
WINTER 1974 

EATON'S 

THE STORE FOR ALL SE4SONS THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 
A
E 
II th; �onths of the year, all the years of your life

aton s is the store for all seasons. 

Winter Scene in the Manitoba Northland 

•



c;;(yNd cf o/l3Wte(}

�/894 

BA RDAL 843 Sherbrook Street, Phooe 774-7474

funeral home 

THOSE IN THE KNOW . . . .  TUN E 

6:00 A.M. - 9:10 A.M. MONDAY - FRIDAY 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

Great Pizza and Spaghetti 

DINE IN - TAKE OUT - DELIVERY

• NINE WINNIPEG LOCATIONS



2 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN WINTER 1974 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 
"THE PAINTER'S SUPPLY HOUSE SINCE 1908" 

521 HARGRAVE ST., WINNIPEG, R3E □Yl PHONE 942-7271 

.J. A. SCHIMNOWSKI, PRESIDENT 

VISIT OUR NEW ULTRA MODERN WALLCOVERING BUILDING 

SE HARGRAVE & WILLIAM - F"REE PARKING - PHONE 942-7317 

CAMPBEL L SHARP NASH & FIELD 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

415 - 305 BROADWAY AVE. -:- WINNIPEG, MAN. R3C OR9 

PHONE 942-8411 

RAYMOND B. VDPNI, C.A. 

VIKING HOLDINGS LTD .. 
MANAGER: W. F. DAVIDSON 

708-294 PORTAGE AVENUE - SOMERSET PLACE 

PHONE 942-7037 WINNIPEG, MANITOB&\ 

BRANDSON BROS. LTD. 
LATHING CONTRACTORS 

109 KANE AVENUE - WINNIPEG, MAN. R3J 2N8 

S, BRANDS□N PHONE 774-1176 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 3 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, SECOND CLASS MAIL-REGISTRATION 

No. 1909 - PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST., WINNIPEG R3E 2E4 

Compliments of ... 

The MANITOBA 

SUGAR Co. Ltd. 
FORT GARRY, MANITOBA 

M EN'S AN D L A DI ES 

YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF" TO SHOP AT 

THE O NE ST OP S H OP 

MACDONALD SHOE STORE

I
492 MAIN STREET 

"YOU ARE AS YOUNG AS YOUR FEET" 

�--

PHONE 943-4604 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

BR OOKE B OND F OODS LTD. 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Johnson &'" Sons Arborg Ltd. 

PHONE 376-2972 

ARB□RG MANITOBA 

To THE PEOPLE OF" 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST 

A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS SEASON 

AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 

THE REEVE AND COUNCIL 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

ARNASON CONSTRUCTION 

CO. LTD. 

CONTRACTORS - ENGINEERS 

LOT 7 - ROSSER ROAD 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA PHONE 633-2567 

SEASON'S GREETINGS from 

N. M. Paterson <Si Sons Limited
GRAIN MERCHANTS 

AND DISTRIBUTORS OF COAL, TWINE, FERTILIZERS, CHEMICAL§ 

TERMINAL and STEAMSffiP OPERA TORS 

WINNIPEG - THUNDER BAY - MONTREAL 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

B. H. SIGURDSON 

ALL. CLASSES OF INSURANCE 

AUT□PAC AUTHORIZED AGENT 

286 AMHERST ST. 

888-8980 WINNIPEG, MAN. 

R3J 1Y7 

GREETINGS 

INTERLAKE AGENCIES 

LTD. 

R. J. "DICK" ARNASDN 

ALL TYPES OF 

INSTURANCE 

AUTOPAC 

GIMLI 

REAL ESTATE 

PHONE 642-8859 

MANITOBA 

GREETINGS 

LUNDAR BAKERY 

LUNDAR, MANITOBA 

MR. AND MRS. A. V. OLSON 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

DANIELSON' GARAGE 

JOHN DEERE DEALERS 

PHONE 762-5231 

LUNDAR MANITOBA 

GREETINGS 

ARB□RG SOL□ STORE 

LEN THORSTEINS□N 

* 

ARBORG MANITOBA 

GREETINGS 

J. CHUDD & SONS LTD.

GARAGE 

PHONE 642-5213 

GIML! MANITOBA 

5 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF SELKIRK, MANITOBA 

A JOYOUS 

CHRISTMAS SEASON AND 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR 

From Mayor Frank Malis and Town Council of Selkirk 

� jfrttnb 

Goodbrandson' s 

Transfer Ltd. 

* * 

DAILY SERVICE 

CARGO INSURED 

* * 

PHONE 482-3183 - SELKIRK 

PHONE WINNIPEG - 475-8314 

475-8313 

FORD M ERCURY IMPERIAL ESSO 

LUNDAR GARAGE 
GEN:.JINE PARTS AND ACCESSORIES - REPAIRS TO ALL CARS 

:-_;,\5 - OIL - TIRES - BATTERIES - FARM EQUIPMENT 

PHONE 762-5321 LUNDAR, MANITOBA 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Dockside Fish Products 
SPECIALIZING IN 

FRESH AND SMOKED FISH R ETAIL FISH SALES 

PHONE 642-7484 CENTRE ST. EAST GIMLI, MAN, 

RICHARDSON & COMPANY 
BARRISTERS AND ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

274 Garry Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3C lH5 
Telephone 957-1670 (Area Code 204) 

J. F. Reeh Taylor, Q.C. Charles R. Huband, L.L.B. 
William Norrie, B.A., L.L.B. Alvin H. Mackling, Q.C. 
Walter J. Kehler, B.A., L.L.B. Garth M. Erickson, B.A., L.L.B. 
James H. Cook, B.A., L.L.B. Gary R. Smith, B.A., L.L.B., 
David I. Marr, B.Sc., L.L.B. Philip L. Ashdown, B.A., L.L.B., M.B.A. 
Richard K. Deeley, B.A., L.L.B. Alan P. Scott, B.A., L.L.B. 

S. Glenn Sigurdson, B.A., \Hons.), L.L.B.
Counce!: BERT V. RICHARDSON, Q.C. 

YfR. S. GLENN SIGVRDSON ATTENDS I:\' GIMLI AND RI\'ERTO'.\" O'.\" THE 
1st and 3rd FRIDAY OF EACH MO'.\TH 

Offices are in the Gimli Medical Centre, 62-3rd Avenue, between the hours of 9:30 a.s. 
and 5:30 p.m. with Mr. Sigurdson and his legal assistant in attendance. 

(TELEPHONE 642-793!\) 
In Riverton, �1r. Sigurdson attends in the Riverton Village Office, between the 
hours of 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Viking Motor Hotel 
BEVERAGE ROOM 

DINING ROOM 

COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

BANQUET HALL 

SMORGASBORD EVERY S UNDAY 

PHONE 642-5181 GIMLI, MANITOBA 
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GREETINGS 

ARBORG DRUGS 

JOE TERGESEN 

* 

ARBORG, MANITOBA 

Compliments of ... 

ROBINSON STORES 

* 

GIMLI, MANITOBA 

Compliments of .. . 

TIP TOP MEATS 

AND FROZEN FOODS 

PHONE 642-5418 

MEATS VEGETABLES 

GROCERIES 

B. V. & J. T. ARNASDN, PROPS. 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

H. P. TERGESEN & SONS 

GENERAL STORE 

EST. 1899 

* 

GIMLI, MAN. PHONE 642-5958 

Compliments of . . . 

ARNASON FURNITURE 
LTD. 

ELECTROHOME T.V. SALES 

AND SERVICE 

PHONE 642-7954 

BOX 130 GIMLI, MANITOBA 

GREETINGS 

LUNDAR MEAT MARKET 

AND GENERAL STORE 

LLJNDAR, MAf'�ITOBA 

ALICE AND LEIF'UR PALSSON 
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Sigurdson Fisheries Ltd. 
Agents for :FRESHWATER FISH MARKETING CORP. 

Telephone 378-2456 

RIVERTON MA.i.'\TITOBA 

I DR. G. KRISTJANSSON PHYSICIAN and SURGEON 
I 

PHONE 772-9453 
l 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE 
Logan and Keswatin 
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GREETINGS 

FROM TWO BROTHERS 

PATRONIZE YOUR ADVERTISERS 

Season's Greetings . . .

MIDWEST NET & TWINE CO. 

Distributors of 

Commercial Fishing Supplies 

404 LOGAN A VE. WINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

DR. T. A. N □ RQUAY 
□.o., o.□.s.

OPTOMETRIST 

CONTACT LENSES 

304 CLANDES□YE AVENUE 
SELKIRK, MANIT□SA 

3286 PORTAGE AVENUE 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

0F'F"ICE PHONES: SELKIRK 4B2·3366 

WINNIPEG B37-6292 

VIKING PRINTERS 

868 ARLINGTON ST. 

Phone 774-6251 

P.VALDIREYKDAL

154 KENASTON BLVD. 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

R3N 1V2 

PHONE 489-5163 l Kalendar King Calendars · Gift Specialties Pens and Pencils • Promotions 

Your Neighborhood Taxi 

LLOYD GUNNLAUGSCN 

PLASTERING Co. LTD. TEXTURED PLASTERING 
STUCCO - DRY WALL and TAPING 
1433 Erin Street Phone 774-88!18 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS 

Gimli Transfer & Dan's Transfer 
GENERAL FREIGHT SERVICE - WINNIPEG - GIMLI 

COAST TO COAST F"URNITURE MOVING 

AGENTS F"OR ALLIED VAN LINES 

WINNIPEG PHONE 774-2259 - 2190 NOTRE DAME AVE. 

GIMLI PHONE 642-5269 WPG. BEACH PHONE 389-2692 

GREETINGS 

f'ROM 

A 

f'RIEND 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

GILBART f'UNERAL 

HOMES 

309 Eveline St. 

SELKIRK, MAN. 

RIA 1MB 

Phone 3271 

FIRST STREET 

GIMLI, MAN. 

Phone Z£ 17000 

- Serving the Interlake Area -

Gimli Concrete Supply Ltd. 
REDI-MIX CONCRETE - SIDEWALKS - DRIVEWAYS - BASEMENTS 

PATIOS - FREE ESTIMATES. 

DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF AGGREGATE - LOTS FDR SALE 

"QUALITY REMAINS LONG AFTER PRICE IS FORGOTTEN" 

PHONE 642-7275 GIMLI, MANITOBA 
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Compliments of . . . 

Dr. J. G. L. Johnson, M.D. 

PHYSICIAN ANO SURGEON 

PHONE 642-5151 

NORTH STAR CO-OP 

CREAMERY & CHEESE PLANT 

ASS'N LTD. 

NORTH STAR FOOD LOCKERS 

Makers of Canada First Grade Butter 

finest Bacon, Ham and Mutton Curing 

and Smoking 

ARBORG. MANITOBA ROC 0A0 

Creamery 376-5562 Locker !176-21107 

GIMLI, MANITOBA 

JOHN LEUKIH LTD. 
640 King Edward St. 

ST. JAMES 

* 

"T ANGLEFIN" NYLON NETTING 

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES 

CANVAS GOODS 

MARINE HARDWARE 

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 

Phone 774-1887 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 

A JOYOUS 
CHRISTMAS SEASON 

AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM THE REEVE ANO COUNCIL OF" 

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY □F" COLDWELL 
LUNDAR, MANITOBA 
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Icelandic Airlines (Loftleidir) now gives you a 
choice of non-stop scheduled jet flights to Iceland 
from New York OR CHICAGO! All with lowest jet 
fares of any scheduled airline to Iceland and to 
Luxembourg in the heart of western Europe. 

ALSO, regularly scheduled jet service from 
New York or Chicago, via Iceland, to Oslo, Copen
hagen, Stockholm, Glasgow or London. You can stop 
·over and visit Iceland, at no extra air fare, on your
way to the rest of Europe.

For full details and folders on new fares, see 
your travel agent or contact: 

�· 
�4Ft;..... 

ICELANDIC LOFTLEIBIR 
630 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020; Phone (212) 757-8585 
37 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60603; Phone (312) 372-4797 

Phone Toll Free In Continental U.S.: (800) 221-9760 
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EDITORIAL 

The Christmas Spirit of the Log Cabin 

Haraldur Bessason 

he lorthcoming celebration of Christmas and the New Year will mark 

the beginning of the centenary of Icelandic settlement in Canada. This historic 

milestone ·will give Icelandic-Canadians an opportunity to review their past 

history and to make new pledges for the future . 

Icelandic-Canadian newspapers from the eighteen-seventies and eighties 

contain little information about Christmas and New Year festivities in the 

homes of the pioneers. These must have been observed in the traditional Ice

landic manner. However, there is evidence that the early Icelandic settlers, 

having just made a miraculous landing in the promised land, were particularly 

sensitive to the biblical message about the miracle of Christmas. That the 

emigration from Iceland to unfamiliar North-American surroundings inspired 

such feelings is borne out by Reverend Fridrik Bergmann's excellent article 

"Christmas in the Log Cabin", which was published in the Christmas issue of 

Log berg in 190:l. In his article Reverend Bergmann looks back over a period 

of almost twenty years to the Christmas celebrations of the pioneers. He recalls 

the family gathering on Christmas Eve in a single-room log cabin 11·here the 

furniture consisted mainly of trunks and boxes, and where there were only one 

table arnl one oil lamp. Despite these conditions of 1x)verty, Rewrend Berg

mann writes, people were happy, optimistic, and highly receptive to the spirit 

of Christmas. On Chri5tmas Eve the cabin stove gave more warmth than on 

ordinary days, the trunb were unusually comfortable to sit on, and above all, 

the light from the oil lamp seemed to reach every corner of the single-room 

th\'elling. The general mood of this household gathering ,1·,t, therefore of the 

kind that can be created only by those who have just experienced a miracle in 

their own lives and interpreted their experiences as a good omen and a summom; 

to a noble and yet unfulfilled purpose. 

Reverend Bergmann's memories of his first North-A.merican Chri,tmas 

have strong nostalgic overtones. He recognizes, of course, the great material 
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progress his fellow countrymen had made from the time of their arrival to the 

time of his writing. But he urges them not to allow material concerns to dull 

their sensitivity to the miracle of their own transplantation to the New "'\,Vorld, 

and he feels that Christmas is the proper time to reflect on that event. 

Had Fridrik Bergmann been ab1e to look back over a century of Ice

landic-Canadian history, he would no doubt have regarded the survival of a 

collective Icelandic-Canadian identity a miracle. At the same time he would 

have urged people to make the hundredth Icelandic-Canadian Christmas an oc

casion for the renewal of the sentiments he himself experienced in a log cabin 

seventy-one Christmases ago-sentiments that more than anything else should 

guide all Icelandic-Canadians through an important year of centennial 

celehra tions. 

A MER.R.Y CHRISTMAS 

and � HAPPY NEW YEAR 

FROM THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN TO ITS READERS 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 17 

A Decade of Change on Baffin Island 

by John S. Matthiasson, Ph.cl. 

Several decades have passed since 
the publication of Vilhjalmur Stefans
son's prophetic book, The Friendly 
Arctic, one of many of his writings 
in .vhich he described his vision ot 
Canadian resource development in it, 
arctic regioes. At the time, few readers 
took Stefansson's dream very seriom
ly-particularly Ottawa mandarins. For 
the first ha1 £ of this century, a few 
Roman Catholic and Anglican missions 
and Hudson's Bay Company trading 
posts were scattered over our nort!1. 
and in some of the settlements there 
were R.C.M.P. detachments, but in 
general the trends toward industriali
zation and urbanism which were in
creasingly characteristic of southern 
Canada had little impact on the Es
kimo peoples, or, as they themselves 
prefer to be called, the Inuit, who had 
lived in the arctic for centuries and 
possibly millenia. The police were 
ostensibly present to enforce Canadian 
law, but they were more often concern
ed with the collection of revenue from 
foreign whalers in the form of excise 
tax than supervising Inuit behaviour, 
except in extreme circumstances such 
as cases of murder. In fact, their pres
ence was made mandatory by inter
national law, which stipulates that 
frontier areas must be policed if sover
eignty in them is to be preserved. 

The matter was surely more complr
cated, bnt many northern observers 
clain that the first major display of 
intere.st in the welfare of the Inuit by 
the federal government was in the 

late 1950's after Farley -:\fowat's poign
ant, although in large part fictional
ized, People of the Deer ·was published, 
which vividly described the plight oF 
the inland Inuit of the regions west of 
Hudson Bay who had been forced to 
a point of near wholesale starvation hy 
the depletion of the migratory caribou 
herds. A public out-cry resulted and 
attention ·was focussed on the question 
of what should be done about the 
Inuit The answer was the creation of 
of the Department of Northern Affairs 
and National Resources, (DNANR), 
which was charged, as one of its first 
senior administrators claimed, with the 
responsibility of bringing the Inuil 

from the stone age to the atomic age 
in one generation. 

In the summer of 1963, I travelled 
north myself for the first time, ar
riving in Pond Inlet, Northwest Ter
ritories, a small settlement on the 
northeastern tip of Baffin Island, in 
late July, where I was to spend the 
next thirteen months. At the time I 
was a doctoral candidate in anthro
pology at Cornell University , and I 
went north to collect materials for my 
dissertation. I was specifically interest
ed in the impact of the presence of 
R.C.l\I.P. officers on the way in which
the I.rm.it of the area resolved conflicts
between individuals. After a week or
so in the settlement, which had a white
population of thirteen adults, a few 
chndrcn ancl a sprinkling of Inuit 
families, I made arrangements to move 
in with an Inuit family living in a 
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small camp of five families located ap
proximately one hundred miles from 
the ,ettlement. I lived with them for 
most of the following year, learning 
in the process far more than the 
limited aims of my research programme 
reguirecl. 

The I),',',\::'\R had macle iL, pre,
ence felt in the settlement two years 
before, ,rith the arrival of a Northern 
Senicc Officer (NSO) who was 
charged ,dth the social and economic 
development ol the local people. The 
following year a federal clay school 
11·as constructed, and teachers brought 
in from the south to man it. So, 
change in Pond Inlet had begun, ancl 
the process could not be turned back. 
Children ,d10 three yean, earlier 
,rnulcl ha,e begun training at the 
hands of their parents and relati\·es 
to become hullters or the wives of hun
ter-, ,1·e1 c from then on to he forced 
lo ;ittend school where outsiders would 
teach them the English language and, 
later. the content or a typical south
ern curriculum. 

