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... NEW! 

Lowest jet fares 
non-stop to Iceland 

from Chicago 

ICELAND AMSTERDAM 
·------ � FRANKFURT 

CHICA� ""' _,,e 

• • LONDON•-• LUXEMBOURG 
NEWYORK / �9VIENNA 

PARIS e \ 9 ZURICH 
MILAN 9 

Icelandic Airlines (Loftleidir) now gives you a 
choice of non-stop scheduled jet flights to Iceland 
from New York OR CHICAGO! All with lowest jet 
fares of any scheduled airline to Iceland and to 
Luxembourg in the heart of western Europe. 

ALSO, regularly scheduled jet service from 
New York or Chicago, via Iceland, to Oslo, Copen
hagen, Stockholm, Glasgow or London. You can stop 
over and visit Iceland, at no extra air fare, on your 
way to the rest of Europe. 

For full details and folders on new fares, see 
your travel agent or contact: 

.l�/ 

ICELANDIC LOFTLEIBIR 
630 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10020; Phone (212) 757-8585 
37 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 60603; Phone (31?) 372_A797 

Phone Toll Free In Continental U.S.:' cs□OJ 555-1212 
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EDITORIAL:-

Canada Iceland Centennial Conference 

The well-publicized Canada Iceland 
Centennial Conference, with its theme 
"The Icelandic Tradition in a Multi
cultural Society", was held in ·win
nipeg, in the Convention Centre, 
October 3rd, 4th, and 5th. The pur
pose of the Conference, which was held 
on the centennial of the arrival of the 
first Icelandic settlers in Manitoba, 
October II, 1875, was to clarify our 
thoughts regarding the present position 
of the Icelandic heritage in a mainly 
English-speaking society and its preser
vation in the future. The Conference 
was sponsored by the Canada Iceland 
Foundation of ·winnipeg, along with 
many other organizations in :\lanitoba. 

A well-planned, comprehensive pro
gram, indicative of dedicated work by 
many people, featured several able and 
distinguished speakers, foremost auth
orities on Icelandic studies and liter
ature, from Iceland, England, the 
United States, and Canada, as well as 
numerous other activities. 

An exhibit of paintings by 'iVinnipeg 
-born artist Emile 'iValters included
36 of his pictures. :\Ian y o [ his paint
ings have been acquired hy galleries
in several countries.

Services in Icelandic and English 
were conducted by the Bishop of Ice
land the :\lost Reverend Sigurbjorn 
Einarsson, in the First Lutheran 
Church, ,vith a Unitarian minister, Dr. 
Philip :\I. Peturs.,on, taking part in 
the service. 

The Male Voice Choir of Reykja
vik (Karlakor Reykjavikur) performed 
in 'iVinnipeg, at the Playhouse Theatre, 
and in Brandon and at Lundar, with 

senTal appearances in connection with 
the centennial cruise on Lake \\!in
nipcg. Theirs was an outstand:ns con
tribution to the Conference. 

A concert at the l\lanitoba Theatre 
Centre featured a special convocation 
of the Uni.-ersity of 'iVinnipeg. where 
an honorary degree of Doctor of Div
inity ,vas conferred on His Grace, the 
Bi.shop of Iceland. Two bronze plaques 
commemorating fifty years of instruc
t ion in Icelandic, at 'iVesle;: College, 
l\l01-i9ZfJ, and at the Universitv of 
\fanitoba, ,1·ere presented to Dr. H. 
E. Ducbrnrth, President, University
of 'i\'inni peg and Dr. Ernest Sirluck,
President, l'niversity of Manitoba.
Eric "Wilson, the talented young
'i\'innipeg musician, now in New
York, ga,c a Yery fine cello per
formance, accompanied b, his mo
tlier. -:\Irs. Thelma \'\Tilson. The 75-
rnember Icelandic Centennial Child
ren's Choir, conducted by Elma Gfala
son made their contribution to the
prograrn. Hon. John -:\hmro. Federal
\fini'iter resp01hihle for -:\Iulticultural
isni, "\\·as the guest speaker.

There "\\·as an impressive luncheon at 
the Fniversity of 'iVinnipeg, where His 
Exccllenc\· Haraldur Kroyer, Ambas
s:tclor of Iceland to the United States 
:,ml Canacla was the guest speaker. 

There "·a, a g-uicled tour of the Uni
,ersit v of -:\[anitoba, ,vhere Icelandic 
histo1:ical and literary works from the 
Icelandic Library were on display. 

. \ note,rnrthy feature of the Confer
ence was the interest in it of .people 
in Iceland. Even after the over 1400 
visitors from Iceland at the Festival 
at Gimli last .\ugust, some 1 came 

SPEAKERS AT CANADA ICELAND CENTENNIAL CONFERENCE 

DR. PETER G, FOOTE, PROFESSOR 

AND CHA1RMJ�'l, DEPT. l'JF SCANDI

NAVIAN LANGU.AG£:5, UN!VERSITY 

COLLEGE, LONDON, ENGLAND. 

DR. EINAR HAUGEN, PROFESSOR, 

SCANDINAVIAN AND GENERAL LIN

GUiSTlCS, HAl<VARD UNlVERS!TY, 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

MISS MlLDRED fJLSON, PRES

IDENT, TWIN CITIES HEKLA 

CLUB, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 

SGR OF 

VE�S!TY OF MANITOBA 

CUD6JARTUR GUNNARSS□N, PR□- PROFESSOR HARALDUR BESSAS□N, 

!NSTRUCTl□N- HEAD, DEPT. OF ICELANDIC LAN-
DUCO:::R-DIRECTOR, 

GUAGE ANO LITERATURE. u�:vER-
,'\!. t-.'1EDJA, UNIVERSITY OF 

S:TY LJF MANITOBA. 
MANITOBA 

PICTURE 

UNAVAILABLE 

Di�. Df\v''.0 ARi✓AS□ f'-:, AS

:;:�-::7,�-NT PR;:JFESSOR CJ? CAN

ADIAN LiTERATURE AT ...,,....._-='.: UNI

VERSITY OF MANITOBA. 

DR. ARNE BREKKE, PROFESSOR OF DR. AL''ERT KRIST.JANSON, HEAD OF 

SCANDIN/..,VlAN LANGUAGES, UNI- THE DEF'A�(7t✓.ENT CF S,".JCIOL(JGY, 

VERS!TY OF NORTH DAKOTA. i.frJIVERS1"7'Y OF MAN!T03A. 
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to the October Conference, inchidin 1,. 
,,

the forty-member Karlakor.
People from far and near attended

the Conference, testifying to the vital
interest in the Icelandic heritage.
There were conference members from
coa�t to coast, from Xew York, Min
PC:apoli,5, St. Paul, :\Ioorheacl and
Hopkins, :\Iinnesota; Grand Forks,
Grafton, Edinburg and Upham, North
lh;.;.ota: Salt Lake City, Utah; Point
Claire, Quebec: Ottawa, Kingston, Tor
on to. and "\Vindsor, Ontario; "'in-
11ipe_g. Gimli, Sanely Hook _..\rborg and
(?;,k Bank. :\fanitoba: Calgary and
blmon10n .. \lberta and Victoria, B.C.

A Dutch lady, now of ,vinclsor, Ont
ario, came because of her interest in
Icelandic literature .. \!together, prob-
ably over 500 visitors attended tlF'.
Conference events.

Post-conference events, but very
much a part of the centennial com
memoration, 11·ere the cruise on the
:\IS Lord Selkirk II on the Red River
ancl L�ke ,vinnipeg, following the
path oI the pioneers of Xew Iceland,
and the presentation of the impressiv('
cantata composed by Profeswr Hall
grimur Helgason, based on the poelll
"Sandy Har" by Guttormur J. Guttoms
son in a special concert b�- the \\"in
nipcg Symphony Orchestr;t and the
Philharmonic Choir, in the \fanitob;t
C:e:1tcnnial Concert Hall. on Octohe)
]'..?.

lmited guests at the Conference
,1·crc Dr. ,vatson Kirkconnell, fron1
"'oll\i Ile, Nova Scotia, and Dr. Rich
an! Beck, from \'ictoria, British C0

1
. 

umbi:t.
The following are ,ome of the ob

senations and suggestions brought for-
11·ard by the C:onf'erence speakers re
garding the preservation and pro
motion or Icelandic studies.

Lm�uage is the most powerful
factor in the preservation of an ctlmic

identity in our society. Other factors
are churches, higher schools, news
papeL, and periodicals, and societies.
Here Logberg-Heimskringla, The Ice
landic Canadian, and The National
League were specifically mentioned.

The high rate of intermarriage
,unong the people of Icelandic descent
011 t_he continent militates against pre
sernng the Icelandic identity. Also
the Icelandic people have been readih
a.,similated into the wider society. Ice'
Lndic ethnicity is not divisive.

:-.; e\·erthele,s, the consensus was that
there is a new growth of interest
;1rncrng the younger generation of to
da \ in their Icelandic descent and
llcrita,:;e.

>.' nmerous classes in Icelandic studic�
ha,e been organi1,ed recently in some
rural communities, after a lapse of
many years. This includes at least five
schools where lcelanclic is taught as
an option. areas

� ew text., in the study of Icelandic
are being prepared at the Universit·.
of \Ianitoba.

