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hagen, Stockholm, Glasgow or London. You can stop 
over and visit Iceland, at no extra air fare, on your 
way to the rest of Europe. 

For full details and folders on new fares, see 
your travel agent or contact: 

630 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020; Phone (212) 757-8585 
37 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60603; Phone (312) 372-4797 
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EDITORIAL 

Physical Fitness and Health 

by W. Kristjanson 

"Yes, the average 60-year old Swede 

really is more fit than the 30-year-old 

Canadian", says Lloyd Percival in an 
article in a June issue of ·weekend 

Magazine. The statement is based on 
careful scientific studies comparing 

males of all professions and age cate

gories ( excluding profes.sional athletes) 

in both countries. ·what is the remedy? 

The Canadian style of life is the 
main contributing factor. Our urban 

population amounts to 76%; the rural 
(in centres under 1,000) is 23%. Chil
dren play less outside than formerly 
and there is more pas.,ive recreation 

for young and old in TV ·watching. 
Car-riding is a factor. How many drive 
instead of walking to the corner drug

store? 

Obesity is a disease of our civiliz
ation. Apart from moderation in diet, 

excercise is a sound remedy. "You 
don't need to diet to keep your weight 
down - just take some regular excer
cise", says a World Health Organiz

ation expert. 

In Swedish schools there is more ef
fort to involve everyone in fitness pro

grams, not just gifted athletes in school 

compet1t10ns. In Sweden, in 1969 

alone, $,100 million was spent on sports 

facilities; Canada's total federa'. sports 
budget in the past ten years has been 
S60 million and $70 million. 

"\Vest Germans have launched keep 

fit campaign, supported wholehearted

ly by radio, television, and ne·wspapers 
throughout the country. In the course 
of two years, two million persons have 

been persuaded to become actively in

terested in their physical health. 

"\Ve all know the value of excercise, 
,rhether or not we do excercise. "\Vith 
good health we achieve more and en
joy life more - add zest to life. 

The harmfulness of physical inac

Livity is manifested in many ,mys. 
Heart attack incidence among· London 
lms drivers between the ages of 35 and 
G-1 is eight times more frequent than

among conductors who must work
actively and climb stairs in a double-

decker bus. Finnish cross-country
skiers live on the average seven vears
longer than physically inactive average

population.

There are several organized physical 
fitness programs in Canada. In l\fan
itoba, to mention only one prm:ince, 

at the Reel River Exhibition this year 

a major attraction was a Canada Fit
ness award program and sports demon-
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stration, developed by Sport and 

Recreation Canada. The tests made are 
designed to develop speed, strength, 

and agility and the idea behind the 

testing is fun, an important factor in 
physical excercise. The Y.M.C.A and 

the YWCA have for a long time offer
ed valuable health programs. One very 

simple one was the YMCA "walk a 

mile" campaign recently. 

The Royal Canadian Legion is to 

be highly commended for its sports 
and fitness program. The Legion sports 

Foundation has excellent camp facil
ities at the International Peace Garden 
on the Manitoba-North Dakota bou.1-

dary, with dormitory space for 400 
athletes. More than sixty coaches pro
vide top-notch instruction. Plans are 
now made to transfer a regional camp 
into a national operation - a Legion 

Memorial Sports Centre estimated to 
cost a quarter of a million dollars, a 
spacious and fully equipped modern 

sports complex. This is but one phase 

of an extensive Legion Sports pro

gram. 

What further physical fitness pro· 

gram might be developed? One sug-
gestion is for the governments - feder

al, provincial and municipal in co

operation - to establish physical fit

ness camps, especially for students in 

the summer holidays and others gradu

ating from high school and as yet 

without employment. Army camps 

such as Shilo camp in Manitoba, ·with 

accommodation m huts and ten!s 

would he one location to consider for 

such camps, but tents could be set up 

near towns. The armed forces and the 

YMCA and the YWCA could provide 

instructors and a large corps of train

ed instructors would soon be developed 

under such a plan. A national confer

ence on fitness and health was held 

in Ottawa, in 1972. 

::\Ieanwhile we can all walk a mile 

and drink a few glasses of ,vater. 

A PERFECT CHRISTMAS GIF'T 

A SUBSCRIPTION To THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

A. special gift rate is offered for CHRISTl\IAS - ,J or more yearly
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your gift.

Single subcri ptions $3.00 each, including gift ca rel. 

Back numbers are available at 75c each post paicl. 
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AT THE EDITOR'S DESK 

Vilhjalmur Stefansson Inspired the 

Russians to develop their own Arctic 

Region 

The Russians, inspired by the Vil
hjalmur Stefansson vision of Arctic 
development, turned to the develop
ment of their own Arctic regions. Far
ley ".\fowat, Canadian author, visited 
Arctic Siberia in the autumn of 1966. 
In an article in the Atlantic Advocate. 
June, 1969, he describes the town of 
Tcherski, 90 kilometers south of the 
shore of the frozen Arctic ocean. In 
1959 there was no sign of it at all. 
On the banks of the Kolyma, the onh 
sign of human habitation, were the 
fishermen's tents. But bv 1966 there 
,1·erc 11,000 people on the .site and 
the tmrn was a major transportation 
and administrative centre for a huge 
region of previously undeveloped Arc
ic Lrncls. "\\That impressed ".\Iowat most 
was the almost unbelievable dedi
cation of the people, their enthusiasm 
for the opening up of the north. their 
vision of a new world to be built in 
a rcµio:1 which, 11ntil they came, had 
thought to be good for nothing ancl 
almmt uninahitable exce!Jt lw reindeer 
herdsmen. 

* * * 

Robert Louis Stevenson in Iceland 

A pictorial presentation of Robert 
Loui, Stevenson's T1easure Island
with well developed captions in Ice
landic is being featured in seriai form 
in the Icelandic periodtcal Heima er
bezt (At home is best). 

The grave of a young Icelandic 

girl in Greenland

The book Henry Hudson, by Llewel
lyn Powis, London, 1927, conveys a 
poignant echo from the old Icelandic 
settlement in Greenland. There has 
been found in recent times in Green
land a gravestone of a young girl with 
the following runic inscription upon 
it. 

"Vigdis hvilir her glade Guel sal 
hennar." (Vigdis rests here. May God 
gladden her soul.) 

* * * 

Icelandic Canadian Centennials 

Icelandic Canadian centennials are 
now follmdng one another in quick 
succession. In 1772 the first permanent 
Ice'.andic settler in Canada, Sigtryggur 
J<'ina;,son, arrived in Ontario. In 1873. 
a group of about 100 arrived. They 
are associated 11·ith Ro,seau and Hekla, 
in the :-fuskoka cli,trict of Ontario In 
187 J a second party of 365 arrived, 
proceeding to Kinmount, a hundred 
miles north-westerly from Toronto. In 
the autumn of that vear, 1874, a few 
single men, persuaded by John Ander
son. J ohanness Arngrimsson, an uncle 
of Vilhjalmur Stefansson, proceeded to 
Nova Scotia. They were the advance 
party for the ".\Iarkland, Nova Scotia 
settlers of 1875. And in October, 1875, 
the first Icelandic settlers in Manitoba 
arrived. A centennial celebration for 
that ewnt is being planned. 
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"J.B." A FISHERMAN FOR THREE-QUARTERS OF A UENTURY 

by S. Stefansson 

Jon Bjornsson Johnson is his name, 
but in the many communities where 
he is known he is commonly called 
"J.B.", or else by the Icelandic com
munity "Jon a Birkinesi"-John of 
Birch Point. He is so quiet in manner 
and totally unassuming that at first 
glance one would not perceive the 
tremendous capacity for action in this 
son of the pioneers and pioneer him
self. His friendly smile and soft voice 
never raised in argument do reveal his 
essential humanity and concern for 
his fellowman, but give no hint of the 
unswerving loyalty to principles, 
people and causes, and rock-hard stead
fastness of purpose and action. 

Icelarnlic pioneer children knew 
little of childhood. J. B. Johnson, 
born July 4, 1886, in Vopnafjorour, 
Iceland, came with his parents to New 
Iceland in 1892, then aged six. At the 
age of twelve he began fishing, not as 
a hired hand, but with a net of his 
cnrn, working with Jonas Johannesson 
of Gr.rnmnork, who taught him to set 
the net and remcn·e the fish, and help
ed him lift it when neces,ary. J(mas 
owned the skiff on which both fished 
of Vigur south of Gimli in summer 
and fall. ::\'o permits were then re
quired to fish for home use. J. B. 
caught enough golcleve, pickerel and 
pike to supply the household of five 
or six people the year around. Fish 1\'as 
then the main food staple of New 
Iceland families. and if not used fresh 
was preserYed by salting, smoking or 
drying. 

In 1901 he began winter fishing with 
Friofinnur Einarson, a married man 
of thirty-fiw, and from that time on 
sold his surplus catch. They worked 
together, each with his own nets, fish
ing for pike in the '\Villow Island la
goon, ancl then, as the ice grew strong
er, out on the lake. Since his father, 
Bjorn Jonsson, had died that spring, 
he also had to do farm work and tend 
cattle at home, on the family home
stead of :\I frar. He was a farmer and 
a commercial fisherman, supporting a 
family including his mother Gu5run 
and younger children, at age fifteen. 

The next two winters he fished 
similarly with Sigfus Bergmann of 
Ginili. J. n. then bid sleigh dogs, but 
Sigh',, a team ol' ponies on ,vhich they 
transported their surplus catch to '\Vin
nipeg Beach, from where fish com
panies shipped it by rail to "\Vinnipeg. 

The ensuing stage was winter fish
ing at Bullhead on the north of the 
lake in ](lOLi, ,rnrking for his li:ilf
brother Bjorn Johnson of ::\fvrar, for 
1\'hom the Johnson l\Iemorial Hospital 
of Gimli is named, and then some 
t"wentY Years in partnership with him, 
though sometimes in separate camps, 
mainlv at East and '\Vest Doghead. 

So began for T-B. over seventy Years 
as foherman. f�reman or skippdr of 
sail- ancl gas-boats, fish packer and 
foreman or manager of fishing sta
tions on Lake ·winnipeg, mainlv self
employed. supplying his own equip
ment ancl hired men, thoug-h often in 
partnership with others, and frequent-



10 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN AUTUMN 1974---------------------------------

ly e:ngaged m two or even three oper
ations at once, with each partner in 
charge of one of them. :\Iuch of the 
time he fi�hed in all three seasons of 
the year. 

?\ ow in retirement he shares his 
countless memories of the lake with 
other,, among them is brother-in-law 
ancl one-time partner, Oli Josephson 
of Gimli. Some of their recollections 
are combined in the following. 

Virtually every home by the lake
shore in New Iceland in pioneer day, 
hacl a boat. J.B. remembers the very 
earliest as barge-like in construction, 
with square stern and prow, and prob
ably se\·eral of them made from the 
lumber of the scows in which the first 
settlers were transported. Arni Odds
son of Vigur used this type for several 
years. These boats had two pegs serv
ing as oar-locks, ,\·ith the oar placed 
bet,reen them and square boards at
tached to the oar to keep it in position. 

Then came he more familiar skiff 
(bytta), 12-14 feet long and about 5½ 
feet ,ride, with square stern, pointed 
prow and two thwarts, on 1rhich two 
rower, could sit side by side. One or 
to men fished from the skiffs, which 
had nro or �ometimes three oars. The 
larger sailboats came into use later. 

A few of the settlers had brought 
,rith them from Iceland nets usually 
made for deep-sea fishing: some had 
bought nets in Ontario, and a few 
made their 0,\·n, all out of linen thread. 
J.B. remembers his brother Bjorn mak
ing a rather shallow net of No. 10 
thread. The noted fisherman Helgi 
Einarsso11 of Fairford introduced cot
ton nets which he brought from the 
United States. Later came the nylon 
nets nm\- in use. 

Fishemen's clothing ·was very varied. 
Oilskins were used in summer and fall. 
For protection against water some 
wore high socks of shaved sheepskin 

tied just below the knee, which were 
stuffed with hay for drying. For win
ter wear some early pioneers had 
brought with them clothing of extreme
ly warm Icelandic homespun (vaomal), 
but few had broug'ht looms for weav
ing it, (Bui J 6nsson had such a loom). 
The unending industry of Icelandic 
housewives supplied the men with 
hand-knitted wool underwear, swea:ters, 
scarves, socks and mitts. They supplied 
the fishermen with a bag containing 
twelve pairs of mitts, each pair being 
used for two nets and then set to dry
a slow process then, but now, since 
bombardiers have driers. For winter 
wear sheepskin-lined jackets with wide 
collars were common, but Oli Joseph
son remembers wearing two sweaters. 
Felt caps with ear-laps were later re
placed with fur caps with laps tied 
under the chin. EYentually parkas 
came into use. Footwear varied great
ly. Some made the Icelandic-style 
slippers from the traditional sheep
skin, or from cowhide (but probably 
more for home use). Boots, moccasins 
or shoepacs were worn. Some ewed 
hide to the sole of socks and part way 
up. 

For transportation in early days all 
over Lake "\Vinnipeg fishermen used 
dog-sleighs with runners, about 12 feet 
long and 31/i feet wide, with a crate, 
often movable, on top if fish was piled 
in loose; othen\·ise fish boxes were 
loaded on. Capt. John G. Steyens was 
probably the first to introduce tobog
gans; he used hem for freighting, but 
they were generally for travel only. 

Sleigh dogs were of every variety, 
even including St. Bernards and New
fo1mdland dogs, and rangiag from 
stocky, lowlegged furry huskies with 
curling tail and perky ears, rather slow 
but powerful, to high-legged wolf
hounds, long, lean and superior in 
speed. The rank and file of dogs were 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 11 
--------- --

J. B. Johnson's dog team; his brother Gudmundur driving 

trained by placing them at the end 
of a dog team and coaxing them along. 
Some would fall in docilely at once; 
the more independent would let the 
team pull them along flat on the 
ground for long disances before sub
rnitt;ng. A prospective lead clog 1rnnld 
Le p;aced behind the leader to learn 
fr0111 him how to obey commands, 
�uch :h turns, and keep the team in a 
straight line, untangled. Some had a 
,me ,cnse of direction; others little or 
none. A team for either sleigh or tobog
gan usually numbered five or �ix clogs, 
and could pull a load of 300-500 
pounds or more on ice. J.B. had one 
team that 1dth steel runners aad clear 
ice once pulled about 1200 pounds. 

Theirs was a life "·ithout a single 
moment's freedom. If not in harness 
in the team they were chained with 
met:1 1 chain5 CYC!1 in their kennels, 
and 1d1en, after perhaps fiw or six 
years work, their strength began to 
fail they ,1·ere killed and replaced 
with Younger dogs. Claus, a huge New
foundland lead dog, so detested this 
slaver:· that though frienclh· he always 
tried to bite when being chained. 

Then as now there were three fish
scasons. fall, winter and summer, 

with rhe dur:,tion of each established 

by government regulations: they ·were 
hen September 1 - October 31 (fall), 
November 15 - March 15 (winter) and 
June 1 - August 15 (summer). They 
are now slightly altered. Fishermen 
fished independently in fall and win
ter with no limit set on the amount 
caught, but in the summer whitefish 
�eason on the north of the lake they 
fished for the fish companies from 
their stations, and with a set limit of 
three million pounds, later two mil
lion, still later reduced to one and a 
half million as supplies dwindled. The 
season ended when the permissible 
quota had been caught. Limits are set 
,:,1 rno;T species now. 

J.B. fohed almost e,cn· Lill season 
some Years from Gimli, and then :\Iar
L'in:1 .f ohmon of Cimli ancl he became 
partners in a fall fishing sation station 
on Fox Island where they had a fish 
packing station. They remained part
ners till JB.'s son-in-law Lawrence 
Ste;-cns purchased :\Iartein's share in 
! 9'.}9 and wa:; i:1 partnership with J.B.
1·11til 1%0 1wt then J.B. sold his share
tr) h�nL continuing to fish most
Ld! :-.ca:"!on\.

In time a number of Icelandic fisher
men became fish packers as ,\·ell; i.e., 
besides ha,-ing their own boats, gear, 
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nets and hired men, they purchased, 
processed, stored and marketed fish. 
Formerly only a limited amount ,vas 
sold fresh; most of it was frozen. Con
sequently at intervals along the west 
shore of Lake ·winnipeg from Gimli 
to Hnausa many fish stations had pro
cessing sheds and freezers. The Helga
sons, Thorlaksons, Sigurdssons (Hr6lf
ur and J6n) and Sigurdssons (Stefan 
and J6hannes) and Magnussons had 
such freezers. J.B. had one on his farm 
at Birch Point in partnership with 
Sigurclur Kristjansson of Gimli, 1909-
191'1:, and employed one man on shore 
to look after it. 

This freezer consisted of a two-storey 
building about 20x30 feet, with a shed 
of similar size attached. The freezer 
had the lengthwise walls lined to 
about 8-10 feet up with tin plates and 
eight-inch planks with narrow edge 
out set at the junction of the pla,tes, 
with another set of tin plates attached 
to these at this distance out and held 
with planks. The aperture between 
was filled solidly with a mixture of 
shaved ice and salt poured in and 
packed. 

In the sheds the fish was washed 
and either dressed or left in the round 
and arranged in pans ,,-hich were 
stacked in compartments (bins) about 
6x10 with alternate layers of the 
(Tt•shetl ice and salt mixture between 
rows or pans. ·when solidly frozen, 
this form or hoxccl 11·as stored in the 
freezer. 

Lack of harbors and shipping in 
summer and fall made this process 
necessary. ·while some fish was shipped 
fresh by boat in summer the rest was 
frozen. Now, except for the winter 
catch, all is shipped fresh. 

Fall fis',ing .vas all done from skiffs 
and some three or four miles or less 
from shore. The men rowed to the fish
ing-ground, except that a few used 

gas-boats, their o,vn or rented ones, 
to tow out skiffs for longer distances, 
as at ::\Iacbeth Point. 

Every season on the lake has ir:, own 
dangers, for Lake ·winnipeg is notori
ously tempramental. The period just 
preceding ,rinter fishing, ·whe;1 the 
, i,herrnen were being transported 
with all their gear and supplies to the 
fishing stations, was often a difficult 
one, and is so even yet. Since the ships 
took them out late in October, they 
ran some risk of being caught in ice. 
In earlier davs there were few docks, 
so that onlv the more skilled and 
,enturesorne captains brought the men 
close to shore. From the point 11·here 
the ship stopped the men "·ith all thei.r 
equipment including dog tean1, :.,_nd 
later horses had to be taken to shore 
by boat, often a lengthy and cumber
some process. 

.J.B. had partirnlarly vivid memories 
of an experience of this sort in the 
stormy cold fall of 1910. About Oct.