In Re.,olute Bay, on Cormrnlli, Is
bnd. where I had had to stay for sever
al days ,d1ile waiting for an anilabk 
aircraft ,rhich I cou 1 cl charter for the 
trip into Pond Inlet, I had made the 
acriuaintance of several geologists who 
,1-ere part ol an expedition team which 
had faith in Stefansso11's prophecy 
made decades earlier, and ,vcre setting 
out to look for oil in the high arctic 
i.dands. Looking back. I find it inter
esting to recall that thev ·were not
Canadians, but rather, ·were from
France. People were not p1acing
w:i;;crs on the likelihood of their suc
cess.

In the camp where I was to spend 
most of that year. however, there had 
still been little impact of the outside 
world on the ·wav of life of the resi-

clents. The men were -full-time hunters 
of seals ancl caribou. Families lived in 
small, one room houses which were 
variations on the traditional subter
ranean houses of that area, and in 
the summer, in tents which had been 
made by the wives. On hunting trips, 
men constructed snoff houses for tem
porary residence. Almost the entire 
diet comisted of meat, with seal as the 
staple, but it was also supplemented 
by caribou, ptarmigan, ducks and 
geese in season and arctic char. Ban
nock and tea were part of meals when
ever there were adequate supplies of 
flour or tea on hand. Houses were heat
ed by soap-stone lamps in which melt
ed seal oil ,ras burned. Once every 
month or six weeks men would travel 
to Pond Inlet to trade seal skins for 
trade goods ;;uch as flour, cloth. and 
i:1 sumrner, gasoline for their out
l;oanl motor driven ro,r boab and 
c:uwc,. Jn 11·inter, h01rever, travel was 
iJy dog team, and each man had his 
own team of from Ii,e to ten animals. 
l e,tirnate that I travelled at least
three thousand miles by sled that win
ter, accompanying the men of the
camp on hunting expeditions.

The inlluence of missionaries in the 
Cmadian arctic during the first half 
of this century had been pervasive, 
howe,er. It seems almost as if the 
Inuit, lidng in ·what i., possibly the 
most har.,h natural environment in the 
,rnrld. hacl grasped at the proffered 
11e,1- religion as one more psychologic
al de,ice to help buttress their meagre 
deleme, and resources against the ex
igencies of the climate. In any event 
all of the people li\·ing in the camps 
smTouncling Pond Inlet ,rcre practis
ing _\nglicans by 1963, (with the ex
ception of one Roman Catholic family 
,1hich lncl emigrated from Igloolik to 
the south). and the camp head-man 

________ T_H_E __ I C_E_L_A_N _ D_I C __ C _A_ N_A_D_I_A_N _______ ______.:;_19 

was a lay preacher, performing ser
Yice, on Sundays when men were in 
camp and not out hunting. Neverthe
less, despite this acceptance 0£ Christi
anity, the people in the camp in which 
I lived identified as Inuit. ·with few 
changes, their life was much as that 
11·hich their ancestors had led for cen
turie5. They knew virtually no Eng
lish, ·which is why the teachers in the 
settlement, who could not speak the 
Inuit language, had as their first task 
to teach English to their ward,. In 
general, the Inuit of Pond Inlet and 
its ,urrounding territories were suspi
cious of the outside world and its 
representatives, and highly selective 
in what they would accept or adopt 
from it. 

During the ten years ,d1ich fol1011"
cd my year of living "on the land'", 
I maintained some contact with Pond 
Inlet, and I continued to do research 
in the arctic and sub-arctic, although 
it 1xa � primarily based in the central 
and western regions. :\f uch of it has 
been focussed on the growth of re
,ourcc frontier communities.. Conse
quently, I ,ms yery much aware of 
the impact the programme of the 
D:\JANR (later to he re-organized into 
the Department of Indian Affairs 
and Northern Development) hacl hacl 
on Inuit populations, and the fact that 
Stef:msson had been Yindicated and 
his drc:am of northern resource devel
opment had become a reality. In the 
,ummer of 1973 I returned to Poncl 
lr:let to examine changes in the settle
men L zmd to reinforce ties with my 
o'.d friends of a decade earlier. I 
expected to see dramatic and far-reach
in;i. ch:mges, !mt I was not fully pre
p:n-cd for the magnitude of the changes 
"~heh I actuallv encountered. 

Once again, 1 had a stop-over m 
Rc,n:u:,:: BaY .. ,\.lthongh today it 1s 

primarily a Department of Transport 
(DOT) base, it is also in several 
respects the nerve centre of the high 
arctic. Twice weekly flights from Mon
treal and Edmonton bring adminis
trators, ,rnrk men and, more import
antly possible, oil ,rnrkers from south
ern Canada to this isolated commun
ity. It is claimed that there are more 
aircraft landings and take-offs daily 
on the Resolute air-strip than at any 
other airport in Canada, including 
Dorval and :\Ialton. The reason, of 
course, is oil exploration, which has 
become an almost frenzied activity in 
the high arctic islancls. There have 
also been discoveries recently of rich 
lodes of zinc, iron and other non-re
newable resources, and large mining 
yen t ures are in the offing. Because of 
contemporary goYernmental policies 
(both territorial ancl federal) Inuit

will have to be hired to man these 
mines and, to some extent, the oil 
operations, if large deposits are actual
ly found. It was, then, a striking con
trast to ten years earlier, when a team 
of rather intrepid French geologists 
had set out to look for oil and find 
truth in a Yision. 

\\Then I finallv arrived in Pond In
let, I looked among the crowd for 
a familiar face. (In northern com
munities almost everyone turns out to 
greet arriving aircraft. It is a social 
event.) I knew that Jimmy l\Iuckpah, 
·with -whom I had lived for most of the
time ten years before, was now an
ordained Anglican missionary, with
his own parish in Eskimo Point, on the
,rest coast of Hudson Hay, so 1 didn't
expect to see him. I did recognize his
brother-in-law, Qamaniq, however,
,dth ,d10.se family I had also lived
for part of the winter, and so, pickin§;
up my sleeping bag and back-pack, l
walked mer to him. At first he didn't



20 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN WINTER 1974 
---------------'-'-.:....:.:....c..;::c_:::..:.....c.:....:.:.....:.=-..:.:_:..:.....:._ ___ .:.:...:..:'....:_'._::_:._::__'_�=-

recognize me - he told me later that 
he thought I had died during the 
intervening decade - but his wife 
nudged him in his ribs with her elbow 
and whispered my identity in his ear. 
That established, we shook hands and, 
in faltering English, Qamaniq asked 
me if I would like a ride to the transi
ent centre in his automobile. He own
ed a srnall Fiat, it turned out, one of 
two cars in the settlement, which had 
a mile long road with nothing but 
mountain or ocean at either end of it. 

·when he dropped me off, he in
vited me to dinner at his home for 
the following evening, saying that he 
would not be off work until five 
o'clock, but that after that I should 
come whenever it was convenient. The 
next evening I walked up the hill 
which formed a back-drop to the set
tlement and knocked at the door of his 
two-bedroom home. I was invited in, 
and offered a glass of whiskey before 
the succulent meal of pan-fried arctic 
char. Qamaniq told me of the events 
of the past ten years. He also invited 
me to move in with his family during 
my stay, and I gratefully accepted, 
much prefering the warmth of an Inuit

home to a sterile transient centre. 

I remained with his family for the 
next six weeks. Apparently, shortly 
after I had left, he had been selected 
to receive training as a heavy equip
ment operator, and so had been sent 
out to British Columbia for several 
months. During his absence, his fam
ily lived in the settlement, and had 
lived there ever since. For a variety 
of reasons, before long all of the Inuit 
people had moved into Pond Inlet, 
and the seyen camps had been aban
doned to the arctic elements. "\,Vith 
this migration, which was in response 
to better housing, new work opportun
ities and the presence of schools and 

the desire of parents to be close to 
their children, a way of life which 
had endured for centuries had dis
appeared. The pattern has been re
peated in settlements across the Can
adian arctic. 

In the Pond Inlet of today, Qaman
iq Yacations in ::\Iontreal, several 
thousand miles south, 1\·ith his wife 
and children. He has talked about visit
ing me in .. Winnipeg next year, and 
then pmsibly taking a jaunt up to 
Eskimo Point to visit Jimmy Muck
pah. I hope that he does .. Ten years 
before, his youngest son of the time, 
who was three years old, was frighten
ed by my presence, for he was not used 
to people with light skin and fair hair. 
Last summer he was thirteen, in the 
appropriate class £or his age, and 
planning to be a medical doctor. There 
is no reason why he cannot, and indeed, 
will not achieve his goal. His older 
brother, ten years before, was learn
ing to become a hunter like his father. 
Today he has completed high school, 
and contemplates working for the oil 
companies in the high arctic islands. 
His youngest brother, born since the 
family moved into the settlement, 
plays with a miniature tractor, imitat
ing his father who uses a real tractor 
to build roads and lay sites for new 
homes and other buildings. Most of 
the young men in the settlement work 
for Pan-Arctic Oil Company, which 
is probably the largest oil exploration 
endeavour in the high arctic. They are 
flown back and forth several hundred 
miles from the settlement to the rigs 
by company aircraft, working twenty 
days on the site and then having ten 
days back with their families. The old 
man who had been head-man in our 
camp ten years before now ·worked 

as a handy-man for the local Depart

ment of Public .. Works. A brother-in-
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law of his, who had been head-man in 
another camp, was now a disc-jockey 
for the settlement Inuit language 
radio station. There were no dog 
teams in 1973, but a skidoo was park
ed in front of almost every house. In 
many instances, small motor-cycles 
,rere p:irked be.side them. 

A way of life had passed - a way of 
life which was possibly unique in 
human history. I doubt that any hu
man population has ever experienced 
such rapid and drastic change in such 
a short ,period of time. That the 
people survived it is a testament to 
their adaptability and ingenuity. That 
they still speak their own language in 
their homes is validation of their pride 

as Inuit. They live in the jet age, if 
not the atomic age ,and yet I believe 
that Vilhjalmur Stefansson would have 
recognized in them the qualities and 
virtues which he extolled in his many 
and, indeed, prophetic writings about 
the Canadian arctic and the people 
,1·ho conquered it without raping it 
centuries ago, and received him with 
such human and humane generosity 
when he went to live with them, as, 
years later, they did with me. If we

are fortunate, those who fulfill his 

vision of the Canadian arctic and its 

treasury of resources by developing a 

programme for their extraction will 

display the same wisdom. 

EXEClJTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

appointed Executive Assistant to Mr. 
Sidney Spivak, Progressive Conserv
ative Leader in Manitoba. 

Jon was born in Winnipeg. He at
tended the University of Manitoba and 
Carleton University, from :which he 
holds the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
He i� now engaged in his M.A. studies 
at the UniYersity of Manitoba. 

·while at University, Jon was active
in both university politics and the 
Progressive Conservative Youth Fed
eration at the National level. Since 
January, 1973, he has served as Ex
erntive Assistant to Dan McKenzie, 
�I.P. (Winnipeg South Centre) in Ot
tawa. 

J6n is the son of Dr. and Mrs. George 

Jon Johnson Johnson, of "\,Vinnipeg. Dr. Johnson 
was a cabinet minister in the Roblin 

Jr,:1 Johnson, or \\'innipeg, has been and "\Veir administrations. 
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The Fjallkona Address 

at the Icelandic Festival at Gimli, August 5, 1974 (translated) 

This summer many of your people 
have gone to Iceland to take part in the 
festivities celebrating 1100 years of 
settlement on the island. In every com
munity special activities are being 
held and flags fly everywhere. Bands 
play and lofty speeches are delivered. 
These celebrations have stimulated my 
people to evaluate ,their position as a 
small isolated island nation. 

:\Ien pause to look back over th� 
path that their fathers have take over 
the centuries-a path which often ,va,; 
anything but easy. The Icelandic pe
ople are proud of their history. That 
i.-, why festivities are the order of the 
day. 

Dignitaries '\\·ill be quoting their 
poet laureates to give their speeches 
added eloquence. The words of Stein
grimur I>orsteinsson are often quoted. 
He claims that the only bond that shall 
e\'er bind the Icelander is the v:a 
-which binds the rugged coast of the i�
land.

You who are gathered here tocfay 
have not had the opportunity to take 
part in the events that your relatin:s 
arc enjoying in Iceland. They arc 
nevertheless in your thoughts and your 
good wishes go out to them. 

Your fathers, grandfathers or grear
grandfathers, as the case may be, broke 
the bond with which the .-,ea ties iLs 
people to Iceland. They found for 
themselves a new land. Yet the ties of 
friendship with the "old country'' Inn: 
not been broken. 

You hold most of your holidavs 
under other i!ags than the one that ·is 
flying everywhere in Iceland toda·1. 
.\i evertheless that flag is associated i,11 
all our minds with loyalty to our com
mon heritage and our cultural tradi 
tions. The poet Einar Benediktsson 
expres,;es this by saying that wherever 
a son of Iceland lives the colours ot 
the flag shall ahrnys be remembered. 

This festival today is ch;ely relatcJ 
to the festivals that are being held i!1 

Iceland at this time. On both ,ides of 
the ocean we are remembering our i: i
story .. On both sides of the ocean we 
arc taking stock of our.selves as Ice
landic people: your relatives, a small 
group of people on an isolated island, 
and yourseln:s, a small group in the 
midst of the Canadian mosaic. You, no 
less than your relatives on the other 
side of the ocean, are proud of your 
Icelandic descent. Otherwise, a11 Ice
landic Festi,-al mrnld not be held .. On 
this day, indeed, you show that you 
are loyal to our background, as well a� 
to our ne11· homeland on this sick ol 
the ocean. 

Sons and daughters of Icelandic des
cent! :\Iy fondest wish is that in futun: 
years the ties of friendship betwee;1 
relatives in the old land and the new 
will remain as strong and sure as the 
tie '\\·hich binds the sea to the rugge•� 
coast of the island. :\fay the colors of 
our common flag continue to be mean
ingful to you and continue to stir you 
,rith pride. 

-n-11•-++.---•11-
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1/Anse Aux Meadows -1974 

by Gustaf Kristjanson 

The ,rind blmrs cold at L'Anse aux 
:\Icadows, Newfoundland. Out of the 
mouth of Davis Strait, skirting the tip 
of Greenland, the wilds of Vngava, 
and the forbidding shores of northern 
Labrador, it bears down upon the tip 
of .\iewloundland's Great Northern 
Peninsula, i h , \retie chill only slightly 
moderated .. \t least so it seemed to 
me when I vi;;ited the spot last sum
mer. To this spot-nearly a thousand 
years a:�o came Viking settlers, who 
built a comnnmity here for a period 
of time. That much has been establish
ed. \\'hether this was, in fact, the 
famed Vinland colony which Leil 
Eric,,,on founded is open to some spec
ulation. But arch;1cological findings 
on the site leave no doubt as the col
ony haying been Old Norse and being 
approximately one thousand years old. 

.\ftcr spending the summer in the 
pulp-mill town of Grand Falls ('1rhere 
I was teaching a summer school ses
sion) mv 1Yife and I had been looking 
forward to this jaunt into history, al
though \\T regarded the prospect ol 
negotiating some 270 miles of unpaved 
road with �omc measure of trepidation. 
,\� it turned out, our ,1·orst misg1nngs 
were more than justified. The road 
up the Great :\Jorthern Peninsula 
ranges from merely bad to indescrib
able. Suited for traversal by a jeep or 
military vehicle, my own automobile, 
lmr-slung and built for kindlier roads, 
was almost disembowelled by the rocks, 
ruts. and bumps which could not be 
averted by even the most careful driv
mg. 

However, one must be philosophical 
about these things. \Vortlnvhile attain
ments seldom come easy. Besides, if 
my forebears of a thousand years ago 
could make it to L'Anse ,\ux Meadows 
from the other side of the ocean (via 
Greenland and intermediate points), 
and using a craft rather less luxurious 
than an ocean liner, ,\·ho was I to 
flinch at the matter of a fe,\· ,mall 
boulders trying to pound their way 
through my muffler and exhaust pipe? 
No, it rnust be full ,;ail ahead, even if 
my car 11·as beginning to sound like a 
tractor and riding like one as ,1·ell. 

. \ctually, to be some,\"hat less 
L,cetiou,, the drive up the northern 
higlrnay, for all its ob,tacles, was well 
,-.-ortli it. The ,ccncry along the Culr 
ol St. Lawrence offers sea-scapes of 
rnrpassing beauty. Gros :\forne Na
tiollal Park, which lies at the entrance 
to the northern highway, has some or 
the most spectacular scenery in all of 
:\Je,doundland. ,-\s one proceeds north-
11·anl along the Strait of Belle Isle 
(where Jacques Cartier and others 
found their 11·av into the reaches of the 
SL Lawrence and the inland empire 
11·hich became Canada) the coast of 
Labrador, 11·i th its occasional Yillage, 
is clcarlv visible ac:ros, the fe11· miles 
of ,alt ,rntcr which separates Xe,1·
l'oumllallCl from the mainland at this 
point. 

Our exposure to the fruits of archae
ological discovery was not confined to 
L'Anse aux :\Ieaclows on this journey. 
\Ve hacl occasion to stay overnight at 
a fishing village called Port au Choix. 
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Lodging was yery much at a premium 
at this time of year (early August) and 
we were fortunate to obtain accom
modation in a priyate home there, 
,d1ere we enjoyed true Newfoundland 
hospitality. Port au Choix's greatest 
claim to distinction ( apart, possibly 
from its fish-processing plant) is the 
fact that it is the site of a highly im
portant archaeological find that came 
to light in the fall of 1967. Human 
skeletons, weapons, and other artifacts 
dating back to about 2300 B.C. were 
clug up. These belong to a culture 
pattern that has been classified as the 
":\Iaritime Archaic Tradition". There 
is a small but very attractive museum 
in Port au Choix where many of the 
items which were discovered are on 
display. 

