Baldrs draumar

ELLA WOOLFORD

AT ONE THE ABSTR

WERE AL TNASSEMIPLY AND

A THE AsyNTVR AL TN <oNSYLTaTzoN
AND THE POWERFVL PETTIES [PEliPERATE>
ABT 1T, WHY PALDR S PReaMs WeERE BAlerul

Ella Woolford is an undergraduate student at the University of Manitoba. This piece was created as

a freeplay assignment for ICEL 2470 “The Viking Age” during Winter Term 2024.

ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74
2024

Copyright © The Author(s), first right of publishing Icelandic Connection
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 4.0



ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74

OPIN, THE EARTH-W Ay
RESOUNDED

1E MET A
WHEL{T"’HE
QNE WHIKH

AME FROM Hel

IT whs Hfoo\-
ass L,
Qgg.mr@-—ﬂé

AST ANV T
A@EV LONGAT
LR ¢F
N ATZON

AUl
i

THe HiGh Via\L
<F WeL

e Og\’iwr /
Ry -Y

KT/HHE Wﬁ? ]J\% ot
A %&%RE?% ‘

N
F@ 2\‘29\/

64



BALDRS DRAUMAR

TINCANTATIO \5

FOR THE SIATN
SPOIE T THE M
i$E 1N W!KH<RAFD‘£

\//\/T’i SHE E
£22 toars I

Sz I;M N A
T F .
$VE<)TI, GO
n ME N Tk FR’(?M )
EL -1 REMEMBER
THiNG? FW/“

65



ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74

NERE srAips
MEAD BREWEP <\RM~;5

ALPR—SHINNG PITVES
5’*5" CLPAYE UK T

ANP THE
SQNs
grmme
AESTR ARE
4 1N GRAT
ANXTETY

66




BALDRS DRAUMAR

FSPOKE
WNPER PVRES
ANPNOW |

A P
W g

WHQ Wil AVENG

HOPRS | iwm VLLD
AND DEAR PAIPR'S
SIAYER TO THE PYREY

67



ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74

RiNpR Wil
L BEAR VAT
\WESTERILITAIS

THE SO1 OF
Opift wil SIAY
WHEN O GHT,

HE Wont

wAsH
(3 HAN

Ok

68



BALDRS DRAUMAR

WG ARE THE MAIDENS |
NG Will WEEP FOR THEIR
LOVED ONE AN <AST THeIR
NECKS ORNERS T THE

HEAVENS

YOU'RE
NETTNE R
A ]

SEERESS
NQR A
Wisg oMl

69



ICELANDIC CONNECTION VOL. 74

RATUER YOURE T MOTHER OF THREE GIANTS

70



BALDRS DRAUMAR

For my freeplay project I adapted the poem “Baldrs draumar” (Baldur’s Dreams) as featured
in the dual-language edition of the Poetic Edda. 1 find this poem in particular to be very
interesting, due to its significance to the Ragnardk legend, which may be one of the most
important legends in Viking Age culture. It gives additional context to Baldur’s death and
Loki’s imprisonment, which is helpful for those who wish to further understand the myth.
On a practical note, it is not incredibly long, and thus lends itself to a mini graphic novel
format.

I find that using visual illustrations is helpful for enhancing how a poem is read and
understood. The combination of eye-catching visuals can help some readers, like myself, to
better understand the text. While coming up with ideas for the panels, I referenced the
analysis of the poem included in the text whenever I was confused about the meaning of a
line. One example of this is the line where 0dinn refers to the Seeress as the “mother of
three giants.” I was originally confused about how to illustrate this, but when I read
through the analysis, one of the proposed explanations was that the seeress was An-
gurboda, mother of Fenrir, Jormungandur, and Hel. This seemed to fit well with the poem’s
other references to Ragnardk. These came to be the giants I chose to illustrate, adding an-
other level of visual explanation for the poem.

This freeplay project required both surface level, and some further research into an
important poem from the Viking Age. It engages with both the story and the readers’ visual
sensibilities to create a new adaptation of a classic Norse myth.
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