2·1-25 he set out for Reindeer Island 
on the Mikado (bter named Grand 
Rapids), ,vith Captain Hmveli of 
Selkirk in charge. Among tl1ose on 
board was Jakob Sigurgeirsson with his 
sons Geiri and Joe and his ·wife Vic
toria, ,vho had undertaken to cook for 
their camp during- the winter. 

It being stormy, Captain Howell 
took shelter in the Swampv (Berens) 
lslancl harbor. During the night a furi
ous north-east ga1e drove the ship out 
of postion, shattered its rudder and 
left it stranded on nearby shallo-ws. 

Since the "\Volverine stopped at this 
point on eyerv trip north, the people 
stayed on board the ::\1ikado till its ar
rival. It also ·was conwying men to 
Reindeer Island, but to a different 
camp, among them "\V. J. Arnason, 
Einar Einarsson of Audnir and Sigfus 
(Ft'isi) Arason of Gimli. J.B. now bar
gained with the captain of the "\\Tolver-
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ine ;o take him and a man employed 
by him, 6s;.:;.ar Eiriksson (Oscar Eric
son\ of Arn es, the1'e too. 

On the way there the "\\Tolverine un
un!o:,decl Gmlmundur (::\1undi) l\Iag
nusson of Gimli and some men with 
him at Cathead Point, a lengthy 
proce,,, since there was no harbor on 
the ·west side and they had to land by 
boat. Immediately after ,such a blind
ing gale broke that the "\Volverine was 
forced back to Swamp Island (now 
named Berens Island) for shelter. On 
entering the harbor it struck a reef 
and like the Mikado broke its rudder. 
The captain let it drift some distance 
in :llld then anchored it in the harbor. 
::\fe:uitime the storm continued un
abated. 

Bv now it was November and frosty, 
too late for other boats to sail, so that 
the ( rews and passengers of both ship, 
,rere practically marooned . 

Consequently J.B. with three other 
men went on a small skiff to the near
by .,hore of Swampy Island to explore 
for campsite. They ,remained about 
t,rn hours, ancl found Jakob Sigur
n·eir,,on, 11·ho had landed before and 
had alreaclv constructed a camp for 
his c:rnup. 

Tu.st then still another storm broke 
this one at about forty miles an hour. 
On 1noking for their little skiff, ·which 
theY lnd left on a sand bar on the ea-;t 
sid�. they disco.-ered that it had been 
set adrift hy the gale and ,ms gone. 

H<rn·ever, the two life-boats of the 
�fibdo were near by. Taking one of 
them theY steered it toward the "\Vo1-
veri:1r. ,/ith the storm carrying them 
strai_s:ht on toward it ·without rowing. 
Lar,ge seas in the harbor were tossing 
the '\'olverine hack and forth, so that 
tho11gh T.B. threw a rope to moor the 
skiff to it, he could not reach the side 
for embarking beca'Use of the weather. 
Howner, an opening on the stern of 
the "\Volverine was large enough for a 

man to pass through. "\Vith a rope 
tied around him, each of the four men 
by his own efforts and the pulling of 
the ship's crew managed in turn to 
crawl through it. 

J.B. was the third man to try this 
method of embarking. At the very 
moment when he was on the icy rail 
the "\\Tolverine heaved, the rope broke, 
the man holding him lost his grip, and 
he was plunged into the icy water. 
The seas were carrying him away and 
the yawl with its one man on board 
tossed wildly in every direction. J..B. 
had the added disadvantages of wear
ing heavy clothing and not being a 
good swimmer Just as he ·was going 
down he shouted to the man to reach 
him an oar. At the very moment of 
sinking he grasped the oar-blade and 
the man carefully pulled him in and 
on board the yawl, from where he 
now successfully entered the Wolver
ine. He was given rum, undressed, 
put in a warm bed, and after a sound 
;leep felt as well as ever, with not 
even a cold, 

After this close brush with death 
he built a camp on shore and stayed 
there till ice formed on the lake. Then 
he crossed over to Reindeer Island 
,1-ith a dog-tea,m, and as the ice 
strengthened he moved his gear over 
there in relays, working with 6skar 
Eiriksson. As a precaution they were 
attached to each other with a rope, in 
case one of them broke through the 
ice. 

As to the two vessels, the Mikado 
and the "\Volverine, they remained 
frozen in thete all winter, till towed 
next spring hv tugs into dry-dock in 
Seikirk. 

Occasionallv wives and even whole 
families if tI{e children were of pre
school age accompanied fishermen for 
the ,1·inter season, though less often 
in summer. "\Vomen were sometimes. 
nmrever, engaged as cooks for the sum 
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mer camps. Oli .Josephson recalls that 
his 11·ife Rosa went out with him two 
winters with their two young children. 
They travelled on a tug whose captain 
was John G. Stevens. It rolled all 
night, wind-tossed, till both of the 
children were sea--sick. One of them 
remarked, "If you go, daddy, I will 
go with you." 

Actually many en joyed this change 
from routine living. It had the ad
vantages of family life. The cabins 
·were warm, the food adequate and sick
ness was rare. People rarely caught
colds in the camps - more often on
their return.

:\Iany tasks occupied the fisherman 
in the few clays between arrival and 
commencement of fishing, the most 
immencliate being construction of fish 
camps for living quarters, or repair 
of old ones. A camp housing one small 
gang of two or three men might 
measure Hxl4 feet. Larger ones might 
accomoclate two or three such gangs, 
up to eight or nine men. Then a 
separate kitchen 12xl4 feet or more 
might be built, with sleeping quarters 
up to twenty feet in length, ·with a 
row of bunks 6-7 feet long, lengthwise 
along the wall and sometimes three 
to a wall. Often there ·was a double 
row, one above the other, and if neces
sary some on the other side. Generally 
two men occupied each bunk. 

Such camps were set on bare ground 
or rock and constructed on rough logs 
fitted onlv on the corners, with a roof 
of sa pling·s set side by side, covered 
,vith hay or straw with clay on top. 
for insulation they were chinked with 
moss. Often. to prevent drafts, white 
paper supplied in rolls like tar paper 
but thinner lined the inside over logs 
and moss. Some made a slush of snow 
and 11·ater and sfaped it on the outside 
11·alls to form a sheath of ice. 

Older camps needed repair, such as 
re-chinking with moss or mending 
roofs. If no other shelter was a.-ailable, 
the men slept in the open during camp 
construction. J.B. remembers spending 
four nights in the open at :\Iac:>eth 
Point 

Oli Josephson remembers ,ite 
11·here no logs were available, but 
abundance of moss in deep layers. He 
constructed a camp of saplings placed 
vertically and thoroughly insu'.ated 
11·ith the moss. 

Other details occupied time, suc/1 as 
attention to fishing gear, and con
struction of kennels for clogs. These 
were long structures, about three feet 
high and three deep, and partitioned 
about four feet apart. The front was 
open and a hay or straw litter supplied. 

Food for the winter camps consisted 
of beef, pork, either salted or fresh, 
but usually the former, beans, a �-reat 
deal also of bannock, or sometimes 
lll"ead, hut relatively little fish. Some
times there ·were potatoes, though they 
were difficult to keep from freezing, 
but no other vegetables. For beverages 
there were tea, and evaporated or 
canned milk, the latter mainly in tea 
or on rice pudding, which Oli Joseph
son remembers having in quantity for 
breakfast. Prunes were often sen-ed. 

Oli Josephson remembers two 120-
pound sacks of beans being shipped 
out for the season for 7-8 men. Once 
when the ,veather remained unseason
,1hly 11·,irm he had to salt all the beef 
for his camp. Consguently in another 
season he took out two C01\'S to sl::,12,·h
ter for beef. 

For lunch on the ice the men general
ly had bannock and beef, or else kead 
and beef in sandwiches. Some prefer
red salt pork, as it was less liable to 
freeze, and the men often ate frozen 
lunch. 
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.\mong the personnel of the camp 
was the cook, engaged to look after 
the camp in the men's absence and to 
prepare meals for them. Although a 
few were experienced (J.B. remembers 
John Anderson as one who was an 
excellent cook), more often they ·were 
young lads aged possibly sixteen or 
seventeen, who received a smaller wage. 
Their inexperience sometimes led to 
culinary disasters that were nothing 
short of ludicrous. A boy of sixteen, 
having been instructed to prepare 
bannock, hid the results under a mat
tress. On being ordered to hring what 
he had cooked, he hung his head and 
displayed a peculiar mixture of lumps 
of bread and flour. His employer shook 
his head and merely remarked, ,"Jxja 
karl minn!" (Really now, old man!"). 
On another occasion the same cook 
saw some startled expressions on the 
faces of the fishermen when they 
tasted his prunes. He had stewed them 
in juice drained from pickles. But all 
was forgiven when he went a>ll the 
,my out on the ice to serve them hot 
coffee, with Icelandic p a n  c a k e s
(lummur.) 

The cooks in the large summer sta
tions were, however, all experienced. 
Several of them were women. They 
were paid good wages according to 
those times, and given a helping hand 
by the night watchman employed at 
every large camp, who ,rnuld split and 
fetch firewood, bring water, and as
sist in nrious ways. 

After arrival in winter camp fisher
men ,rnuld wait impatiently for the 
lake to freeze oyer ·with firm enough 
ice for the setting of nets. This can be 
an anxious period; storms may repeat
edly shatter the ice and snowfalls at 
the time of freezing make it unsafe. 
Often the men try to catch the run of 
fish by venturing out on thin ice. 

J.B. recalls hat once in the early 
l 920's when fishing of Egg Island he
set out with ::\Iarteinn Johnson of
Gimli to lift two nets that they had
set on the ice for trial. They went out
·with a sleigh, but had .-t boat on it as
a precaution. Just th:!,1 :1 wild snow
storm came on from the west, shatter
ed the ice and drove it out from shore.
J.B. amd Marteinn came to open wa
ter and set out in their boat. In the
blinding weather they saw nothing,
but they knew the direction and reach
ed shore safely.

Another incident occurred in 1921 
off West Doghead where J.B., ·w. J.
Amason and Sigurdur Kristjanson of 
Gimli and several others had a camp. 
One morning early in November J.B. 
and a workman from Saskatchewan, 
Valdi Hall, set out to lift nets a mile 
north on the ice where they had al
ready done some fishing. The ice be
ing thin they did not use dogs but pull
ed hand sleighs, and threaded their 
way along glare ice, as there was no 
firm ice under snm\·. J.B. had slung 
a rope over his shoulder and under 
his arm to pull the sleigh. 

They had almost reached the fishing 
site when J.B .. broke through the ice. 
He tried to grip the rim of it, but it 
broke constantly and the heavy cur
rent pulled him under. Valdi Hall 
hroke through too, but found firmer 
ice and climbed out. He saw no trace 
of J.B., but the sleigh was floating 
in the open water. He caught at it 
and pulled it out - and J.B. came up 
with it from under the ice, ,dth the 
rope still slung over his shoulder. 

They hurried back to camp, chanr2;ed 
to dry clothing, and suffered no ill 
effects. 

It is not known whether any other 
man has ever been drmrn under the 
ice of Lake '\\rinnipcg and come out 
ali\·e. 
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However, J.B. never had the experi
ence of being cast adrift on ice floes, 
as has happened to some fishermen. 

As soon as the ice was solidly formed, 
the regular routine of ,vork beo-an 

b 

for the winter fisherman, seven days a 
week, each day's work being from dawn 
to dusk and in earlier days all in the 
open, regardless of weather except 
under extreme conditions. They set 
out in early morning usually two or 
three men together, with sleighs load
ed with fish boxes and other gear, 
usually jogging behind the dogs. One 
man mig·ht take an occasional rest by 
sitting on the sleigh, but mostly they 
were on their feet and ran rather 
than ,ralked. On the way out one man 
might run ahead to encourage the 
relmtant dogs. Generally they went 
out lrom six to ten miles. 

The first stage in winter fishing is 
cutting holes in the ice, ,rhich in 
earh times ,rere cut ,rith Hudson Bay 
axe, ,rith a curved edge. ln late wm
ter the ice on the north of the lake 
an.·rages up to four feet or more in 
thickncs, but is thinner ill the south. 
.\t t:1.· lour-foot depth he ho]e ,rnuld 
he· :1•1 Jc1nt !l 1 :, to i reet long :rnd '.2 feet 
,r:dc. but smaller on thinner ice. Ice 
chisels ,rith a 4-:1 foot ,rnodcn handle 
,1Tre used to clear the bottom of the 
hoL·. Then improYecl ice chi�els, heavy 
one.-, ,·,ith met:d handles, ,rere intro
ducccL The he,t 11·ere 111;:de bv Tr)'go-. vi 

, t._ V  

Jona,-on of Gimli, of special steel 
Then came "needle bars", like point
eel three-edged spears, cut on a slant. 
The process took about twenty minutes 
for e:ich hole. Now ice :mgers attached 

to bombardiers with a power take-off 
from the engine will cut through three 
feet in one minute. 

Next came the setting of the net,. 
This required running poles, which 
at first were simply poles from the 
forest about three inches in diameter 
Later came oak boards about four 
inches wide and half an inch thick, 
up to fifty yards long. These slid easilv 
on ice behind clog sleighs. A line o,f 
longer length was attached and the 
pole nm under the ice with it. One 
could sec the end of it through clear 
ice, or gauge its direction and cut a 
hole accordingly. \Vhen a net-length 
was reached the net 1\'as attached to 
the line and drawn up between the 
t,rn holes. The pole was then run to 
the next hole till all the nets were 
set. t: p to twenty nets might be set, 
with the holes in a straight line. 

Nowadays a device called a "jigger" 
h:is replaced the poles and the oak 
boards. It was irwentecl by Helgi 
Sveinsson of Lundar, half-brother of 
Kelly Sveinsson of Selkirk, but never 
patented. Einar E. Einarsson of Audnir 
near Gindi first introduced it on Lake 
\\'innipeg about 1910. 

J<'>n \-iglunds-,011 Johnson of Gimli 
im1)rnYell the J0 jcrcrer bv addhcr 'l 

V<J 1 _,_ V "' 

device giving souncl, but he received 
no credit either, though the jigg'er 
with this additioil is used all over the 
>.Lrnioba lakes. 

After the cutting of the holes, the 
fishermen 1:ou!d go through the dailv 
precetkre or clearing holes, lifting 
a11cl �c,�ing nets and removing and 
stori11g fi,h. If too far from the camp 
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to return al noon, they had lunch on 
the ice. Son,etimes they had dry wood 
and lit a fire on the ice to heat tea. If 
not, the;· ate frozen lunch; or if they 
had expected to rettirn and not 
brought lunch, but ,rere detained, 
they might vo wit110ut food altogether. 

Throu;d1 the clay the dog-team lay 
on the ice ,ratr:hin6 them, or sometimes 
( urlcd up in drifts ·with tails oyer 
nosec;, but :,'y,ays in the straight line 
�ct b"; their le::der. 

.\t clt,sk the 1ncn returned to camp, 
usu,Jly fol:c,•;in;� the same route clay 
aJtcr da" till a tra!l lo:,111ccl, \\�hich 
for ]u1�g ('i:;tanccs cli,tances in the 
north as at Reindeer Island was mark
nl with spruce branches. The dogs 

. died more readily if they had 
trail to follow. A te:1-mile distance 
took about two hours. 

During the hours on shore the men 
usually bad e21oug·h tasks to occupy 
their time: boxing fish in winter, re
pairing nets and gear, gathering fuel. 
Occasionally they played cards, and 
many, among them J.B., took books 
,1-ith them to read, which they read 
by tl,cmsch·es, not aloud. 

. \ rnong the ma11y men1or;,b le expcn
c11ces of these winter sciwns T.B. ancl 

., 

()li Jc:,eph�-;cn, then r�:ru:.crs, rcca11 
YiYid�Y t:E� ; �;��r of the Spanish 1n
� lnc2·.1;t cpic�cn:ic oi' 1�)13··10. �T'hat fall 
thcY t,;ro set ont ,rith J .. IL's brothers 
l1_i,j:·n �1.11cl (;ud:�:_1�:Jdnr (:\I•1_ndi) John
.-,on, t,\�o i1r11�:igrauts frcn1 Iceland as 
,rorkrncn, and J0nas .,\rnason as cook. 
Since the lake did not freeze uver till 
by ?\on::mber 20, at ,rhich time the 
tullibee nrn ,ms over, their first at-

tempts failecl. Consequently they 
moved on two dog-trains to Big Tam
arac Island, where Gusti Jacobson lent 
them a cam1J, but there thev cau"'ht 

; t, 

only tv:o tri three fish in each net. J.B. 
:mcl Oli then 11·ent to Sanclhil! Island 
for a tria 1, tested three spots and 
caught an almnclance of fish, stavin" 

✓ LJ 

up all nigh! in cloin,;· so. Then tl1ey
moved there, ,dth Bjorn ancl :\Iundi
joining t11c11L It ,ras bitterly co:c! .. \11
four s:ayccl at first in a tent �o ,mall
that the last man in had to craYd ont
backwards, On t;1e first clay ,vhen a
blizzard :ilr,,::k they made a small hut
in a sin;�lc clay.

Since they had taken neither a �1·atch 
nor a clock ,1ith them, they had t0 
depend on visual judgment as to the 
time o[ day. Once they ,rnke up, saw 
a bright light and rushed out to set 
nets. Then they discovered that it was 

Three of the men 111 this expedition 
caug·ht the Sp:m.ish influeaza o;, the 
lake J.B., his brother Bjorn and one 
of the irnrni�r:mt,. J.1t rerncml:cn that 
the last n::mcd Y,:,s delirious, :md he 
himself spen L a sleepless ,reek }Ic re
n1cn1her.') Lil�1:.� a drink uf l�ul �, 'J_ter 
and runi L!L: ;;n:y ay;:ti 1 �th�c n:cdici·:1e, 
and then "./1ing to h�r l 
1>:·ofus--:l) :rf!cr \\'hich 
aud ,rent 011 about hls 

oa the L:Lc FJ'hc (::rr11crr,·, a sr;;': ! t1._1g 
n10Ying :��en north, l1�1d a coL1p:� -v:i'd1 
influenza en board. Hoth i\·crc taken 
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back i ·i S:.:lkirL and cliccl there. Deaths as Reindeer I ,laud. Doghe;•cl, b-
11·erc JH!mCroL,s. lancl and J ackhcad. . \ bot: t ; <):':, he 

I' · J ·1 1 1· J 1, l h. went nor'.h t(J n,T 1,:l1;'1 l�.iHT :md Jlli mg t 1e Lrnes, 0 . .  ,,. anc 1s 

a,,ociatc,, .J/m P,\lrn::-on ;md Gestur ,rorkecl there the li:-:,t 
Oddlcifs!,on. ,1'110 ,rere in ;1 r:eighbor- ancl the next ten in with 

camp, can:c daily ,1·ithin calling Gisli Johnson or Gyp:,t:,mille. hoth as 
disL:n, e to ::,k ;,hout thc;r condition. a fi,hermall ;ind ;, f:-h 1J:1ckcr pur-

Became ol the prcya]ence of the 
epidemic the lccleral government sent 
the S.S. Bradhw-y out ,\"ith Humphrey 
Brian as captain 011 a ,pccial trip with 
a doctor to visit cycry ctmp. In their 
ca,c it cast anchor near shore and blew 
the ,l"histle, upon 11·hich a rmrboat 
,1Tnt out to am,\"cr it. On hcing told 
that the men 11·cre on the ,\'ay to recov
ery the Hracllrnry sent no one on shore, 
but rnoYccl on. 