:<o such sophisticated facility 1s 
at L'Anse aux :\Jcadows, hown·er. 
Here the digging is still going on. A, 
,re approached the spot, catching vistas 
of blue l\orth Atlantic waters clotted 
with sparkling white icebergs, we 
mmdered what it might look like. 
Then we arrived. No horde of tourist,; 
here (perhaps t,rn or three other cars), 
no opulent mw,eum. The National 
Parks personnel ,d10 supervise the site 
and ;:ct as tour guides work from a 
home trailer and ;i very small build
ing rather like a construction shack. 
. \ do1en or so archaeological worker, 
can be seen scraping am! sifting 
thro:ig-h the earth "·ith their trowels 
on the lookout for whatever object, 
artifact, or other symptom ol former 
habiution they might he able to un
con,r. It"s a long and painstaking 
ta,k, hut little lw little more inform
:1t iun is coming to light. 

The digging began in the carlv 
l %U·,. The Norwegian explorer and
11Ti1,·, Helge Ing-,tad had a theory that 
Lei'. Erics,ol!\ hi,toric landfall must 

have been in northern Newfoundland. 
Inhabitants in the area were aware 
of the rather unusual mounds ancl 
impressions just to the southwest of 
the tiny village of L'Anse aux Mead
ows. Accordingly, excavation was start
ed which eventually uncovered the 
remains of eight turf houses of the 
type that is called "Old Norse". Sever
al artifacts of the same type were 
found, in addition to evidence of iron
working (a craft unknown to native 
North Americans). Carbon-dating of 
some of the bones, turf and charcoal 
indicated a elate around 1000 A.D., 
just about the time that voyages by 
Scandinavians to North American 
shores began. (See article in Icelandic 
Canadian, Spring, 1965 issue). 

The walls of the largest house in 
the settlement have been partially re
constructed, so that the layout of it is 
yerv evident. It had six rooms, with 
typical old Scandinavian character�st
ics such as long hearths, ember pits, 
and a cookpit. Included in the artifacts 
that were found where this house is 
located are a stone lamp of a kind 
common in Iceland, iron riverts, and 
a ,pindle -whorl. The walls of all the 
houses in the settlement were of turf, 
with wooden doorways. Roofs were 
also of turf, supported by wooden raf
ters. There were no "'indmrs or chim
n,:vs. .\ hole in the roof permitted 
smoke to escape. 

.\cross Black Duck Broom from the 
location where the houses were un
cowred, archaeologists have found the 
remains of a "smithy", where the in
habitants ob\·iously engaged in a type 
of iron-,rorking. The old Vikings were 
skilled at smelting iron from a form of 
ore found in small nodules in bogs. 
There i, a cleDosit of this kind of ore 
right in the s�ttlement. \Ve picked up 
,ornc ,amples of the rust-coloured. 
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slushy material, from a streamlet that 
empties into Black Duck Brook. 

Because of its historic importance, 
Parks Canada is embarking on a com
prehensive development program at 
the site. Ultimately a visitor reception 
centre will be built, containing dis
plays showing the -way of life of the 
Scandina,i2-n settlers. They are con
siderin(Y lmi;dincr a re1)lica of one of 

b o the old houses nearby. The yil]age site 
itself will be turfed o,er, with slightly 
exae-ceratcd lines, so that in outward 
app'�:rance it will look much the same 
as it did \\-hen it was first discovered a 
few years ago. Hy that time, also, there 
1\'ill be a paved road to the location, 
'll'hich will make it much more acces
sib!e to tourists. The attractive sea
port town of St. Anthony (from which 
Sir Grenfell conducted his missions to 
the Fc;kirnm in Labrador) is only a 

few miles distant and offers accom
modation to those travelers who may 
want to make the journey up to New
foundland's northern tip. 

Our brief tour of L'Anse aux :\ka
dows came to an end. Gazing across 
the rather bleak meadow where it 
,loped down to the rocky beach, one 
co1�lcln't help but ask oneself what 
,rnuld bring people to abandon their 
homes and travel to a spot such as 
this to trv and build a new life, where 
the hardsl1ips must have been consider-

! l. ' " 1 t"' tt 1's able. anc L1e uanger or 10s 11e a ac['... 
bv natives ever present. Do the ghosts 
of Leif the Lucky or his warlike sister 
Frewlis or of Thorfinn Karsefni and 

; ' 
his crew lurk around these meadows:-
'\Vhat talcs these stones could tell'. 
•,\'hat memories lie buried ,rithin these 
hmnrnocks of grass! 

A J¾;OTE ON THE ICELANDIC POPULATION IN WINNIPEG'S 
'<NE:-;T END - 40 YEARS AGO 

Tl1e fol'ow;ng item on the Icelandic 
populatio,1 in "Winnipeg's -west End 
fortv vcars ac;-o is taken from an ar�
icle, b), \l .. i�assic in rrhc '\'innipcg 
'T'ribunc 

'rhc \\-..c:,t 1'�ncl in the thirties had �; 
sizeable Icel:mdic population. Jt seem
ed th;:t cverv second kid ,\·as named 
l�iorn or I-I,iahnar in the 1�ci?)1bo:·-

.J J • � � hood. I remember espeualiy that t!w
falcon �:p:1c;1rc<l quite often in local
bu:;inc:;s hcraldrv and I sonn learned
that the bircl ,ra� an Ice:a1H�ir national
sv1nbol of son1e sort. \Ve skZ:1cd �tnd
1;la,,cd hockc�/ at the Falcon l�.._inL -
;11c{1ihcr�hip _)(} cents a :·car - on the
corner of S:1rgent �n:d fionie. )fy
mot1,er s0pt J"'' to bnv bread at the
Fal:-�n 1i;1ken:.'�•\nd ,d�en I grew old
er I founcl 1;wself whiling awav the
odd hour in tl;e Falcon Athletic Club,
a somewhat misnamed edifice on Sar-

P'Cllt ,_\ yc1n1c 1\'hich cont�ilncd four or ,., 
fi\'C pco! tables, a pay phone and ·2 

Gents. 
111 ] �tri' i;rhcn ";\-� ca1nc or a\·c . ." C\'ti'

al o[ 1�1\ ,�ccrs ;mcl I wowed the local 
girls h,,' lluun;11g the uniform of the 
:l9th v;'innipeg Hoy Scout troop. The 
troop w;,:; SJ)OJ1w1ecl b'-' the First Fed
c·:-.ll�rl c:h:1tc:1 011 J)an�1ing Street: the 
p;:·-;tor 1r�t-; n�nncd Petnrsson and he 
�-on due led cycnin2,· scryiccs in Irf�l�nd-· 
ic. ',\"c 1rcrc prohably t11c n10.-, t. ":ordic 
bunch CYCr to sport short pants in 
the citY, 1rith the exception of n1y�1c]f 
;md a;10tlic·,, ],id called "Sp:t:;hetti" 
\\·hose hr(nrn eyes and bJack hair de
t.·�1ctccl fro1n 011r corporate i1nagc as 
v.-c: ,',;Fcl1ccl t,rn-hy-two along the side, 
1ralk a hc1oYed son� about a 
hanless ,\Tetch who'd had the effront
en'. to order 'one meatball. sir, if you 
nl�ase' in a rather high-class eatery, 
l 
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CONTINUATION 

''J.B.'' A FISDEllM.tN FOil TDREE-QUAltfERS OF A CENTURY 
hy S. STEFA:"iSSOl\' 

.\notlier oper;,tioll 011 the lake ,1·ith
,d1ic!i J.B. was truly familiar ,1·as ·win
ter freighting on ice; hmn:n:r, he en
gaged in it hirnsell only one season
after fishing. being then employed b:
John \fc.'\ab ol Clamleboye, whom he
described as an excellent, extremely
energetic man. Freighting began about
lllicl-1\·inter, ,d1en the ice was realh
.,olid. \fuch of it was clone by farmer,
,d10 ,rorkecl at it in their ofl-season.
The ven- earlie:,t form of it was tram
port:,tion on a simple sleigh pulled
by one ox. with one ,rooclen box 011 

the ,:cigh into ,d1ich the fi:,h ,ra,
loo.,ely piled.

The earh lrci!.!hter, rareh used
, <) , 

hor�c,, mo,,t olten oxen. Since in those
days oxen ,1·erc not ,hod and tended
to slip on glare ice, the men tried to
ha,c them walk on ,now. Later they
were shod like horses, but i\"ith two
,hoes on each foot to lit the c loveil
hoof.,, cal h ox-shoe being ,ha peel somc-
1diat like a gibhom moon. J. B. cles
crilics hm1· duriug the sl10ci11g ol oxen
or hor.,es the auiu1,d ,1,1s pL,cccl lJc-
1 ,rcen t 11·0 ,tanchion, 11·ith a block
:rn,I t:tcl.:k a hon', aml Clll\ :,, placed
:rr,nrnd the hoch· under the lwlh. T,J
,,,hoc the rc:�r hoof� the rc,ir 11::lr o!
1h:: body \•.·�1>, then h:ndcd up slightl:
tq :>:TYCl1� Lie�..: in:2, ,tnd n�;:l::_(- 1�1�· 1ro:·k
( :,-.,J(T. 

"L :(t ,;1c •·:1l\ :·n..::ightc1:) �,\·orkcd a11
cLi 111 1 !1c t1pc·n 1!1 U1c_: depth of \t.·i11-

1cr \\-ith ro tent fo:- �helter. their 1,Tort

ary c liaracter of thme time, w,1s Bilh
Scott, ,1 ho commonly droYe his team
to a gnn e of woods at night and slept
in the open 1\·ithout a tent, occasionally
taking shelter in a snowdri!t. He had
a 1rnoclen leg, and a stc>r) ( possibly
apocryphal) has it that whrn the nm-
11er., of his sleigh were frozen into the
ice he ,rnulcl beat them loose with it.

Generally the freighters, alter a long
clav's work in the open, often facino
bi[i11g ffind and bitter Iro,t. stro\'e t�
reach one of the stopping places along
the ,horc before night. The,e were
homes that ,mppliecl food and shelter
to travellers for a small, actually rnin
i111al fee. ]--here vvere SC\'cral, son1e
rn:iintainccl bv Indians and others bv, ; 

Icelanders, on the route that lay aslant
from Fisher River to the fir.st main
one in .'\cw Iceland, at Gilsbakki in
the (;c1,ir district. Then extending
a long the shore through N e,r keland
were Kirkjuba:r, Hnansar, \'i6ivellir,
Birkivellir, :\[elur, Greniw·llir, then
,c,cral at Gimli, Iolhmed iiy Kjalvik
;,,,d lin;dh a hotc1 at BournLtry Creek,
maintained by Bald,rin .\mlcr;on.

�rlH_: ircightcr� \\·ould �trr;yc :d a1n
1i1:H' of clay or night off the roads or
t!:c· iakc. Sometimes both men and
L::tm, Fcrc cxhau,tnl, especially after

Llj1H1in�: >Ior�n·,. C\•�:1 lo 111,,
• ]e;l':ing, t�1e�r lo:ld') l;chin�L

L'.1c •! t�)'. l)]a� ,· ·1.ipp!ii.?l!
:t;1d .\!t�· tt'·1· i'or '\...•;�11,-. �o:
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J6scfbina Joscpsdbttir Johnson J<>n Hji>rnsson (J.B.) Johnson

T:ic pictures of \Ir. and \fr.,. J. B . .Johnson \\"ere Ltkrn on the couples fiftieth
\\"eclcling ann1Yersary

11ight lodging ol driver,. Thc,l.'. 11·cTc
co1qrno11 rates. Freighters often slept
on the f'.oor in their 011·n hcddin,<.::
,cYcral al,o had their mn1 loot! sup
pli:·o.

:·umctirncs cattle ,,·ere put ou1 ,il
n:•� 111 to hou•,c cxhauotcd draft tc,rnis,

",:1in�. hclpfu1nc,'-)\ \\'�:., tl:c rule ol
�:;:1ong the Icc�anclic pc,;p\-.''

\1;JOl1\� 1hc 1n�lny prohlcn�'"' or lake
ii·ct�:]Hi11,�:, 1 ,·�1-, the'. l 1- 1 th:d O\'fT1'!:i.�.d1� 

t': d 1c1.'"' b L-<,ni �,_1ndv
\';;:1lc a '\�natch tcai11" - a tcan1 of

could he dr,n\"11 by a small team.
"\fore than am other man Sandy

\'ance reyolutionizecl lake travel ,vith
the introduction of snow plough$. Or
iginally an Easterner, he lived in Sel
kirk, and was at one time captain of
the \\'oherine. J. B. remembers him
a, an excellent man, ,cry well thought
nL .\s carlv a, 191:1 he saw him out
on the hke with a ,nm1· plough and a
ctboo,e.

J.lL �:nd l_;t,rrc�1cc S:crc:1.-. dc:-,cTibc
";:1 nrh· "\ r�n:ce\ p�oughs as rcscrnhling
t·-ro iic\1 plou?hs cnn1hincd 111 01 :e

. 1,,:i1b squ,i;<_; 1 \·nndcn
1 n,: 1 '.'i �, :c!1c:-: :1 1 -id '<Hne

;��cu•d1
thcr to
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a third at the centre extending some 
G-7 inches up. The early horse-drawn
once made a trail about 41/2-5 feet
,ride.

\ Vith the ploughs horse-drawn trans
port came into prevalent use on the 
lake, with heavy draft farm horses of 
yarious breeds, among them some 
Pcrcherom ancl Clydesrales, used by 
the freighters. From three horses to 
tin) or eyen three teams would 
puli the plough, according to s11011· 
conditions. These were rested as need
ed by changing horses, generally at 
noon, and having them pull lighter 
parts of the freight, .rnch as the caboose. 
A freight train might consist of from 
eight to tweh-e sleighs, each sleigh 
carrying up to 150 boxes weighing 
100-110 pounds each, with a snow
plout';ll in front ,md a caboose at the
rear. The caboose, up to fifty feet in
lcn�th and ti·..-elve feet wide pro,-ided
sleeping quarters and meals. On
either side of it was a 111,mger into
,d1ich a horse tent was packed in the
d:iy- 1 imc .. \t ni1-;ht the tents ,,·ere ex
temled to shelter the teams ,d1ich were
feel ;, t the manger.

1t ,1·;,s possibly about l'.)28-30 that 
tractor, hq�an to replace hor.ses in 
hadiag freight. J\t first the tractor 
pulled the sno1.v-plough, but later it 
1\-a� found r:,rcfcrable to have th 0 

F J_oug-h f Jr�;cccd and the tractor push 
it. The were also irn prm cd 
�o n1?j:.c ,vider tracks. Since tractors 
cm; 1d traYel day and night, three or 
forn· men woulcl take turns clrfriw.r. 

" 

.J .Ji. h;1d three or fonr such trains 
h�nding fish \\Then \\Torking as a packer
at G:,y:mnville .. 

S:uu1y 1/?ncc never recci1:ed a patent 
for hi-, s1101\T-ploughs, though every
L-c:,<:',htcr used them, and C1ey vastly
chan:-;ed conditions for the fishermen
too, e:,pccialiy on the south of the

lake where horses came more and more 
into use though dogs still remained 
the main means of transport in the 
north. Stationary camps and cabooses 
coLilcl be hauled out on the ice to pro
vide the first shelter that the fisher
men had known on the lake. .Fish 
could be stowed in them unfrozen and 
with the swifter means of transport 
shipped fresh to market as is the prac
tise for mo.st of the catch nm,·. 

The early horse-drawn cabooses were 
mainly used on the south end of the 
lake not far from shore, being driven 
out in the morning and brought back 
at night. _At first they were made of 
canvas or kraft-board over a frame �et 
ou a sleigh ancl equipped with a heat
er. The men could have their rnea:s 
inside them and retreat into them fo1· 
,rarmth, but tbey had no sleeping 
quarters. Fish could he kept unfrozea 
in them and then .,hipped fresh. They 
were good for short distances. 

The horses could not be driven fast, 
[or they would be harmed if they pcr
srire,I and then ,�ood all clay on tl1e 
ice. lh:riug the hours of waitilJ:;· the, 
were iiCll blanketed, and in addition 
the more consider,ite mrners seamed 
car:y;1s to the lo1rcr edge of the blin
kct to rc:dch the ice, forn1inµ; �� Iair:y 
tL·aft-frcc shelter. ()n shore the horse� 
,\·c: 1 ·e housed in ,\·arm stables. 

In the Xanmv:; tE�tances from shore 
\\·cr2 µ:cncra1ly short enough to p..2:·-
1)1 �t r(:�urn at ni�;ht, but clsc1rhcrc sta
tionary c2-rnps on the ice 1 \·crc c.lc\-
clcpcd. They were 0£ lur:1ber, measer
mg as a rule from about 1:.:xl6 to 
Jfix20 f::ct and cou!_d house up to eight 
n1c11. J.It rcn1c1nbcrs haYiiif; one cast 
of \\'"illo1r Point rncasuring 12x1·1 feet, 
cq1dppcLl ,rith a stove ar:d heater ��nd 
hunks cne aboYe the other. It housed 
four 1,1en. One team could haul a camp 
out for the season and back to shore 
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,it the encl of it. The fish was kept 
lrcsh in these camps, packed into box
e, in crmhed ice, and picked up every 
t'- ,:; chlys by freighters for transport 
il ·,reather permitted. 

·\, transportation improved, the
ck::1and for fresh fish developed. J.B. 
rencmhers the first American coming 
out to buy fresh foh from Gimli, prob
abl� about 1920. It was packed by 
Jakob Sigurgeirsson. ·with far higher 
price; offered than for frozen fish, the 
fishermen responded in every way pos
sible. Some even used 300-350 pound 
boxe:, on clog sleighs with a compart
ment containing a lantern at one end. 
The box was covered with a lid with a 
r:111,as-cm·ered hole above the main 
compartment. The canvas was lifted 
,h fresh-caught fish was dropped in, 
and then replaced. 

Even fish boxes altered with time, 
the earliest being of 150-pound size, 
then 100 pounds, and eventually 50-60 
pounds. The heavy ones were difficult 
to load into a narrow hold and had 
to be lifted with ropes and hooks. 