Tramlations from the Icelandic to
Engli,h are verv important, 11·ith the
u1,dcrstanding that poetrv loses much
in tr:llislation.

The me of radio, tele,·ision, and
co111puters i11 instruction in Icelandic
11·;1., a(l\ocated, including the use of
fil,,1, !rom Ice'.and.

The me of Yisiting teachers from
l ( e and and the exchauge of Icelandic
and .\:orth .\merican Icelandic stu
(

1
lllh ,hould be encouraged· also the

e:-,cl,:mge of writers, poet�, si�1gers and
;1rt ·. ts.

The importance of group tours to
lce1 :md ,1·as stressed. The pattern ha,;
he;n set by the Norwegian people in
.\: orth Dakota, with their well-organ
iied and highly successful tours to Nor
way in great numbers. (It i, to be
1101,,d here that .\rborg. :\lanitoba has
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provided an example of an exchange
of groups of young people between
specific places in Iceland and Canada).

Provision of scholarships for students
of Icelandic is important.

Ethnic studies in schools should be
promoted.

The ,1Titing of local histories of Ice
landic communities should be en·
couraged.

Presen·e the experiences of ordinary
people.

Encourage the formation of local
Icelandic societies.

Promote the inclusion of books in
the field of Icelandic subjects in gen
eral libraries.

Take a look at the structure of the
Icelandic Festival of Manitoba with
a view to broadening its scope.

A wider view of the people of Ice
landic descent in America was brought
forward with the concept of inter
ethnicity.

An interesting factor of special sign
ificance emerged at the conference.
This was the number of others than
of Icelandic descent who have become
interested and even prominent in the
field of Icelandic studies and liter
ature. Of those present, first and fore
most must be Dr. Watson Kirkconnell,
who showed his keen i n t e r  e s t
in this field as far back as the year
1930, when he published a book of
his translations of Icelandic poetry,
ranging from the Old Norse to current
Icelandic Canadian. Another is Dr.

Peter G. Foote, of London University.
who is a master in the field and is
at pre<;ent assisting in the translation
of the book of Old Icelandic laws Gra
gas into English. He gave an inspiring
address at the Conference, as did Dr.
Einar Haugen, of Hanard University,
and Dr. Arne Brekke, of the U niver
si ty of North Dakota, both of Nor
,1-egian descent.

Very inspiring, too, is the fact that
at the University of ·windsor, Ontario,
the Librarian, Miss Joan Magee teach
es Icelandic to a class of ninety.

Bishop Sirgurbjorn Einarsson's pres
ence on the cruise added greatly to this
plea.sant and memorable event. Hi'>
observation on the cruise that it was
full of surprises beyond all imagination
may be said to apply to the conference:
and the cruise both. Also his saying.
"Others have labored that w·e may
enter into the harvest" expresses per
fectly the tribute we owe to the
pioneers of one hundred years ago
who preserved and passed on to suceed
ing generations the heritage that was
the theme of the Conference of Oc-
tober, 1975.

The Centennial Conference of Oc
tober, 1975, was like climbing a hil!
and from there viewing the past and
the present and -envisaging what to do
to shape the future of the Icelandic
tradition in its multicultural North
American society.

-W. Kristjanson
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Mattie Halldorson 

Voyage in the wake of Icelandic Pioneers 

The Canada Iceland Centennial Con
lerem e arranged a post-conference 
eYcm 011 the ?\IS Lord Selkirk, from 
October (j to 10, I ()7 5. The cruise was 
charted lo ,isit the places where the 
lceLrndic pioneers had lived and ·work
ed. "\\"e 1\'ent dmvn the Red Rfrer from 
sSelkirk lo Lake \\Tinnipeg and stopped 
at (,imli, Hecla Island and Berens 
River. 

\\'e ,ct oJf from Selkirk on the :\fon
cla:, altcrnoon, October 6. The weather 
coopcr:1tccl in every '\\'ay. People ·were 
ou l 011 deck before breakfast to savor 
the balmy breezes of the lake and to 
take in the beautiful scencrv along the 
'\\'ay. ft made a friendly atmmphere. 

Pa,,,c-ngers. \\·ho numbered about 
b:'i, crn1c- lrom far and near - Iceland
ic ste,rnnlesses and pilots from Viking 
.\ir\hip. Ottem-a, Chicago, British Col
umbia ancl North Dakota. The Mo5t 
Reverend Sigurbjiirn Einarsson and 
1rt'1 :\Iagnca were passengers. Senator 
"\Villiam Henidickson and the Honor
a blc Joseph T. Thorson, former presi
dent of the Exchequer Court of Can
ada, were aboard. Ten students were 
im ited to be on the cruise. 

The meals were excellent. There 
was entertainment every afternoon and 
evening. Games were played and 
pri1es giwn. The winner of the "Mad 

Hatter�" was Dr. Larus .\. Sigurdson, 
for his hat labled "Dr. Quack" with all 
the pills available very much m 
evidence. 

The stop al Hecla Lutheran Church 
in the Hecla Island Provincial Park 
was most impressive. Carpenters were 
bmy doing some repair ,rnrk on the 
roof of the church. "\Vhen we entered 
the church Mrs. Pearl Johnson, soloist 
at the First Lutheran Church in '\Vin
nipeg, sat down at the old organ and 
played one of Hallgrimur Petursson's 
Passion Hymns. Everyone joined in 
ancl sang the 9th ver.,c of Hymn num
ber 3'19 "Vist ertu Jesu, k6ngur klar". 
,\ f rs. Hrund Skulason, librarian of the 
Icelandic section at the University of 
:\fanitoba, had asked His Grace Bishop 
Einarsson to offer a prayer in memory 
of the pioneers. ·while the history of 
the settlement is almost at an encl it 
is one of the focal points in the history 
of the pioneers in Manitoba. The 
liishop mentioned the cemetery at the 
church, noting that many of the graves 
arc unmarked and that the crosses 
fashioned from branches of trees carry 
the names of pioneers who lived in the 
district: He said: "We are here to re
member them and thank them for their 
part in making the settlement a living 
memorial." 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 11 

In ] 930 at their convention in Hecla, 
the Icelandic Lutheran Synod present
ed a Bible to the Lutheran Church 
there .. \11 the pastors who had served 
the 1nrish had written their names in 
the Bible. On this day His Grace 
Bi.5hop Sigurbjiirn Einarsson inscribed 
his name. 

The Tourist Bureau of the Tourism, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs of the 
Provincial government presented nrn 
plaques, one in Icelandic and the other 
in English, to the community in honor 
of the pioneers. It is dated October 7, 
1975, :mcl reads: 

part of the Icelandic Cultural 
C,1--:fcrence the Bishop of Iceland 

unveiled this plaque to commem
orate the one hundredth anniver
sary of the arrival of the 285 Ice
landic settlers in '\Vinnipeg on 
October l l ,  1875". 
:\Ir. Helgi Jones, in accepting the 

plaques on behalf of the community, 
said: ""\Ve still own this island although 
it is now a Provincial Park and only 
a shadow compared to the thriving 
Icelandic community of former years 
when 500 people made their home 
there. But one thing we will always 
cherish with pride are the memories of 
our forefathers who pioneered this 
little island and overcame all difficul
ties." 

MYSTERY OF AN ICELANDIC CHEST 

.. tw.:r from which the following 
i\ a,, excerpt was received from :Mrs. 
Jame, Stevenson, of Regina, Saskat
chewan, in 1974. The account of the 
decorated Icelandic chest and its hi
story i5 worth recording. -Ed. 

I-I aving recently purchased a decor
ated chest which came from Iceland 
to Canada some hundred years ago, 
l am interested in learning about the
background of these chests, e.g. there
arc two initials in flowing script on
either ,ide of the lock. Square wooden

pegs -were used in construction. vVhat 
sort of paint was used? To have sur
YiYed an outdoor period during the 
smallpox epidemic at Gimli, and to 
have ridden on an oxcart that stuck 
in the mud where "\,Vinnipeg now 
stands, and finally to travel to Sask
atchewan-speaks well for the paint 
and the painter. Floral designs are sti.11 
visible on front and ends! 

Your comments would be greatly 
appreciated. 

:Mrs. James Stevenson 
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BISHOP SIGURBJQRN EINARSSON HONORED 

Left to right: Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson, Most Reverend Sigurbjorn Einarsson, 
Bishop of Iceland, and Dr. H. E. Duckworth, President, University of \Vinnipeg 

The l\Iost Reverend Sigurbjorn Ein
arsson, Bi"hop of Iceland, ,ms honor
ed by the University of ·winnipeg at 
a special Convocation at the �Ianitoha 
Theatre Centre, \\T,innipeg, October 
5, 1975. His Grace received the honor
ary degree, Doctor of Divinity. 

The e\·ent was a part of the Canada
Iceland Centennial Conference, held 
October 3-5. 