Durin;2, this season the four men re
maining c:w,ght tullibec to fill 750 
boxes. [t hacl been priced at five cents 
a pound, but as they 11·erc two days late 
in bri11oi110 it in, ::--orthern Fi�heries 

t) /, 

of Selkirk reduced their payment to 
JPS cents a pound, which gaYC each of 
them wrnc S l 00.00 or slightly more 
for the entire ,1·intcr's 11·ork. 

chasing fish for the Gimli- \rmstrong 
(:0111pany. For th�·cc atldiLio�1al ; ears 
he ,1·as a fish packer fo,· 1 his fi: m in 
Gypsunwillc. From 19:lS O!l J.B. and 
his son-in-la,1· Lawrence Ste,cns were 
also partners in a 11·i11tcr-fo,hing oper
ation on Fox hlancl, 1rith Lrn-rcnce as 
manager. 

. ·\ memorable ,Gl,Oll m th is period 
was the winter of l ():\l>-7, 1\'hich was 
so cold that J.B. s:iy, the fish froze 
even in the cabooses, and Oli Joseph
son remarks that the air sccmec, like 
fire as the men breathed it in while 
running after their dogs and every inch 
of a fi,hcrman's face v:ould lJe ccrvcrecl 
11 ith frostbites. 

J.B. discontinued 11·intcr fishing 
about 1918, after some forty-fiyc years 
of it, but rnntinucd in the other 

T.B. carried on 11·intcr fishing at seasons. 
se�'.cral points on the lake in addition 

(to be continued) to tho.,c previously mentioned, such 
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Address by Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson 

Official representative of the Government of Canada to Iceland's 1100th 
Anni.-ersary Celebration at Thingvellir, July 28, 1974 

Mr. President, l\Ir. Prime ::\,Iinister, 
Di�tinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen: 

It :, a great honour and privilege for 
me to participate in this hi.storic oc
occasion. I bring official greetings and 
congratulations from the Government 
and people of Canada to the GoYern
ment and people of Iceland. 

I recall with great clarity that early 
morning of June 26th, 1930, ,d1en 
'\fr,. Thorlakson and I emerged from 
our tent to disco\"er that this most 
hallm1·cd ground and national monu
ment - Thingvellir - 1ras covered 
with a light blanket of snow. 

However, on that auspicious day, 
.:\"aturc smiled on this land. The sun 
burst upon the scene to bring cheer 
and ,rarmth to the thirty thousand 
people, many of whom had travelled 
;1cro,s the seas to attend the com
memoration of the 1000th Anniversan 
oi .\]thing. The proceedings began 
,1·ith a serYice of praise and thanks
o-iyinn conducted bv His Grace, the 
Bish��) of Iceland, Dr. Jon Helgason. 
At 1 f:30 a.m. the celebration was of
ficially opened by the Prime '\finister, 
the Honourable Tryggvi Thorhalls
son. 

The next day, 11·e ·witnessed the re
enactment of tbc First Session of Al
thing in 930 A.D, On that day in 930. 
the first Law-Speaker, Dlflj6tur, stood 
on Li.igberg, the Rock of Laws, and re
cited from memory the Law.5 ,1·hich laid 

the foundation for the "Grandmother·· 
of all representafr\"e Parliaments. 

The commemoration in 1930 was a 
stirring and colourful event. It is one 
of our most cherished memories, which 
,1·e can now relive on our fifth visit 
to Iceland. 

In Canada, we arc approaching an 
important centenary. In October 1875, 
the first permanent Icelandic settle
ment in Canada was established at 
Girnli in New Iceland, in the District 
of Keewatin, now within the Province 
of '\Ianitoba. 

In this connection, it should be re
called that the first serious attempt to 
establish a permanent European settle
ment on the North American continent 
(Vinland the Good) was made shortly 
after the explorations of Leifr Eiriks
son. About the year 1012 A.D., Thor
finnr Karlsefni, a merchant, sailed 
from Iceland ·with one hundred and 
sixty men and women. On board, he 
had livestock - including horses and 
sheep - household effects, and neces
sary equipment and supplie.s. His son, 
Snorri, was born on what is now most 
certainly Canadian soil. After three 
years, when this attempt at settlement 
failed, Thorfinnr returned to Iceland 
and lived here the rest of his life. 

Today, many of the first-born of 
the carlv Icelandic settlers in Canada 
- as 11·:ll as many of the second and
third g·enerations - are here to cele
brate with their kinfolk another im
portant anniversary in Iceland's long
;nd remarkable history since the high



pillars of Ingolfur Arnarson - the 
first settler - drifted into the Bay of 
Reykjavik. 

During the eleYen hundred vears of 
its existence, the Icelandic nation has 
experienced periods of glory interrupt
ed bY periods of extreme hardship and 
recurring tragedies which required 
great physical, moral and spiritual 
stamina to survive and, in the course 
of time, to become one of the pro
gressin: small nations of the 20th 
Century. 

}.Ir. President: on Tuesday, July 
:lOth, it ,rill he my pleasure to present 

a token of the gift from the Govern
ment and people of Canada which, 
when completed, will be delivered to 
the National Library of Iceland. This 
collection will augment the section of 
Canadian books and documents, ,ome 
of �vhich record in prose and in poetn 
the loyalty and devotion of Can;idian� 
of Icelandic descent to their native 
country, Canada, and - at the same 
time - give expression to their con
tinuing interest and pride in their Ice
landic heritage, its language and its 
culture. 

KHARTUM TEMPLE SHRINE PRESENTATION 

TO THE !CELANDIC F"ESTIVAL OF MANITOBA 

Illustrious Potentate Cliff "\V. Rrown 
l\i[rs. Urown and Dermis Stefanson, 

President, Icelandic Festival 

Following the Icelandic Festival 
parade in Gimli this year, Illusti-ious 
Potentate Noble Cliff \\T. Brown of the 
Khartum Temple Shrine presented 
Mr. Dennis Stefanson, Festival Presi
dent, with a Certificate of :'.\Iember
ship in the "l 00'' Million Dollar Club"' 
in appreciation of donations received 
from the Icelandic Festinl of :\I ani
toba for the Shrine Hospital. In mak
ing the presentation, the Illustrious 
Potentate was assisted hy his good 
lady Margaret (nee Gislason) ,d10 ex
pressed the gratitude of the Sln me in 
the Icelandic language. Dennis is the 
son of Signm and Eric Stefamo,1 of 
Gimli, Manitoba. 
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-Helgi H. Austman

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF' THE TRIP TO ICELAND - 1974 

H2ving returned recently from a 
month long trip to Iceland, which wa, 
an extremely enjoyable time for my 
wife and myself, I can't help but be 
enthusiastic about telling other people 
about it. In terms of a vacation, I 
cannot think of any other time I have 
had greater enjoyment for a full 
month from the time we gathered in 
the Winnipeg Airport along with I 98 
other people, mostly of Icelandic 
origin, till all of us returned together 
a month later. Even though many of 
the group of 200 did not know each 
other at the start, we were immediatelv 
close friends as a travelling group. , 

Very briefly let me list some of the 
rea,o,LS ·why this one-month vacation 
,vas so enjoyable for both my wife and 
myself. First and foremost is the out
standing hospitality of the people of 
Iceland. \\Thether it was meeting rel
atives, friends or stranger,5, we were 
receiYed with open arms, much of the 
traditional coffee and goodies to eat 
and �eneral friendliness wherever we 
went. In fact at times the hospitality 
almo�t became embarrassing and all 
of the goodies that are showered upon 
the ,isitors can become somewhat over
hurclening to the digestive system. Still, 
in many cases, our hosts complained 
that they did not have the opportunity 
to do enough for us whereas at the 
same time we felt that they were doing 
far too much. 

Another most enjoyable feature was 
the outstanding beauty of the scenery. 
Iceland certainly is endowed with a 
great deal of both tender and ruo-ged 

b, 

beauty. There is great variety from the 
super green-fields and farmlands in 
the agricultural areas to the rugged, 
barren, but colorful mountains and 
the coastline that ranges from black 
sand beach to tall rugged rock cliffs. 
The various flowers abound both in 
the low lands and up in the mountains 
and are of a type that we seldom see 
in this country. There is so much to 
see that you really don't notice that 
there is a great lack of trees and 
practically no forest as such. However, 
·where these do occur, such as at Hall
ormstadir and at Akureyri, they do
lend an additional feature to the land
scape.

Another enjoyable and exciting 
feature was the festival atmosphere of 
the country in this 1100th anniversary 
of its settlement. In all the districts 
there were local celebrations, the out
standing one of course being at Thing
' ellir. It was indeed a colorful and 
majestic sight to view the many 
thousands of people who gathered on 
the slopes of Thingvellir, that beauti
ful natural amphitheatre, to watch a 
day-long program of pomp and cere
mony and entertainment. 

Another enjoyable aspect was th-= 
opportunity to act as ambassadors of 
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Canada and to promote the attendance 
from Iceland at the 100th year anniver
sary celebrations of Icelandic settle
ment in Canada. This impressed many 
people in Iceland and it was obvious 
that all 200 of u.s had been active pro
moters. The estimates of the number 
of people that may come to Canada 
from Iceland next year range from 
hundreds into thousands. 

It will indeed be a challenge for us 
in Canada to return some of the 

hospitality that we have enjoyed to 
our guests from Iceland in 1975. I am 
sure we look forn·ard to that opportun
ity and that there ·will be much plan
ning this ·winter for how we migl1t do 
the best po.ssible job both indiYidu:dly 
ancl collectively. I am sure, in parti
cular, all of those people who enjoyed 
the Icelandic hospitality this past sum
mer ,rill be anxious to recipronte in 
ewry ,my possible. 

-1111-1n-tn-a++a-n-11-11u-

THE BLUE EVENING STAR 

(Er blastjarnan skin) 

From the Icelandic of H. S. Blondal 

The blue evening-star 
In its path-way of light, 

Now gleams from afar, 
Through the fathomless night. 

"\!\That cames my mind 
"\V1ith longing to soar, 

Rejoicing to find 
Deep wonders in store? 

The clear, silent star, 
That in reverence I see, 

Is sent from afar 
"\Vith assurance to me: 

Though dismal and cold 
Be life on this shore, 

Vast glories unfold 
"\Vhen my journey is o'er. 

-Jakobina Johnson
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UNIVERSITY GRADUATES AND MEDAL \A/INNERS 

ELIZABETH AGNES COMA.CK 

Gold .:\Iedal in Honors Sociologv, Lni,er-
sity of Winnipeg. 

' ' 

Parents: Hugh and Agnes (nee Barda!. 
Comack, 32 Valley View, ,\ssiniboia, 

Elizabeth ·will proceed ,rith her ,\ L\. 
studies in Sociology (Specialization in 
Criminology) at Queen·.s lJniversity m 
Kingston, Ontario. 

VALDHIAR WARREN STEFANSON 

Gold ,\Jedal in Environmental Studies, 
Cniyersity of "\Vinnipeg. 

Parents: Stefan and Olof Stefanson, 
·winnipeg, ,\fanitoha.

LYNN MAGNUSSON 

Gold Medal Honours ,\rts, University oi 
,\fanitoba. 
Parents: Agnar and Lauga ,\Iagnusso11, 
747 Garfield St., Winnipeg, ,\Ianitoha. 

Lynn has been awarded a $01,500 Canada 
Council Special M.A. scholarship in Eng
lish, studies which she will pursue at the: 
University of Toronto. 

She also received a Department of Eng
lish, University of �Ianitoba Honors Bur
sary of $500, and an L. A. "\\'heeler Book 
Prize of $50 and an Ieleane Dmrnev ,\fem-
orial Book Prize of $50.00. 
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ROGER BYRON JOHNSON - Gold Medallist. A picture of Roger Byron 
Johnson is not available, nor is information about his parents, except that his 
father was Icelandic and his mother, Swecfoh. 
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Graduates and Scholarships 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

GRADUATES - MAY, 1974 

Bachelor of Arts 

ARNASON, Barry Charles 

ARNA.SON, Rita Maureen 

AUST'.\IAN, Robert ;\Iitchell 

BENSON, Sylvia Ann 

BRANDSON, Gilbert Wayne 

ELIASSON, Hugh Gissur 

GISLASON, Donald Garth 

HJORLEIFSON, Josephine 

JOHANNESSON, Harold Ross 

JOSEPHSON, Wendy Louise 

PALSSON, Valerie Ingrid Gwen 

STEE\NSON, Bonnie Eileen 

THO::\IPSON, Thoma.5 Ingvar 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) 

HENDERSON, Larry Hjalmar 

OLIYER, Douglas Balclur (First Class 

Honours) 

Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) ..... . 

BENJA.:'.\fINSON, Ellen :'.\Luy 

DA'.\IELSON, Dennis Leslie 

JOSEPHSON, George Barry, B.Sc. 

Rachelcr of Science 

EGGERTSON, Douglas Edward 

JOIL\:'.\'"NSOX Bjorn Neil 

LA:\IBERTSEN, Gudrnunclur Ken-

neth 

Bachelor of Environmental Studies 

EINARSON, Neil Gregory 

Bachelor of Science in Agriculture 

ARNA.SON, Brett Franklin 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(Civil) 

ERICKSON, John Richard 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 
(Geological) 

DANIELSON, Grant Douglas 

Master of Science 

SIGURDSON, Bryan Gestur, 
B.Sc (Wpg)

THORGEIRSON, Gordon Wayne 
B.Sc. (Hons,)

Bachelor of Social Work 

BJORNSON, Marion Ann Phyliss 

Bachelor of Physical Education 

ANDERSON, Douglas Richard 

EYJOLFSON, Carlyle Magnus 

KRISTJANSON, Cheryl Roberta 

PETERSON, Valerie Kathleen 

Bachelor of Pedagogy 

THORLAKSON, Geraldine Dora 

Associate in Education 

ANDERSON, Diane Gayle 

AUST'.\IAN, Doreen Joan 

JOK\NNSON, Judy Christine 

JON.\SSON, Karen Sherrill 
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Doctor of Medicine 

SIGURDSON, Eric Stefan, B.A. 

(W. Ont.) 

Doctor of Dental Medicine 

JOHNSON, Roger Byron-University 

Gold ·Medal 

SIGURDSON, Sigurjon Einar 

Bachelor of Laws 

CHRISTIANSON, Bjorn, 

B.A. CWpg,) 

EINARSON, Barbara Jean, B.A .. 

EYJOLFSON, Albert Walter 

GOOD:'.\IAN, Arnold Arthur, B.A., 

(Hons.) 

GOODMAN, Beverley Erin, B.A. 

GOOD:\L\N, Thomas Alexander, 

B .. \. (Wpg.) 

Bachelor of Nursing 

EINARSON, Linda l\Iary 

Diploma in Occupational Therapy 

.FJELDSTED, Ingrid Brenda 

:\faster of Arts 

KRISTOFFERSON, Kenneth :'.\Imray, 

B.A. 

SIGURDSON, Elaine Ann, B."\. 

�faster of Education 

P.\ULSON, Barbara Lynn, B.A, H.Ed. 

SIGURDSON, Siggi, IL\., B.Ed. 

B.1chclor of Arts (Honours) 

.\L\G:',USSON, Augusta Lynne, (Fir 

(First Class Honours), University 

Gold Medal. 

SNIDAL, Duncan James 

Bachelor of Education 

ARNA.SON, Kristjan, B.A. (Wpg.) 

EYVINDSON, Peter Knowles, B.A. 

FREDERICKSON, Louis Dawn, B.A. 

JOHANSON, Judith Elizabeth, B.A., 

(Wpg.) 

ARNASON, Cameron Ross, B.A. 

KRISTOFFERSON, Kenneth ::VIurray, 

B.A., l\I.A.

PERL:'.\fUTTER, Kristine Inga, B .. -\., 

(Hons.) 

STRATTON, Jonina Nancy, B.A. 

-:\IEDALS 

Arts Honours Course 

:'.\rAGNUSSON, Augusta Lynne 

Gold 1'Iedal. 

Dentistry 

JOHNSON, Roger Byron - (also win
ner of :'.\facLachlan Gold ::VIedal, Dr. 
John Earl Abra Scholarship, Dr. 
Joseph Freeman "'.\Iemorial Book 
Prize, Dr. F. "\\T. L. Hamilton Scholar
ship) 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

FELLOWSHIPS 

THORSTEINSON, Olivia Julian, -

S l ,000.00 

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG 

GRADUATES - May 1974 

Bachelor of A:rts (Honours) 

CO:'.\L\CK, Agnes Elizabeth 

Bachelor of Arts (General) 

BJORNSON, Carol :'.\Iargaret 

HALLSON, Gerald l\Iarvin 
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SIGCRDSON, Leigh Colin 

STEFANSON, Valdimar Warren 

BRANDON UNIVERSITY 

Bachelor of Arts 

JO:'\SSON, Barbara Louise 

GOLD MEDAL WINNERS 

Sociology 

CO:\L\CK, Elizabeth Agnes, Winnipeg 

Environmental Studies 

STEL\NSON, Valdimar Warren, \Vin

nipeg. 

Bachelor of Science 

CHRISTL\:'\'SO.:\', Carlyle Bruce, 

(a, of Oct. 197:i) 

MEDALS - BRANDON UNIVER

ITY SIL VER MEDAL 

(for outstanding achievement based on 

student's University academic perform

ance) 

Psychology 

JO:'\SSON, Barbara Louise 

The Peter D. and Una B. Cameron 

::uemo.rial Scholarship of $600.00 

Shared by Barbara Louise Jonsson 

UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO ,1973 

JOHNSON, :\Iarion, :\I.A. degree in 

Hi.storical Linguistics. London, Ont. 

UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN 

ONTARIO - 1974 

JOHNSON, Marion, :\I.A. degree in 

:\Icdiaeval English. 

:\farion has been awarded a Iellmv

ship to pursue her Ph.D. studies in 

Linguistics at Ohio State University. 