Vast changes took place from the 
time -when J.B. once saw a train of 
twenty teams of oxen on the lake to a 
period when motor transport took 
over, probably commencing near 1930. 
Among the numerous vehicles tried 
11·cre snowmobiles, mainly used by fish 
inspectors, old Ford cards with an extra 
wheel put in front of the rear wheels, 
and various types of caterpillar trac
tors or resembling them, such as half
tracks (tractors with skis at the front 
and belted wheels at the side); also 
the small caterpillar-style 'cleat-tracks', 
which proved equal to two horse-teams 
and able to mow large stationary 
camps. About 19,_l:6-7 came surplus war 
machines, such as the snow tractor or 
'-\\'easel', which was light, -with broad 
tr::ck,s, as if floating on snmv, and then 

the bombardiers, which, being able to 
travel over snow at some thirty miles 
an hour, have eliminated the need for 
cabooses, stationary camps and freight
ing on ice. Besides supplying a retreat 
on the ice for warmth and meals, they 
transport the men daily to and from 
shore, moving both them and their 
equipment and their catch. They are 
gas-fuelled, warmed by the engine and 
provided -with a power take-off from 
the -engine for ice augers. So the fisher
men and the freighters are finally re
leased from living a whole season of 
the year on the ice, and from some 
of the risks involved in heavy freight
ing, for occasionally a team or sleigh 
or tractor would plunge through the 
ice. In one of these instances a Nor
wegian broke through the ice with his 
tractor at \Varpath River and was 
drowned, for Lake \1/innipeg takes its 
toll at any .season. J.B. encountered no 
such problem, hut he did sometimes 
sec the water rising in the track as the 
last sleighs passed over. 

One aspect of the fishermen's life, 
familiar to them all, was and is gov
ernment inspection by fish inspectors, 
many of them Icelandic. It is typical 
of J.B. that in all his years on the lake 
he never ran into trouble with any of 
them, though from reports of some 
other fishermen one might imagine 
(perhaps falsely) that there was a sort 
of constant running war, or game of 
hide-and-go-seek, though free of viol
ence, between fishermen and inspectors 
about such matters as fishing with too 
small a mesh, or out of season, or 
,1·ithout a licence, or beyond the limit 
all011·ed. He does, however, recollect a 
single extreme case which occurred 
at Dauphin River when he wa.s a fish 
packer there, and which received news-

paper publicity. The Indians of the 

area -were severely annoyed at a fish 
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i n ·,pc( · tor':-i nH_.: �: � L'. rcs t ake:�1 ;:1 gai : � � t  
t;; cm. l n one i n., tance they aclrnin i,ter
ed ',G scH:l'C a bcat inc; that th e f ine  
dec,· ,kin ja,·ket that  he  ,rnrc was all 
lon1 a n d  blood-spattered. I n  ,mothe;·, 
"·htn he ,r�:s seiz ing so1nc of thc:i:; ·  ne t s ,  
they fired a ,,ho t  a t  h i s  cabi n  windmr. 
shattering the  gla,s al l  around h im .  
Rather th ;m pnn-okc further host i l it i es 
h e  orclerL'd t h e  net cut  loo,c. 

fceland ic  f i,hermcn clicl nut re:,orl 
to a ny ,nch mc,t.<ures; they conf ined 
the ir  a nn oyances or protest� to verba l 
compla ints, spoken o r  ,vri t ten, and i n  
general accepted dec i s ions. Rumor has 
it  that in  one  i n:,t;mcc a f isherman 
ci ted in his dcfcn�c the r ights origin:d 
ly gi,·cn t o  the Icelandic settler, t o  f ish 
i n  Lake \\' i nn ipeg, and that s ince the 
documents mi t h is ,n,rc not found i n  
Ott awa Ji: ,, appcai ',\ a,, gran ted. f .B .  
and O l i  J o,cplison han: no recol leciion 
of thi,. !Ju t  t hey  do k now that  he  hacl 
h i, n e,., crmli .,catcd when f ishing off 
Saskat c1H!1\'�Ul Poin t , and tha t they 1\·cre 
returned to h im .  

.\ccord ing to  thcn1 , 
!el l  i:Hu t ,nl ca tegori cs, 
so ,y:n ra thctic lO the 

Ei,-,h i n ">pcctor"> 
t l 10,e who were  

fishC'rn1�" 1  in 
their strug;:(e t o  make a l iYing th: : , 
t hey i\ cTe len i ent  to the poi n t  o f  turn
ing a b l ind CF to s01ne o f  the i n frac-
1 icds,  and th ())C 1•:hn '-J :nr it di'' thci:· 
duty to carry out  their i n s t ruct ions tr) 
the lc t tc:r, however, pai n fu l  it m ight be. 
S i nce 1 hcy had a vast terri tory to cover, 
,ome ,; ta t ions tended to he more fre
q ucnth i nspected than o thers (pos
s iblv bcrausc of more frequent  viola
t ions) .  

:\ fo s t  of their deci,icrns concerned 
ii,11 in ,�· , ,· i th  too smal l  a mesh.  I n  suc l 1  
cases n ets were con fiscated . . .  a ma
jor d isa,tcr to the f i sherman .  I nspec
tor-; yaried iu t he i r  methods o f  d i ,pos
a l :  ,om c  Lurnccl the n ets oyer to the 
gm ernmcnt, o thers burned them and 

\N I NTER i S ,  c: 

,s, t i i l  o then .,ank  thc11 1 .  I n  one  , 
, 1·hcn nc : , h ,, d  been t i ecl i n to a b,ff r '. ! c  
and sunk i n  the  l ake ,  the  decis ion , , :,, 
: : ; ipc:duL Fae cd w i th  th i,  Dro1; 
the i nspector commented, ":\o ; , : ,  
lrn :· ia l  a t  sea ! "  

Iakc \ \' inn ipcg ha, another  gon n 
rn e n L  ,1 hosc cleci, ions a r e  benrnci : . u· 
peal an cl ,1'1 1 i ch  oltcn con liscat�cl f i,he.r
me11 \  cq u i p1ncnt.  \ \'hi lc n cycr i n  u ,n-
1 1 ! ,  l ,1· i 1 h  the ii,1 1 in :-pectors, J . B .  0 1 :  
' C < L  c � .r.:, h t ;, net\ : o  i t  i n  lt grea t  p i le - , : >  
r > f  i :'� \ . S uch lo '"1)C 1 1n ; 1kc  i t  d i f f i cu l t_ ' ( 1

place any  estimate on a fisherman.\ _n
come, "\\·hich clcpcncls o n  wincl and 
,,·cathcr, run o f  f i sh ,  market condi 
t ions. :me! iormcrh· on f ish compan : ,"i . 
J .B .  c') t i 1 ' 1 a t c:--i t h :t t  harri n r; n i ajor \ � :\
a � t cr,-... it n 1 ay  in t he pa --i t  haYe  ayera,� ,.:c l 
,ornc :  1i ing l ike  S' 100-S l .�00 or po,,i', 1 \  
1 ip l o  S ]  , ,", !JO for the  imlcpcmlcn t 1 ; , ; i  
c1 11 1 : ,n ( l"orcrn;:n )  oycr the  t : : '  
sci,01 1 s ,  combined .  

11 1 : ' 11· h i tdi,h ,cason ,  cornlncted p i  il·

c ipal ly h\' l a : ·gc f ish rnn1p;in i cs on ; ; 1 c  
nort h ol  Lake \\' inn ipeg, and 1. i l l 
rcc!: 1 � 1 :\' i\ i t h  :·c.- t r ict ion•, on cat ch o l  
t h a t  .� : ) cT ic\ 0 1 1 �y .  t h e  l i 1 n i t  be ing- t � ·, .., t  
placed �1 1 t hree n1 i l l ion pound)� 11 1  h 
l ; 1 tcr ; 1 t  t ,,·o m i ll ion and , t i 1. l  l a ter .l l 

about one ; :wl a h :i l f  m il l ion .  The l i i n i t  
1-; a ro t u;d : t r H)n g· f i ')h  ,) t a t io:1s ,  ,,·hlr ! 1  
i ;1 t : :1 n  ;• pponion i t  among t h e  fo 0 e
mc1 ;  011 1 1 1 :' lioa h. for whom the  sca,, 1 11 
cwls ,, J, ' l l  : li e  l i m i t h; 1s  b een caug ' · 1. 
:'\.: '- - ; , , t no 1 ,· , - 1 (' rc'_,._ u l : t t cd a _, t o  n1c ,h 
s 1 1c. Po,,i ! Jh· t h e  ,d, i tdish 11·as Lt : ;  .. ,:.:r 
t hen th :n 1  11011", lor Ii- inch mesh 1 iro 1 - : : !

the he.st ; t t  f i rst ,  but S Y, was ht1c:r 
lc .';a l i 1cd, and dtcr l :l:;0 approximate-'.) 
;)- inrh 1nc\l 1 .  

Foremen o r  skippers of  fish i ,  
Lo;1 1 ., a ppl ied to the  ! ishing compan -:, 
to f i.,h for t hem, and i f  accepted 
c c in:d a 1 i ,. -c:1cc or permi t  to f ish. Th 

i; 

e n'.: :·.I their o.rn h irccl m en to ·work 
0:1 t h e  boats w ith  them, gcncr;illy t,rn 
to a boat ,  and paid them monthh 
,rages, whic h Yaried greatly w i th the 
Years, lmt i n cl uded room ancl board . 
The Lr< man h ired usua l ly  the more 
exper ien ced and h i red as mate, often 
n:cci , ·cd h i ,�her 1ny;  , h e  second man .  
e,,J>c: i ;i '. ;y i t  inexperienced, l ess. From 
I '. : _ ; : )-.' i i  111 Lhe depression t h e  corn
p; i  ; :  i cs tonk OY�T th e boa ts, and a t  that  
t i n : ,: o lfe1 ed Oli  Josephson S7 :i as  
!or,:n ' :t ' l  and h is men S:IS each,  as ,rcl l
: 1 ,  hci;, nl. I t  ,1·«s cons idered h igh pay
t h en .  l n the l 9 Hl's h ired men receiyed
someth ing l ike  SS0-S7S .

F i. - l i  1 ornpanies  suppli ed  the  fore
rn: ,n  ,,· : ' h  C'\ enthing that they needed. 
Some h; 1d no :,uppl ics o f  the i r  own : 
o t hers might  ha ,  e ,omc corks, n ets. or
a bo:lt , : 1 1:d ,1·o uld order 1d1ateYcr they 
nc,·d,,z! in  addi t ion .  The foreman re
cc ; ,cd ,o rn 1 1ch  pcT po und  ! or h i., 
c• , c '. 1 ,  lrom 1xhich a l l  the cost o f  th e 
', l l  forn;,hcd h i m  was deducted 

) ;,· , Y : 1. t i cd cnornio�tsly, ' 1 ' 

con' tu s i:c u !  citd1, market con
d i 1  :n 1 : 'J  aud  t he  ::: 1t j 1 � u : J:_, of t he co111-· 
pan :cs. He n1 ight eYcn f ind h i:mcl l  
in  dc�ht to  t h e  con1pany.  I n  t h e  earl ier 
day�-; ,  h(PXC\ Cr. foren1 c11 gcilera 1 '. y  n ct
te(i abo :r t  S'.lOIJ to S,",00 for th ,: .'iurnnH.:r 
,c;ts,m , t i l l  prices rose a ft er the  gener
a l  , � r .tke o l  l rJ I ! l .  

l n  l '.I'.!'.) the l ishcrrnrn ;i,,k for (i 1 � 

ce: 1 1 s  a pmrnd for whi tefi.,h.  \\'h i l e  t l i :' 
rnm nan ic:, o ff creel (i cen ts .  This  l ed to 
a f i, l1 : · : · 1 :H_:n's stri�_ c :  J .B .  ,ras one o !  
the r: , :im older f i :,h cnncn who did not  
go r , , : :  on t hu,c term'; ,  and m issed that  
.�·c::,, 0 1 1 .  ( ; i :n � i-� \r1n ."'l trong F i \! 1 ::_'r ics t ! l �'n 
l'l1 '..', , ! c!, ed lllCl1 rrom the E:t\L to  f i sh .  
but  w i tJ1 snnl l  succe,,, a ,  they lo.st 
ncl.•, and fi,hccl p;iorly .  Prices improYed 
fro1n  t lut  ,car on .  

_ 1 . n  . .  v;ho t i 'ih cd pract ica1 1'· C\ Cn

su 1n1 1 1 �T \ (;a :�on as forc1na n ,  f ir•, t c:n 

3 1  

sa i lboat_) zn 1d ! hen on /-\a:-;l;,oa � '� ,  had 
Ltfor(: the -,,t ri k e  f i �. hcd at  I-i oL)c ! ')-
lancl El0:l- 1 ,1, and t hen  for Gimli -.-\rm
"' t rong· <i t \fz1 r1·cn · .'l La11 d i i 1 _:�- 1 q t _)- l �L 
I n  l ! l'2 i t h i 'i i irn1  :i,kecl i 1 : : , 1  ,o L 1Lc 
o'i.-c1- t l :e ]Zc in dt·(T I -..,Li. iHl ," 1 ;1 t ion a'.') 
l orc;n? 1 1  ( n 1 �� 11 z�gcr )  on  shore a nd then
lro;n l !)'.?'.?- 'HJ the one o n  George\ l s
l :i nd .

I n  t h e  (}a r l i c.')t : �:,�i-\ t h e  i i  ... h in �; '.')�a
t ion -� 1.rtTc all o·v.-ncd L i )  1 :un- I c cL1nd ic  
f i rrn, .  11·h ich ,�eneralh c 1 1gagcd non-
1 �-c � :t �H l  i (  1"orcn1c1 1  (n 1 : t 11 :;.grr�) i'or t�1 c1n ,  
1 1 -;o ,, t : \" �; ( o tc h .  �rli e forc11 1cn looked 
a f1 cr weigh ing ,  cleaning, i c i ng and 
p��t k ing o l  f i -'111 and a l ,o a ft er 1·o(H: 
; : n c ! cco k in ,� ; ,ml q uarter, for t heir  
men.  The, d id  not f i sh .  nor c l i rcc L the 
: ic u:d l i ,h i u ,� .  

(\ : 1  t h e  oi l ier l i : i 1: d  t h e  loremcn a n d  
e r :_"\':" t ► r t l t c  i" i -/1 ( on1 p;tn ie -./ ho:tts 1 ·: r: :c  
� 1 '. n 10\l : o  : i  1 n : 1 11 i t c : : 1 n d i 1- . l p 1 i l :  
; : , : o , ! l  1 :) i  l o r  la ter  j . J , .  had  110 : cc o l
kct i 1 : ; i  : : l h i, l i ,h , t a t ;on o l  :my who 
1\-ere not. Sorn I n d ians ,  l iov:e,er. 
\cT\ed a ··, shore-Ii : :  ncb. 

q u l � ccl and n 1 �i ! : , 1 e_\ ! 1 i , ... h in :� :-,, L1 t i ( 1 1 1 .., 

L1 t h L' i 1- O ',\ l l .  { ; c11c1 : 1 1 1 Y .  l oo ,  • . ' , : 1 · 
o i hc! ·'-i. n : : t i n ! ;  .'-; ( o l c h  " a \ ., '. ; u L t ! l  

c a 1 11c 1 i ,-:11 c1 1 1 11 ._'n .  �i nd :,,c�nc L 1d i� 1n"  : : 11 '1 
:'l f et i s  iorcmcn , ror i n,t :mcc: t hree m em
ber, of the Cook Lw1 i : , ,d C r: tm l Ra
F id ·-; .  \ �cTY ll \': l ' kr:1 i n i ans  ,cr\ ed on 
t ) 1 r · l a k :' ;  L " 1 ; i 1c : trcd i o  h : �yc 1 1 : >  
c i i-: i n :; ! o r  i t .  

I t  n 1 : t \' he l l h> � 1 i n1 1cd here  1 h : ; 1  in  
r o t i > c  o '.  1 h ( '  y , : : 1 1 .'-i J . lL c 1n p'o\ C1 l " " , , T· 
; • ] I n l i : : ; I1 •1 �1 nd  .\ i et i"i. �t 1 1 d  � p :·? \. , , \· e l l  
n i  , h :' : : L  S : 1 , n :· ,1·orkcd :or h im t o,· a 
1 1 1_ : : n ; J � : ' o l  \ l'J i ''I,  and i : 1  �Cl! �Tal t ! : ,�:Y 
d id  ;;ood ,rork. rot' a \ in ��-le i n :, t: t ncc 
he r: -: t a 1

\ F.(br; 1 rd 1-(oh in .'·D IL  ,rho 1 , · : : ')  
i n h i �  cn 1 p l oy for over t 1 \·cn1v Y e: :r'l .  
: i l ;  loo u 1t l  l o  f O · t L i 1 1 1 1 c  �! P d  \\':h 1 e-

; l 1 1  t l l le 1  )C'l � c l :� : ) . :�•. 
· : d i  , . ( O lH : : 1  :-i i n  t; ; >, :
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he tuo employed many Indians ,some 
of them for up to twenty years at Rab
bit Point. Sometimes they needed 
direction in their ·work, but mostly he 
found them to be kindly, reliable 
people. 

Indeed, J.B. remark.., of almost every 
one ,rith ·whom he was associated, "He 
"·a, an ecexllent man". If any ,rere not, 
he does not mention it. 

Every coin has two sides .. \ former 
member o[ parliament, Eric Stefan
wn, relates that once during an elec
toral campaign he took J.B. ,1·ith him 
to wrne of the Indian communities 
around the north of the lake. As soon 
as he named his companion people 
came running up and every man's face 
rebxecl in a smile. "Oh, J.B.!" they 
said, and all doors opened wide to 
ofler hospitality. 