Bishop Sigurbjorn Einarsson ,vas 
born at Steinsmyri, :\1e5alland, Ice
land, in 1911, and took his early edu-

cation at the Grammar Scchool of 
Reykjavik, followed by studies m 
Thrnlogy and Education. He was 
,marcled the �I.A. degree in 1937 from 

the University of Uppsala, Sweden, 

upon completing studies in Compar

ative Religion, Greek and History of 

the .\ncient \Vorld. He received the 

JU). degree from the Theology Faculty 

of the University of Iceland in 1938, 

the same year that he wa.5 ordained 

pastor in the Church of Iceland. 
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LJ:,)wing further studies at Uppsala 
in His Grace was appointed 
pa,,,x in Hal!grims congregation, in 
Reykj:n-ik, in 1911, and in 1943 he 
took a post as lecturer in Theology at 
the lh1iversity of Iceland. He 'Was pro
moted to full prolessor in 1949 after 
additiu:ul university studies at Cam
bridge, England, in 1945, and at Basel, 
Switzerland, in 19'17-48. He ·was ap
pointed Bishop of Iceland in 1959. 

His Grace is the author of ten pub
liGttion, five translatiorn, and many 
�cholar ly articles in professional jour
na;, and periodicals. He acted as ed
itor Vioforli, a theological periocl
iad. 1948-54. 

1-li, Grace has served on important
committees of the Lutheran \\1orld 
Federation, and made a rich contri
bution to the deliberations of the 
\\'orld Council of Churches. . . His 
interests are varied and wide-ranging 
- liturgy. education, music, preach
ing and translating. His publications
include the following: "The Church
of Christ in the Sate of Hitler", "The
Religions of India", and "The Relig
ions of �Iankind".

-(The last paragraph is based on 

Dr. George Taylor's citation upon the 
prr.,entation of the Honorary degree 
ol Do(tor of Divinity.) 
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GUTTORMURJ.GUTTORMSSON 

By Richard Beck 

l!-. 11:he death of Guttonnur J. Gut
tormsson at vVinnipeg, :\Ianitoba, on 
November 23, I 966, not only the Ice
landers in )unerica but the Icelandic 
nation as a whole lost a highly gif1ted 
and strikingly original poet and per
sonality. Generally, he was recognized 
as ranking nex'I:, among Icelandic poets 
in the vVestern v\'orlcl, to the great 
poet Stephan G. Stcphamson. And 
Guttormsson had the further clis'tinc 
tion of being the only major Icelandic 
poet 11Titing in Icelandic to have been 
born on North American soil. 

The son of pioneers ,d10 had come 
to Canada in 1875, he was born No,
embcr 21, 1878, at their farm home 
at Icelandic River (now River1ton) in 
the New Iceland (Nyja 1sland) district 
of :\Ianitoba, and grew up in that 
frontier community on the shores oi 
Lake Winnipeg. 

His parents, J<>ll Guttorm.sson and 
P,ilina Ketilsd6t11:ir, 11-cre talented 
people 11·ith cultural and literary inter
est.,. His mother, who belonged to 1 

11·cll-kuown family in Eastern Iceland, 
possessed consiclera blc verse-making 
ability, and original poem, of hers ap
peared in ithc first Icelandic papers 
published in A.mcrica. 

Like their fellow pioneers in tlw 
New Iceland settlement, Gut'l:ormsson\ 
parents had to fight epidemics, crop 
failures, ancl powrty during the early 
years, and 11:hese and other adverse cir
cumstances undermined their health 
and led to their untimely death. The 
future poet ,ras thus moulded during 

his formative years by the deep-: 0oted 
Icelandic cultural all:mosphere hi, 
childhood home as ,rell as the social 
em·iromncnt ancl rigors of pioneer life. 
L:1ter these influences ,rcre find 
authentic and memorable cxprc::"ion 
in his poetry. 

Orphaned at the age of sixt•,<:11, he 
11·:1s kft Lo lend for himself ;,nd for 
,eF:r:tl years had to earn his Ji,, b, 
manual labor of ,arious kinds. Then 
lie holllcstcaclcd in the Shoal Lake 
district of :\Ianitoba where he farmed 
Jor a number of years. There, in 1904, 
he married .J ensina Danielsdottir Sig
urd,on, the charming daughter Ice

Lrndic pioneer;, to be his worthv and 
impiring helpm:1•te for more th:�:: hali 
:1 ccn tun. The Guttorms.,011� became 
th:: pareu ts of six children. In 191 l 
die poet bought back his che,ishcd 
p;irental !arm a'l Riverton, and farmed 
there until hi., death (though durin£?; 
the Jaq le,1· vcars after his wile diccl 
he .,;icnl ,01nc ol the 11·intcr n:<rnth, 
11·i1li rnemliers of his L1mih i;1 \\'i11-
11ipc� l-

Frn111 the loregoiug it is olJ\ io;i, that 
hi, Jonnal ,chooling was very lin,ited. 
.\s a matter of fac"I:, he did not c;d be
,01Hl the sixth grade. In spite this 
and the time-consuming labc1r of 
11·1·c-,ting a li\·ing from the soil pro
,it!c for a large Lunih·, he succeeded 
:,dmirabh in making up for his limited 
carlv schooling by extemive and dis
criminating reading, not only in Ice
landic literature, past and present, but 
also in European, Canadian, aNi Am-
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merican literature. An illuminating 
firsthand account of his reading is to 
be found in Dr. vVatson Kirkconnell's 
article "A Skald in Canada" (The 
Transactions of 11:he Royal Society of 
Canada, Vol. XXXIII, 1939). 

Thanks to Gut'l:ormsson's family and 
the encouragement of Professor Har
alclur Bessason, the poet's rich and 
significant private collection is now a 
special section of the large Icelandic 
Library at the University of Manitoba. 
Last summer it ,ras formally dedicated 
by Iceland's Prc.,ident Asgeir Asgeirsson 
when he came to vVinnipeg during his 
official yisi•t to Canada. 

Guttorms.�on's literary achievements 
are indeed remarkable in the light o[ 
his circumstances. His productivity is 
affirmed by his many published ,rnrks, 
including a ,olumc of one-acit plays, 
Tiu leikrit (Ten Plays, Reykjavik, 
l ggo), and the following collecll:ions
of poetry: J{m Austfirt'5ingur (John
from the Ea�t Fjords 1909); Bonda
dottir (A Farmer's Daughiter, 1920);
Gaman og Alvara (Jest and Earnest,
1930), "·hich contains new poems as
well as the bulk of his earlier works:
Hunangsflugur (Honeybees, J9lJ4)
Kv.e�asafn (Collected Poems), 1947,
containing all his previously published
collections 'i:ogcther 11·ith some new
poem.,; and KanadaJJistill (Canada
Thistle, 1958). The last t,rn ,1·cre publ
ished in Reykjavik; all the earlier ones
in "'innipeg.

\\'ith his firsL collection, J<>n Aust
firifo1gur, Guttonnsson established 
himself as an uncommonly gifted poet. 
In a series of poems characterized by 
graphic: descri p-tion, deep insight, and 
commensurate sympatll\", he interprets 
the life and bitter struggle of the 
pioneer Icelandic immigrants against 
oyerwhelrning odds drawing on his 
personal knmdcdge to clo so. The 

pioneer theme is recurrent, climaxed 
in his inspired poem "Sanely Bar," 
named after a pioneer Icelandic settle
ment and graycyard on the west shore 
of La·ke v\'innipeg, no'I: far from River
ton. \Vith this noble poem, in ,rhich 
penetrating thought, understanding, 
and mastery of form go hand in hand, 
ithc poet ha.s erected a lasting literary 
monument to the Icelandic pioneers 
in his native district and, in a wider 
sense, to Icelandic pioneers else1shere 
in ,\merica, although none of these 
faced Lhe same heart-rendering ach-er
sitv as that on the shores of Lake \\'in
ni1�eg. This much admired poem is 
available in sewral English tram
hPtions, including one by Dr. Kirkcon
nell in his s11:mlv of the poet, and an
other bv Paul 11jarnason in hi:, rnllec
tion Odes and Echoes (Vancouver, 
B. C.. 1931 ). The reader is referred to
t hesc. as the poe111 is too long to in
clude here. a11d should be read in en
tirety for full appreciation. Let it be
aclclccL that both of these tramlart.:ors
retain the meter of the original. and
Bjarnason also keeps the alhteration,
maintaining �he sonorous qualitv ol
the 01·iginal poem along with its ar
resting theme. It may also he noted
•that the poem ,l'riUen 111 the en
chaning verse form of Poe\ Lirnous
"The Raven.'· .\ccorcling to hi, O\\'ll 

testimonY, Guttormson had been at
trarted t� Poe bY the latter's "creatiYe
oifts j)0\\'er of fantasy, and sr)iritnal
,', ' , 

force," to quote from Dr. Kirk(()nnell's
:1rticlc. On the othn ha11cl, a, Gut
torrns,011\ poems and plaY,. "''iandv
Bar·· i11duclcd, amph reveal. he was 
far too independent in thought lo be
come the imitator c,·en of tho,e ,1-ritcr,; 
,rho appe:1lccl most strong-Iv to him. 

Besides the subject matter lor hi, 
notable poems on Icelandic-Ca11:1dian 
pioneer life, he found themes i:1 hi, 
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carh environment and pcrwnal experi
ences for other important poems. \,\Tith 
striking vividness and deep sympathy, 
he describes in his poem "Indiana
h{1tit5in" (Indian Festival) the life of 
the North American Indian as he had 
seen it near Icelandic River in his 
youth. This poem is, 'therefore, thor
OU!-(hly authentic, and at the same time 
unique in Icelandic literature. (For an 
English transla'!:ion, sec Dr. Kirkcon
nclh collection Canadian Overtones,
""innipeg, 1935, ancl his article on 
Guttormsson, containing the trans
la'l:ion). 