WATERLOO UNIVERSITY, ONT.

1974 

JOHNSON, Edward, IL\. degree 111 

:\fathematics, Honours course. 

ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Icelandic Canadian Club o[ 
\Vinnipeg is offering a scholarship of 
$100.00 for the academic year of 197'1-
197 5, to a student of Icelandic or part 
Icelandic de.scent who has completed 
grade XII in Manitoba and is proceed
ing to studies at one of the three uni
versities in Manitoba. 

Qualifications will be based primar
ily on Departmental or Board exami
nation results, but consideration will 
be given to qualities of leadership and 

community service and need for fin
ancial a5.5istance. 

Candidates are hereby invited to 
send their applications together with 
a satement of examination results and 
testimonials from two leaders in the 
community by November l, 1974, to 
the Club Secretary: 

Mr. H. J. Stefansson 
Suite 419, 
60 \i\Thellams Lane, 
Winnipeg, l\fan. R2G 0V8 
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SHIRLEY MCCREEDY 

Airborne to Iceland 

JULY 3-4. 1974 

The airship aloft, we set our clocks 

ahead five hours. No one sleeps, 

for daylight is ahead 

as our midnight tolls the witching hour. 

\Ve sing . .. we eat. . : 

we give thanks that all is well 

as ·we wing our way 

to the homeland of our forefathers. 

A sense of kinship prevails 

and we are light-hearted. 

\ \' e are over Hudson Bay 

framed by black and rocky wasteland, 

austere ... dramatic. 

Then dawn brings day 

and the last hours of the night 

bring dreamlike lethargy. 

\Ve meet new friend5. 

Belo,v are ice floes, 

then snow upon snow on Greenland ... 

mountains of white. 

\Vhat treasures under the mantle of mow? 

The sun glistens on the snow, 

with play of light and shadow. 

Then blinding brilliance blurs the horizon 

·where white meet.5 blue -

and soft wool-like terrain 

27 
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replaces the grandeur of tundra. 
In awe we feast our souls 
in untrammelled pleasure, 
relaxing after the foreboding m the night 
as we approach the land of the midnight sun 
where no darkness falls 
and nature's quilt begins to spread 
to touch the ocean's surface. 
Suddenly a light so blinding we cannot see; 
then the horizon's flame cools 
to reveal the isolated rocky coast 
which at one time was ice; 
whose lava flow from aeons past 
still marks the surface of the land 
and for centuries upon centuries to come 
·will continue to mark the land
and change the lives of the people who stayed
to preserve this dreamland home.

AUTUMN 1974 

THE ICELANDIC FESTIVAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

Participation in extra-curriculJr or 
community activities, in school or 
in the general community. 

The Icelandic Festival of ?IIanitoba e 
is offering two scholarships to students 
,rho have already studied a year at a 
university, one for $125.00 and one .-\pplications for these scholarships

with relevant supporting information,
including age, the name of the college 
or university attended, and a trans
script of marks, are to be forwarded 
by October 31 to the Executiye Secret
ary of the Festinl Committee: 

for $75.00. They are tenable at any 
one of the three universities in :'.\Ian-
itoba. 

The follmdng is the basis for sel
ection: 

Icelandic or part Icelandic descent. 
@ ,\ first class "A" academic stand-

ing is desirable; a "B" standing is 
the minimum. 

:'.\Iiss ;\Iattie Halldorson 
Suite 3, 568 Agnes St. 
"Winnipeg, R3G 1N6 
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ER! BJORNSON:-

WORLD WAR II EXPERIENCES 

WITH THE ROYAL CANADIAN AIR FORCE 

(,:sual conversation ,1·ith the ed
itor initiated this article: 
"\\'ouid you write something for the 
Icel:mdic Canadian?" he enquired. 
"Wh:.H would I write about?'' I asked. 
"Perhaps an account of your RCAF

experiences in '\Vorld '\Var II," he sug
ge,tecl. "Some o[ your experiences 
miµ-ht be of interest to our readers.' 

Consequently, after reviewing this 
three-year career from my past, I have 
selected a few of my actiYities and im
pressions, topics which have lain more 
or les, dormant in my memory for a 
quarter of a century. 

:\1 y first awareness of ,\'arfare dates 
back to my childhood years. I recall 
seeing young men from my neighbor
hood in '\Vorld '\Var I uniforms home 
on leave, and hearing about casualties 
among them, later, overseas. At school 
a few years later, I became bilingual 
(Icelandic - English) and became im
pressed with the content of textbooks 
such as the then authorized "Canadian 
Re:1der" and concurrent history books. 
Poems, stories, and other reading ma
terial of that era did not develop the 
anti-militaristic themes and tone ,\·hich 
can be found in present-day school 
books. 011 the other hand, they lauded 
war-heroism, answerinP- the call to 
dutY, and the readincst to sacrifice in 
the interests of one's country. Natural
lv. in those pre-Commonwealth days, 

a comparatively pro-British attitude 
was cultivated 1\'ith favorable refer
ences to the "l\Iother Country" with its 
far-flung "Empire" including daugh
ter-Dominions such as Canada. 

Childhood impressions are lasting, 
and undoubtedly a background like 
this influenced the decision by men 
o[ my generation to participate in 
·world "\Var II when it became a real
ity. Apart from that, the motiyations
to enlistment are subjective. They may
be a complexity of influences which
could include those which are person
al and social, selfish and altruistic, Yol
untary and acquiescent, in varying
proportions for each individual.

In my case, I chose to ignore the 
available option of being "frozen" in 
my civilian profession for the duration 
of hostilities. I chose to apply for a 
position as Air Navigator in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. l\Iy formal en
listment took place 32 years ago in 
.\ugust, l 9°12. The ceremony included 
holding hands il'ith a dozen other vol
unteers as ,\'e swore the Oath of Al
legiance. Some interest was adcled bv 
the fact that the well-known radio 
personality, D. R. P. ("Darby") Coats, 
conducted the ceremony. 

It was December before I was posted 
to :'.\fanning Depot at Brandon. Mean
while, I continued in my civilian 
position as teaching principal of a 
rural consolidated school. At Bran
don I was pleased to find, also in uni-
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form, several of my colleagues. Includ
ed were the late Barney Thordarson, 
my for:mer teacher at Mary Hill School, 
Carl Bjarnason, a former fellow-stu
dent at the University of Manitoba 
Summer School. The inevitable ques
tion was from the non-Icelanders: "Are 
you two related?" 

Unlike army and navy units, RCAF
flights 1 rarely remained intact for 
more uhan a few weeks during train
ing. As a result, long-lasting associ
ations \we.re not esitablished among 
airmen until they formed their crews 
for combat duty. After a few days at 
Brandon, I was posted to Souris, Man
itoba, where I spent several weeks 
learning to march, drill, salute, and 
perform other milita,ry functions. Only 
on rare occasions did I encounter 
former civilian friends or acquaint
ances, but I found it interesting to 
meet and associate with the many 
types of men with whom I trained. 

From Souris I was posted to No. 3 
Wire1ess School in Winnipeg, where 
several of us future navigators per
formed "Tarmac Duty" while await
ing a posting to Initial Training 
School at Regina. Tarma,c duty in
cluded uhe cleaning of aircraft, sweep
ing hangar floors, picking up cigarette 
butts and other litter arnund the 
buildings, and shovelling snow. "\,Vhen 
we ran out of such duties, the proper 
thing to do was to keep out of sight. 
The only break in this monotonous 
routine was an occasional opportunity 
to fly as passengers on the training 
flights for wireless operators. I re
member this particularly because of 
a trick of fate which saved my life. I 
had missed my scheduled flight be
cause my bus-transport from barracks 
to t:he airfield was late. Another air-

1 Flights in the RCAF were comparable units 
to the army platoon. 

man who was on hand took my place. 
The plane crashed near La Salle, :'.\Jan
itoba, shortly after take-off. 

Later, ,vhen I had my turn to go 
"upstairs" for the first time, I had 
misgivings. An airman in training for 
aircrew duty must fly sooner or later, 
hm,·ever, and I do recall that this first 
flight of mine was a genuine thrill. 
It was a welcome break in a dull and 
troub1'ed period - for my transition 
from civilian life to RCAF ,1·artine 
was not an easy one. 

Regina I.T.S.2 gave little time for 
the lone1iness and moping "·hich 
could develop in idle time. Intensive 
study of navigational theory and air
rnanship, supplemented by vigourous 
physical training and drill parades oc
cupied both mind and body during 
the waking hours. Sleep came easily. 
Health and morale ,were at their peak. 
Our course here ended ·in late sum
mer ,vith a "prop" parade where we 
were given the rank of Leading Air
craftman (LAC) - a riise from the 
lowly AC2 (Aircraftman Second Class) 
where our careers had begun. 

During my stay at Regina I recall 
the pleasure of meeting F11si Arnfinn
son, a one-time resident of my home 
town. Fusi had enlisted early and was 
already a Flight Sergeant, and later 
became an officer. I was grateful at 
the time for his advice and information 
about RC\F life in general. In due 
course I was granted a few days' leave 
between pay-days. It marked the only 
occasion for my indulgence in the un
manly art of hitch-hiking, when I 
made the trip from Regina to "\Vin
ni,pcg "on my thum�"· Ride_s wer_efreely offered to servicemen m um
form in those days, but there were 
compiications. Gasoline and tires ,1·ere 

2 Initial Training School. 
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rationed, and consequently trips were 
few. 

From Regina ITS ·we were promoted 
to Portage La Prairie Navigation 
School in the fall of 1943. Here the 
class-room training was intensified. "\,Ve 
now applied our navigation theo�y. to 
a practical purpose on 3-hour 

_
trammg 

fliohts on Anson bombers which took 
b 

• b us oYer all parts of southern Mamto a. 
It was interesting to view both 
familiar and unfamiliar landmarks 
from the air, both by day and by night. 
As flying LA.C's we were p

_
aid $2:25

per clay plus board and lodgmg. With 
allm1·ances, this was in excess of teach
ers' salaries at that time. The routine 
included training in Morse Code, N ayi
oation o-unnerv, aircraft recognition. 
b ' b 

"\Ve practised using the sextant as an 
aid to navigation-a waste of time as 
it turned out, because it had become 
obsolete and replaced by radar devices 
by the time that we arrived overseas 
for combat dutv. I also recall aircraft 
recognition (ACR) as a lost cause

_
. My 

low score in this subject was said to 
haYe deiayed my commission; yet, 
ironicallv in mv career as a navigator, 
it was ��tirelv, outside my range of 
duties, and I �,·as neyer in a situation 
where I could have used it. 

At Portage I made the a,cquaintance 
of Flying Officer Alvin Hamilton who 
was my navigation instructor and 
flio-ht commander3

• Prior to his enlist
m;nt he had -been a teacher in Sask
atchewan - also the :leader of the 
Saskatchewan Conservative p a r t y 
which at the time was not represented 
in the legislature. Aft-er a successful 
career with RCAF Ferry Command. 
:.\fr. Hamilton has made, in my 
opinion, a worthwhile contribution to 
Canada as a federal M.P. and cabinet 

3 .-\n RC.-\F "flight" is comparable in size to 
an army platoon. 

minister in the Diefenbaker admin 
istration. 

From Portage we graduated as Air 
Navigators ,in November. vVe received 
the rank of Sergeant and were present
ed with the single wing insignia, with 
the Ietter "N", to wear on our tunic) 
and battle-dress. Some of the sergeants 
were promoted the next day to the 
rank of Pilot Officers; others remained 
sergeants for a considerable length of 
time, rising gradually through the 
ranks of Flight Seargeant, ·warrant Of
ficer 2nd Class, and vVarrant Officer 
First Class4. Commissions were granted 
from time to time through interviews 
with senior officers. :'.\I,ine came in the 
e:111ly part of 1945 - later than I would 
have liked, but welcome nevertheless. 

"\Ye were ready for an oyerseas draft 
in December, 1943. but had to wait. 
The cause or delay may have been a 
shortage of shipping tonnage. :\fore 
lieklv it was a surfeit of trained air
crew: for the Commonwealth A.ir 
Training Plan hacl been operating on 
a large scale for some time. 

Commando training was then in 
yog·ue - particularly in the army. In
order to keep us fit and active, the 
RCAF gave us a modified course in 
"unarmed combat", conducted by 
Canadian _'\rnw repatriates. ,\t Valley
field and Three Rivers in uhe province 
of Ouebcc we climbed cliffs and trees, 
slitl;�rcd �lawn ropes, pretended to 
jab each other ,dth hat pins, jogged 
and route-marched, crawled through 
tunnels, learned how to hit or kick 
sensitive parts of the opponents' bodies, 
and practised the art of dodging rifle 
or Sten-gun ,]mEets. This last-named 
activity \'ras relatiYe'.v safe. Hml'ever, 
I rec;ll that one o�·erlv-rnrious air
man raised his h�ad at the wrong time 

4 "' /0-1 equals the army rank of Regiment• 
al Sergeant �fajor. 
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and 1,ras hit. I never learned how he 
tared after he was taken to the hospital. 

ln :\Iarch, 19H, I em barLed at Hal
ifax on the :\' ew Amsterdam with 
thomancls of other members of the 
various Canadian armed services. I 
,hared a small stateroom ·with 17 other 
airmen. The floor-,p;ice accommodated 
fiye :l-tiercd lrnnks 11·ith three men 
lyin,e:: down on the floor after the other 
fifteen hacl occupied the bunks. Port
holes ·were locked in orcler to conceal 
the ship's lights from enemy recon
naissance. In these cramped quarters 
(9'x l '.!.' approximately) we found the 
air somewhat thick. or as one ,1·ou!cl 
, ;" nowadays, polluted. Traffic to 
;1:•(i :·'.::n :he sinc;·le ,ras1uoom ·was re
stricted after everyone hacl settled in 
his :1iche for the night. The food pro
' itled by the ship's kitchens was of un

beliernbly poor qu;ility, and 11·as the 
c;1mc of what 1\·a, politely called sea
,ickne:;s - much more so than the 
motion of' til(' ship. Only ,·:hen. near 
the end or the n>1·;,/C, 11-c illegally 
rc\orted to onr c1ncr��C!H'Y food rations, 
did -,re recover from the malady. 

Our ship, being capable of ,ome 20 
knot,. 11·as inclepenclcnt or crm\·ovs or 
otl1cr pro:cction ;-,t '-�'�1. and n1ost of 
the time we sailed alone. '\\'c watched 
po:·poisc.c;. pl;ncJ cards, promenaded 
on ,,,,. deck. aui read to p:1·-,-, the time. 
01,1•: or t11·icc al dusk 1•:e sighted a 
dc-t1 U\Cr or con-ette fla�Li,1µ,- .\lclis
Lmip signals to our s1 1ip. This broke
the monotony ;1 n(l g:l'\'e re:,,surance.
Became our co1,r,c sig·-zaggnl to elude
enc:;11· �a:brnarincs, it took six clavs to
reach our fin,! sighting or land in
Xorthcrn Ireland. From there it 11·as
a n)atter of onh· hours bef<l1'e ,\'e dock
ed at Grecnock, Scotland. Here we

were ·wclcomccl by a thrilling display
of ae-rolxHics by two Spitfires. These
aircr:1 [t, which were s w i f t and
ni;rn eu yera ble. ,rcre at that time 11·ell-

known for the important part which 
they played in check-mating the Luft
waffe during the Battle of Britain. 

From Greenock, the overland jour
ney to Bournemouth, on the south 
coast of England, was a memorable 
experience. I recall vividly the shrill 
toot of the miniature British railwav 
trains, and the '':\!other-Goose" land
scape made up of masonry bridges, 
green hedge-rows, brick houses. I sat 
up all through the moon-lit night to 
enjoy the scenery. 

The RCAF Reception Depot at 
Bournemouth was a welcome haven 
for travel•weary men. Luxurious apart
ment h:mses, normally occupied by 
well-to-do vacationers, ,\'ere our sleep
ing quarters. The food was ,vholesome 
ancl tasty. Recreation and entertain
ment was easily available and, accord
ingly, our stay at Bournemouth was 
pleasant . I 1\·as housed in Bath Hill 
Court, a resort hotel made of white 
limestcmc Because it was easily visible. 
it 11·as ironically nicknamed "Target 
!or Tonight". I say "ironically" be
cau.sc none o[ us ,ranted it to be
honihcd. :mcl, to the best of my know
ledge. it neyer was hit.

lt ,ras of passing interest to listen 
i'or th-c first time to "Lord I-Iaw-H,rw"5 

on the radio, and to hear in the news 
11!at a British plane liad been shot 
dO\-.·n in the ncarhv ";'\;ew Forest", 

;,ccorcling· to British historv 
Kii:·� '\\'illiam Rufus had been killed 
lJy a1! ;irrow ,rhi:c deer-hunting in 
the ,car 1100 .\.D. 

1hring my stay ;:t Bournemouth, l 
contactccl l'xo friends - Iellow-'.\Iani
toba.ns 11'110 had preceded me oYer
seas. Lt. Col. l�inar Arnasoa wzis sta-

"Lord Haw-Ha\\' "·as the nickname of 'i\'il
li:nn 1{n(c. an ili�h .\n1crican ,vho broad
c1-;t ,:�iii �)rr; 1 )a;:a:1da '.'nnn Eurc,pe d l1ring 
\\'or 1d \r:n II. 
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l.ic,::cd m southern England develop
ing his flame-thrower project which 
'Wa., later to contribute substantially 
to the allied war effort and win for 
Einar the O.B.E. decoration. '.\Iy visit 
at his training centre was most int·erest
ing .. \t Bournemouth I encountered 
Carne:ron Mann, a former school mate 
from Lunclar, '.\Ianitoba He was then 
on repatriation leave having served 
for ,ome time as a radar operator in 
Hm:na. These two meetings precip
ita tetl my awareness of the war and 
remi:1.cled me that I, too, ,rould soon 
be iiwolved in it. 

:\h· training ,vas, however, at this 
time incomplete. Soon I was posted to 
'.\Iil]om in Cumberland for a short 
con· ,e in air-navigation in the English 
set Here, again, 1\·e trained in 
. -\m<1ns, flying mainly over the Irish 
Sea to ;'\'orthern Ireland or southward 
akff::.: the coast of England and 'Wales. 
'.\fi:'.,lm 11·as as unattractive in every 

as Bournemouth had been to 
m, :iking. The chief item on the cliet 
wa, " melange o[ cheese and potatoes. 
fo: :. :1ricty we sometimes had potatoes 
,1·;,:, cheese. .\ ne,1· dimension in our 

, ,\'as the presence of mountain, 
ancl 1 he sea. Also, ,ve began to know 
m:J ,, about the location or l>·ifr;h 
air I . ids and about navigation procc
(l,;1· i:1 the ne11· ctn-ironmcnt. 