In former years all .,urnrner fishing 
wa, done from sailboats manned, as 
meHtioncd, by a foreman ancl his crew 
ol two. They were fashioned of wood, 
about 32 to ,H feet long and open ex
cept for a deck about six feet wide 
at the prmv, under which two or three 
men could lie in shelter in very cramp
ed quarters. There were two mast5, 
lore and alt. These boats, all as a rule 
company-mn1ed, began to be converted 
into gad)Oab from about l()'..:0 on, 
at lir,t ,rith a lour-man c-re,r, later 
th rec. n engine shaft and propeller 
\\·c:rc then imtallecl at the rear, this 
a,Lptation being mainlv made at Gimli 
or Selkirk. Sailboats had one advan
tage: they might turn over or be up
rnded, shedding their hall:tst of rock, 
hut they ne,er sank, ,rhile gas-boats 
\I ould sink. 

:--,:1ilboats varied in design according 
to the builder. Those fashioned on 
l kcb bland b, J akoh Sigurgeirsson
for Stefan Sigunbscm of Hnausa were
lm,ad and bulky \\·ith a square stern.

but spacious and steady. Robinson of 
Seikirk, for whom several Icelandic 
carpenters worked, constructed slim, 
swift boats with a sharp stern. From 
the East came the Collingwood boab 
,d1ich were very manageable, deep, 
and able to carry much cargo. 

The early sailboats had no equip
ment except an anchor and rope, not 
even a chain. Each mast carried one 
sail. There was a centreboard aft to 
the rear mast with a box on either 
side, extending clown 3-4 feet and 
manoeuverable, being pushed up or 
down by means of a metal rod with a 
grip as much as 3-4 feet i11 a side wind 
to prevent drifting. There were 
pockets or compartments for fish on 
both sides of the centre-board, but 
the early boats had no net trays; these 
,rcre not introduced till about 19E. 
>."ets were simply piled on a ·wooden 
platform at t11e rear, with one man 
arranging them to prevent tangling. 
Two men usually pulled in the nets, 
and one or two removed the fish. Two 
tlnrarts extended across the boat for 
strength, and the rear mast, set in an 
iron ring, passed through the one at 
the back. 

On these boats the men worked all 
day long in the open, regardless of the 
11·eather. 

It was not till gasboats came into 
me that pilot houses eventually wer 
added. \Vil!iam Bristow of Gimli is 
one of the first men possibly eyen the 
lirst, whom J.B. remembers as using 
a ga,boat, a small single-ma.steel one, 
\\·ith one man working on it with him, 
at George's Island. 

Fishing on Lake \\'innipeg has al
,1·ays varied greatly from one year to 
another, one location to another, and 
ncn from day to day .. \ nm of fish 
may la.,t a fe,1· days and then be gonf'. 
Oi;L"e SLel:\n Sigurdsson of Hnama 
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l i'11ed four successive summers off
Horse Island and caught the limit only
once. In 19l l there was good fishing
on the east side of the lake, but not on
the west side. Once during the poor
�e;isons of 1934-37, Thor Ellison tow-:cl
twelve boats to Horse Island 1nd
spread them out over a distance of
,ome thirty miles, yet they caught only
three or four fish to a net, not enough
to fill a fifty-pound box. In 1938 the
fish were so small that they dropperl
from the nets, but 1939 brought such a
record catch that the nets floated up
laden with fish.

Hence the fisherman's life i, a con
,unt gamble, and entails an unceas
ing hunt for farnrable locations. 

In summer fishing the working day 
commenced about three oclock in the 
morning, with the boats going out on 
their own, whether sail- or gas-boats, 
if the di.stance was short. At George's 
Island the fishing grounds were too 
close to require itowing. For longer 
distances boats were towed out by 
steam tugs that set out about four 
oclock in the morning and towed never 
J ewer than four but on the average 
twelve •to sixteen boats. In 1940 Leiri 
Hallgrimsson and Booth in a lar6e 
jo;nt operation at Big Black Rh-er had 
eighteen gas,hoats to-wed out by one 
tug. They employed some ninety men. 
Leifi, as main manager for both, rent
ed a huge tent for them and ·employeJ 
.\lfrctl Cook with several assistants a, 
cook. 

For distances exceeding seven mile�. 
;is at \Varren's Landing, tugs ,1·ould 
to\Y the boats out and go as far as 20-
'.\0 miles. The boats would stay out 
alioi:t ten or t,reh·e hours, dependi:1g 
on distance. Gas-boats would come 1'1 

o: their cywn about 2-G p.m., the latter 

ii t 'wv had far to go. Sailboats were 

also to sail in if possible, but otherwise 
the tugs were to bring them in. 

After their return the men cleaned 
all the fish, with the boat crews co
operating in this work. Sometimes at 
\Varren's Landing they did not fini..,h 
till 11-12 p.m. Occasionally, though 
rarely, they cleaned fish all night and 
then left immediately for the fishing 
grounds with no rest or sleep whatever. 
This was hardest on the foreman, for 
while the others could doze off on th� 
,ray, he had to be constantly alert. J.B. 
remembers standing for hours on an 
eight-foot plank on the way out when 
steering, and the same on the return. 
It was easier if the boat was in tow. 

In the early days the fishermen\ 
food consisted mainly of salt pork. 
eggs, bread and butter and tea with 
condensed milk, but no vegetables 
,rhatever. A fire was kindled and lunch 
heated on the boats using old free1,er 
pans resembling enormous bread pans. 
ln later years Coleman gas ovens were 
installed on the boats and excellent 
meals prepared, as good as those on 
shore. 

The ever-capricious lake could at 
any moment upset the routine of the 
fishermen's work. The boats gave them 
no shelter from the weather. Oli 
Josephson recalls that one day during 
his first .mmmer on the lake, while he 
was ,rnrking for his bro�her-in-1aw 
J.B., the crew had their sails s·et bnt 
failed to catch a single breeze as the 
laek was dead calm. There was a cloucl 
i11 the sky but no other sign of change. 
Then as they were having lunch the 
whistlillg sound of te i\'ind was heard. 
It struck with the speed of a lmllet, 
turned the boat almost on its side and 
came close to filling it. Oli instantlv 

hauled dmrn the front .,ail and felt 

as i [ his arms ,1·e1T being torn off 
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01.\'C l  i 1 ; ,�� t � 1C �:t 1 1 '.', .  I r e  : 1 (�\-Ci'
,; ��;n n I c l t  ca· .\' 011 a � :: i l bo:d . 

S 1.. ; ch :'l torn1� co� 1 1 c  on  J rtf! llCn t l\'  0 1 1  
Lake  \finui peg· ,1· i thout  any not ic,c 
and in any .�cason .  J . I-t rcca � ! :-_ o!iC .\ � L  :1 

i n c  i ( !cn L fron1 \U 1 1 1 1 11er f i sh ing a t  , far
rcn " Laml ing a ! ;ot, t  ! 9 1 7 . He ,; -a·; 
t h en forcrnan on �1 \\·e l l-cons t ructed 
l 1rn-: c: ir-o '.d Col l in?,irnod !;oa t  011:nell
b\ t h e  Xonhcrn Fish Compan y .  I t  had
111·0 ma .,ts . .  \ ,  JB .  and h is crew of  t11•.i.

one  of thcn1 being Eddie �\rna:)011 of
(� ini l i .  ,1c1-c 'iet t ing nets about ,,c 1 c r 1  
l l l i l cs ou l  from the  stat ion,  a storm 
came up from the n orth v:i thou t th ,: 
s i i r�·: 1 t c, t  ,\· arn iug. The:. h :i d  to c:ru i,.:: 
back and  for t h  agai nst i t . Then th ,, 
forcrna,t  ln.; kc  r ight  dm1n at the de< k 
and  v. ,·: 1 t  0 1 cri )()an! ,1i t'.1 the ,ai l .  hu l 
, t i : !  a t  lac l iu! to  t h e  boom . .J. B .  man
aged t o  l i : iu l  i t  a bo" ; d .  I'.crn·e\ er, 1\'i tL  
011 1 \' t he rc:1r ,-,a i l  lc l\  thcY  c ou ld  nCJL  
, ; 1  i l  ! J u t  h ; td dr i l  t cd ,  : 1  nd  1rerc , t i l l  '.> i ,; 
m i i "  from t h e  .,t:1 t i on  The> were t ,·:o 
n 1 i � c., i ns ide t 1 1c crooked ci rd 1 t -n 1 � 1 c
lo: , � ch:1 1 1nc l  !; in ,�!,- Let,.\ -CCn :: ,ccf" t l l :1 1  
l ead ". t o  \ \ ' � t :Tcn\ 1 . �u1i. '. i ng. �rhcre t h( y
m ig J i 1  dr i f t  on to the reeh o n  e i ther
s ide. The on ly  pos, ible prmpects 1rcre
anchur !n� nn 1 l 1 c  :-po: . bu t  for t h i s
1 I i ;  • c 1\·;:,; o n  h a rope to hold the ve,
"' c ! .  \1f e\c drift in�- o u t  t h e  e ighteen
n 1 i :c., !o �I J idcr I :'"J l � ind ,  ; ; ,., fou r  or f i \·c
o:  l i :T l oats d id .

J t t '.'J t  t h c : 1  t he  ( ., �11T\ ho\·c in  � i .(�h t  
frulll the  1rcs i .  1·; i t h  John  G.  S t e1em a,  
capta i n .  On .,,ec ing t heir p ligh t, h e  
ca 1 ne  as , iche a,  1ras safe, cons ider ing 
the reefs .  The Carry had ten to twehT 
lJoa!'i i 1 1  tern·. Cap t a i n  S tevens had 
t h em ;1 '. l  ,l eer t oward J . B. 's boat .  Tnc 
L•. t 1 ;o: i t  c: , ugh t  a t011·- l ine  that  J .B .  
1 : u : 1 1� : u  i , ,  am! t hen Capta in S tevens 

\ s  : J , · ,· 1  i , , , hh rn en t ioned, J .B .  ,fa• 
Jor t en I e : • r:, foreman (manager) !oJ 

C , 1 , i l i - \ nmuc1;;� ,  t i l l  i (l ,l l .  in ·, 1 '.> ; : , ,  
( : : ; n ( i lY h e  d id  not  f ish ,  b u t  d i :·c-, 
1 hc fi:,,h ing o f  �cn1e ten boats, a l l  . , : : i ' 
h ; :  t :,  a t  ! ir,t ,  b u t  l ater w i th  the  ,tc 
t t ; g ; ,\wi,L arnl Go'.d l i e:d .  , \ ft er l '. ' · ;  l 
'. : e  !ishccl i n  ,ummc:r as Jorem:m o, . 1

�;� t"i~>oa t  o f  h i,.; O\\'U J l i r ,\t a t  (�eo1  �-e· .. 
1 , land and t lic '. ; 1  : t l  \Lurcn "s Landin .; . 
I n  i : 1 � q  1 i __. i : o u�ht th� \farrcn'.--, L.ct 1 1 d 
i , , 12 ,, L:: t i o ; ,  iu p:u 1 11er,h i p  ,ri th H ; ·  
1 1or 1. Dori ) Peterson o f  G iml i ,  eng: , -; c d  
Cli : tr lc, >. fu 11·at  : 1 ,  ! orcm:,n u l  i t. : 1 , , d  
•- 1 i l :  ( o, 1 1 i 1 i ucd i i, ; 1 iu0; .  \ \'he : 1  [,, i ; · ,

h L a l th  Li i l cd t liev ., old t h e  ,u, , : 1 1 1  
bac k to  C i rn l i-,\nmtrnng and J .B .  
t hen touL o,er as foreman oi  i ,  : : 1 ; 
: 1 bout  ] %Ii, ,1· i th h i ,  ,on- in-la1 ,· I 
1 -cncc Ste1en, t ak inp, cn-er h i, pa,· ,
the i i., h !n .� J i c( 'ncc. S t cL'tn l--� 1 1 1ar">:-;P l i
o f  . 'u nes thc; i  \ t 'ok o, cr a, , t a l ion ) , ;· • ·
man , bu t  . J . B .  ! ished t,ro more , : , ;
· , , ei, 11" i t l 1  h i m .  u p  to the clo · U '. {·
the L: ke  in l '.-){i C l -70 hecau,c o f  1ncr
; - c/ ' i  t i n i : .  and  ! ; 1 -, 1  \ 1 \\·o 1nore
: '. !  ( , iud i  : 1 \' t ,_ • ; 1 ; 1 �· ( �o _.-, u rc.

In a l 1 .  J .11 .  i n i'1'-!Cd o n i_y four  �) 1. ( 1 1 ; 1 1 1 � 1

.,ca,ons, the one o f  the f i,hcrrne:1  ·,
str ike. t lie  l,HJ o f  the clo,urc,  ::nd , ,.
one ol l '.) 1  I fo1· a mo,t unu,ua l  re:, ·- : ;. 1 : .

l n  tha t  \ Ctr  the ,\n tan t i c  cxp'.<,: u
Si 1 ·  Er1 : l',, Sl i ad:. l cton had  cml lr:J r · 
1. 1· i t li  1 1 1 e  l l t · : '.,on 's Ba -, Co. to , , . 
,, !eigh ( :o_�; \ for h i \  c:"\.pcd i t ion oI 1 �; 
1 :, : 7 . \,w,h, \ k:\' a lJ .  :, l l ! id-'011 ·, 1 1  

: 11:m cntnhted v: i t h  th i ,  t 1 mlcr t : 1 k iw.; . 
1u·, ; 1 ,h i •,cd to  t n  G i m l i .  On :, ,. , , i :  
t h c: -c l i e  .,cn1rcd t h e  ,en i c es o ,  I .  r, 
Jolm,on and  Sigurj{m (John )  ! -. : •: ; , :
t o  hc 'p  in  t he st I (:t t ion .  , \ i to,'..!c : 2 1 : , 1  
t hcY proc u red :1 lwmlrccl doµ,., 11 : " 
\\'Crc o r  n1 ixcd brL ;_•d�, ."101 1 1 (.' \\' i t i :  h : <' � :,_ ,,, 
b�oud �c] cct cd l"ro :11 the  l : C\t ;p;�� i t• ! 1 l • ·  
: : l o : 1<  t h e  \\'C'-:t .�Ju jrc o f  l � ake  \f i : 1  
n ip�·.,; t o  l l ecla Is la nd .  

Four r n en t ook charge o l  the  d1):.t,1 

on 1 he  \O\ aµ,c to England. San ch 'ol c
:'\ ab ,  J IL John,on ,  S ig-urj <')l) t,, d .
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ancI ;rn Irishman from E:v;tern C:rn«ch 
1 , :u i:ed Jolrn C:,sse lman.  The clo�: , 
were pl:l ccd i n  large i ndiy idua l  crates 
o :-cppying three ra ih\'a y  cars, in s ing}c
t i :.-rs o f  cr:!tCs. The four men c ; ,red for
thc1�1 c o 11 ½L:1 1 t l y, changing the i r  l i 1 1 cr
o f  s traw, ,,·:, tcring t lie:;1 from a b ;; rrel .
and feeding them sprats, a n utrit iom
clu� b i scuit  ;d1 ich they d i� l ikcc l  a t  fi rs t ,
be ing used to fi'.-,h ,  but  took a Ek i 11g
to la ter.

They left  Canada on J u : 1c  '.2'.Z, l () i  ; .  
o n  lhe >. fon tcalrn, then a freigh t
carric;·. l a ter con ,,ertul to a troop �hip .
;md CYUl tua l lY  to pa,sc11ger l i n er on
,\·h i c�1 a group  of I celander:, tray:_:l 1cJ
to I ccl; tnd in  1 9:HL ··r ,hcrc ,ras t hen
< 1n ;y  on e p:t • ,,cngcr on hoard, a won 1 :•.n
\\Ti ter. --rh c� clog..; orct. :picd rnost of th r:
front section o f  t h e  sh i p  below deck,.
B ecause o f  fog and ice t h e  niya;.;c ,1· ; 1 ,, 

,iov,-, taki11 ;� t h i rteen (b ys. The >. font
c �1 7 n1 pa:-,scd clo.-,c to 1 : irge icci)Cf? -
; ind the logli cir;1 sou : ,d c,d consun

Ou arri ,·a l i n  London they y,ere n 1 c l  
by  a grea t  throng o f  peop le  curious  t o  
,cc t h e  do;�·s and  thei1 ·  dr ivers. 0 , 1c  
English paper prin ted great hcadl i 1 1 1: , :

" Dog; Corni ,1g From Canada" - "Cnc 
Eskimo. one :_\;egro and Two \ \'h i , r, 
\ fen Looking , \ ltcr Them" ' .  The'. 
tr ied i n  y;1 i n  to d isco,cr who \\'as ca',l 
i n  the  rol e  of Esimo, b u t  a.greed t l w t  
the I rish Casselman , ,ri th  I i i ,  dark h :i i r  
and  black beard, mus t  be  the  ?\egro ' 

The dog cra tes 11·eiT u n lo: idetl b:. 
derri( k to the  n umber o f  9\l, for one 
do.::>, had d ied in  Montrea!. 

The men 1 tad nothing further  to du 
,., i t1 1 the  clog,, except for one d :n spu , t  
i n  sc:ect iu :�· t h e  Icad do�.s for Shackl e
ton's purpo."r..; .  I-I c \\·a n ted one  o f  
t 110sc v:h o  had  experience •,1· i t h  do!!., .  
_J Jt and S '. �,· ur j <'1n J -.; [c id to go ai..,  

t�,\-o o :. ; 1c: S I .:, i :.'> { �; {: , t }  � \ 1 ·;: ;-; : ' 1 1  : 1 !H! 
(; u dn: l : :Hhu· (\ I uncl i )  :\ L1 ;�· n u sso!t 0 1

r ; ; ; n ; i ,  but  a i.l  dec l ined h i s  offer. " I r  
I h :td n o t  heen married, ' '  ,,a id  J .B . ,  " !  
1 : 1 i ;; h t  haYe gon e." 

:'\011 came ten cyentful clays dur ing 
1, Ji ich L lL fcrnr men ,1·ere lodged at 
S lu rk1c ton 's expeme al a good hote l  
,ri th e,;cc : len t meals  and  ,,·ere free t u  
d o  ,di:, 1 thcY plea,,cc!. Peop le  took a 
ir icndly i n terc,t in  them, part icularl y
;1 ,ourn!, Greek ta i lo r  wi th whom t:1c\ 
had p '.aced ,: n order : he  took them 
t ,1· i c  e on  s ighhccing tr ips through the 
ci t:", Once S hackleton sent a car to 
take them for a day's tour.  