Deeply attached lo his natiye Ne" 
Iceland. Gnttormsson has eulogized it 
and the ultimate victories of the Ice
landic pioneers in numerous warm
hearted and stirring poems, frought 
11·i th genuine filial devotion. 

His many symbolic poems are a 
s pe( i ;Jl y significant and origin al as
pect of his poei!.ry. Among the earlier 
ones is his excellent poem "S,il hussins" 
(The Soul of the House), in which he 
wry effectivly uses the old symbol of 
the fire on the hearth for the soul o[ 
1hc house. (J\n English translation by 
the late Professor Ski'ili Johnson is in
cluded in my hook, Icelandic Lyrics, 
Rc,kjavik, 1930 and 19:l6). 

Increasingly, the symbolic element 
hecarne prominent in Guttorrnsson', 
poctn·, on theme.", 11·hicl1 o1':en at the 
�arnc, time ·were dra,n1 lrom his ex-
perience. In "Bfflugnara:ktin" (The 
Care of the Bees). as Profr\sor Kirk
comic-11 effecti,ely expresse., it, the 
poet 'uses a familiar episode of bee
keeping 'to adumbrate the spiritual 
tr:tgcd:, of his own li[e" (Canadian

On,rtones). Dr. Kirkconnell's trans
lation of the poem (included both in 
Cauaciian Qycrtones and his study of 
the rnc•i) follmrs: 

Honey-bees of my high ideals 
Haw I imprisoned in this my winter, 
�ight and day in the chilling darkness 
Dmrn in the cellar beneath my spirit. 

Honey had grown too hard ito gather. 
Ghastly ancl pallid, the flowers had 

withered; 
Burclcmome snmHlrifts had bent them 

under; 
Blizzards lay deep on my fields and 

orchard. 

Honey bees of my high ideals 
Had to ,rnit for my life's ,rarm summer, 
Freelv ithey'd rouse at the first spring 

�unshine, 
FlY from the cellar beneath my spirit. 

Then they would cling to the fragrant 
clover, 

Clammy cells of exceeding sweetness, 
Harvesting honey of praise and honor, 
I fa ppy in breezes of golden spring1time. 

Spring came at la�t. hut the lingering 
11·inter 

Le\ ell cd its snow\ on the frozen 
fannland.,. 

F.rc the fields could he ploughed and
planted, 

Pi:1ching hunger assailed •their vitals. 

Ti,ne 11·ent bv and 1 raised the 
1rap-cloor, 

Took the ladder and sought the cellar. 
St1gia11 rnices I heard distinctly 
.S•tir in the subterranean darkness. 

Sa;,age hunger and sullen rancour 
S;n1g in the clouds of that dim inferno; 
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Borne from the depths like a blast of 
brimstone, 

Buzzed the rage of their venomous 
cursing. 

Bees ithat ,l"cre pang'cl to the point of 
n1nrder. 

Pricked at my flesh in the soul's deep 
shadows; 

Stabbed me in rage and installed chci, 
poison; 

Stung, I screamed like a wolf half
scalded. 

Scars are my clue till my day is 01er 
Deep-sunk eyes and a throat all 

s,rnllen. 
LoarJ1some I feel my mutilation, 
Less like a man than faEen angel. 

Th:·ough Guttormsson's penetrati11g 
portraya: J l1is personal tr�gcdy takes 
on uni,c;·sal application, and this strik
ingly original and effective poem 
excellcntlv illustrates the fundament
al symbolic qualitv of his poetrv. Other 
notab'e poc�lS or' his in that �Tin are 
"Biruir" (l)c�rs) and "'jarO,g()ngin" -
(The Tunnel),· to nan;e but two ex
arnnles. The latr�er was characterized by 
Dr.' Kirkconnell as "perhaps the Ii_n�st
prosodic arhicve1nent of the year,'' 111 

his sur;·cy of Canadian literature in 
lan!!UZJ g·c.,· other than English publish
ed in Canada in 1957. He also included 
a ttransla tion of the poem in the survey 
that :ippcarecl in The University of 
Toronto Quarterly, Fall Number 
1958. (The translation was reprinted 
in The Icelandic Canadian, "Winnipeg, 
Winter Number, 1958). 

Gu'ttormsson's poetry is uncommon
ly rich in original and colorful nature 
descriptions, where striking similes are 
a characteristic element. One of the 

most poetic sttanzas, m ·which the 
perso:1ification of an Indian girl as 
"Indian Summer" is brilliantly and 
consistentlv carried out. 

Other n�ture poems of his are char
acterized by lyric quality and light 
touch, and none in a higher degree 
than his beautiful lyric "GocS'a nott" 
(Good Night), ·which follmrs in Mrs. 
J akobina J ohmon's translation ( includ
ed in Beck's Icelandic Lwics and in 
�1Irs. John.oon's Xor,thern Lights). 

SLillncss reigm. - Tl1e 11·im1 s :ll"c 
sleeping. 

,\11 our world is bc;�t en kcep:n'..'. 
l�ryst 1ri Ll1 night, 1rhcs2 1x1ngs arc

.s,\�ccpi11�· 
Fro111 the ,rest each r,-1y of light. 
Du,k, - a sofit and siiken cow;" 
()rcr all is seen to hoyer 
111 its 1·cadiness to coyer 
1\11 the dro�1·sy wor1cl. - Good night. 
Earth, a restful bed inviting 
,\!! her •:irccl to sleep. - Good night. 

rfhosc ,rho labored long, untiring, 
Hail th is ti:ne of rest, desiring 
Strength rcne,red through sv.reet 

re1tjring, 
-'lrelcorr:e thon��hts of short respite. 
�\nd through spaces real or see1ning 
Find the r:dcn of their dreaming 
So:lr to S'tarry ways, redeeming 
IIours of toil ::md pain. - Good night. 
V,'ith the golden suns of heaven 
"\5 companion stars. - Good night. 

God of Sleep, descend embracing 
All the weary souls, effacing 
Pain and grief,-Thy pinions itracing 
Airy ways in dreamy flight. 
God of Dreams, prolong endearing 
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Scene, for all whose luckless steering 
"\\'reeks their ships;--who go careering 
Past all loveliness.-Goocl night. 
Those, who, drifting, miss the beauty 
Of •:heir waking hours. - Goocl night. 

Peace of heav'n on all descending, 
"\ \'ith this stillne.5s softly blending 
Here abide. - Our thoughs ascending 
In a ferYent prayer unite: 
From the pain of ,rounds relieve us, 
From (l1e dread of cold reprieve us. 

:\fay the joyous sun receive us 
\ \'hen the morning breab. 

Good night. 
, \.11 111 peace await the radiant 

,\ngel of the cla,rn. -Good night. 

Th;., exquisite poem also clearly re
\-cals the fundamental note in Gut
torn1,,011 ·s philosophy of Ii [c ancl a surg
ing undercuncnt in hi.s poetry, a pro
found sympathy ,dth the stepchildren 
of life. the underdog, all who are op
pressed. His humor, a basic element in 
his poetry, finds vigourous expression 
in social satires bitterly assailing the in
j usiLice. greed, and inequalities of the 
social order. In one of the most ex
tensi ,e and memorable of such satires, 
"Bolvun fogmalsins" (The Curse of 
1the Law), he flays mercilessly the grain 
speculators who grow fat on the toil 
of the farmers. (Printed in English 
translation in Dr. Kirkconnell'.s study 
on the poet.) In many of his satires 
Guttormsson uses symbolism with tell
ing effect 

"\Vith his dexterous use of the epi
crram as a vehicle for his satirical barbs, 
b 

as 11·ell as for more good-natured 

humor, he carries on brilliantly a time
honored Icelandic literary tradition. 
His metrical skill is further evinced by 
the facility wi'th which he successfully 
handles a great variety of verse forms. 
His diction is equally rich and varied, 
revealing his amazing- mastery of the 
Icelandic language. In his hands it is 
a many-stringed and re.,ponsive inSltru
men t. As indicated by his wide read
ing, he was not only steeped in Iceland
ic literature, but had drmvn rich spir
itual nourishment from many other 
literatures as well. 