. \ plc:isant break from our '.\Iillom 
H)l' ; ,e ·was a day-long trip into the
L,\c", District. Some of us visitt'd this
he;,-. iful corner o[ Eng·lancl which is
co::' a,-•.ociatccl with the poet
\\'i)li::m 'ffonh,rnrth. \Ve hacl time tn
Yisit his cottage and to row for an
hot' or so on one o[ the lake,
Dcn-.:ent '\\"ater. I think it was.

-;,.;on I v,,is po.steel to Kinloss, an 
RAf' station in ::\Iorayshire, in :\'or
thern Scotland, ·with a number of other 
na, Here ·we met other aircrew 
tr;"lesrnen: pilots. gunners, ,l'ireless 

operators, bomb-aimers, and engineers. 
These would constitute the crews which 
would operate together on further 
trammg flights and eventually, on 
bombing missions. "Crew-up" was a 
do-it-yourself exercise in personnel 
selection. Pilots, as ultimate crew-cap
tains took the initiative after observ
ing the members of the other trades in 
their daily routines of eating, drinking, 
conversing, and other activities. Every
one tried to exercise care to choose 
compatible team-mates. Compatibility 
was very essential in an air-crew, for 
co-operation was required for efficiency 
ancl for safety. It was my good fortune 
to serve in a crew in ,vhich there was 
mutual respect among the members 
although all ·were from different back
grounds. 

l. Pilot and Captain: F /0 B. G.
PE.\RSO>J, 206• son of English parents,
born in Canada after his parents first
immigration to this country. Enlisted
in the RC.\F in London in 1943 1Yhilc
living there with his parents who had
returned to England in 1939. Although
he trained in Canada, England wa5
'home' to him during the war. His
cremnates enjoyed many leaves with
his parents at Dagenham, Essex where
his father, B. G. Sr. worked in the
nearby Ford plant.

1 regret to state that "Bun", after 
�ln-1iving a tour of operations with 
Bomber Command lost his life in his 
posH1·;tr employment as a helicopter 
pilot on the so-called "De1\·-line". My 
onh· contact a.t present with my cre,1· 
is an indirect one. I keep in touch 
11·ith :\fr. and �Irs. Pearson who now 
lil'e in \'ictoria, B.C. 

9 :\',l\·igator: The ,\Titer of this 
article, age 30, high school teacher pre-
11·:ir ancl post-war. 



34 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN AUTUMN 1974 

'.3. Bomb-Aimer: W /0 H. RITCHIE, 
20, from Ontario. 

4. Air-Gunner: W/0 F. :\IORIARTY,
20, from Toronto and W /0 PHIL
!LOTT, 30, born in England but a
long-time resident of the Ottawa area.

fi Flight Engineer: F;S H. COWAN, 
:ll, a :\Ianchester business-man before 
and after his RAF career. 

7 F/S R. CHISHOL\J, 19, from New
castle-on-Tyne an RAF-trained 
·wireless operator.

Individual pursuits in post-war life
and geographic separation have all
but broken up the friendly association
,vhich ,ms mutually enjoyed by the
sun·iving members of this crew, in
war-time.

As a crew we were posted to the
R.\F station at Forres, Scotland, a
near-by satellite of Kinloss. At this
point, I wish to digress from my nar
rative to report my indirect encounter
1\·ith the witches from "::\Iacbeth". It 

was here that :\Iacbeth and Banquo,
according to Holinshead's Chronicles,
the source of Shakespeare's historic
drama, encountered the three witches
which initiate the action of the play.
It was here, too, that I saw Cluny
Stone at the foot of Cluny Hill near
Forres. This huge stone bears a bronze
placque with an inscription which may
be paraphrased as folloil·s:

'Condemned witches were brought 
to this site, tied in faggots, carried 
to the top of Cluny Hill and then 
rolled down its slope. The Cluny 
Sterne marks the spot where they 
normally came to a stop and where 
they were burned to death by setting 
fire to the faggots.' 

- So much for my second encounter
1\·ith history!

At Forres ,ve flew once again in An
sons but soon converted to the larger 

,vhitleys, with whose longer range we 
cruised farther afield. Our first aware
ness of "D-Day"7 was the sight oJ 
hundreds of Horsa gliders, laden with 
men and materials, being to,ved to the 
continent to share in the invasion. c\t 
this point we were recalled to base, 
probably in order to remove the 
cum bcrsome 1 \'hitlcys from the pa th 
of the east-bound invasion craft. On 
later training flights i\"C flm\- Norther
ly courses - sometimes towards Ice
land, but never very near, although 
at Lat. 58 °N, our base was not much 
more than 300 miles away. A YiYid 
reminder of our northerly position at 
Forres was the fact that there was al
most continuous daylight through ,he: 
June nights. 

Postings now came more rapidly, 
the first being to Syerston RAF station, 
1d1erc we converted from a 2-engi:1ed 
craft to the four-engine Short Stirling, 
a massive aircraft, much less manocu
,·erable than the Lancasters which we 
ultimately flew on bombing raids. "\Ve 
trained on Lancasters at Swindcrby 
RAF station for a few days before be
ing posted to the RAF station at East 
Kirkby near Boston in Lincolnshire. 
.\t this final location we started and 
finished our operational tour with 
Bomber Command - from late 191-:! 
to the end of hostilities in I 945. 

"Kirkby" was probably "Kirkjuba:r·· 
to early Norse settlers in England. but 
to me it was a place for tension-filled 
sun-ival between our attempts to carry 
destruction to selected targets in Eur
ope. A few rccollecions come to me 
as I write: 

Two squadrons, including RAF 
No. 57 to which I belonged, were based 
at East Kirkby. Crews were C0111JY)'ied 

7 D-Dav was June 6, 1944, the date when 
Allied forces invaded Europe to open the 
western front. 
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of various mixtures of personnel. Some 
were entirely RAF while others had 
RAF airmen in combination with those 
of the USAAF, RAAF, RNZAF, and 
others. I had a brief acquaintance, be
fore they went missing, with the navi
gator of a Norwegian crew which had 
trained at Little Norway near Tor
onto. 11/e attempted to converse in my 
Icelandic and his New Norse, but fail
ed, and had to resort to English. H"' 
informed me, however, that communl
cation was possible for speakers of the 
older Norwegian tongue and Iceland
ers. ::Vly curiousity about this idea per
sists, and some day I hope to address 
some rural Norwegian in Icelandic as 
an experiment. It has also been 
brought to my attention that off-beat 
pocket communities in the English 
Lakes District (previously mentioned 
in this article) use a medieval Norse 
dialect resembling modern Icelandic. 
But I am somewhat skeptical about 
this being so. 

From East Kirkby we completed 24 
bombing missions to assorted target 
areas including Leipzig, Stettin, 
Aachen, Oslo, and others. Because 
many of these trips were of ten or 
eleven hour duration with maximum 
bomb-load, we were awarded the 
Operational 1Ving decoration after 24 
trips instead of the normal 30 which 
constituted a complete tour. The Lan
caster carried a fuel load of 2154 gal
lons and travelled one mile per gal
lon. Once we returned with insufficient 
fuel to circle in the usual fashion be
fore landing. On another occasion our 
airport was being attacked by a long
range German fighter which had pre
ceded us back to base. We took evasive 
action by landing at a nearby USAAF 

station where we spent the rest of the 

night safely. Otherwise we hacl compar

atively few dangerous incidents - as 

far as we were aware. 

The routine for most of our trips 
was tension-filled until target time, 
exhilarating as we left the target area 
safely, and fatiguing as we returned 
to base for a bacon-and-·egg breakfast. 
:\Iy duties included the continuous 
calculation of wind-speed and direc
tion, logging of times at turning-points 
and attack, supplying the pilot with 
the right course and airspeed for each 
destination, reporting the time and 
place at which crew members sighted 
aircraft being shot down. All these 
duties served some puvpose or other. 
During our tour ,the casualty rate was 
said to be about 3 per cent per raid. 
Survival was uncertain, and the words 
from the song about the Lancaster, 
"heavily loaded with terrified men" 
were, on the whole, apt and authentic. 

The biggest operation in which I 
took part was an attack on a German 
target (Leipzig, I think) by over 1300 
Halifax and Lancaster bombers. It was 
an awesome experience in the evening 
twilight to see all these large aircraft 
seemingly filling the sky, and to con
template on the degree of organization 
and planning which made it all pos
sible. Our flight engineer, F,IS Cowan, 
described it well, though inadvertent
ly, with the succinct oxymoron: "How 
bloody beautiful!" 

"\Ve were once caught in a cone of 
searchlights but ·were saved from be
ing hit by the pilot's ability to "cork
screw" our plane out of the flak. 

On a 1200•plane daylight raid on 
Dresden we saw several of our bombers 
being demolished by bombs dropped 
from other RAF planes above them -
too much traffic congestion in the tar
get area, ·we thought. 

,\nother time ,\-e circled the target 
area at Politz, near St:ettin, for fifteen 
minutes as decoys while Pathfinder 
Squadron marked the target with 
flares. ,vhen we finally went in to 
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bomb, we missed the target. Everyone 
missed the target because the wind
finder for the night provided the 
bombing leader with the wrong wind
direction - reciprocal ·wind, it was 
called. Flying near Stettin was danger
ous for other reasons. The Russian 
front was near-by, and we were told 
that the Russians ·were poor at aircraft 
recognition and therefore took no 
chances. 

Once we were routed owr Goteberg 
and the Swedish coastline on our way 
to Stettin. The Swedes, to display their 
neutrality, fired at us, but obviously 
aimed to miss. By a pilot's and/or 
navigator's error, we crossed the Ger
man occupied island of Bornholm at 
2000 feet instead of the 12,000 foot 
altitude prescribed at briefing. The 
flak ,vas heavv, and I'll never under
;,tancl how we' escaped that time. 

But there are more tranquil memor
ies from East Kirkby. 

,\s aircrew ·we depended greatly on 
the performance of ground-crew such 
as parachute packers, mechanics, ancl 
others. Their work though essential 
often ,rent unnoticed. ,Ve Canadian, 
were able to show them our appreci
ation hy gifts of cigarettes ,vith which 
11·e ,n.Te usually ,vell supplied through 
parcels from home and duty-free pur
chases made possible for Canadian, 
merseas. By supplying 'Sweet Capor,lls', 
} received free maintenance of my hi
nclc tires by a para ch n te packer. , Ve 
lJonght hard-to-get eggs from Lincoln
shire farmers at the rate of a IO-cent 
package of cigarettes for a dozen eggs. 
Our Irish batman cooked them for us 
for bet,veen-meal snacks. 

Our airport ·was protected until 
near the e1;cl of the ,var by an anti-air
craft unit known as the RAF Regi
ment. The day when they ,rere dis
handed, or sent away, we had several 
enemv aircraft over our base. They 

did no harm except to scare us, but in 
retrospect one sees the irony of it all. 

It was my custom, between trips, to 
play chess with an RAF gunner, Ian 
Forbes, who shared my hut. He had a 
chess-board and I supplied the pieces. 
vVe agreed that in the event of a 
casualty, the survivor would appropri
ate the entire set. I have the set now, 
as it was Ian's misfortune not to re
turn from one of his trips. 

Once, while still a mere ,Varrant 
Officer, I took the liberty of using the 
officers' bathhouse for a bath. This 
was a common practice because the 
water was hotter there than in the 
::\'CO's facilities As it happened, some 
twenty perspiring RAF officers ·who 
had been playing soccer decided to 
bathe at that time and caught me more 
or less in the act, and reported my in
fraction to my Navigation Officer. A

call went out on the Station P /A

sy,tem for 'IV /0 JOYNSON. This mis
pronunciation resulted in a ,!\T /0 John
�on of the RAF responding to the call. 
Later, when I explained and apologized 
lor the error to F /L Melling, he re
fused to, as he put it, reprimand two 
people for the same offence-namely 
"to try to keep clean". 

Enough of , ii ese per�onal anecdotes 
-- t•io much, perhaps. 

In due course I ,,;as interviewed for 
a commission. It pleased me that the 
.\ir Commodore chose to ignore a cer
tain entry on my file and to consider 
another. He expressed indignation at 
the :wtation: "Needs ,rntching because 
ncitl•er of British nor Canadian des
cent". This had been written by some 
one ,drn had a -very pro-British bias. 
It ,r;,, my 2,ood fortune to have been 
offirialh rated in the A-plus category 
as a na�•ig·ator, and this more positive 
comment,, influenced the A./C's cleci
,ion. It would have been a serious 
hlm1· to my pride and morale to have 
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been turned clown at this time, and I 
was pleased at my promotion to the 
rank of Pilot Officer, before returning 
to Canada. 

I was on leave in London when the 
war ended. The streets were crowded 
with quietly happy people. It was 
interesting to me to see the Royal Fam
ily driven hrough the crowds and later 
sec '11Vinston Churchill appear with 
them on a Buckingham Palace balcony. 

The only post-war flying I have 
done to date was the two trips on Lan
casters to bring home long-term war 
prisoners from Europe. The first time 
the mission was aborted because our 
landing gear was stuck and we were 
not allowed to land, as planned, in 
Brussels. Instead we had to return to 
East Kirkby for a "crash landing", 
awaited by the fire engine and am
bulance. Fortunately, the landing gear 
worked properly and we came down 
smoothly ,dthout a fire or casualty 
of any kind. This was actually the 
most frightening experience of my 
RCAF career. 

The next time, the last time I flew, 
we brought back 22 prison-weary Bri
tish soldiers. Their gratitude for the 
ride ,1·as almost beyond belief. 

I went to York to wait for repatri
ation which took place in August, 
1945, exacly 29 years before the writ
ing of this article. At York we ate, 
drank, relaxed, and gained \\'eight -
perhaps too much weight. At this time 
I encountered more of my friends in 
uniform, F/0 Arni Amason, and F /L 
Emil Eyolfson, former schoolmates of 
mine who had completed successful 

tours with the all Canadian Squadron 
in 4 or 6 Group. One other recollection 
from my stay in York is the sight of 
Italian prisoners of war who had roam
ed more-or-less freely through Eng
land since the defeat of Italy by the 
allies. Old York is a walled city. Much 
of its wall still stands intact, and it 
was of some interest to me to see these 
descendants of the Romans who may 
have constructed these ·walls, return
ing to the scene some nineteen centur
ies after the walls were erected by their 
conquering ancestors. 

In the late summer of 1945 we 
reached Halifax ·where all the boats in 
the harbor seemed to spout water and 
blow sirens to greet us. Enroute to 
::\Iontreal we stopped briefly at Monc
ton, New Brunswick, where I was im
pressed by the generosity of the people 
of that town. Each of several hundred 
servicemen was given a package of 
candy, matches, an orange, and 4 or S 
cigarettes - seemingly not much, per
haps, but magnificent ·when one con
siders that Moncton is neither a large 
nor 1\'ealthy city, and that this token 
of appreciation was tendered to in
numerable thousands of returning 
servicemen. 

Other communities deserve a word 
of appreciation in this context. 'IVo
men's clubs in my home town, Lun
clar, sent regular parcels to all who en
listed from their district, and the same 
is true of most Canadian communities. 
c\fter my return I received yarious 
,rclcome-home gifts from communities 
in which I hacl resided: scrolls, pen
and-pencil sets, cuff-links, etc. from 
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the people of Lundar, Oak View, and 
Oak Bluff. 

After a years' study under the 
auspices of the Department of Veteran 
Affairs, at Carleton College in Ottawa, 
and another at the University of l\Ian
ioba, I was ready to resume my teach
ing career in l\lanitoba. Since 1947 I 
have been on staff of the \Vin
nipeg School Division. I have seldom 
thought much about my RCAF 
career, especially in later years. Often 
it appears as time-out from living, but 
,niting this article has brought back 
some long-forgotten memories. It was 
also of some interest to discover on 
the Daniel l\Iclntyre Collegiate staff 
with me a fellow-teacher, Art Kemp, 
who had preceded me by some months 
as a pilot of a crew operating from 
East Kirkby. Sometimes he and I 
reminisce about similar experiences. 

In retrospect, ,\'hat do I think of 
the ,l'ar? Although this question is 
not easily answered, a few random 
thoughts come to mind: 
l. People ,1·ork harder and co-operate

better in a common cause imposed
by warfare than they normally do
in peace time.
Participation in war can be a re
warding experience for its surviv
ors, but not for others and their
kin.

3. \Var is a poor method to settle
world problems. There must be a
better way.

4. The people of Britain really lost
the war - and they deserved a
better fate.

,>. Great technical advances resulted 
from the war. These should be ap
plied to the betterment of human 
society, and some of them have 
been so applied. 

G. Post-war reading has convinced me 
that \Vold \Var II could have been 
avoided. Hopefully, \Vorld \Var III 
will never take place, but it is very 
easy to be cynical about this at the 
present time. 

7. Finally, there are too many civilian
aircraft getting lost in Northern
Canada. Navigation is not what it
used to be.

EDITOR"S NOTE: Eric Bjornson was 
born at l\lary Hill, near Lundar, 
l\Ianitoba. He attended United Col
lege (now the University of Winnipeg). 
the University of l\lanitoba, and Carle
ton College, Ottawa. 

He taught school in rural :Manitoba, 
and is now teaching at the Daniel 
l\Idntyre Collegiate, \Vinnipeg. He 
,va,<; for several years principal of Gor
don Bell Evening School, in \Vinnipeg, 
predous to it being closed, in 1972. 
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THE 85TH ANNUAL ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF" MANITOBA 

"The popular tslendingadagurinn 
continued its success story, with three 
day, of warm, sunny weather", report
ed one of the \Vinnipeg dailies about 
the August 3-5, 1974 Icelandic Festival 
of l\l anitoba. 

The Festival grows year by year, 
,ri th varied activities by land, water 
and air. Young and old attend, and 
not only people of Icelandic descent. 
The estimated attendance was wel\ 
in the thousands, but ,d10 can take 
count! 

On Friday evening there were al
ready crowds on Centre Street and 
down by the harbor, but at the lake
side there was an 1m-festival note. 
Hi':.'.h ,vater cowred the foot of the 
pier and sandbag dikes along the beach 
bespoke the flood threat from Lake 
1.Vinnipeg. However, Saturday morn
ing the waters had subsided and the 
sun shone bright and warm. 

Saturday morning early there ,vas 
a long line-up for the pancake break• 
fast provided by the ladies of the 
Festival Committee. On Saturday and 
the other days were the stands offering 
a nriety of Icelandic foods, including
skvr, rnllapylsa, vinarterta, rolled pan
cakes, and hardfish. 

The Saturday attractions were 
mainly down at the lake front. 