Once (�ueen , \ l cxamlra ,ent ,rnnl 
t! : :, t she wou l d  l i ke to set' the  men w'F) 
had hrou;.:, h t  the do:;,, but a, the, 
11·crc ou t  that  day Yis i t in?, p laces o i  
i n tcrc,t the oppor tun i ty ,ra, m issed .  

On the day of  their departt: ;·c 
Sha(  klc ton,  :a comp:rnicd by Captain 
\\'olsclcy, master o f  the  ship convey in t{ 
, he exped i t ion ,  came to the stat ion to  
lid thc rn !are,re! l  and  pre,scnted the  l l  
11· i th  11·atchcs. The  one given lo J .B .  
!o]m,;on i s  in scri bed :

. I  

To John Johnson from 

Ernest S hackleton 

I m peria l  Trans-, \ntarctic 

Exped i t io n  

Ju ly 1 9 1 1 

J .B .  remembers Shackleton as dark.  
,n· l l  b u i lt, a bou t  six feet in height,  
g iY ing  a n  i mpress ion o l  sinceri ty ,  not 
dii : :, i 1 e liu L  friend l y. 

l h ey returned t o  Canada o n  the
Lrn pre,,, of Br i t a i n ,  the las t  ship t o  
J c ;nc Lo,1clo11 before t h e  o utbreak o ,  
\ \'odd \\'"r I ,  o f  1d1 ich they heard o n  

"�; : ond o r  t h ird d a y  o u t .  C�assc:
�c tcd to rt' 1 L,dn beh i nd  in t ; 1c  

L1s  : : , c, l a t er :·11 l istcd and  11·::.<; k i l !e : l  
, ; , , . ,1, a r. The o ther, c;:mc back 

1 10 1 1 1 '.'. rhcY each recci ,ed on iy L,1:0
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dollars a day in ,rages, but with thei1 
entire trip fully paid for in addition 
and the excellent treatment received 
they considered the whole experience 
well worth while. 

.\s to the dogs from �ew Iceland, 
some 60-70 of them were selected for 
the expedition, the rest being left be
hind and according to report, some of 
them displayed in London zoos. But 
of those that went to the Antarctic 
every one perished, some being even 
eaten by the famished explorers. 

Though they are not within tht: 
,cope of this article, no true pictun.: 
of J.B. can be seen ·without a glance 
at his other acti-vities. The sizeable 
operation of partly mixed but mainly 
dairy farming at the large farm home: 
of Birkines was run for sewral decades, 
and was mainly in the capable hands 
of J .B.'s life partner, Josefina (Bfoa \ 
Josephson , whom he married May '.l, 
1913. The daily ta.5ks of dairy fanning, 

and a 

&rosperous 01ew C}fear 

SIDNEY SPIVAK 

care of their two aged mothers, of hired 
hands, of their nine children, of a 
large home, all fell to her charge, 
combined ,vith extensive hospitality. 
community service, and helpfulness to 
neighbors, in which husband and wile 
both shared. Here J.B. .5ays that he 
spent the happiest periods of his li(e. 
The work of such pioneer Icelandic 
,rnmen has never been recognized nor 
told as it should. 

Though irresistibly drawn to the 
lake, .J.B. somehow found time to be
come a community leader taking vital 
part in numerous organizations at 
Gimli: the Lutheran Church, the fisher
rnen's and the fish packers' associa
tions, the Old-Timers' Association, thf; 
Icelandic National League, the Ice

landic Reading .\,sociation. He was 
a founding member of several, execu
tive member of most if not all, and 
president of some. He now holds ar: 
honorary membership in most of them . 

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

MANITOBA PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE PARTY 
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"\\'hat prevented the Icelandic people 
from turning inlo some quaint type of 
aborigines in eleven centuries 0£ 
struggle with a harsh and isolated 
land? \\"hat ehe than the fact that 
they alwa-vs thought beyond the mere 
struggle for existence and sustained 
their intellectual life ,dth books and 
reading to stay in the maimtrearn of 
culture. True to this heritage, J.B. is 
a Im-er of books, one of the founder.'>, 
for fifty years a member and the lasr 
nineteen yc,Ts presidcn t of Lestrz1r
fclagif5 Gindi (the Gimli Reaclinc: .\s
sociation). 

J.B's last seasons on the lake were 

in the summer and fall of 1971 and 

l 072. during which he fished alone

on a skiff off Gimli, and caught the

full limit allowed. He then retired at

the age of eighty-six, having fisaed

Lal;c ·winnipeg for a period of seventy

fiyc years and missed only the years

or the closure. ?\ow he has donated his

skin to the Gimli l\Iuseum, where it

will ho!cl an honored place in reminder

ol ,rb::t i-; likely to remain an all--time

record.
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Graduates and Scholarships 

UXIVERSITY (ff :\L\NITOBA 

GRADUATES - OCTOBER 1947 

Bachelor of Science 

L\XDAL, Gordon John. 

R YCK.\L\N, Hallson Olafur 

Bachelor of Arts 

l !OLINSKI, Ragnheidur EYelyne

SlGlIRDSON, Terence Gil

nachelor of Interior Design 

JSFOR .. D, Thorna.s \funcli Edil·in 

Bachelor of Education 

ELL\S, Rita Erika Ursula 

OL\FSON, .Janice Lola 

UNIVERSITY (ff WINNIPEG 

OCTOBER 1974 

Degrees and Academic A wards 

Degrees 

Hachelor of Arts - General 

C.\LL\GHER, Johan11 Raymond 

fOlINSO:\'. Dennis Palrni 

'· ::1: ' r :l:. 
:·>h 

Sc:01,d Year Arts, Science 

;:11;tl Education 

Cl !RJSTL\NSON, Keith Eldon, 
l;oard of Regents General Profici
ency Scholarship. 

KRiSTJ.\NSON. Friclrik John 
John Du.\faurier :\Iemorial Scholar
,hip. 

SICFL'SSON, Lois Olive lris 
\Ioocly .\Ioore ancl Partners Athletic 
.\11·ard. 

·; i \.ORL\KSO.\:, Linda Gail,
i,oarcl of Regents General profici
eDn Scholarship. 

First Year Arts, Science and Education

D.\ VlS, Sigrid Carol - French Dept. 
TraycJ Scl10lar.�hip. 

Entrance Awards, 
Arts, Science and Education 

EGGERTSON, Karen Gail-Board of 
Regents Entrance Scholarship. 

STLiDEXTS OF HIGHEST 

DlSTINCTION - 4th Yem· Honours 
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Stephan G. Stephansson and Thomas Hardy 

a Comparison 

?-',tephan G. Stephanswn (1853-1927) 
Th,)lnas Hanly (1840-1928) were, in 
th,·:r rc,pecti\e bnguages, among the 
n:(,'� significint literary figures of 
thci, time. They re,emblecl each other 
in ;n:rny respect:,, especially in their 
cli:,rat tcr,, ,mcl to some extent in phil
o,opll\ of liie, but there is no evidence 
that one influenced the other. Harch 
probably never heard of Stephansson 
:ind, though Stephansson must ha,-c 
knuwn Hanly as a noveli:;t, there 
-.e:,:·11' to be no evidence that he wa, 
inlluenced by his poetry. Yet it seem, 
liLcl\ that some of Hardy\ poems, 
11·hich express so much of Stephansson\ 
pliilo,ophy. would have appealed to 
him. 

Perhaps the rea,on for Stephamson\ 
1,c_r_;lcct of Hardy's poetry is that he 
\\"as not acquainted ·with it. Certainly. 
he could not have known it until 
rebtiwly late in life becaw,e Hanly. 
though larnous as a novelist, ·was 
\ inualh· unknown to the Fng-lisL 
s;Jedting ,1·orld a, a poet until the 
1 u, il oJ the centur;. Thottgll Hanly 
li;1d lieg-un to 11-ritc ,cr.,e in the sixtie, 
oi the Li-,t century none of his poetry 
,,,:;; \ pu blishcd until 1898. ,_rhc : oung
! !·1 o� t!1c 18ti0\ HTOtc n1uch YCr�c

::cc �iusc hi') poetry, not co11for1n-
i1 ·,11 10 :he t:htc of that tin:c. ,ra:'l un

:;:;.,!:�:!>Ic. lt i\-�;:; not until 18�JC 
1 l1e:_ :;n;.:.-,·rcd hy the fierce criLicis1n 
::i· .. i:;_ ,t ;�::d ,'..:n .. 'J�_t'�L noYc11 (Tc.,�; of 

turned to hi, lirst !enc-poetry. Eng
li.,h lite;·ature therclorc owes a debt of 
gratiwde to his narrnw-minclecl critics 
i()r. tocla,, he i, rated even more high
h a, a poet than a no\·elist. 

Bul since Stcphamson, as pointed 
out in Dr. Richard Beck's article Lj<><l
}Yyc,ingar Stephans G. Stcphanssonar, 
(Tirnarit I>j6ora-:knisfrlag lslcnclinga, 
J!i} l ), translated many poem, from 
English in the years 1918-21, he must 
b} thi, time have known some of
Hanh 's poems. But it is possible that
he wa\ not ;ittractecl by his style which,
as en:rthing Hardy wrote, is his own.
It is, lwwe,er, a pity that Stephansson
who, in addition to translating .5ome
fine poems, spent precious time trans
lating thircl-rate English yerse into
first-rate Icelandic poetry, ne\·er
tackled any of J:-Iardy's fine lyrics. It
,,.·ould be interesting Lo have a trans
lation hy Stepha1mon of Hardy's The

Darkling Thrush.
..\, already stated Hanlv ancl Steph

an.,,on Ind much in common. though 
tl1e1·,. 11·uT al,o ,0111c lllJtab'c differ
cn,::_c-,. B:_;1h \\·c-re thinkers cxpo:-,cd to 
the chan;�ing cu1T(�Ut or 11inctl'c11th 

: tiry t11oug-ht. Both \\ ere l::ought 
l' ') ill a Lountr,siclc c,·iro111:1e111 and 
. . 

p 
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by nature students, Stephansson mas
tered English and gained a knowledge 
of the Scandinavian languages; Hardy 
studied Greek by himself at least to 
the extent that he could read Homer 
and the classical dramatists and the 
Xew Te.starnrnt in the later Greek di
;:dect. Both had an interest in philos
ophy, ancient and modern. 

In character there was a close re
semblance. ,'\bsolute intellectual hon
esty was a characteristic of both men. 
Each had the courage of his convic
tions and 1rnuld write only what he 
felt impelled to write though Hardy, 
in his earlier novels, was forced to 
make some minor concessions to serial 
publication in magazines, such as 
building up suspense at the end of a 
chapter to make the reader ·wait ex
pectantly for the next instalrnent. 
Xeiher ·would allow himself to be in 
fluenced by adverse criticism. 

In temperament there was also some 
similarity. Both ·were basically real
i�ts, but \\·ith rornantic overtones. In 
both, sympathy for li-l·ing things wa, 
strong. The sympathy for struggling
and ill-treated humanity predominate:, 
bat the same feeling is also expressed 
for animals, especially in poems about 
birds. Both have a strong affinity for 
nature. Hardy's descriptions of land
scape in his novels are famous, ancl 
Stcphansson's po::try abounds in des-

Hardy, more gloomy and pessimistic, 
dwells more on the leafless forests of 
winter when 

The ancient pulse of germ and birth 
·was shrunken hard and dry.

The realism of Stephansson does not
necessarily lead to a pessimistic out•
look; Hardy's realism seems to do so
though he would never admit that he
was a pessimist.

The intellectual turmoil of the year,
following the publication in 1859 of
Darwin's Ori.gin of Species had much
the same effect on the two men, who
had been exposed, in childhood, to
the dogmas of the Christian church.
I--Iarv, then nineteen, v,as an earlv con
vert' to the theory of Evolution. In hi-,
poem Plaint to Man he has God saving
to :\Ian:

"\\'herefore, 0 ::\fan, did there come
to yo"

The unhappy need of creating me -
A form like your mrn-for prayin:�- to:

Hut there is a note of regret, ;rnO. ht
condudes that ::\Ian must face

The fact of life with dependence
place(i

0,1 the human heilrt's resource a'.onc

Stcpbctrnson in 187:'i, -when he ,vas 
t1,\TCnty-1,.,-o ycar:s; of age; ,rritcs in hi� 

cril)tion of the sc�1, prairie, forest and sta!1.za Fra::nhrOun 
csp2cially n1ountains. But there arc 
some di!ferc:1ces in their appro,lch to 
nature. Stc1 :hansson glories in dcscrib
iug spring, summer and autumn-the 
puLing life of nature. 
Eg �it h(r o;; d�·epni um s6lbjartan 

heim. 
( I sit here and dream of the sunlit 

old earth.) 

1 a.:sk n t6k eg ein.s og barn 
Albeimskmrnar tn'ma. 
:\Ico aldri ,:n-o eg efagjarn, 
Engu tr{1i cg nltna. 

(.All nonsense of religion 
I believed when I was small: 

But nmr that I am grmrn a man 
I have no belief at all.) 
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Hi, rationalistic outlook is shown by 
his ,poem Vantruin, (Unbelief), from 
18();, where he says 

H1h: kom eins og geisli i grafarht'.un 
kalt, 

Og gfoandi birtuna lagoi yfir alt -

(lt came as a sunbeam that entered 
the tomb, 

The glow of its radiance dispelling 
the gloom-

Bo:h men haw been called agnostics 
or ;;:,ven atheists, but it is doubtful if 
the latter term should be applied to 
either. Both felt the need for some
thing to take the place of the Chris
tian God they had reluctantly been 
forced to abandon. Hardy was enough 
an optimist to feel that Man had 
enough innate goodness in him to get 
along 

In brotherhood bonded close and 
graced 

With loving-kindness fully blown, 
And visioned help unsought, unknown. 

Stephan.sson, as pointed out in Prof. 
Haraldur Bessason's article on him 
(Icelandic Canadian, Vol. XXXV, No.

4, 1967), found in hard work and 
sacrifice a substitute for conventional 
faith and felt that these things were 
their own re,rnrd because they im
proved the conditions of life for one
self and or others. He also expresses 
in many poems the idea that life is 
eternally re-created, as in Aftanskin

where he says 

1>6 a6 hnatta-heimsins
Hjaoni stjornu-augun blind.
Dt i eilifo geimsins
C ppi er peirra geislamynd,
Iharfar yfir l j6ssins leio
Libmerkjanna jH"otlaust skei6.

�easo�i's 
q'r.eefou_;s 

MLA - WELLINGTON 
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(Though the myriad night-eyes 
Of the blazing skies go blind, 
Still, some hidden plan lies 
Deep in the eternal mind, 
Setting free through time and space 
\ \'a, es of life-imbuing rays. 

Perhaps the mmt basic resemblanc c 
of these two artists in their reaction to 
injustice. They had a hatred or in
ju.,tice in all its forms-of the unfair
ness of the class distinction set up by 
aristocracy and plutocracy, and especial
ly of the ultimate imbecility of 11·ar 
Stephansson's feelings about war were 
perhaps more frequently and forcibly 
expressed and he �ometirnes takes the 
side of one ,\·arring nation or other. 
Hardy, though a patriotic Englishman. 
did not expre.,o hostility to the Ger
mans in the war of 1914-18 (in fact. 
he visited German prisoners in Eng
land frequently) but in one poem 
The Pity of It - he lashes out with 
fury at those ,rho permitted the ,rar 
to come about between two such kin
dred nations as the English and the 
German.�: 

- - - 1d1oooeyer thev be
. \ t root and ho! tom of this, who fling 

this flame 
Between kin foik kin tongued even as 

are ,re, 
Sinister, ugh·. lurid, be their fame: 
.'\fay their L11ni!i:1rs gnrn· to shun their 

name, 
.\nd their brood perish e\'erlastingly. 

One of Stepham,011';; longest poems 
- Vopnah!e (.\rmi,tice) - il'ritten in
l!IIH and t;amLtted into Engli,h by
Paul Bjania,on. might have been 1\Tit
ten Ly Hardy ,i,; far as its feeling is
concerned, except perhaps for the out
.,poken radicalism of the poem.

The most ambitious project Hardy 
ever undertook - his 500-pas·e epic 
poem The Dynasts - looks at :he Na
poleonic wars from yarious angles: 
from the point of Yie\\" of Napol�on, 
the statesmen of the opposing coun
tries, the soldiers and sailors, and the 
,uffcring rnas.,es .. \s in Greek Tragedy, 
there are choruses commenting on the 
drama - the Spirit of the Years com
rncnts impartially. the chorm of the 
Pities comments cmnp;t.,sionate'.y, but 
the heroes, if any, arc the suffering 
people. But Hanly does not judge !mt 
acts more like a father 1d10 gric,e;, 
o,·er the behavior of his childrt'n. 

In comparing the poetry of tb: tm, 
11-rite;·s it is ncce.,,ary, first. tu ron
sicler wme of the difference, lietwcen
lcdamlic and English poetn-. IceLmcl
ic poets have felt privileged to draw
on the accumulated vocabulary of the
cc11turic.� and, n10rc than mo.,t poets,
Stcph;m,,,on h,h done so. Engfoh poet,.
on the other hand, ha\'C confined thei1·
nicahulary to words in current use.
. \not her difference is that, owing to
the flexibility of Icelandic languas;-e,
the coinage of new words is easy and
has been accepted as the right of .m\
,niter of prose or poetry .

Though there are similaritie., the 
poetry of Stephansson and Hanly the 
differences arc equally striking. Their 
approach to poetry is similar. To both 
11-riters almost any subject that comes
to mind is suitable for expression in
\'Crse. Hardy has a wider range than
most poets writing in English :ct his
tin1e. He dealt with many aspects ol
lire ancl made excursions into the
rca!rns of religion and philowphv, told
stories, humorous or sad, in ballad
form and commented on life hnrnor
ouslY, satirically, ironically, and ,ome
times angrily.
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Stephansson mes these same poetic 
tools, though in a somewhat different 
way. His satire and irony are more bit
ing and his views are expressed more 
forcibly. His poetry conyeys an inten
sity of feeling that, in Hardy, is found 
mostly in his loye lyrics, and he adapts 
his verse more successfully than Hardy 
to a great variety of topics. Hanly 
seldom makes specific suggestions for 
curing the ills of mankind; Stephans
son, at least by implication, appears 
to consider socialism as one possible 
remedy. 