"\\'hile his major literary contri
bution ,ras poetry, his one-act dramas 
are also a noteworthy addition to Ice
landic literature. Strikingly symbolic, 
they are profound in thought and 
often remarkably distincitive in theme 
and dramatic method. (For a further 
discussion of them, see Dr. Kirkcon
ne ll's study and Dr. Stefan Einarsson's 
lfistory of Icelandic Prose Writers
l 800-1940 (Islandia Vol. XXXH-HI), 
Cornell University Press, Ithaca, N.Y. , 
19·18. ) 

Guttorms.son was widely admired 
and esteemed in Iceland, which he vis
ited twice, in 1938, at the special invit
ation of the Icelandic Government and 
and again in 1963, under the sponsor
as the honored guest of the nation, 
ship of The Icelandic National League 
of .\merica and other ·well-wishers. 
The5e visits to ithe land of his fore
bears, where he was given a magnif
icent reception on both occasions, were 
for him a source of great joy and in
spiration, as vividly revealed in his 
poems. 
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Hi, rruitfol appreciation of ithe Ice
lamlir. ( ultural heritage and affection 
for Iu:i:md were matched by his equal-
1) arnl genuine devotion to Can
ada. ::;e land of his hi1th and his life-
1011.: :,ume. He eulogi1,ed both with
e9u:• ·xarmth in hi, poem,. There is
exult:nt filial pride in his elevated and
elou t tribute, .,imply entitled "Can
ada''. t has been translated by :\Irs. 
JakcL:na Johnson and is included both 
in he, :\'orthern Lights ancl in my own 
Ice;;mdic Lyrics. The c onclucling stanza 
11·;;, , .,,11:icularlv timely in Canada'.; 
hi�to, ic Cente1�nial Y�ar, not least 
the :,allenging closing lines, aptly 
:-t; i;_;;;:..: a note of national unity: 

De\ and true to their mun try nc,1· 
. \re .1:Hda's sons today. 
, \rn, ,learch alone shall have claimed 

own, 
Ere shall turn away. 
'\\';,· nur strength untold \l"hich is tried 

;,:id olcl, 
Ou: ,,untry shall reach her goal, 
Th• the clearing haze of tongue 

::nd race, 
1 · ·· ' in heart aml souL 

Dr. Kirkconnell concludes the intro
duction to his book Canadian Over

tones ,1·ith tthese words: 
''It is the glory of the Icelandic set

tler, that in 'their first generation 
arnung us they have created a poetry, 
based on Canada and their experience 
of it. that is ,vorthy or challenging 
cornpari,on 11·ith the best that rthree 
centuries liaYe proclucecl in their 
lo,ter-conntry." 

Cut<:on,Hir J. Guttonrn,son, the poet
farmer of Riverton, :.\fanitoba, has a 
large share in that remarkable achieve
ment. '\Vhile his poetry is, naturally, 
\!lleYen in excellence, many of his 
poems arc destined Ito live in Icelandic 
lit erat i;re l)ecrnse of their intellectual 
\ i�or ,orip)n:ility, insight. :mcl mastery 
of form. "\dded 'l:O that is the fact that 
he !1a,, enriched Icelandic literature 
with new themes and thus extended 
ih rc:,lm in memorable fashion. 

-.\ meri( an-Scandinavian Review 
:\farch. 1968 
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.\T THE GALLERY 

i\N IC:EL1.\NDIC l-IERIT AGE 

1,\· Rosa Ho 

\r;dtc::·') �'·.-�·, on Yic�r in Gal:ery of 

t}1c .:\�·t c;allcr; .. '1�hc exhibitio:1 \\-a"}

the gaEcry to coincide 

lZcnoir and others. Flis i\'Orks fron1 ! his 

c�1rly period sha:rt 1111ich oi' the inte�·

c.st and char�lctcri�,tics of Li�2 l1T1p1-· ->,

>�(,11Jst.\. l-lc \\'�b in�cres�cd in cl:..:pi.._t

ing· tl1c 11atu�'cll11css of c: scene ir1 tcrn1s 

nipc:-�· to conn11crnorate the c-i�!tcn�1ial cf ;Jirnalic and ��ti:�opJ�cric Lo::ditioa,. 
of rhc a1Ti',·al o[ the iirst Icclandi( ·1ti�; ior111a�i\e period ca111:� to :111

�t:L:.-:cr�1 i:1 \\'inuipeg, ()ctober 11, 1875. llld ,rhcn the artist decided tv set out 

�\I:·. \\~a;�c:rs \\·as born in \fi:Jnipcg for lcchaH.l to ,,.Tork in it5 sttL-arctic 

li1 1 b93. iiis parents \\'ETC of 1cc�audic c11 '- :/0111nc11t. 1-lc 1,va.-, �o intTigu-cl Ly 

dL..;ccllt. lJc spcn.l n1ost of l1is youth 1'.1c grandeur of the rocks �nd n1ou11-

i:1 =�orth J)akota and in \\'":::su:r:: (:0.,:1- �stins, he stayed for seYcn n10J.1t!1s. I-lc_nr

z;da, ,rorking at Olld job:; for a C\cr. beyond the Yi�aal e:·d1ilc1�� ,�o:: he 

llic; c;i�.�ccr a.� a painter only ,'.Jtart:..:J to cxpcricncrd Iro1H this nc,1r 

gain 1no1nc11Lun1 i;rhcn he 1x2nt ol'f to he, ,ras bo1nhardcd 1\"ith nc,r prob:en1-:; 

.�tt�cly, I.::cfo]'l: the age of 30J at the Chi- in yi:,ionJ color and pcr:,pccti-vc. The 

( :·go .·en lmlilLte. He lattr ,re11t to ::trnosphcre in l(cland �,; vcn c'.c:,r; 

tl1c Pcnnsylyania .. \caden1y ol Vine color and Yisual in1agerics su:nd out 

ship at the 1-.ouis (�. 'I-iffany Foun

clatioH in Oyster Bay, Long Island. 

Shon'.,; �l:cre«fter, :\Ir. "\falters began 

teeachiug· every summer at the Pcnn

.syh-ania State College, a position he 

held for I 3 years. It ·was during this 

time he formed his "first period, a time 

of great lyricism and impressionism." 

His early style was influenced by the 

:--,'.1:�rply. �I'he style he rnastcrcd so :-;ell 

in �1is forn1atiYc period 1rould rot suf� 

[ice. It was at this time he changed 

his painting style from a lyrical and 

imnressionistic one, to one which ·was 
1· -

strong in pattern and design. These 

works from Iceland were exhibited in 

many American cities and were well 

receiwd - many of the paintings were 

acquired by museums and galleries all 
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o, c: 1;1e ,rnrld. ,\. number of honors for the exhibition. ,\Ir. "\ralters' works 

11·e;,0 :,warded to the artist following Lorn this period present yet another 

thl,e -exhibition,, of the Icelandic paint

in,2,. In 1937, the Explorers Club of 

pain ting style. These paintings are 

characterized by heavy and clearly de-

'2\ew York made him an active member fined outlines, yet the modelling arnl 

in recognition of the exploratory value 

of liis Icelandic paintings ancl, in 1939, 

Kirn.:; Christian of Iceland and Den-

111;11 k decorated him ,rith the Icelandic 

Ord:.:r of the Knight's Cros., of the 

Orcle of the Falcon. 

::\Ir. "Walters made another contri

bution to Icelandic culture by under

tak:m:,; a project of creating visual re

cord, of the historic Vinland saga

�tead<. These pieces are connected with 

the ,focm·ery of ),merica by Leif Eric

;,on ;md hi,5 fellow explorers in the 

treatment of details 1s less rigidly 

rendered. The effect is one of natural

ism 11·hich is the artist's ultimate aspir

ation. ln his mrn words he has said, "I 

endeavor to paint nature as I sec her 

in her nried forms, in the last analysis 

:\Iother X ature is the teacher par excel

lence." 

:\[r. "\\'alten;' interest 111 nature ,va, 

J1{}t. ho\\'ever, confined to northern 

;,ubjects. His friend LO"well Thoma, 

commented on the extent of :\Ir. '\Val

lers' work "Emile '\\!alters, my fellow 
,ea, , 000. There are t,rn chapters to member of the N e,v York Exploren 

the Vinland saga.-,teacb, the Iceland 

chapcr completed in 1955, and the 

Grccil::nd chapter done in 195G. These 

pai,,;:,;(c,, clone in the interests of hi

;,tm;, strengthen the ethnic and cultur

al iden:ity of the Icelanders and others 

,dw ;:re of Icelandic de,cent. :\Io.st ol 

the \ i:11:tml ,ac;asteach paintings have 

heu .:,qui1ed by the '2\ational Col

le( ,;p'l ,f Fine ,\rts of the Smithsonian 

lnsti: ,:c in \\'a,hingion. D.C. The gal-

1n ' ,(•me or thc,c 11·orks on loan 

Club ... ·when seeking subjects ha, 

tra\c: 1 lecl from Death Valley to Iceland. 

from the Canadian Rockies to Ne,,. 

:\k:,ico, pausing en route to paint The 

T 1 :codore Roosevelt country of the 

:\ onli Dakota BaclLrncls . . . he i�. 

cq ually at home with the stark, power

iul b<:crnty of the sub-.'l.rctic :md the 

tender mood of a spring or fall day rn 

llutchc,, County, '2\e-1r York.'' 
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COURTESY OF "THE ALBERTAN" 

5>igruu Johannesson pats the velvety nose of N\V:.\IP ollicer Vince Crowiey's 
horse as she tours Heritage Park during a visit of Icelanders to Calgar7. C�isli 
GuomlllHlsson loob 011. 
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SIGRUN JOHANNESSON 

by Linda Curtis 

Sign'in J6hannesson's round, happy 
Icelandic face wore a perpetual smile 
as ,h::: pallerecl around Calgary's Heri
tage Park in her home-made black 
leather slippers. She fitted right in 
with the historical theme of the park, 
yet it ,\"as entirely coincidental. Her 
long grey hair was arranged in two 
braids that looped in the back like 
lariats and hung almost to her ,raist. 
She probably hadn't cut it since she 
·was born 83 years ago.