The daring Delta Wing Ski Kite 
demonstration, the skilled helicopter 
maneuvers, and the parachute jumpers 
absorbed the attention of a throng of 
spectators. In the lighter vein were 
the novelty races featuring a variety 
of float-contraptions. 

In the park during the day, ferris 

wheels and other carnival rides pro
Yicled entertainment for the children. 

The museum into which the water 
had poured the previous ·weekend, had 
been cleaned and dried out and was 
open for visitors. Two of the many 
exhibits of special interest are the 01'.
iginal of Arni Sio-urdson's paintino- 01· t, t, 

the landing of the pioneers at \\'illo,1· 

Point, October, 1875, and a fishino 
boat that saw sixty years of service o� 
Lake Winnipeg. 

The first 'event on the Sunday pro
gram were the \Vestern Canadian 
championship 10-mile road race and 
the Icelandic Festival road races, run 
concurrently. The winner of the vVes
te�-n Canadian event was 19-year old 
Rick Bourrier, of \Vinnipe<r whose 

t,, 

very creditable time ·was 51 minutes 
and 13 seconds. Fifty-year-old Norman 
Neilson, from Scotland, a temporary 
employee of Saunders Aircraft, placed 
second to Bob l\Ioocly of \Vinnipeg in 
the Festival event, in 58 minutes, 1 sec
ond. These performances should he 
an inspiration for next year's com
petitors. 

Regrettably the bicycle race was not 
featured this year, due to lack of 
entries. This event should be patron
ized next year. Bicycle races ·were a 
feature of the sports events at the Ice
landic celebrations prior to \Vorld 
vVar I. 

Sunday morning the Ladies of the 
Royal Purple, Riverton, served a pan
cake breakfast in the Park. 

The Ecumenical Service at Sundav 
noon, in the Park, ·was well attendecl. 
Pastor Ingthor Isfeld conducted the 
service. Father T. J. Hoeks led the 
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mixed gathering in prayer, and an 
ecumenical choir led in the singing. 

Pastor Isfeld spoke of the many 
Canadian citizens who belong to other 
than the Christian faith, including 
Buddhists, r,Iohammendans, Hindus 
and Bahais, as well as the many ·who 
profess no faith. "The mission field 
has changed - no longer is it in far
off lands - it is right here in our own 
country, our own community." 

Sports car races at the Gimli motor
sport Park, featuring speed, maneuver
ability, and endurance, now attract 
drivers from Ontario, British Columbia 
and the United States. 

Fine arts displays and music and 
poetry, at the Leadership Training 
Centre, Sunday and Monday, are in
creasingly an important part of the 
Festival. The paintings, over 50 in 
number, ranged from the traditional 
to the modernistic. "Best in the Show" 
,ms Batek, by Solveig Borgford, "\Vin
nipeg. Investor's Syndicate Purchase 
Award: V .0. Jonasson, of "\Vinnipeg, 
oils, Becky Tergesen, of Gimli, oils, 
Sigridur I Candi, "\Villowdale, Ont., 
wool wall hangings. \V es tern Canadian 
local color was featured in a "\\Tinter 
Prairie Town scene, by R. G. Pollock, 
and "Prairie Scene", by Agnes (Bardal) 
Comack, both of "'Winnipeg .. 

In a small room curtained off ·was a 
continuous sho,\-ing of a black and 
,d1ite movie of the famous Arctic ex
plorer, Yilhjalmur Stefansson, who 
,1-as born ten miles north of Gimli, at 
Arnes. Stefansson learned to speak 
Eskimo perfectly, like a native Eskimo. 

On the grassy mound north of the 

building, people sat and listened to 
an informal variety of singing, instru
mental music, and readings, all by 
people with at least some Icelandic 
background. Choirs from Riverton and 
Arborg made their contribution. 
Authors Paul Sigurdson and \V. D. 
Valgardson read from their own works. 

Spectacular fire,rnrks at the har1)or 
marked the close of the day. 

:'.\fonday morning a colorful 45-min
ute parade ·was acclaimed by massed 
thousands of spectators along the 
route. The Khartum Temple bands 
and other Shrine performers were most 
prominent, an indispensable part of 
the parade. The beautiful Bank of 
:'.\Iontreal float, with its silver and 
blue, was awarded first prize in the 
commercial category. There ,rere num
erous imaginative entries. 

The traditional Monday after;;oon 
program in the Park commenced v:ith 
the stately entry of the Fjallkona, Sig
run Borga Jakobson, of �eepawa, and 
the :'.\!aids of Honour, her two daugh
ters, Thora and Irene. The chairman 
was :'.\Ir. Dennis Stefanson, President 
of the Icelandic Festival. The Fjall
kona delivered greetings from :'.\fother 
Iceland to her descendants in our 
western ,rnrld. Consul-General Grcttir 
Johannson read a personal mes:sage 
from the President of Iceland, His 
Excellency Kristjan Elcljarn. 

Hon. Edward Schreyer, Premier of 
:\Ianitoba, delivered the Toast to Can
ada, one which he was happy to make. 
so he said. 

"I believe it is in Canada, as nm.di 
as in any other country in the \\orld 
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that ·we have succeeded in living to
gether, people of many different back
grounds, in harmony. At first it was 
not easy, but gradually, through cir
cumstances, we have succeeded in shar
ing the cultures of each other." 

In closing, Premier Schreyer paid 
tribute to the contributions of the Ice
landic people in many fields of activ
ity. 

In the relaxed atmosphere of the 
cooling evening, after the heat and the 
manifold activities of the dav the 
devotees of the traditional 11�ndav 
evening community sino-ino- assembled 

t. b b 

in the Park. The audience was inform-
ed that the winner of the poetry con
est had been Betty Jane \Vy lie of Strat
ford, Ontario, whose articles have ap-

peared in Maclean's and Chatelaine 
magazines. She is a granddaughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Tergeson, Gimli 
pioneers. 

The Arborg choir under the direc
tion of Mrs Kristin Johnson, and the 
St. John's Centennial Choir from Win
nipeg were featured on the program. 
Conductor of the community singing 
was Thor Johannesson. 

A dance, the third of the long week
end, was the closing event of the 
Festival. 

Plans are already under way for 
next year's Festival commemorating 
the centennial of Icelandic Settlement 
in Manitoba. 

-\V. Kristjanson 

THE CANADA !CELANO FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

The Canada Iceland Foundation is 
offering scholarships of from $100.00 
to S�00.00 for the academic year 1974-
197.G. on behalf of certain trust funds. 

Scholarships may be a,varded to:-

l. High School students of Icelandic
descent proceeding to one of the
t!nee universities in Manitoba.

2. l-;,iversity students of Icelandic des
cent, studying towards a Bachelor's,
:'\iaster's, or Doctor's degree in Arts.
Sc1:o1arship awards shall be deter-

mined by academic standing, lead
ership qualities, and financial need. 
Studies may be carried on in anv 

Canadian university. 
Candidates are herebv invited to 

send their applications together with 
a statement of examination results and 
testimonials from two leaders in the 
community by October 31, 197-1 to: 

Professor Haraldur Bessason, 
Chair of Icelandic, 
Fniversity of :'.\fanitoln. 
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THE IOELANDIO COMMUNITY IN 

PEMBINA COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

"Pembina County Centennial, 1867-
1967" in an attractive GO-page book
let containing an historical account 
of this Xorth Dakota County, publish
ed under the auspices of the Pembina 
Centennial Committee The paper 1s 
gloss, the printing good, and there is 
a weal th of illustrations. 

Of particular interest to readers of 
the Icelandit: Canadian are the sketches 
of the Icelandic communities in Pem
bina County, .\kra, Gardar, Hallson, 
and Svolcl. These are quoted below. 

Preceding this material, two para
graphs are inserted to give a glimpse 
of the origin of these Icelandic settle
ments in North Dakota. The first para
graph is a direct, the second an indirect 
quotation from The Icelandic People 
in Manitoba, by \V. Kristajnson. 

"A migration move from New Ice
land to Dakota developed among 
Thorlaksson 's followers in the spring 
of 1878. The cause ,ms partly the hard
ships and inconw:niences of life in the 
colony: the mud; the pestikntial 
swarms of flies that g-ave no peace to 

Tl:e lcelarnlic ,ettlemcnts in the 
counties of Pembina and Cavalier date 
from the fall of 1878 to 1900. Those at 
Hal,lson, .\kra and Pembina were made 
in part by :1 group ,vho wearily tramp
ed to Pembina County from Gimli, 
:.\Janitoba, ·where they had lived a life 
of extreme hardship since Oct., 1875. 
Their courag-e was amazing! Persuaded 
by a devoted minister, Paul Thorlaks-

the cattle all(l ,eriouslv curtaile,_: the 
yield of milk, ancl the' <.fotan:c :nm 
market, but a more im:11ecL1te :,nd 
compelling factor than tl1e lnn -_•:p� 
of pioneering life was the ,trn".� _ ::cl
ing ,d1ich had arisen between 
bors ... the animosity engernlcrtd m 
the religious controversy." 

In the spring of l 878, :\fagnu, Stcf
ansson, Sigunlur Joshua B_jorn�son, 
Johann Hallson, and two othe:-s ex
plored in the neighborhood of Cav
alier, ancl beyond the Sandhills, to-
1rnrds the Pembina Mountains. These 
"mountains" 11·ere only high hill� but 
the sight of them struck a responsive 
chord in the bosoms of the Icelandic 
explorers. Some half dozen families 
left Gimli for Dakota in the spring 
and summer of 1878. In 1879 twenty 
faniilies or more, totalling over a 
hundred people, followed. The great 
majority were compelled to walk the 
160 miles to their new home: and 
many arrived in a state of exhaustion. 
The follmving is based on "A Historv 
of Pembina County". 

son, about sixty families came in an
other groups to form the nucleus of 
what is now Mountain. Rev. Thorlaks
son became pastor of Mountain, Gar
dar, Thingvalla and Hallson, ·when 
manv lacked food in the winter of 
1879�1880 he bought one hundred bar
rels of flour and forty head of cattle 
011 his own note and distributed this 

·nong them himself. In 1882, v:hen
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Replica of log cabin, built in 1928 to commemorate Icelandic seLtlem'.'nt 
50th anniversary, held at Mountain, :, orth Dakota 

,till a )OlllH!, m:m, he died of comump
tion, umloubhtcdlv due to the h:,rd
ships of his life. l:Ie is buried in the 
.\fountain cemetery. 

In the l %fl census of Pembina 

In 1879 the first emigrants from the 
Icelandic community of Gimli, .\Iani
toba, arrived in Akra township. They 
were heartily greeted by the only set
tler, :\Ir. Butler Olson, a :\'orwegian 
and a Civail \Var veteran. He made 
them welcome, showed them the coun
tryside and helped in every possible 
way. The height of influx of settlers 
from the Gimli colony to Pembina 
County was in the year 1879 and the 
t ,\·o succeeding years. As these people 
had become irnpo.-erished during their 
northern stay, it is a known fact that 
many a man footed the whole distance 
of 150 miles from Gimli to Akra tmrn
ship with his 11·orlcly possessions on his 
back. 

\\'onder has often heen ex1p·e,,cd 
why these hearty Icelanders, 11·hen com-

Cour:ty shmrs a popt,lation of l::.911i 
p2rsom ... The IceLrndel"i. thong·h not 
the first, ,l"ere the brgc.,t ethnic :.:,nrnp 
to settle here . 

ing from the north and passing 
through the fertile prairies to the ea�t. 
chose the lighter wil of Akra town
ship. Grain raising was unknown in 
their native Iceland and consequently 
thn had not acquired the keenne,s ol 
judging· land on its productive value 
ancl ferti'.ity .. \lso, in the spring o[ 
1878-79 when they first entered Pem
bi11a count\' from Pembina, much ol 
the prairie land between Pembina and 
Cavalier \1·as more or le.,s inundated 
and this wa, jmt ,rhat they were tn-
ing to get away from because of their 
expe1,ience in Gimli. Building material 
,,:as plentiful ancl near at hand so they 
lmmd just ,rhat tlieY had hoped for. 

Cw1-ch scn·icr, 11·ere first held in 
>fr. 0 ,em's hrn1e with the Rev. Pan!
Thorlak<.,·on a, p,1�tor. He seryecl from
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Vidalin Church, 1888, Akra, N. Dak. 

J 878-82, and il·as follmrecl by Rev. F. 
J. Thorgrimson. In 188G, Tongue and
Sandridge congregations united and
in l 888, Vida!in Church was built
tliree miles south and a half mile west
or Akra. It is still used, having been
remodelled in 1901 and again in 1960.

, \s time:; were hard for all pioneers 

I-L\LLSO.:\'

In February. 1::-;81, a petition ,1·:1,
cirn, :,1ted in the 1, ehndi,· settlement 
a�:king the goycrnment for nrn po:;t of
fice, ,.,·est of Cav:dier, which wa, tlw 
nearest post office at the time. One 
,qs to be for the Tornn1e River com
munity. and the other for Vikur. In 
the spring of the same ,·ear. the two 
po.st offices were e,,tahlislwd: one at 
Vikur, named l\Iountain. and the other 
at the Sigurdur _Tosua Bjornson home 
This one was located ahout nine miles 
west of Cavalier on the east side of a 

many of the men left to help harvest 
the crops on Bonanza farms further 
south. The women and children were 
left to tend the crops and homes until 
fall found the men heading home 
again, sometimes by way of the Red 
River so they could buy supplies in 
Pembina. A yoke of oxen cost from 
SI 25 to $ I 40 while a team of horses 
were as high as $400. Farmers traded 
in their oxen, in some cases, for the 
more desired horses, mortgaging land 
to do so. To make ends meet, the 
cutting of wood became a cash crop 
with oak selling for $2.00 per cord, 
and poplar, etc, for $1.50. This would 
be hauled to Cavalier, Hamilton and 
other towns. 

School was not neglected. A teacher's 
report of 1897 shows 37 scholars rang
ing in age from five to thirty-five. It 
is interesting to note that each sudent 
had I 00 in deportment and that the 
teacher received $20 a month. Two 
loads of lumber were u.sed to build the 
school .. which opened with �Iiss Nelly 
Soper as teacher. Notable among these 
students are Thorstina Jackson vVal
ters, authoress of North Dakota Ice
landic stories, and Gnnlaugnr B. Gun
logson. en,;ineer, "Who donated the 
land for Icelandic State Park. 

coulcc and was named Coulee Post 
Office i\"ith Sigurdur Josua as post
master. The first mail carrier was 
Thorlaknr Jonson, making one -trip 
each ,1·eek from �fountain northeast 
to Conlee, then ea"st to Cavalier and 
back. ln 1882 Coulee Post Office was 
rno\·crl 11·e,t to the Gisli Egilson home 
next to the _T. P. Hallson place arnl 
named the Hallson Post Office, with 
Gisli Egilson as postmaster until 1884. 
It w:,s then moved to the Jon Skjold 
(Shield) General Store. which he start-
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ed in 1883. Jon Shield was postmaster. 
From this time on the Tongue River 
community was called Hallson, ·which 
was very fitting, being named after the 
first .settler there. 

Johann Hallson and his son, Gunnar, 
i\·ere the first settlers in the Tongue 
River community, arriving April 18, 
1878. They built the first log cabin, 
l2xl4, on the south side of the Tongue 
Rh-er, 10 miles west of Cavalier. July 
6th of that vear, a verv happy familv 
of nine mo;ed with tl1eir belonging:, 
into the new home. 

January 6, 1881, a meeting wa,s held 
at the Hallson home for the purpose 
of organizing a Lutheran congregation. 
There i\·ere 18 men present. Rev. Paul 
Thorlaksson became their first min
i�ter. Church officers ,\·ere Palrni 
Hjalmar, secretary; Jon Horgda1, 
treasurer, and Gunnar Hallson, choir 
director. To defray the minister's sal
ary, pledges were made of $55; also, 
"·heat, oats, hay, potatoes, and work 
were pledged. Rev. Paul's failing 
health and his death in 1882 left the 
congregation without a minister. "'\Vhen 
a minister ,ras available, services were 
held in the homes. In 1886 Rev. Fred
erick Bergman became the pastor and 
the Tongue River congregation was 
divided into two, one named Ha1lson 
and the other Vidalin. In 1892. Re,-. 
Bergman left and Rev. Jonas Sigurd
.,on became the minister. 

The Hallson Church was huilt in 
1897. The land was donated by Johann 
Hallson, a1ong with the church LclJ. 

:\fmmuin is located on the '\'l\' 1,. 

uf section 16 in Thingya11a To,\·nshir1
• 

R:,:E:;e 5(i. Rev. P:ml Thorlaks,,011. 
,,_·ith a group of Icelanders, cho,e the 
site c:::Hed "Vik", meaning inlet, tkt 
is now knmrn as �fountain. The re:1;im1 

Icelandic Lutheran Church at Hallson,

North Dakota, built in 1897 

pastor's chair, altar and financial heli,. 
In 1899, the Icebnclic Lutheran con
vention ,\·as held a, Hallson and th. 
church was dedicitecl at this time. Jo
hann Hallson died shortly before tlli, 
great day arrived, and he ,ras buried 
the same dav ;is the dedication o[ hi,; 
church. This· church, with its beautiful 
stained glass windows, after 70 ye:1i-, 
still stands on the north ,ide of High
way ;'\O. 5, ten miles 11·cst of Cwalier 
in Pembina wunty. It is z, beautiful 
:md fitting 1,1cmcrial to the fint 
pionc�rs ;tncl to .f ohann I-IJ]s01;. y"�ho 
founded it. 

"' 1d1ich theY homeste;:dcd 11·as c:.illcd 
"Vikm-b,;.;f5". :Xo,;. 2, lPF:G. the fo,t 
general election \\�a,s ca11cd and t�12 

,ettlcrs expressed their first YOlce m 
thi, ccuntrv', Ln\"-m:1king. 

Jn XoYember, 1880, a congregation 
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-:\fountain Icelandic Lutheran Church, built in 1887 

11a, orga11i1cd and the imilding ol ,\ 
th un h discussed. 'd OllC\ 11·,t., s; anc 
:me! !lie settler., \Cn bth\, so the 
church 11·,t., not built until .\ugu,t. 
188;. Before Re\. Tl10rlabon\ death 
lie clo11atcd a pan of hi, land for a 
< crnctcn·. On thi, plot the church 11·as 

h:1i!t. Dedicat�·cl .June '.'. L 1887, it i,, 
the oldest Icelandic church i11 .\rnerir:1. 
It 11·;is the pride ol tlic pi()necrs a11d 
it represented c011Cc:-tcd c om;�nmitY er
]()J ( ,incc e1Cl) IJmh- maclc ,S()Jlle (Ollt:·i
ln1tio11. ReY. }fans Th01·,gri111-o,1 wa, 
next to ,enc ,h pa,tor :11;d ;:t hi, sug
gc,tion ,, ,vnod 11·;1.s organi1cd Jan. '.'.'.\. 
188:,. . \ll the l celand ic rnngrcgatit,ns 
11·cTc inYited and hy-Lrn·s 11·en, cli,,cu·• ,
cd am! ;1cloptccl. Thi, was the !irst 
:h,emb;,,ge of the lcelzrnclic clwrchc, 
in .\mcrica. l'nclcr Lhe Je:,d,T,hip ol 
)!rs. Tl10riakur Bjornson, the Ladic, 
\id \\'as organi1ecl in J88g, the first one 
in .\mcrica. The,· p1irc:1a,ctl ,,;; ,dta 1

• 

:md mon c,r the l'urnitun' 1:;:· the 
church. 