Another resemblance was that both 
poets were incessant experimenters on 
form and metrical devices. Stephans
son wrote verse in nearly all the struc
tural patterns employed in Icelandic 
poetry from the Edda poems to his 
own time and added some of his mrn. 
It has been said of Hardy that of his 
more than 900 poems hardly any two 

are structurally identical. Another 
similarity is the mastery of intricate 
and difficult verse forms, which is 
shown throughout Stephans.son's poetry 
but is clispbycd chiefly in Hardy's less

serious poems. Hanly reserved techn
ical Yirtumity in intricate rhythmic or 
rhyming form mostly for comical 
verse or for playful stunts. In serious 
poetry he often used slow rhythmic 
mo\'ements or eYcn conversational 
phrasing-. Hi, experimentation in style 
led to broken rhythms and to ever 
greater simplicity of expression - a 
development that \\'Olild haYe puzzled 
Stcphansson and other Icelandic poets. 
But Hardy knew ,rhat he was doing, 
for many of his most touching poem, 
were written in simple 1rnrds arranged 
to form broken rhythms - and the 
puzzled reader ,ronders why his em
otions are .,o deeply stirred. One stanza 
from his poem Afterwards may serve 

monitoba hlP'O 



44 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN WINTER 1974 

as an example of this simple poetrv. 
In this .poem he states what he would 
like his friends to say about him when 
they learn of his death. 

If I pass during some nocturnal 
blackness, mothy and warm, 

·when the hedgehog travels furtively
over the lawn,

One may say, "He strove that such
innocent creatures should come to 

no harm, 
But he could do little for them; and 

now he is gone." 

Stephansson can, and sometimes does, 
speak with almost equal simplicity, 
though in more regular rhythm; but 
often he packs his verse with archaic 
or rarely used words and with meta
phor as in the poem Tiundir which 
is fully understandable only by stu
dents of old Icelandic. A fair example 
of his style is the opening stanza of 
his gTeat poem Skagafjori'for.

Frosti inn kaldi klauf her fyr 
Klaka-meitlum brunir fjalla, 
Hof i fang sitt hamra-stalla, 
Braut upp feldar fjaroar dyr. 
Stuoluo bjorg sem stoou kyr 
Steyptar let i raoir falla. 

:\Iighty Frost in years of yore, 
Fells with icy chisel cleaving, 
Crags in armfuls sideways heaving 
Broke through mountainsides a door, 
Down to depths of ocean's floor, 
Lofty heights on both sides leaving.) 

There is grandeur and power in this 
poetry, which i.5 largely lost in trans
lation, and it has no counterpart in 
Hardy. Stephansson's command of the 

Icelandic of past centuries rouses ad
miration for his erudition and virtu
osity but also tends to build a wall of 
incomprehension between him and 
some of his reading public. Rugged
ness, concentration, neology, meta
phor and the use of isolated, image
producing words are characteristics of 
his poetry, often making a consider
able demand on the reader, but the 
effort to understand is rewarding. 

Stephansson's verse gives the im
pression of a strong intelligence, ex
pressing its views on many subjects in 
forceful and poetic language. Hardy's 
verse gives the impression of a tender, 
meditative mind of philosophic lean
ings commenting sadly, and often 
wisely, on the human condition, but 
his effective range is narrower and 
his most successful efforts are the great 
lyrics on love and loss with which he 
enriched the English language. 

In summary, Stephansson and 
Hanly show a close resemblance in 
character and in philosophic views 
but differ markedly in their artistry. 
1 n character they were intellectually 
honest, courageous and stoic. They had 
much the .';ame philosophic outlook 
but Hanly gravitates to pessimism 
whereas the more resilient Stephans
son never allows depression a more 
than momentary hold. In both men, 
cruelty and injustice arouse the same 
feeling of compassion and anger. Both 
are lovers of life but Hardy despairs 
rnore readily than the Icelandic poet. 
The same deg-ree of similarity is not 
cbp!ayed in their artistry. The two fol-
1011 ed clilferent paths in their poetic
al experiments and Stephansson, in 
a wille range of verse forms and sub
ject matter, reached heights that were 
reached ln· Hardy only in his l"yTic 
poetn. 
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IN THE NEWS 

;iliillill:lllili;Hillitll!ll:Uilll:rn!!lllllllllClllllllllllllCllllllllllfll:lllll!lllllilCl!II 

A MEMORIAL GIFT TO 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

The Icelandic Canadian appreciates 
the contribution of $75.00 received in 
memory of the late nfrs. Hakon (Guo
ny) Kristjansson, of Vancouver British 
Columbia and formerly of 11/ynyard, 
Saskatchewan. 

The gift is from the Olson family 
at Gimli, Manitoba: B. Franklin, B. 
Edvald, A. Vilborg and Olafur L., and 
a sister, Ingibjorg (Emma) Ellenthorpe, 
in memory of their aunt Guony. 

lllllllllltllNIIIIIIIIIClllllllllllllClllllllllllllClllllllilllllCl!lllllllllmllillllllllllClll! 

SOME RESULTS OF THE 
CIVIC ELECTIONS IN 
MANITOBA, OCT. 23, 1974 

Elected councillors in Winnipeg: 
Magnus Eliasson, Bannatyne ""\\Tard; 
Robert Johannson, Cockburn Ward. 

Elected members of the School 
board in St. James-Assiniboia: 
Ron Johnson. 

Re-elcted mayoress of Gimli, Violet 
Einarson. 

Councillors elcted: in St. Charle's 
lVard, St. James-Assinniboia: Rick 
Nordman. (:\fr. Nordman is original-
1;· from Cypress River, :\lanitoba). 

* 

PRESIDENT OF THE ICELANDIC

CANADIAN CLUB OF WINNIPEG 

HaHdor J. Stefansson 

Halldor (Dori) J. Stefansson, of 
\Vinnipeg, has been elected President 
of the Icelandic Canadian Club of 
·winnipeg. He succeeds Mr. T. K.

JOHN V. SAMSON INSURANCE AGENCY 

GENERAL AGENT FDR 

AUT□ PAC AND FIRE INSURANCE 

868 ARLINGTON STREET 

PHONE Bus. 774-2651 

RES. 772-2270 

JEFF SAMSON 

AGENT 
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.\rna.5on, the newly elected president 
of the Icelandic Festival of ?IIanitoba, 
who has resigned his presidency of the 
Icelandic Canadian Club due to heavy 
responsibilities. 

Dori Stefansson has been an active 
member of the executive of the Ice
landic Canadian Club for many years. 

* 

SVEINSSON HEADS RAY CITIES 

Sveinsson is the newly elected pres
ident of the Monterey Bay Division of 
the League of California Cities. 

He was elected to a two-year term at 
the �Ionterey Bay Division meeting at 
Rancho Canada Golf Club. 

* 

TREVOR HOLM, OF WINNIPEG 

WINS REGATTA CUP 

UNIT 

Gonzales City 

The Gimli Yacht Club of Winnipeg 
hosted the Rothman's Olympic Train

Councilman Joe ing Regatta at Gimli, on Augu.st 17. 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

WINNIPEG'S NEWEST 

STEAKHOUSE AND LOUNGE 

FOR COMFORTABLE 

CASUAL DINING. 

FEATURING CAREFULLY AGED TOP 

QUALITY BEEF AND SELECT WINES 

I>rainn H. Kristjansson, Owner and ·Manager 

LUi'lCH FROM 11 :30 MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

DINNER EVERY NIGHT FROM 5:00 P.M. 

NO ESERVATI NS 

JUST SOUTH OF GRANT D ;:-:::Ei/10 /\ HI HW/\Y 
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We want to tell you about our 
services, and how we do things 
differently from other banks. And, 
we want you to tell us how we can 
help you. With planning your 
savings. Investments. Mortgages. 
Helping you budget. Or lending 
you money. 

When we say "let's talk", we 
mean it. 

So drop by soon. 

.. The First Canadian Bank 

a Bank of Montreal 

-·

7q) t�,��� 
·rttitttgfl·

- . " 

SIGFUSSON'S 

This developmental program has been 

conducted for three years with prime 

emphasis on preparation for the 1976 

Olympics. Competing were 31 entries 

from the following clubs: The Gimli 

Yacht Club, Clearwater Bay Yacht 

Club, Lake of the ·woods Club, and 

the Pinawa Yacht Club. 

Tr:c,-or Holm, with his crew, Char

lotte Holm, was awarded the Mani

tobz., Centennial Cup as overall regatta 

1\·inner. :;\fr. Holm wa:, the defending 

champion, having won the cup last 

year. 

* 

THE SCA:t',iDINAVIAN CLUB 

SASKATOON, SASKATCHEWAN 

The Icelandic section of the Scandi
navian Club of Saskatoon held a suc
cessful evening at the Nutana Legion 
in that city, on Novermebr 16. A novel 
idea was introduced: each women was 
asked to bring a cloth measuring 12xl2 
inches, which ,'/ill later be sewn into 
a patchwork quilt, to be raffled at a 
later date. 

The evening was billed as "The 
Kristness Icelandic Kvennfelag Supper 
and Dance. 

Kristnes is a small Icelandic com
munity, nestled midway between 
Leslie and ·wadena, and like a lot of 
communities, surrendered her people 
to various parts of :N'orth America, 
with most of them going to a place 
close to home, Saskatoon. Thus the 
caption for the evening. 

The Scandinavian Club of Saskatoon 
is a very active club. It is comprised 
of representing groups of Danish, :'l'or
clegians, S·wedes, Finlanders and Ice-
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landtrs. Each group is responsible for 
one event a year. 

held at the Holiday Inn, was a success, 
,dth 450 in attendance. 

The Icelandic Canadian hopes that 
they will keep in contact ·with special 
eyents and items of interest. 

President Bruno Vanhalla proposed 
the toast to "The Immortal Viking 
Spirit. This was responded to by Ice

landic Vice-Consul S. A. Thorarinson, 

·who made a humorous speech on the
exploits of the sea-faring Vikings.

* 

THE ANNUAL SCANDINAVIAN 

BALL 

The Annual Scandinavian Ball and 
Leif Eirikson Festival of ·winnipeg, 

l\Ir. l\Iagnus Eliasson, successful 
candidate in the '\Vinnipeg civic elec
tions in October last, is a past pres
ident of the Viking Club. The first 

MEN'S HAIRSTYLING 

1065 ELLICE AVENUE AT WALL STREET 

DlSTINCTIVE HAIRSTYLES MEN'S HAIR COLORING 
SCALP & HAIR TREATMENT - HAIRPIECE SALES & SERVICE 

CONVENIENT APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 

NO SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
8 A.M. TO 6 P.M. PHONE 775-0687 CLOSED MONDAYS 

WHEN YOUR THOUGHTS TURN 

TO TAX SAVING, 

TURN TD US 

Syndicate 

HEAD OFFICE: WINNIPEG 

GET YOUR FUTURE GOING TODAY 
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president was \Ir . .J. Th. Jonasson, at 
that time with the Department of 
Education, \Vinnipeg. 

* 

THE ICELANDIC SOCIETY 

OF ED'.\IONTON 

Features \V. D. (Rill) Valgardson 

The Icelandic Society of Edmonton 
at a meeting this fall featured \\!. D. 
(Bill) Valganlson. Tere 'Were about 
100 people out to hear him speak, and 
it ,vas a most interesting evening. He 
abo read one o[ his stories to a clas, 
at the l'nin:rsity of Alberta, and ap-
1warcd on a radio boardcast 011 CKll.\. 

Valgardson's appearance in Eclmon
ton was a significant event for Iceland
ers here, and a great kick-off for "Rit
;,aln ·•, ,d1ich is accepting donations of 
books for ib library. 

The library referred to is a ne,1· 
book club sponsored by the Icelandic 
Society of Edmonton, which is develop
ing a coliection of books by Icelanders 
and about Iceland, in an attempt to 
keep Icelandic cultural values alive. 
The Society also hopes to sponsor 
language lessom, and provide speakers 
,rho ,rill enhance understanding of 
Icelandic culture. 

Bill Valganlson ,ras ,niter-in-resi
dence at Cottey College in Missouri 
four four years. He has now a position 
with the Department of Creative 
\Vriting at the l'niversity of Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

.\ forthcoming collection of short 
,Lorie., lJ\ Eill \'algardson is titled 
"God is not ;t fish inspector". 

-Lillian (Bjarnason) :\fcPher.',Oll

* 

PRESIDENT OF THE ICELAXDIC 

FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA 

Ted K. Arnason 

Ted K . .  \r11:t\Oll wa, elcted Prc,
ident of the: lcelamlic Fe,tinl of 
.\fani!oba. at the annual nH:t:tins· o[ 
the Festi\·;d, in :\:ovembcr. 

,\ [ 1. \rn,t.�on has been a 1orn;-ti me 
active 1nember of the Icelandic Fest
iY,d and h;is been Parade Chairman 
for many year.',. 

* 

CHRISTMAS AT BETEL HO:\IE, 
GI!\IU, MANITOBA 

"I have always enjoyed Chri,;tmas 
here at Betel - it is begun in the tra
ditiona i manner in 11·hic:h l was 
brought up to celebrate Christmas. 
There is always a goodly numb(:r ol 
visitors. \\Te hear the noise of the out
side world through television and 
radio, but these can be .,hut off. 

"I continue to listen to Talking 
Bonoks. l get some recent books and 
a goodly number of older ones. Recent
ly I had "David Hamm". It ,ras pub
lished in 1898, 1 found it a delig·htful
ly humorous book.'' 
-The above is an excerpt from a letler
from Betel. -Ed. 
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Two interesting illustrated travel 
talks and community singing featured 
the program of the first meeting this 
fall of the Iclandic Canadian Club of 
\Vinnipeg, November 21, in the low
er auditorium of the First Lutheran 
Church. Dr. John :\fatthiasson, past
president, and l\Ir. Halldor J. Stefans
son, pre.sident, spent their holidays 
on the Iberian peninsula last spring 
and summer, and Dr. :\Iatthiasson 
showed pictures of Portugal and :\Ir. 
Stefansson, piclttre\ of Spain. The 
:\Iatthiasson family ,1·ere caught in Lis
bon at the time of the revolution 
there. Gus Kristjanson, accompanied 
by Jona Kristjanson on the piano, 
conducted the community s111g111g 
which featured familiar and well be
loved Icelandic songs. 

FRESH, SMOKED AND FROZEN FISH 

FROZEN CITRUS JUICES, FRUITS AND 

VEGETABLES 

Coffee and doughnuts ,rere served 
after. 
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VIKING MOTORS LTD. 

ARB□RG, MANITOBA 

PHONE 376-2342 
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BEST WISHES FOR A 

TO THE PEOPLE OF GIMLI ... 

from 

Mayor and the Council of the Town of Gimli 
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A NEW ICELANDIC PRINTING 

PLANT IN WINNIPEG. 

A new Icelandic printing plant, the 
Gardar Printing Company, wa.s estab
lished in Winnipeg, September, 1974. 
The founder, president and chief share
holder is Mr. Garoar Garoarson, who 
has been in the employ of ·walling
ford Press, ·winnipeg, for the past year 
or more, specifically for the printing 
of Logberg-Heimskringla. 

The printing of Logberg-Heim.s
krir.gla will be done by the new com
pany, and the offices of the paper 
have been moved to the Avenue Bldg., 
512-265 Portage Avenue.

Shares, the number of which is to
be limited to forty, are $1,000 each. 

* 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

CLUB OF R. C. 

The Icelandic Canadian Club of 
B.C. held its annual general meeting
on September 30, in the recreation
room of the Icelandic Home Hofn.
About 50 members were present. Pres
ident Connie Anderson was in the
chair.

Finances are on an impressive level, 
with a total income for the year ot 
$7,776 and expenses amounting to 
$8,088. A balance brought forward 
from the previous year more than 
covered the small deficit. 

A. membership of 49,1 was reported,
short of the record 510 for 1973. 

Two university scholarships of $200 
each were presented. 

The charter flight to Iceland organ
ized by the Club last summer was re
ported a success, although "the cost 
of operating has ahvays been high and 
is now threatening to be prohibitive". 

Officers elected at the meeting in
cluded: President, Gustav Tryggva
son; Vice-President, Herb Olafson; 
Secretary, Joy Ball; and Treasurer 
Connie Anderson. 

This is the 66th year of operation 
of the Icelandic Canadian Club of 
British Columbia 

* 

TWO AMERICAN CITIES 

PROCLAIM ICELANDIC WEEK 

An Icelandic Week, June 16-22, was 
proclaimed by Los Angeles and Seattle, 
in commemoration of the 1100th an
niversary of the settlement of Iceland. 

.\t a Los Angeles ceremony about 
100 persons were present when the 
Icelandic flag was raised to the mast
head at the City Hall. Mrs. Halla 
Linker, wif•e of Hal Linker, Icelandic 
consul in Los Angeles, appeared in 
festive costume and read a poem in 
lcelandic as the flag was hoisted. 

The l\Iayor of Seattle, Mr. Wes Uhl
man, said that Seattle citizens of Ice
landic descent have gratly enriched 
the cultural heritage of Seattle. 

* 

A MAP OF PIONEER HOME

STEADS IN NEW ICELAND 

, \ map showing the homesteads of 
the pioneer .'iettlers in the Arnes and 
Ginlli di,tricts was presented to the 
National Library in Reykjavik at the 
time of the group visit to Iceland last 
summer, on the occasion of the cele
bration of the 1100th anniversary of 
the settlement of Iceland. The map 
shmrs the section numbers and the 
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names of the pioneer homesteads and 
the names of the settlers. 

This project originated with the 
members of the Lutheran congregation 
at Arnes, l\Ianitoba, at the time of 
the :.\1anitoba Centennial, 1970. The 
work continued at Gimli and the pre
;,entation to the Library "·a.'; made by 
the Gimli Chapter of the National 
League. 