She was wearing her native "upp
hlutur", 1d1ich indncles a long black
skirt and wst, black cap and a blouse
a'i"1�l apron of floral sheer. The vest
was decorated with silver embroidery
and silver rings gathered up the long
black tassel on her cap. She couldn't
speak English, but her friends told me
she has fifteen children, fifty grand
children and t,\·enty-nine great-grand
children.

She love, to travel and was in Israel 
when the historic six-day ,r,tr broke 
out. She was confined to her hotel 
room for a whole week due to the 
military emergency, but the experience 
didn"t dampen her enhusiasm for 
travelling. \'\Then she learned that a 
group of Icelanders ·was coming to 
Canada to help celebrate the 100th 
anniYersary of Icelandic settlement 

around Ginili, :\fanitoba, she quick
ly joined the tour. 

Hal£ the group of 300 making the 
excursion ,pent the weekend in Cal
gary, _journeying to :\larken-ille ,,·here 
they saw the home of the great Iceland
ic-Canaclian poet Stephan G. Stephans
,011, 11·ho died in 1927. The hou,e has 
been declared a historic site and is to 
lie re,tored ,1·ith the help of ."il0,000 
donated lJy Icel:tndic farmers ,dw visit
ed ,\.lberta on ,\.ugust 10. 

"There 11·ere so many on thi� part 
of the tour, 11·e had to break up in to 
t,rn groups," explained the leader, 
Gfsli Gut'Smundsson. "Some of the ho
tels couldn"t accommodate us all at 
the same time". 

Gisli, a tall, well built man with a 
commanding personality, herded his 
charges around with the authority of 
a school teacher. That's logical, be
cause he is a teacher in a commercial 
college in Reykjavik. 

'"Teacher, get a three-montli holi
day in Icelancl, ,o I can moonlight," 
he grinned. "Of course, ,l"e make up 
for this extra time by haYing a six-day 
school ,\'eek. Remember, we h;l\"e only 
about four hours of daylig·ht in the 
middle of the winter and about twenty
hours of daylight during the summer. 
School children from about 12 to 17 
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year, of age attend gardening schools 
in the summer. These ,\·ere started hy 
the city and this year between 1,200 
and l.300 students are learning all 
about gardening. They get paid. ·we

wouldn't get them otherwise." 
Gisli speaks good English. haying 

liYecl in the ·winnipeg area from 1928 
to 1938. He ,rent back to Iceland to 
,isit his mother and while he 11·as there 
the �econd "'\Vorld "'\Var broke out, so 

he 11e\"er did return to Canada. 
He �aicl that although Danish had 

been hi, country's second language, 
tocLt,- English is taking 0Yer that role. 
About two-thirds of the people on the 
tour could speak English. 

The ,-isitors were not accustomed to 
such ,1·arm ·weather as we had during 
their stay. "In Iceland," Gisli said, 
"we have no extremes of weather. In 
ReykjaYik if it goes down to zero in 
the v;inter it's considered cold, and 
in summer it goes to perhaps 55 or 
65.''

That could account for the beaut
ihtl complexions of most Icelanders. 

Half the homes in the capital are 
ce11t r:tlh- heated by hot water from 
the abundant nearby hot sprmgs, so 
air pollution is minimal. 

''Ih 1985 we'll not be needing any 
oil for heating," prophesied Gisli. 
""'\Ve have some industry, such as ship 
huilcling, clothing and shoe manufact
uring, but we import our grain." 

The tourist business is also increas
ing as more and more people from 
both Europe and North America are 
Yisiting Iceland. Last year 70,000 
travellers included it on their holiday 
itineraries. 

"'"'\Ve had a lot of Canadian and 
l'nited States Icelanders visit us last 
year when we celebrated our l ,IO0th 
anniversary. So this year the Icelanclic 
National Leeague decided to spanor a 
tour to Canada. It was so papular that 
instead of the anticipated two plane 
loads, it grew to eight". 

"So far everyone has been enjoying 
the trip very much. They thought 
Vancouver was magnificent, although 
tirn !adies complained to me that 
there was a mouse in their room. I 
told them to go and find a cat," he 
chuckled. "They're all delighted with 
Calgarv. Everybody's .�o ready to help. 
.\!bcrtans can be proud of their smiles, 
and tell them to keep them up." 

-The Albertan
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DAVID BERG:\L-\N -

Icelandic Canadian Recipients of the 

Rhodes Scholarships 

A remarkable honour besto,1·ed an
nually upon Canada's finest, most 
proficient and accomplished male uni
versity students is a Rhodes Scholar
ship. This year two of the eleven Can
adian recipients are known to hav-e 
one parent of Icelandic descent and 
the occasion is appropriate to des
cribe ·what a Rhodes Scholarship is, 
the generous commitment it entails for 
the indiYidual, and identify five Can
adians of Icelandic origin who have 
received Rhodes Scholarships. 

Rhodes Scholarships were foundecl 
with the Will of Cecil J. Rhodes, an 
Englishman who died in 1902. When 
only a boy Cecil Rhodes went to South 
Africa and soon began to dig for 
diamonds. He had reasonable success, 
but returned to England when twentv 
vears old to enter the Uniyersitv of 
Oxford. Ho,reYer, Rhodes' health, was 
delicate and after eight years of study 
he returned to the dryer climate of 
South Africa ancl successfully resumed 
his business affairs. Cecil Rhodes 
gathered a fortune as a developer of 
gold and diamond mines. He became 
a financier and statesman and pioneer
ed in the development of the rich 
resources of South Africa. Rhode,; 
claimed the district of Rhodesia as 
suitable for British colonization. It 
was in Rhodesia that he ,vas buried 
in 1902. 

Cecil Rhodes belie\·ed that the world 
and the British Empire would benefil 
if English-speaking people knew more 
about one another. "'\\Tith the establish
ment of Rhodes Scholarships student,, 
from all parts of the Commonwealth,, 
the Cnitecl States, and Germany wen:: 
to be giyen generous scholarships to 
study for two years or a maximum of 
three years at the University of Ox
ford or an associated College. In 1916 
the British Parliament revoked the 
fiye scholarships given to Germany. 

The basis of selection was laid down 
hv :\Ir. Rhodes in that section of hi� 
"'\\'ill in which he defined the general 
type of scholar he desired; 

"Literary and scholastic attainments; 
c1ualities of manhood, truthfulness, 
courage, devotion to duty, sympathy 
for and protection of the weak, kind
liness, unselfishness and fellowship; ex
hihition of moral force of character 
ancl of instincts to lead and to take 
an interest in his fellows; physical 
Yigour, as shown by fondness for or 
success in manly outdoor acti-vities." 

The Rhodes Scholarship Memor
anclium for Canada states, "Quality of 
both character and intellect is the most 
important requirement for a Rhodes, 
Scholarship.'' 
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SKl-LI JOHNSON 

In the years 1909 and 1910 the 
Rhode\ Scholarships for ;\Ianitoba 
,1·e11t to t,1·0 students of Icelandic des
cent ,rho in later years distinguished 
the1me]ycs in somewhat different area, 
as scholars and citizens. Skuli Johnson. 
of \\·e,ley College, won hi.s Rhodes 
Scholarship in 1909, a year before he 
,ms to graduate. The following year 
his Jricncl and ;\Ianitoba College stu
dent, Jo�eph T. Thorson, ,rns selected. 

Skuli Johnson ,r:ts born in Iceland 
ancl c alllt: to Canada ,rith his parent., 
at tl1t: age o[ one year, in 1889. Hi, 
p:ircn ts were homesteaders ,rho settled 
in tht: Logberg district of what is no,r 
the Pn>,ince of Saskatchean. Logberg 
,ras rn:,inly a community of Icelanders 
ancl, :h one may imagine, only Iceland
ic ,n., spoken. Skuli ,1·as likely self
taught in the English language 1w 
readin:,.: Engfoh ne,rspapers a.5 often as 
he rnuld obtain them. 

The typically harsh homesteading 
existuic e claimed his father's life in 
i :l95, ;1 nci i 11 18()9, at the age o[ eleven. 
Skuli Johnson 1ras taken to 'Winnipeg. 
,d1ere he was placed in the grade fhT 
class at the Isbister School. Later he 
completed his high school matric
ulation requirements at the old Cen• 
tral Collegiate, located at Kate Street 
and \Villiam Avenue. There he ·won 
the Isbister Prize, and scholar.ships in 
;\Iathematics, Latin, English and 
Greek. Sknli had established his inter
ests in both the languages and math
ematics when he entered \Vesley 
College in the fall of 1906, but he had 
not wt decided in which of these dis
cipli;1es he would concentrate. 

During Skuli Johnson's three terms 
at \\' esley College* ( 1906-1907, 1907-
1908, 1908-1909) he excelled academ
ically and participated in many stu
cknt activities. In his First and Second 
Year ,\rt., he won scholarships or Hon
ourable ::'IIention in ::'IIathematics, Lat
in, English, Greek, French ancl Roman 
Hi,tory, and in Third Year Arts he 
tied, ffith Joe Thorson, for the scholar
ship in Classics. He enjoyed debating 
and ,1·as a member of one Champion 
Intercollegiate Debating Team, he wa:; 
interested in a variety of athletics both 
a, a participant and an organizer, and 
he was continually involved in literary 
activities. 