The first Fourih of Juh cclchr.1L:<"l 
1':as hclcl in 1880 at Lcik,·:dlm. Rr,·. 
Tl10rlaksson g:H"e the ,n:lrnme ,l'i,11 

:c,,d;11g, and musical selections lol 1m,·
ing. 

The fir,t ,cat ol learning ,vas a log 
lrnt ,Dulhwcst of :,fountain at the 
home ol Re\·. X. L. Thorlaksson, first 
teacher. In W82, a .-,chool was built in 
tml'n and in I()'.'.!) a high ,chool ,ra, 
;uldcd .\liss Lmga Gcir 11·as the first 
t c'achcr. .'\' 01 ember 2, l 928, a new 
,cbool 11·as built and w;,, later destroy. 
eel hv fire. The prc,enL school was 
erect in 19'1!). In 1%1, .\fountain re
or,gani1ed with Gardar and Edinburg 
11'ith high school students attending in 
Fclinlrnrg. In 1890, the .\fountain 
Sihcr Cornet hand was cng;mizecl and 
the I irst public concert was held in 
the ,1·i::tcr of 1892 in a hall above a 
,!.!rocc·1s store. ln 1910, Thomas Camp
h,]l. the .\fountain ,d1cat king ,and 
nc:1 Bull sold ,stock in the community 
t<) Luilcl ;i railroad from Edinburg to 
Co,:',·:,, e. 1 tfr both '\\'(TC remoYed. 

At tLc turn of the centun the 
.\.O.L'.,\'. h:dl ,qs built ancl sorne 60 
,cars Liter iil ,erYcs as ;i comm1mity 
, cntc:· [or ytl1cng· and old. 

1,fou 1 1t:1in h:1d ·1 libran called 
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'.\le: :iing". in 1939, B,iran, a branch 
of t] 1 c :'.\ ational Association, took over 
the library, At one time .\fountain 
coulcl hoa;t of manv business places· 
a telephone exchange, elevator. feccl 
miil. jewelry store, livery stable, two 
general store,5, a doctor, homeopath, 
harhcr shop, harness shop, book agent, 
hotel, depot, dress-making shop, lum
ber ,arcl and a drug store. 

The Borg .\Iemorial Home is one 
of the first modern Old Peoples Homes 
built in the st:J.te and wa,5 the largest 
of its kind in the country at the time 
of the dedication October 23, 1949. 
The home ,1·as supported by persons 
of Icelandic descent in all parts of the 
l'nited States and Canada. Mrs. B. F. 

SVOLD 

The Svold cornmunitv, located in the 
110rth end of the Icela;dic settlemen1, 
is physically clividecl into three parts. 
The 11·est end comprised the hills on 
the Pembina Escarpment, the center 
,l'a, the "hayland" or meadow area and 
the cast encl includecl the sand ridge 
part. 

The original Icelandic settlers came 
;1bout 1880 either directly from Ice
land or Yia the Gimli settlement. An 
exception to this was the few-non-Ice
landers, namelv the Crowstons and 
\ \'illiam Pleas;ncc, hoth of English 
\tock and both having dwelt in Ontario 
hefore coming here. Since space limits 
the details, the familic.s ,d10 settled 
this area will only he listed, but at the 
same ime, one ,v,ill note that most of 
them are at present represented by the 
third or fourth generation. In ad
dition to the ahoYe named there were 
the Hillmans, Sturlaugsons, Dalsteds, 
Thompsons, Jacksons, Vivatsons, John 
Hjalmarson, Trvgvi Ingaldsons, Larus 
Freemans, Gudmonsons, Sigurdsons. 
Goodmans, Dinussorn,, Eyriksons, and 

Olgeirson, R.J\'., served as the fir.5t 
matron. 

Robert Ripley, in his "Belicye it or 
Not" column, stated that :\fountain 
11·as one of nrn towns in the United 
States ·with a cemeten in the center 
of town. 

.\fountain 11·as incorporated in 1940. 
The population at that time was 205. 
.\Ir . .\I. F. Bjornson served as its first 
mayor. Few towns of its size have hard
surface streets, citv water and a ''"\vhite-
,,.,ay." I 

T11·0 of ;\fountain's civic minded 
people served in the state Legislature: 
Paul Johnson from 1919 to 1927, and 
F . .\f. Einarson from 19:l:7 to 1961. 

later the Barncv StcYemons and the 
Hannessons. 

No histon of the communitv ·would 
be comp!ct� ,1·ithout mention' of the 
initiative of a few of its early residents. 
C. :\ugmt Vivat.mn was fo�mder and
owner of the SYold Store and post of
fice, which gave the area its name.
.\ftcr he discontinued selling wares
from a pack on his back, as he went
from house to house, he established a
store in hi.5 parents' home and soon
after erected a building for that pur
pose. This slore supplied the com
nrnnity's needs for vears and was a
commtmity center as 11·ell. Here the
young men gathered to practice for
the band which was organized at the
turn of the century. Between sessions,
wrestling was a fayorite pastime.

The need for a community hall was 
early recognized. This was· built on 
the sand ridge north of the Pleasance 
home and near the original tree claim 
planting made hY Larus Freeman. 
Later this hall 11·a,· moved to the nres-
ent loc;i_tion and subsequently w;i_s re-
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placed by another buiding 1\·hich 
served the ,ocial needs of the com
munity until the present one was erect
ed in I 939. All of t!1ese buildings were 
a total community effort in time, b
bor and money. 

The church, tco, had its lrnmhle 
beginning.',. Gmlrnundm Eyrikson,_ a
pioneer of consiLlerable means, furnish
ed the money for the building. His 
neio-hhors in' turn, helnecl cle�ir his 

t", ' l 

bnd and thus gaYe their assistance to 
this project. School 11·:,s conclucted i:1 
the first ·connrnmi tv hall. Later the area 
1\·as divided into 'nm school districts. 
The Svoid ,chool was built a mile 
north of Svold 1vhere Barney Eastman 
and Sylvia Johnson taught the chi1

-

dren. Later the school ,ms moved ;, 
mile farth:::· ca,t. Subsequently, an
other school was built of the then 
modern type under the direction of a 
school hoard composed of Swrbug
sons ancl Dalsteds. Other pioneers 1vho 

figured conspicuously in the com
nrnnitv's early historv were '\\'ilti:i.m 
Pleasa�ce, wl;o help�d organize the 
area of Akra and AYon (Aclnncc) into 
.\kra t01\'mhip and also School Din·ict 
:l2. l Ie 11",;s elected clerk oI both hoclies 
and sen·cd in this capacitv until lv:: re
t irecl i,1 l :l;r,_ \ Vhen Adnnce separ
,lttd from "-\kr.:i, Barney Dabted 1•,as 
nnde ih clerk and hc:kl this pmi::ion 
11nti: in 19'.ll. He ·was also a sunevor. 
-:',fr. Plc·t:;�n�ce :,d Stone I-Iillrnan c;�ch 
,en·::cl in the ,tate legislature. In the 
co111n1unitY ;;t large ,rere people -;rho 
excelled i;1 a wide variety of s\ills. 
,\n10n'.!, them were "Doc" Crowston, ·t 
,eterinary of long standing ancl Dr. 
Er'cnd.c:oa. ,d10 administered to the 
j'.]s of his neighbors. The y;reat ',:,riety 
of talents and skills exhihiterl bv PJ(:111-

hcrs of this c 1o,eh-knit communit, has 
in i1s 01\'n Fay hdlped to develop Pem
bina Count, ancl made a proper con
trilrntion t� its 1\·elfare and pre,ent 
statw,. 

Approaching Hensel from the East - 1900 
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HE:'JSEL 

Hensel had its share of Icelandic 
settlers, but was always tied in with 
CaYalier, which is only a few miles 
a·way. The post office in Hensel had 
six homes: Joe Erwin's, Austfjord 
Store, Johnson's Store, Fed Johnson 

G:,rdar is located on the southwest 
quaner of Section lG in Gardar Tmn1-
ship J:j9 North, Range 56 West. 

The original settlers came from Ice
land in 1876 to Gimli, :\Ianitoha, ancl 
from there they migrated to Dakota 
Territory. Other Icelanders had spent 
a fe,r years in Shawona County, \1/is
cow,in, before coming to the Gardar 
vicinity in 1879-1880. In 1882, there 
was a meeting at the home of Eirikur 
Bergman for the purpose of ·establish
ing :, post office. The name selected 
wa, "Gardar" in honor of one of the 
earliest discoverers of Iceland. Novem
ber '.2-1. 1880, settlers met to organize 
a co,1gregation at Gardar and to make 
a c1ll to a pastorate, the Rev. PAll 
(Pau1J Thorlaksson. A ,\'eek later he 
·was al,o called to serve at :\fountain
until 1881. The church ·was built and
dedic;ited June 26, I 892, when the Ice

landic Evangelical Lutheran Synod had
it, ei!!,hth annual convention at Moun
tain and Gardar. The first church
senice at Gardar 11·as ,\ugust 12, 1881.
At ,his service the Gardar Ladies Aid,
whic:1 had been ·working in previous
year, t,1 save money, presented the con
gre:":1, io,1 1\·ith pews, an altar and :i 

pnJn:, for the church. January 2�.
1885. the Gardar congregation was ad
mitted to the Icelandic Evangelical
Lutheran Synod. Sunday school at
Gardar commenced February M, 188G.

Onh- t1\·o year., after coming here
the elancler, ohsen·ecl Independence

Store, Gillies ::V1achine Shop, Sara Gil
lies Shop and at present the Erwin 
Hartje Store. There have been three 
route carriers: John vVilker, Elias St-ef
anson and Clifford Olson. 

The railroad came to Hensel in 1891. 

Day in 1880, at Gardar, at the home
stead of one of the settlers. The follow
ing year, 1881, poet Stephan G. Steph
ans.son produced an original play, "The 
·western Immigrants," for Fourth of
July celebration and the Declaration
of Independence was read by Vilhjalm
ur Stefansson, a lad, who later achieved
fame as an Arctic explorer.

The first legislator from Gardar was 
Eirikur Bergman who was elected to 
the I 7th Territorial Legislature. 
Others who have served as State Rep
resentatives are Stefan Eyolfson, 1895, 
Joseph Walter, 1905-1907; J. K. Olaf
son, 1921-1931, and Fred Olafson, 
1965 

The Gardar school district was or
ganized August 16, 1882, and the 
schoolhouse was built that fall. The 
first school session was three months, 
in 1882-1883, and the first teacher was 
the Rev. Fridrik Bergman. Four other 
school" ·\\'ere built in the township, 
one in each corner, the last one being 
built in 189:i The Ganbr r.;rade school 
hc'.!,an in the late 20's to add high 
school subjects to their curriculum. In 
19?,0 the building was enlarged and a 
four Year high school started in 1932 
with �fiss Kristbjorg Kri.'itjanson as 
the teacher. 

The Gardar Hall 1\·as built by the 
Foresters Lodge before the turn of the 
centnrv. 

The railroad from Edinburg to Con
crete cement mines came throngh in 
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1910 Then an elevator was built in 
Gardar but the elevator and track were 
torn dmvn in the early 20's. Eirikur 
Bergman operated a grocery store in 
the late 80's. The Breidfjord Store 
which originated in 1887 ·was instigat
ed by :\fagnus Breidfjord, grandfather 

of the present owner, :\frs. Kristjan 
Kristjanson. At one time there was a 
feed mill in Gardar, a machine shop 
operated by Stefan Eyolfson and two 
grocery stores; one operated by Bjarni 
Sigfusson, the other by the Breidfjords. 

NORSE RUINS FOUND IN UNGAVA 

Thomas E. Lee, editor of the Anthro
po!ogical Jonrna: of Canada, has for 
several years past been exploring ruins 
of buildings and other structures in 
Ungava. He sees definite indications 
that these ruins and other relics are 
Norse, not Eskimo. The following is 
a reprint from the Anthropological 
Tournal of Canada, Volume 6, No. 4, 
l %8, pp. 20-21.
20. Lichen growth on some beacons
are so thick a, to completely cement
and conceal even wide spaces between
stones. This suggests but does not
prove age.
2 l. A unique feature occurs on the 
Payne fatuary, called the Hammer of 
Thor because it resembles a hammer, 
not a cross. Since the vertical member 
weighs nearly 4,000 pounds and the 
cross member nearly 400 pounds, the 
total height being IO feet, he task of 
rai.sing it must have been very great in 
this treeless land. It is in a low place 
near the water. It could have been a 
signpost, set up by the people going 
into the interior. Like the beacons 
it is regardel by the older Eskimos as 
the ,rnrk or "white men before Eski
n1os." 

Longhouscs: three longhouses occur 
on Pamiok Island. Another is reported 

in the interior, in addition to the 
Cartier site ruins, and 6 others are ,aid 
to exist farther north along the mast, 
esptcially on islands. 

22. Two of the Pamiok ruins are 45
feet long and 16 feet wide. The third
i, an enormous structure, 81 feet long
hv 23 feet wide, crest to crest of the
ridges. The size of the latter alone
would exclude it as an Eskimo feature.

23. All of the longhouse walls out
curve in typical Norse manner. All
have rounded ends, believed to be in
response to environment and building
materials.

23 \Valls were made of turf and stone, 
probably in conjuction with wooden 
poles. They are typically Norse. 

25. Stones used in the "·alls of the
largest house run to well over l,000
poonds each. Use of heavy stones in
building is characteristic of the Norse.

2G. Entrance., ·were at the ends of the 
longhouses, but one had an additional 
side entrance through a yestibule. 
These are Norse features. 

21 .. All longhouses had partitions of 
stone, dividing the dwelling into g or 
-1 rooms. Gaps 1\·cre left to permit pas-

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 51 

sage from room to room. The arrange
ment is typically Norse. 
28. The end rooms of the longhouses
were slightly raised (a few inches) in
the form of platforms, persumably for
sleeping.

29. In one longhouse post moulds were
found. Since driftwood does not come
to these shores, the nearest source ·was
about 140 miles to the south, probably
at the False River, as indicated by a
beacon. This is clear evidence that
ships were used-and Eskimos did not
haYe ships.
30. In a fully excavated longhouse,
fireplaces were found in pairs along 
the central line of the long axis. Cen
tral fires m longhouses were a Norse 
custom. 
31. Fire or ember pits were in two
forms: one was a shallow stone-lined
basin, the other a stone box in the
floor. Such pits were a custom in Green
land. The discovery of a single one of
these in Newfoundland ·was taken as 
proof of Norse occupation. On Pamiok 
we have 18 of them in a single long
house! 
32. The architecural styles reasonably
and probably set the dates for the sites.
On Pamiok, although a vestibule
argues for an earlier period, the prin
cipal featores should fall between A.D. 
1100 and 1200. But at Payne Lake a 
later period is indicated by the smaller 
and nearly square foundations. 
34. The Eskimos believe that the long
houses "·ere built bv white men before
the Eskimo.
Artifacts: 

35. At the Cartier site, a large frag
ment of soapstone lamp was found,
unlike Eskimo lamps but similar to
Norse.
3G. A stone-,rnrking culture, character
ized by the use of cherty black quartz 

,rith non-Dorset tool types and techn
iques, is associated with the oldest 
house floor and with the ridges of the 
11·alls. It is unlike known primitive cul
tures of the area and is prewmably 
Norse. 

I %8 Discoveries: 

a) ,\ fourth longhouse, some 50
miles north of Pamiok Island, is the 
largest thus far examined. It is I 15 feet 
long bv 2,1 feet wide. \Valls and its 
four partitions are of earth. Few stones 
are visible, but may have been re
m<n-ed bv Eskimos ,d10 later used the 
,ite extensively. 

b) ,\ group of three beacons at the
mouth of the Payne Estuary was exam
ined. The tallest was 13 feet and 6 feet 
in diameter. Very heavy stones were 
u,ed even to the top. 

c) Excavations of the largest ruin on
Parniok revealed again the presence of 
central fire pits. Further evidence of 
timber construction was seen in he 
form of post moulds along the inner 
sides of the walls, spaced at about 20 
inches apart. These speak of Norse, 
not Eskimo occupation. Many stones 
in the walls and partitions are m·er 
1,000 pounds. 

37. About 30 feet from the north end
of the largest Pamiok ruin, and a little
to one side, we found the trash heap.
This too is a Norse custom.

Conclusion: \Ve have now outlined 3, 
points, many of which in our view 
establish the Ungava finds as Norse. 
not Eskiarno. Full details and illustra
tions may be found in published re
ports at the Centre d'Etudes Nordiques 
Universite Laval, Quebec. 

-10 September, 'GR.
* * * 

The rums and relics described form 
the lJa5is for :\fr. Lee's conclusions. 
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Another intriguing find reported 
in 1970 was a broken iron axehead of 
primitive type. It has been analysed 
bv Dr. K. ·winterton, Metallurgist, 
Department of Energy, Mines and Re
sources, who finds hat all facts concern
ing it are consistent with a Norse 
origin and that the axe is ancient. 

There is a picture of a semi-subter
ranean ruin on Pamiok Island, in the 
Journal, Vol. 5, No. 3, 1967. Regard
less how widespread were these under
ground abodes, it is interesting to re
call here an episode in the saga of 
Thorfinn Karsefni, the Icelander from 
Greenland, who made an unsuccessful 
attempt to found a settlement in Vin
land about 1000 A.D. 

"\\'hen they sailed a,vay from Vin
land thev had southerlv ·winds and 

, , 

came to ::\Iarkland. There they found 
five Skraelings, one bearded, two wo
men and two children. Karlsefni seized 
the boy,5 but the others escaped and 
disappeared into the ground. They 
said there were no houses there; the 
people lived in caves or in holes ( dug-

outs?)." (The Saga of Thorfinn Karls
efi, chapter 13, p. 32.) 