* 

HAROLD THOMPSON HEADS 

:\:lANITORA CANCER SOCIETY 

The new president of the ;\fanitoba 
Division of the Canadian Cancer 
Society is Harold Thompson, of "Win
nipeg, president of the :.\fonarch Life 
Asmrance Company. 

Harold Thompson -was the oldest ol 
three children of Haraldur and 
Hrodny Thompson, of 6/M Ingersoll 
Street, "\Vinnipeg, "·here he grew up. 
He graduated from Daniel :.\Idntyre 
Collegiate and attended the univer
,ity of l\Ianitoba and the University 
of Toronto. He gave up a promising 
hockey career on enlistment in the 
Royal Navy Fleet .\ir .\rm in "Torlcl 
'\Var 11. 

He joined the Monarch Life in 1946 
and in 1971 he was elected president 
and chief executive officer. 

* 

HECLA CLUB, OF MINNEAPOLIS 

AND ST. PAUL PRODUCE "THI: 

GOLDEN GA TE" 

Hekla Club of :\Iinncapoli, and St. 
Paul has produced the play "The Gold
en Gate (Gullna Hlic'5it'5). The First 
Secretary at the Embassy oC Icelancl 
in \Va.shington. D.C.. I>o:·stcinn Ing-

oUsson, has written a letter expressing 
his appreciation of the undertaking. 
He wrote: The production of Gullna 
Hlioio is an outstanding example of 
the important role of your Club and 
similar clubs of Icelandic ancestry can 
play in introducing Icelandic culture. 

* 

HALLOWE'EN AT STAFHOLT, 

ULAINE, WASHINGTON 

Ghosts and goblins featured the an
nual Hallowe'en Masquerade at Staf
holt, Blaine. Some 124 of the residents 
were in costume, including six infirm
ary re.sidents. Joining in the fun were 
several staff members and friends 
from Blaine. Men's prizes went to "a 
11·itch", "a fine lady", and a man wear
iug a grass skirt. \rVomen's prizes went 
to "a very authentic Indian lady", "a 
:\Irs. Pumpkin", and "the sweetest old
fa,hioned lady you ever saw". 

The evening program included 
severai readings and dancing. "Noticed 
several ladies trying to decide which 
side of that 'backward' man to ask 
for a dance but they gave up because 
he said he did not know whether he 
was coming or going". 

, \fter dancing, gingerbread and ice 
neam and hot chocolate were served. 

* 

T,rn ;\lanitobans of Icelandic des
cent are now playing professional hoc
key 11·ith the Winnipeg Jets, of the 
\Vorld Hockey Assn., who at the time 
of writing, hold 3rd place in the Can
adian cliYi,ion. They are Danny John
son, captain of the Jets originally from 
\\'innipego.,_;,, and Duke (Friman 
John) ,\smundson, originally from 
Piney, but gn up in "\\"c,t Kildonan, 
\\-innipeg. 
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OBVERSE 
by Paul A. Sigurdson 

.\Jr,. Karlson was surprised to hear 
the phone ring that morning. A wild 
blizzard had blown hard most of the 
night. Usually the lines were clown. 
.:'\ow the wind, as if in savage venge
ance, assailed the widow·s insubstan
tial frame house, rattling the window
panes and straining the thin walls. 

"Hello . . . :·

"Mrs. Karlson?'" The voice was crisp 
but friendly 

"Yes .... " 
"This is Mr. Timmins, l\Irs. Karl

son. I wondered if your boy was do
ing a11Ything todaY." 

Young Karl was scrunched on the 
davenport snuggling an Eaton's cat
alogue. He was a strongly built lad of 
thirteen with the full round cheeks 
which would keep him boyish looking 
most of his life. He was whistling. The 
skates he hoped someday to order seem
ed more real than the paper on the 
page: C.C.l\1. Hockey Skates with steel 
reinforced toes, only $5.95. 

"He's here, :\fr. Timmins. '\Voultl 
you like . .  ?'' 

"I need a boy to deliver groceries 
today, :\Irs. Karlson. Someone to deli,·• 
er on foot. :\Iost of the streets are bloc.k-

Cor. Academy Rd. and Wellington Crescent Phone 

452-2806 - 3 lines

Academy Road Service Ltd. 

E. R. (Earle) HIEBERT, Manager ( MANITOBA MOTOR LEAGUE SERVICE 
- We Specialize in Simonizing -

TALLIN, KRJm'JANSSON & SMITH 

BARRISTERS and SOLICITORS 

Area Code 204 - Phone 942-817 l 

I 
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ed already," said Mr. Timmins. "I 
think Karl is a good worker. I'd lik·c: 
to give him a chance at the job. I don't 
s�ppose you're against him making a 
little money, Mrs. Karlson." 

Mrs. Karlson passed on the message 
to her boy. 

"Tell him I'm rarin' to go anytime," 
said Karl, tossing the catalogue aside 
and pulling on his boots. 

"This is very good of you, l\11. 
Timmins," said the widow humbly, 
"Karl ·will be right clown." 

"Don't mention it," said Mr. Tim
mins with his mo.st disarming manner 
and Mrs. Karlson knew he was giving 
her that full, false-toothed smile which 
endeared him to his customers. 

The boy struck out eagerly, like a 
rough sea. There was no sign of the 
man going for a special fish in a 
sun, and no horizon. Everywhere gusts 
of grey snow swirled and twisted amid�t 
a monochrome of grey. Nothing stood 
out in detail. Every line was blurred. 
The dark houses loomed like ghostly 
hulls of old ships in a grey fog. A foot 
of snow had fallen, and in the shelter
ed places, and on the ledges of the win
dows it formed inverted cones and 
parabolas. Along the sidewalk already 
were drifts two or three feet deep. 
Only the lamp at the end of the street 
challenged the gloom where the snow
flakes flushed in a triangle of brilliant 
light. Karl had the world to himself, 
a solitary grey-clad figure left to the 
whim of the winds. Even the doo-s 

0 

kept to their shelters. 
A few minutes later, he saw the 

steaming snow-caked windows of the 
store. On the plate glass he saw the 
flourish of the gilt script. By chance 
he noted that the gilt from the dot of 
one of the "i's" had peeled, exposing 
a black spot. He gave a start. For an 
instant he had an uncanny feeling of 

precognition. Then he entered the 
store. 

Inside, the enticing aroma of raisins 
and coffee blended ·with a thousand 
delicious smells. It was a Ion,,. build-
. 

0 

mg, well-stocked and orderly. The 
white enamelled meat cooler stood at 
the far end of the store, facing the en
trance. A large silver triple-drawer till 
stood high ancl commandingly on the 
centre counter. It had a large black 
handled-crank and was elaborately em
bossed with a design of leaves and 
flowers. Mr. Timmins was bowing 
over the open till, and for an instant 
the boy thought it reminded him r,[ 
the minister standing at the altar. 

"Hello, Karl," said Mr. Timmim 
heartily. "Didn't take you long." 

He was a short, thick-chested, power
ful looking man about fifty. Except for 
a dullness in his blue eyes, he had the 
looks of a Roman senaitor. His smile 
was broad and infectious. The boy 
liked him. His charm was overwhelrn
ing. 

"Hi, Mr. Timmins," said Karl re
spectfully, "Some blow-out, eh? Wish 
it wasn't Saturday." 

Mr. Timmins laughed; but his heart 
was not in it. He was in a rush to begin 
the turnover for the day. The business 
thrived on his energy and personality. 
Even with no customers in the store 
the atmosphere was charged with 
purposeful activity. Two clerks were 
picking cans and packages from the 
shelves and methodically bagging 
them, and the butcher slung great 
chunks of meat from block to scale 
and back again. Every day the wheels 
of commerce hummed in J.C.'s grocerv 
store. A blizzard was only a new chal
lenge. 

'We've got our jobs cut out for us 
today," said Mr. Timmins, wringing 
his thick, dry hands in anticipation. 
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"Y c, sir, Karl. "\Ve're depending on 
You today. There's orders come in 
from all over town today. Tom and 
the truck can take a few streets, but 
it won't be long before the ·who!c 
town's blocked. So it's up to you Karl. 
I'm counting on you. It's your con
tract." 

Karl swelled himself a little. "Con
tr:ict'' sounded like an important 
1n>rd. 

''Thank you sir," said the boy. "I'll 
do my best." 

··c;ood boy!" said Mr. Timmins.
"And I snppose yon could use a little 
extra money too, . .. " 

·Tm saving for skates," he said.
"Steel r e i n f o r c e cl toes. Thev're 

C.C.M.'s."
"You'll be a great help to your mo

ther someday, Karl. Every month she 
takes a bit of credit here, you know . .'' 

Karl flinched in spite of himself. 
"But she al-ways pays her bills sooner 

or later," he added in a businesslike 
way. 

Just before 9:00 a.m., Karl began 
his "contract". He was outfitted with 
two large cam·as bags of the type used 
for delivering newspapers. Each b:ig 
was loaded ·with twentv or thirtv 

I I 

pounds of groceries, one hanging on 
the right and one on the left, strapped 
from the opposite shoulder. It was a 
heavy load for a boy, but Karl kept 
it well balanced and being strong, 
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took it in stride. Before he set out, Mr. 
Timmins counted out ten dollars 
worth of change; and with words of 
caution, entrusted it to Karl's care. 
Then the boy set out, grinning under 
the load and thankful for the old skis 
he had thought to bring. 

Carrying five orders, the boy ma,le 
the fir.st round of deliveries in twenty 
minutes. By the time he got back to 
the store, he had become a part of the 
storm. Snow ·was caked in every crea�� 
of his clothes. Only the vivid pink , t 
his cheeks glowed behind the folds of 
a knitted scarf. 

"Good boy," said Mr. Timmirh, 
hurrying to reload the two canvas 
bags. ""\Ye're going to get the better 
of the storm after all!" 

The boy s,\·eated out another six 
rounds. At noon he rushed home to 
devour a triple helping of beef stew. 
By 12:45, he was loaded again and 
making another round. 

The job had begun as a game. But 
gradually, as the hours wore on, as the 
drifts grew, and as the straps cut deep
er into the muscle between the should
ers and the neck, it became a test of en
durance. The boy was strong, and he 
was game, but by late afternoon he 
knew he was slowing down. Fatigue 
11·as setting in. His body did not res
pond with it.s fresh resiliences. His back 
11·as one large ache and his feet felt 
clumsy in his skis. He became consclom 
of every stride. 

The storm showed no sign of back
ing off. By mid afternoon every street 
,\·as blocked. Gilmour, an avenue •)11 

the north side of town, was covered 
with one titanic driJt, a half mile long 
and eight feet high. 

Karl was alone on the streets. He 
imagined he was an explorer discove1-
ing a strange uninhabited wilderness. 
He thought about "Bjartur of Summer-

houses", stubbornly pitting himself 
against the storm. With renewed Cli
ergy, he pressed his shoulders to the 
chilling wind; he en joyed the snow 
rn·irling about him, flying into his 
face, and settling on his burninµ 
cheeks. It was so white, so clean and 
glistening. It was a smile covering- the 
ugliness beneath it. 

At six o'clock he went home for sup
per. He flopped onto the davenport, 
uttering a sound something between 
a moan and a long sigh. 

'v\'hy you're exhau&ted Karl," said 
:\Irs. Karlson in her kind way. "Take 
off your boots and be comfortable. 
You've had a long day." 

"I have to go back," Karl said as if 
he was reading a clause in a contract. 
"I promised." 

:\frs. Karlson looked distressed. She 
anxiously studied Karl's face. It �--:1s 
,1·hite and drawn. He looked ill. 

"You've had enough, Karl, she said. 
"Surely :\Ir. Timmins knows how l,ard 
you've worked." 

"It's just till eight. A couple more 
loads. I promised. He's counting on 
me. It's part of our contract." 

"I won't let you go, Karl, You're 
played out!" 

"I am not played out," said the bov 
indignantly, "and I'm going to finish 
my job." 

And the boy had his ,my. 

The storm held on. It was dark nmL 
Karl took his bearings from the fuz:'.v 
,d1ite light in the windmvs of thP 
houses 

On his final round, he made a dd
ivery at :\Irs. Carruthers'. She was ,1 

lady of the town, ·well known for her 
poise and dignity - a middle-aged 
woman, tall, stiff and aristocratic. Her 
ginger hair was always set in perfect 
permanent waves. Not a strand was out 
of place. Instinctively in her presence, 
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Karl was always ill-at-ease, fearing hi� 
face was not clean or his hair un
combed. Now he felt he should re
move his hat. But he changed his mind 
and knocked discreetly at the rear 
door. 

"vValk in," a woman's voice ,ang 
out. "The door is open." 

Karl found himself entering a small, 
brightly lit kitchen. Across the room 
:\Irs. Carruthers stood, standing in a 
doorway with a lazy appreciative smile. 
She was loosely swathed in an acqua
marine housecoat and red slippe£s 
made like puff balls. Karl was stunnfd 
to see her dishevelled ginger hair. It 
was as if life had opened a curtain for 
him to see something forbidden. 

"Well, it's the little Karlson boy," 
she said amiably, leaning on the jamb 
and rocking gently to and fro. "I do 
believe you're growing up." 

"Yes ma'm," said Karl, fumbling 
·with his order and almost dropping a
tin of cherries.

'How much is the bill?" she said 
gliding towards him. 

"\ waft of sweet-perfume made bis 
head swim. 

"Four, seventy-five," he said, rivet
ing his eyes on a can of Aylmer soup. 

As she approached him, she cunning
ly unfastened the belt, and at the ap
propriate moment, her gown fell open. 
"\t that instant the boy glanced up and 
saw a clear glimpse of her nude body. 
He looked, flushed crimson, and jerk
ed his eyes away. Mrs. Carruthers 1.1-

nocently drew the robe about her 
again. It was an evasive, subtle move. 

Now she stood beside him, counting 
out the money from a black, cloth, 
change purse. She was so close, he fe!t 
the enveloping fragrance of her per
fume. It was warm and cloying. He 
longed for the clean bite of the frosty 

air. As she gave him the money, she 
squeezed it into his hand. 

"You're a strong boy," she said, look
ing into his eyes. "You will come and 
see me again, won't you?" 

Karl nodded, backing away and out 
the door, his brain reeling. 

"N-Night," he said. 
Badly shaken, he stumbled out into 

the storm. Life had lost its simplicity. 
Its base was now as shifty and change
able as the sculptured patterns in tne 
snow. Mrs. Carruthers was only a sur
face before. Now she had depths he 
could not understand. ·vvhat was there 
to trust? '\\That was honest? What was 
true? 

He arrived at the store. Mr. Tim
mins was at the till, smiling Karl 
thought something about the smile ·;1:ul 
changed. 

"We did it Karl," he gloated. "We've 
won the battle!" 

Karl nodded, drawing a fistfull of 
coins and wrinkled bills from the 
pocket of his inside pair of trousers. 
Carefully, he piled the money on the 
counter. 

"How much do I owe?" he asked. 

:\Ir. Timmins did some magic wrig
gling ·with a sharp yellow pencil -

"Twenty-three, forty-five." 

He counted Karl's money. Not sat1s
fied, he counted again. 

"You're ten cents short, Karl," he 
said. 

Karl counted the money himself, 
sliding the coins into piles with hi, 
numb pink fingers; then silently, as 
if in a dream, he took out his own 
shabby wallet ·with the torn zipper. 
unsnapping the change pocket, he 
turned it upside down and shook it. 
Two coins dropped out ... a nicklc, 
a dime, and a piece of lint. Immediate
ly he slid the dime into the money pile. 

I 
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"l don't remember dropping it," 
,aid Karl thickly. "I was very careful." 

.\Ir. Timmins cranked the till. The 
third drawer (overflowing with bills) 
shot out with a ring which sounded 
triumphantly through the empty store. 
.\leanwhile, Karl removed his two can
\as carrying bags and folded them neat· 
ly away in the storage room. ·when tie 
returned to the counter, Mr. Timmins 
,\"as waiting, smiling at him. 

"Well," he began brightly, "I guess 
a man who works all day deserves to 
get paid." 

Rrrrrring! ! The till sounded its note 
of victory again. But Karl was weary 
and the sound grated in his ears. 

"Here you are Karl," he said. 
\Vith a gesture of importance, he 

pressed the money into Karl's hand. 
The boy looked down. What he saw 
made his brain reel. The vision of the 
C.C..\cl. steel·reinforced skates faded.

Dumbfounded, he could not believe his 
eyes. A fifty-cent piece re.,ted in his 
palm. 

Sickened, the boy stared into Mr. 
Timmins' face. The grocer's smile was 
as bright and wide and friendly as it 
had ever been. But something hall 
changed. The charm was gone, like 
bright snow melted, leaving the trash 
beneath. 

Slowly, wearily, Karl left the store. 
The ache in his shoulders was bother
ing him and he longed for home. 

'Without speaking, he went to bed. 
.\frs. Karlson made cocoa for him :ind 
served it in a steaming cup. 

",.\nd what do you want for all this 
service, mother?" he asked accusingly. 

It was strange. He had never spoken 
like this before. Mrs. Karlsoil1 looked 
hurt and bewildered. 

.. Karl," she asked gently, "vVhat hap· 
prnecl? Did something happen at the 
store?" 

The boy passed her the empty cup 
and rolled over to face the cold wall. 

"Please mother," he said, trying not 
to en. "Don't talk to me now." 
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The Manitoba Department of Industry and Commerce would like to help small business 

operate more effectively and increase profits through better management, product 

improvement and increased productivity. We don't guarantee results-but we do 

promise to assess and assist. 

We published a booklet which is your guide to using the programs and services of the 

Department of Industry and Commerce. It's yours for the asking. Send for it today and 

help us to help you. 

Write to: 

Small Business Assistance Center, 

# 3 Lakeview Square -Room 103, 

18 5 Cariton Street, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 3J 1 

Phone: 946-7565. 

Brandon Regional Office, 

Provincial Office Building, 

340-9th Street,

Brandon, Manitoba R7A 6C2

Phone: 7 28-7000 (Ext. 2 71)

Manitoba Department of Industry and Commerce 
Honourable Leonard S. Evans, Minister IL. Remis, Deputy Minister 
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