Skuli attended the University of Ox
ford for nm terms as a student at Oriel 
College, where he studied Classic:,. 
Thi, included Greek ancl Roman Hi
story, Philosophy, and Languages. 
Oriel was one of the many smaller 
co!leges that together constituted the 
l' ni \·ersity of Oxford and Skuli attend
eel lectures at other colleges besides 
Orid. ::\'ot surprisingly, Skuli Johnson 
did ven well as a student but he also 
used ;,ome of his time to belong to 
the Camelon Literary Society, the Ox
ford Colonial Club, the Oriel Philo
sophical Club, and even to be the 
Treasurer of the Oxford Lacrosse 
Club. 

The Fniversity of Oxford was es
�entially a system of closely affiliated 
colleges and the individual student 
11·as allowed much independence and 
freedom in the conduct of his studies. 
Skuli was deeply impressed with this 
method of teaching and the opportun
ity it gave to each student to demon
strate both to himself and to his in-

• ·wesley and Manitoba Colleges were joined in the founding of Cnited College, in 1938. In

1967 Fnited College was granted full universitv status as the l1niversity of Winnipeg.
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struc tors, what he was really able to 
accomplish. The position, the develop
ment, and the confidence of the indi
vidual were valued and enhanced by 
the ,ystem. This obviously affected 
Skuli"s attitude toward his own stu
dent, and his style of teaching later. 

"\rhen Skuli Johnson returned to 
\Vinnipeg he re-entered \Vesley Col
lege to complete his final year in Arts 
and graduated in 1913 ,rith a B.A. 
(Hon.i degree. He then entered the 
Pnnincial Normal School to obtain 
hi, teaching certification. During that 
yeat he was Editor and Organizer of 
their Student Magazine and Valedic
torian for the Senior Class. His first 
te,,cnng position was as Classical 
;\fa,:er in St. John's Technical High 
School for the 1914-1915 term. The 
following year he returned to \Vesley 
College, this time as a Lecturer in 
Classics. In 1917 he obtained his M.A. 
degree ·with the thesis topic: A Century
of Sonnet ·writing in Icelandic. Both 
his IL\. (Hons.) ancl his :\L\.. degree 
11·cre graded magna cum laude. In 1917 
Skuli ,ms also promoted to Professof 
of Classics. 

..\s a teacher Skuli Johnson built a 
strong reputation with his students and 
and among his colleagues. During his 
years at \Vesley College he maintained 
his teaching duties in Classics and be
yond this he also lectured in Old Ice
landic whenever students enrolled for 
the course. He was always interested 
in students and their activities, so he 
found time to assume positions such 
as Chairman of Athletics, and he was 
the Honorary President of various stu
dent groups. In 1920 he was appoint
ed Dean of Arts; he also assumed 
many committee responsibilities at the 
Co1lege. He always took a personal 
interest in his students. 

In 1921 Skuli Johnson married 
E,ehn Truesdale. Mrs. Johnson and 

their two sons, Harold and Richard, 
now live in Winnipeg. 

Skuli Johnson left ·we.sley College 
in 1927 to join the Department of 
Classics at the University of Manitoba 
and in 1940 he became Head of that 
Department. During his tenure at the 
UniYersity Skuli participated actively 
in University affairs as exemplified by 
his membership on the Senate and on 
.�uch committees as the Executive 
Committeee of Graduate Studies and 
Research. He was among many of the 
Icelanders of the \i\Tinnipeg area who 
were successful in establishing a 
Department of Icelandic Studies at the 
University of Manitoba. 

There are a great many other notc-
1rnrthy honours and achievements that 
could be documented but space only 
allows a brief encapsulation of these. 
Skuli Johnson spent many hours trans 
lating ancient and modern Icelandic 
poetry, and Latin and Greek poetry 
into English verse. Interestingly, hi, 
translation of the New Iceland Con
stitution into English is in the posses
sion of the Manitoba Historical Societv. 
Indeed, he had a keen taste for mos� 
languages and literature. In 1939 he 
,\·as honoured by the Government of 
Iceland and made Knight of the Royal 
Order of the Falcon. In 1954 he was 
made a Fellow in the Royal Society 
of Canada. 

He was an active member of the 
Icelandic Canadian Club of 'Winnipeg 
and was awarded Honorary Life Mem
bership. He contributed many valuable 
articles of a literary nature to the Ice
landic Canadian and he edited Ice
land's Thousand Years, published by 
the Icelandic Canadian Club and the 
National League, in 1945. 

In the Centennial Is.sue (1967) of 
the Icelandic Canadian, Roy St. George 
Stubbs described his former Latin 
Professor, Skuli Johnson: "He was a 
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true scholar. Love of knowledge was 
his ruling passion. He had ambition 
but it ·was an ambition which he point
ed in the right direction. He had no 
thought of piling up pelf for himself. 
His ambition was to pay his passage 
through life by giving honourable ser
vice - the service of a dedicated 
teacher - to his fellowmen." 

JOSEPH T. THORSON 

The parents of Joseph T. Thorson, 
Stephen Thorson and his wife Sigridur 
Thorarinsd6ttir, both came from Ice
land. Joseph was born in "\Vinnipeg, 
in 1889. He and Skuli Johnson were 
students together in high school. As 
students they had the highest record 
of marks to that time and they shared 
a common interest in Classics. During 
the 1908-1909 term Skuli Johnson at
tended Wesley College while Joe 
attended Manitoba College. Joe was 
awarded his Rhodes Scholarship in 
his graduating year, 1910, in which 
year he received a B.A. degree with 
Honours in Clas.sics. 

At University of Oxford (1910-1913) 
Joe Thorson attained the degree of 
B.A. in Jurisprudence at the end of 
his second year, then, in his final year 
he completed his Bar Exams and on 
June 4, 1913, in London, he was call
ed to the Bar by the Honourable 
Society of the �Iidcllc Temple, Lon
don. On November 26 he was called 
to the Bar of Manitoba. 

Joseph Thorson returned from Eng
land with a strong determination that 
Canada should run her own affairs. 
This prompted him, when he became 
a Member of Parliament, to advocate 
the abolition of appeals to the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council and 
that Canada should decide for herself 
the issue of peace or war. Both objec
tives were ultimately achieved. 

In 1916 Mr. Thorson married Alleen 
B. Scarth. They had three children,
Margaret Ellen, Donald Scarth, and
Shelagh Gail.

He practiced law for a few years 
after returning from Oxford, then 
served overseas in the first ·world War 
from 1916 until 1919. He returned to 
practice law in Winnipeg, with Phillips 
and Scarth until May, 1921, when he 
was appointed Dean of the Manitoba 
Law School. 

In 1926 Joe Thorson was elected 
Member of Parliament for "Winnipeg 
South Centre, as Liberal, but was de
feated in the 1930 General Election. 
Then, again in 1935, he was elected 
Member of Parliament for Selkirk Con
stituency. He was re-elected in 1940. 

In 1939 he was appointed Grand 
Knight with Star of the Royal Order 
of the Falcon by the Government of 
Iceland. 

In I 941 l\Ir. Thorson was elected 
Chairman of the War Expenditures 
Committee of the House of Commorn. 
On June 11, 1941 he was appointed 
;\Jinister of National .. War Services in 
the cabinet of Prime Minister Mac
kenzie King. He was the first Canadian 
of Icelandic descent to become a Can
adian Cabinet Minister. On October 
6, 1942 the Honourable Joseph T.
Thorson was appointed President 
(Chief Justice) of The Exchequer 
Court of Canada, again, the first Can
adian of Icelandic descent to become 
a Chief Justice. 

During his tenure of office as head 
of The Exchequer Court, Chief Justice 
Thorson took part in several extra
judicial activities. Of these the most 
important one was as President of the 
International Commission of Jurists, a 
world-wide organization concerned 
with the advancement of the Rule of 
Law throughout the world. He held 
this office from 1952 to 1959, when 
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he resigned. In 1964 Judge Thorson 
retired from The Exchequer Court, 
following which he served for two 
vears as President of the Canadian 
Citizenship Council in an effort to 
advance Human Rights. 

Since his retirement Joseph Thorson 
ha, found some time to resume his 
pri·,ate la,1,· practice in Ottawa. Ho,r
eve:-, he has retained an abiding sense 
for sen-ice and duty. Since 1969 
he has been President of The Single 
Canada League, an organization op
posed to the imposition of bilingual
ism on the people of Canada, beyond 
th(: requirements of the British Nortl1 
Amcr:;.ca Act. 

The preceding is only a summariz
ing account of Joe Thorson's many 
many activities and accomplishments. 
Others could be listed ad infinitum.

For example, he has been awarded 
honorary degrees from several univer
sities; University of Iceland (Juris Doc
tor-1930), University of Manitoba 
(LL.D.-1958), University of Waterloo 
(LL.D.-1964), and The University of 
Winnipeg (LL.D.-1970). This Canad
ion has served his country well. 

DAVID JACOBSON

David Jacobson is one of two 
Rhodes Scholars chosen annually for 
the Province of Ontario. David, a 197:i 
recipient, is a 21 year old graduate in 
Honours l\Iathematics and Physics from 
Royal l\Iilitary College, Kingston, and 
obtained the highest standing in hi, 
class. He graduated as a l\farine Eng
ineer, ·with the rank of Lieutenant. 
He is soon to become a '\'\Ting Com
mander in the Canadian Armed Forces. 