There is evidence of continued Ice
landic and Greenland connection with 
the coast of North America after 1000 
A.D. and that America was a source
of timber. One such evidence is an en
try in the Icelandic (Skalholt) Annals
for the year 1347:

"There came also a ship from Green
land smaller in size than the smallest 
vessels which sail to Iceland. It came 
to the outer Straumfjord. It was with
out anchor. There were seventeen men 
on board. They had sailed to Markland 
but afterward thev were driven hither." 

This indicates , Greenland posts or 
settlements on the North American 
coast approaching the time of Col
umbus. 

The discovery of the Ungava ruins 
brings to mind the discovery of the 
ruins in Northern Newfoundland by 
Helge Ingstad in 1964, considered to 
be proof of an early Norse settlement 
there. 

- W. K.

FESTIVAL OPERA GROUP AND THE FESTIV/\L 

LYRIC SINGERS 

Fe�tival Opera Group of \Vinnipeg 
is an amateur company founded by 
Elma Gisla.5on, a professional musician 
of the city, a teacher of singing, piano 
and Theory. She has studied voice 
·with many outstanding teachers, in
cluding Peter Magnus, Sigrid Olson,
Ernest Vinci, Bernard Naylor, and
Roberto \Yoods, and Therese Deniset.

She has been active with the ::\Ianitoba 
Re,� iste;·cd :\Iusic Teachers' Scholar
ship scrie, ancl is a long-standing mem
ber o[ the ·winnipeg Philharmonic 
Choir. 

The Group launched out in a pre
s,,nuition of Verdi's "Il Trovatore" in 
the ::\fanitoba Musical Festival in 197 l. 
This succeeded so well that the mem-
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hers, thirteen in number, all wished 
to continue and form an opera group. 
Opera Highlights, performed in St. 
::\Iary's Academy, was their first major 
effort. It included excerpts from Tann
hauser, :Madame Butterfly, Aida, La 
Boheme, Traviata, and the Pearl 
Fishers. Other operas at succeeding 
concerts included Marriage of Figaro, 
Cavaliera Rusticana, Traviata, Magic 
Flute, Faust, Aida, :Martha and La 
Legende du Vert. 

Performances have been at the Man
itoba Theatre Centre, the Rosh Pina 
Synagague, Holy Trinity Hall, and at 
the Icelandic Festival at Gimli (1973 ) 
and the Icelandic National League 
Februarv concert, in 1973. 

Revie�Ys from the 'Winnipeg Free 
Press and the \Yinnipeg Tribune in
clude: 

"Culture springing from a team of 
dedicated amateurs in the best sense 
of the word ... Always musical, some 
of it extraordinarily good." 

"This chorus has a splendid vitality 
got from a well-focussed tone, excellent 
diction and precision, and carefully 
nurtured blend and balance." 

"Elma Gislason, the music directo�-. 
is able to bring out the best in the 
singers, whether it be arias, ernembles, 
or chorus. So often we hear operatic 
choruses which bellow continuouslv. 
The singing here was always musical, 
and some of it was extraordinarily 
good." 

0Htstanding .5ingers in the group, 
those of Icelandic origin, are ,\lcb 
\ Vingfielcl and Joy An ten bring. 

In J:nrnary, 1974, the Opera Group 

and the Winnipeg Lyric Singers 
amalgamated to form the Festival 
Lyric Singers. It was felt by the two 
groups that the only way amateur 
opera would survive and flourish 
would be for the existing groups to 
cooperate, rather than compete with 
each other. The aim of this new 
group is to perform many types of 
music, with opera as their major con
cern, as well as to provide a stage for 
aspiring local artists to gain experi
ence and knowledge and to prove 
"that the i\·orcl amateur need only 
mean unpaid, but not substandard.'' 

Ronald Gibson, of the Winnipeg 
Free Press, had this to say after their 
first appearance in the Planetariurn 
Concert Hall last April. 

"There is certainly a place in the 
musical life of this city for this group. 
They are well disciplined, and their 
conductor knows his job. \Ve hope 
that they can continue to do the things 
that suit them, and ·we look forward 
to the future appearances with 
pleasure." 

Elma Gislason, for reasons of health 
and at her mvn request, will be assist
ant director of the new group. 

Richard Grieg directed the first con
cert of the amalgamated group.., last 
June. A permanent director will be 
Glen Pierce, presently Inspector of 
music in the 'Winnipeg Schools. Thi, 
will ensure the continued high stan
dard set in the first three years of the 
Opera Group and continue to provide 
a platform for aspiring young singers. 

-W. K.
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lh Sarah Klassen 

BOOK REVIEWS 

BLOOD FLOWERS, 
hy \V. D. Valgardson, 

Oberon Press (Canada), 1973 

Pp. 122 
Price: S!i.9:>. S3.50 l1.S .. \. and Canada 

Bloodflowers is a collection of ten 
short storie.s ·written by ·w D. Valgard
�011, formerly of Gimli, .\Ianitoba. 
.\fany of ,the stories arc set in the 
rural areas, small towns. or fishing 
camps of .\Ianitoba's Interlake Region. 
.-\ml if the reader expects them to re
flect the bleanesks and poverty of this 
region, he won't be disappointed. 

The characters reflect .\Ianitoba's 
ethnic variety; they are Ukrainian, Ice
la11clic, Indian, and Anglo-Saxon. 
Their goals arc simple. yet too often, 
impossible to attain. They strain to 
convert stubborn bushland into a 
home place, battle the elements, search 
desperately for jobs, or just endure 
a yisit from "\\7innipeg relatives. In 
their efforts they are hampered by their 
own physical and mental limitations, 
lJv loneliness and by superstition. Thev 
arc onlinary people li\·ing out their 
ordinarv lives, in ·\\'hich clailv toil 
lea vcs little room for joy. Th�y arc 
rarely sustained in their loneliness by 
11·arm human relationships, and Yision 
can exist onh in the imagination o! 
Gregory, ,rho io retarded ("Fir,t 
Flight"). "\Vhen their dreary exist.em 
i, invaded from the outside. it is cbn
·"'·erous ("On Lake Therese") or dcprc,s-

("Dominion Day'').
The conflicts are localized ,1·ith

respect to geography and economic

conditions, so that the realitv of the 
particular incident ends to eng·age the 
reader more than does its universal 
implication. However, although the 
roacler may not identify with individu
al characters and their immediate con
cerns, he will experience the mood of 
wearisome loneliness and futility that 
often underlies the naratives and 
supplies an intensity despite the re
straint in tone excercised by Valgard
-50n. And if the reader remains an ob
server, he will be a sympathetic and 
fascinated one, one who is forced 
eventually to reflect on the helpless
ness and insignificance of the "little 
man" in a harsh world, and to be 
amazed that he survives so often. 

The last statement in one of the 
stories reads: "It could have been 
worse;" this represents one of the hap
pier endings. Reading all ten stories 
at one sitting is not a good idea; this 
is too great a concentration of unful
filled hopes and futile human strug
gles. 

In some instances, the stories leave 
the reader with a feeling of "deja vu". 
For example, "An Act of :l\fercy" re
calls to mind the stark dilemma in Jo
hann Bojcr's "Fisherman" (English 
100). The final desperate incident in 
"Cm.,e" strongly suggests Shirley Jack
,cm·s "The Lottery" (English 200) -
1:;ith a difference. 

The title story deserves special men
tion: :-\ c:,1·fonndlancl, not .\Ianitoba, is 
the for "Bloodflmrers." In it 
Da1mv, th" outsider, learns that hi� 

bet er cdncation and ,rider 
interests which he brings to the com
munity are flimsy equipment, unable 
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to protect him against the fear that 
results from his encounter with ill
ness, storm and death. He begins by 
laughing at the superstition connected 
with the local bloodflower, but its 
image haunts him in the end. His story 
is typical of the way Valgardson has 
depicted the elements, sickness and 
isolation as man's atagonists .. 

This storv was named one of the Best 
American Short Stories of 1971 and 
·won the President's :\Iedal for Fiction
in the same year.

:\Ianitoba novels are already present, 
though not abundantly so, in our 
libraries, and now Valgardson has 
given us Bloodflowers. Comfortable 
urban readers, whether teachers or stu
dents, may feel that in its pages they 
are aliens in a strange land rather 
than )Ianitobans reading about fellow 
:\Ianitobans (or fellow Canadians'). But 
they ·will surely find these fictional 
portray:ds of :-Ianitoba's other 
and other times ,rnrthwhile. 

PAUL SIGURDSON' nTHE ICELANDER n SUCCESSFU Y 

PRESENTED AT OTTAWA 

Three years ago Paul Sigurdson's 
play "The Icelander" was performed 
at the Manitoba Theatre Centre and 
at the Icelandic Festinl at Gimli. 

On June 8, of his year Paul received 
an invitation to revive the play at the 
Canadian Multicultural Festival of 
197'1 at the studio theatre in the Na
tional Arts Centre in Ottawa. "\Vithin 
the ,reek Paul had succeeded in rally
ing all the members of the original 
cast save one, although one member 
had to come home weekends from Vir
den, and another made regular trips 
from Snow Lake. 

Reviews by professional Owrn·a 
critics are generally highly favorable. 

The Ottawa Citizen music ;ind 
drama editor Audrey M. Ashley writes: 

"An amateur theatre group from 
:\forden, :\Ianitoba . . . is currently 
making an interesting contribution to 
Festinl Cmnda's multicultural pro
gram in the NAC Studio. 

"The Icelander", directed by its 

author, Paul A. Sigurdson, tackle, an 
old and universal theme - that of one 
generation .striving to retain old values 
and customs while a ne,ver generation 
seeks to move with changing times ... 

""\Vith insight, compassion, and oc
casional flights of lyricism, the play 
demonstrates hmv the old order 
changeth - chiefly in the form of the 
influence of the Americans occupy
ing a nearby airport - and how the 
change is directlv responsible, in the 
end, for lea.-ing l\Iagnus quite alone, 
and still unyielding." 

Robin Darrell of the Ottawa Journ
al, ,d10 is critical on some aspects of 
the performance, savs: 

w{he Icelander i; a play that has 
most of the ingredients of a classic 
tragedy. It might even be a modern 
,er.sion of a :Norse legend." 

Of the acting, Audrey l\1. Ashley 
says: The cast performs with uniform 
integrity, though with varying degrees 
of skill . .. Technically, the production 
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needs smoothing out a little". Of the play, "but the play is well constructed and speaks from the heart, even though its literary quality is occasionally marred by cliches". 
It will provide an opportunity for grops to share their folklore with Canadians of diverse backgrounds, and ,\-ill expose Canadians to the variety of cultures enriching our countrv." The first performance was not as effective as the other two. Paul Sigurdson, who follo,ved all three performances to the encl closely, was able to sum up. "i\1 y cast performed ,vith professional poise and did credit to the play. The final dramatic scene played like a record. The audience was spellbound. It is a verv intimate theatre and the action is almost in the laps of those in front. As the tension built up it was like firecrackers going off. As ::\Iagnus confronted his children and the American there was a series of climaxes ... with a final culminating climax." 

Thirty folkloric groups and eight theatre groups will come from communities across the country to perform on an open-air stage adjacent to the ?\ational Axt., Centre, and in the Studio, Cafe and Cafe-Terasse of the Arts Centre itself." -\V.K.

-1Compliments of . j
- ASGE!RSON'S-

698 Sargent Ave. - Ph. 783-4322 

In announcing fc.stival, The Hon. Minister ol State for 
the multicultural Stanley Haidas1, ::\I ulticulturalism, Headquarters for 

1 
! 

l PAINT WALLPAPER said: "The festinl will visually attest to the multicultural nature ol Canada. and H A R D w A n E 

l 
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J. F. Rech Taylor, Q.C. Charles R. Huband, L.L.B. 
William Xorrie, B.A., L.L.B. Alvin H. Mackling, Q.C. 
Walter J. Kehler, B.A., L.L.B. Garth M. Erickson, B.A., L.L.B. 
.James H. Cook, B.A., L.L.B. Garv R. Smith, B.A., L.L.B., 
David I. Marr, B.Sc., L.L.B. Philip L. Ashdown, B.A., L.L.B., M.B.A. 
Richard K. Deeley, B.A., L.L.B. Alan P. Scott, B.A., L.L.B. 

S. Glenn Sigurdson, B.A., 1Hons.), L.L.B. 
Counce]: BERT V. RICHARDSON, Q.C. 

:\IR. S. GLENX SIGURDSON ATTENDS !); GL\fLI A);D RI\'ERTON 0); THl 
1st and 3rd FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH 

Offices are in the Gimli Medical Centre, 62-3rd .<henue, between the hr,ms of 9:30 a.
and 5:30 p.m. with Mr. Sigurdson and his legal assistant in attendance. 

(TELEPHOXE 642-7955) 
In Ri, crton, :\fr. Sigurdson attends in the Riverton Village Office, bct\\·een the 
hours cf 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
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Teel K. Arnason was elected President of the Icelandic Canadian Club of \Vinnipeg at the annual meeting of the Club in June. :\fr. Arnason is Vice-President of the Amason Construction Company, actively engaged in ,rnrk at various points as far noth as \Vabowclen. He is prensently VicePresident of the Icelandic Festival of \fanitoba. 
* 

AN ICELANDIC LANGUAGE 

CAMP AT GIMLI, MANITOBA An Icelandic language camp was held at Gimli, \Ianitoba, at the Industrial Park, .July 21 to August 2. The purpose, in addition to creating or 
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stimulating interest in the study of 
the Icelandic language and gaining 
confidence in speaking the language, 
was to develop an awareness of the Ice
landic Canadian culture. 

A wide range of activities was offer
ed where the use of the Icelandic lan
guage was encouraged, including 
drama, music, crafts, painting, pottery, 
field trips, and recreation. 

Staff co-directors were Mrs. Nadya 
Kostyshyn Bailey and Ken Kristoffer
son. 

The camp was sponsored by the 
Secretariat on Dominion-Provincial 
Cultural Relations, Department of 
Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Af
fairs, Manitoba Department of Edu
cation, and the Icelandic community. 

The camp was very successful. Six 
of the campers were from Saskat
chewan. 

* 

SVEIN SIGFUSSON APPOINTED 

TO THE ORDER OF CAN ADA 

Two l\Ianitoban's were among the 
G·1 Canadians appointed to the Order 
of Canada June 29, by Governor-Gen
eral Jules Leger, for outstanding 
achievements and service. So honour
ed were Cardinal George Flahiff, Rom
an Catholic ,\rchbishop of ·winnipeg, 

and Sveinn Sigfusson, of St. Andrews, 
Manitoba. Mr. Sigfusson is president 
of Sigfusson Transportation Company 
an da pioneer in Northern Winter 
transport. 

His Eminence Cardinal Flahiff who 
was appointed to the top-ranking cate
gory of the Order, visited Iceland this 
summer. He was delighted with his 
experience there. 
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PAUL BJARNASON BREAKS HIS 
OWN WEIGHT LIFTING RECORD 

Paul Bjarnason of Vancouver recent
ly broke his own Canadian weightlift
ing record for the middle-heavyweight 
two-hand snatch, with a lift of 307 
pounds. The former record of 305 
pounds was set only three weeks be

fore by Bjarnason .. 
Paul Bjarnason's parents were the 

late Mr. and l\lrs. Alvin Bjarnason 
and his grandparents, the late Oddur 
and Eliza Bjarnason, from North Da
kota, later \Vynyard, Saskatchewan 
and Vancouver. 

* 

\\'. D. Valgardson's story "Blood
flowers" has been selected by CBC for 
television presentation. 

"Bloodflowers" was included in the 
Best American short stories for 1972, 
a .signal honor fo ra Canadian. 

* 

GREETINGS 

FROM 

A 

FRIEND 

VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON'S 

GREAT-NEPHEW VISITS ARNES 

l\lr. and Mrs. Lorne \1/. Thorlakson 
of Bassano, Alta., visited Gimli and 
Ames for the Icelandic Festival. They 
came hoping to find some relatives, 
as l\Ir. Thorlakson, who has more or 
less lost track of his Icelandic back
ground, is a great nephew of Vilhjalm
ur Stefansson, the Arctic explorer who 
was born at Arnes. l\Ir. Thorlakson•� 
father wa sthe son of Mr. Stefansson's 
sister, Inga, who lived at l\Iountain, 
North Dakota before moving farther 
west. They were happy to make con
tact with l\Irs. S. A. Sigurdson and to 
Yisit \'ilhjalrnur Stefansson Park at 
Arnes, and also to visit Miss S. Stefans
wn, who it turned out was a childhood 
friend of the family and Inga's sister 
·was her closest friend at Mountain.
Mr. Thorlakson is a hotel owner at
Bassano, and like all Icelanders, inter
ested in his family tree, though he has
lost track of it. His mother was Nor
wegian, and his wife is English and a
son-in-law German, so the fimily is a
very Canadian mituxre ethnically.

-Lake Centre News

* 

ICELANDIC IMMIGRATION 

The federal report o nimmigration 
for the first quarter of 1974 gives fi
gures for immigration to Canada from 
the Scandinavian countries, Iceland, 
and Finland in the first quarter of 
1973 and 1974, respectively, as follows: 

1973 1974 
Denmarl: _________ 21! 18 
Finland ______________ 44 55 

Iceiaml ________ _ '± 4, 
::\'.orway 
Sweden 

28 
93 

In the first six months of 1972, im
migrants from Iceland numbered three 
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Dr. Helgi Johnson, B.Sc. 1926, re
tired in 1969 as professor of Geology 
an da director of the New Jersey 
Bureau of Research and liYes in 
Somerset, New Jersey. 

* 

Thor Guttormsson, LL.B. 1956 of 
"Winnipeg, has been appointed ad
ministrator of court services in :\Iani
to ha. a position created in 1969 in ef
fort to streamline court functions. 

* 

Elin Chitwood of Seattle was Fjall-

kona at this year's -17th of June cele
bration of Icelandic Independence 
Day in Seattle. She is the granddaugh
ter o fthe ,vell-loved Icelandic poet 
:\Iatthias Jochumson, author of Ice
land's National Anthem. 

* 

John J. Amason, of "'Winnipeg, is 
Assistant General :\Ianager Engineer
ing with :\Ianitoba Hydro. 

Lorne Y. Palmason, B.Sc. 1946 is 
senior \'ice-President of l\Iarsh and 
:\fcLennan in New York. 

* 

STAFHOLT NEWS 

nlaine, "\'Vashington 

Erlendur Sigmundsson, the Secretary 
to the Bi,hop of Iceland, and his wife 
Sigriour Simonard6ttir, were at the 
Icelandic Pirnie at the Peace Arch 
Park. 

* 

The Stafholt "'Women's Auxiliary 
haYe purchased a coffee maker for the 
Home. Now al lthe residents who like 
to drink coffee in the morning and 
evening in the lobby will be able to 
enjoy hot coffee made by this machine. 
Presumably all the residents of Ice
lanclic descent ,rill qualify. 
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