David's father, Stanley Jacobson, is 
of Icelandic descent, while David\ 
mother, Franciais Jacobson is of Dutch 
extraction. Stanley Jacobson enlisted 
in the Royal Canadian Air Force dur-

ing "\Vorld "\Var II and later joined 
the R.C.l\I.P. Stanley Jacobson's father, 
Unnsteinn Jacobson, served Canada in 
the First World War. 

David Jacobson exemplifies the 
many qualities and criteria a Rhodes 
Scholar must satisfy in the minds of 
a selection committee. The academic 
achievements of this young man are 
outsanding. He is completly bilingua1 
(English and French), he is reported 
to have demonstrated marked qualities 
of leadership during his four years at 
Kingston, and is an accomplished 
athlete. 

WARREN ELMER NORRIS 

MAGNUSSON 

vVarren Elmer Norris Magnusson 
was ;\fanitoba Rhodes Scholar, in 1967. 
He graduated that year from the Uni
versity of Manitoba with B.A. degree, 
First Class Honors, his special subjects 
being Economics and Political Science. 
He was active in party politics on the 
Campus and in his graduation year 
he was Prime Minister of the Student 
Model Parliament. He was editor of 
the University College Journal and 
contributed to the university student 
paper The Manitoban. He trained 
with the R.C.A.F. University Reserve 
and received his commission in the 
R.C.A.F. Supplementary Reserve.

"\\" arrcn :.\Iagnusson is the son of
:\Iajor-Gcneral and :\[rs. Norman 
L. :\Iagnusson, formerly of v\Tinnipeg,
ancl his paternal grandparents were
the late l\Ir. and l\frs. Ari ;\fagnusson.
of Winnipeg.

He attended Oxford University. 

J£nrns CHARLES MATTHEWS 

Mr. James C. Matthews is the son of 
:\Ir. and Mrs. C. L. �Iatthew.s of St. 
Vital. in Winnipeg. Mrs. l\Iatthews, 
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the former Fjola Benson, is the daugh

ter of :\fr. and Mrs. John Benson, 

who now lives in Winnipegosis. 

To simply catalogue Jim ::\fatthews' 

overwhelming list of accomplishments 

1rnuld extend this writing beyond al

lowable limits and perhaps even mak<'! 

this unpretentious young man feel un

comfortable. It is grossly understating 

to claim that he and his admiring fam

ily have ewry reason to be proud of 

both his academic and athletic ac

complishments 1d1ich seem inseparably 

intertwined. 

Jim Matthevvs was an exceptional 

student m elementary school with 

averages in the nineties. The following 

three years of junior high at Norberry 

School he continued to achieve sch.>1-

astically. In grade eight he won a 

Bronze ::\Iedal for Language, and a 

General Proficiency Award for school 

work, hut at this time his interest in, 

and aptitude toward, athletics was also 

evident with his winning of a Gold 

Centennial Athletic Award during 

Canada's Centennial Year. Up to this 

time Jim had played in Little League 

baseball, attained a Blue Belt ratino· 
b 

in Judo, and belonged to a local Wolf 

Cub organization-all with distinction. 

Jim attended high school at Dakota 

Collegiate during the years of 1968-71. 

ln each of his three terms his final 

marks rose and he graduated from 

grade t,velve with a ninety-one per

cent awrage with honours in all sub

jects. He was presented with the Silver 

Citizenship Award by Dakota Col

legiate for his representation of his 

.school in the high school quiz tele-

vision program "Reach for the Top". 

In addition he won the Gold Medal for 

Physics; the Gold Medal for General 

Proficiency; and I.O.D.E. award, The 

Johanna Gudrun Skaptason Memorial 

Scholarship, of the Jon Sigurd,on 

Chapter, I.0.D.E. 

.\nother significant honour dire:�ed 

to Jim on his graduation from D2.kota 

Collegiate ,1·as the Carl Ridel Award.

presented each war to the ::\fani :o ha 

high school student who demonstr:1tes 

combined excellence in acade1:1ic 

achiewment and in basketball. 

had played basketball and Yolle:•1nll 

for his school teams and they 1von 5,:;yer

al provincial championships. 

In 1970 Jim was selected as a :Eclll

her of the ::\Ianitoba Volleyball Team 

which ,rnn the Canadian Junior 

Championship that year in Calgary. 

In 1971 he again represented the ProY

ince as a member of a championship 

rnlleyball team, this time at the 1971 

,vinter Games at Saskatoon, when they 

1\·011 a Gold ::\Iedal for Manitoba, Dur 

ing these years Jim also represented 

l\fanitoba nationally on Judo, bmvling 

and tennis teams. 

In the fall of I 971 Jim l\fatthews en

rolled in Science at the University of 

l\fanitoba. He continued his partici

pation in rnlleyball and basketball 

but he had, over the years, also enjoy

ed, and become quite proficient at, 

playing tennis during the summer,-;. 

In 1969 he won the 16 years singles, 

l G years doubles, and 18 years singles

in ::\fanitoha. He travelled to Ottawa

for the National Championships. In

1970, at the age of lG years Jim ·,,,·on
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the l\ Lmitoha 18-year singles and

doubles, and then represented the 

Province in the National Champion

ships, held in Vancom·er, in the lG

years and under, and the 18-years and 

under competitions. In 1971 he 11·as 

rated in l\Ianitoba tennis as the num

ber one Junior and the number two 

l\Ien's player. He ,rnn the ::\Ianitob:1 

J 8-years singles and doubles again, 

the , r ester:1 Canada 18-years doubles. 

aml 11·as runner•up in several other 

important competitions. 

1 n the :;pring of 1972 Jim ::\Ia tthe,1·s 
acrnmp:rniecl .c;everal memhers of his 

former Dakota Collegiate rnlleyball 

team and some other players from 

the "'innipeg area to the Canadian 

Junior l\fen':; Volleyball Champion

ships. and they mm. For their effort-, 

each member ,ras presented 11·ith an 

'Order of the Buffalo Hunt" a,rnrcl by 

Hon. Edward Schreyer, Premier ol 

l\ Lrnitoba. 

In the fall of 1972 Jim accepted ,t 

tennis scholarship at the Uniyersity of 

Kentucky. The following year, 1973. 

he entered The Uniyen;ity of "'in

nipeg as a major in \fathematics. He 

graduated as an "A" student and 11·a, 

a,rnrded the Rhodes Scholarship for 

l\fanitoba for 1975. In October, 1973, 

at The University of w·innipeg, he 

receiYed the Board of Regents .\thletic 

Award, and also the McBean Foun

dation Entrance Scholarship. In Oc

tober, 1971 Jim was awarded the 

Rarb1·ell Paper Company Limited 

award, and the James T. "'abon Gen

eral Proficienn· Scholarship. l:pon 

graduation in l\fay, 1975, he received 

The l 'niYersity o[ ,vinnipeg Golcl 

l\fedal in Physics, aud the coveted 0. 

T . . \nderson .\wan! as the ouhtandino· 
C) 

graduate for cli,tinguisbed academic 

and extracurricular achievement dur

ing unclergracluate years. 

During liis t,rn years at The l'ni

,er:,itv or "'innipeg, Jim l\fatth,'11·, 

distingui-,hced himself as a member 

ol the \\'es men \'olleyhall tea rn. 1il 

the 197'.l-7 t term this team became 

Canadian l'ni\·ersity Champions. Dur

i ! 1g the summer of l '.)7·1 Jim's partici

pation m tennis resulted in his 

11·in11i11g the men's singles and doubles 

in both the ,\fanitoba Open and the 

"'innipeg and District Champion,hips. 

I 11 Eli."> he repeated with victorie� in 

the men's singles of these competitions. 

His selection as l\fanitoba's Rhodes 

Scho1ar for I 97 :i was ,\·ell clesen-ed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING SCHCILARSH!PS 

In view of the Postal Strike. the dates for scholarship applications 
has been moved on. 

THE ICELANDIC FESTIVAL OF MANITOBA to January 5, 1976. 

THE CANADA ICELAND FOUNDATION to January 5, 197G 

THE ICELANDIC CANADTAX CLUB, to January 20, l971i 
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Gislasta<'Sir 

J6n Gui1rnu11ds;,on ancl Stcinunn :'dagnt1scl6ttir on front steps 

The blacksmith at Holaland 

The grindstone can be seen in front left hand corner of the shop 

a 
I 
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P.jarmaland, the home of Laugi and Valla Johnson.

This loyel\' old home, facing the Hnausa Park, is a familiar 

landmark at Hnausa today. 

33 

Holaland - This home 11·as first built

at Ekra, in the early 1900\, and then it 

was moved to H6laland. 
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LET'S TALK ABOUT THE CENTENNIAL CONCERT HALL, 

NOT ME, SAYS BOB GOODMAN 

Robert Goodman 

Robert Coodrnan i., an Icelandic 

Canadian. horn in \\'innipeg the son 

of Barne\ Goodman and the late 

Elisabet Hrelna Coodman. But vital 

statistics Olli of th;: ,ray, he'd rather 

talk about the \fanitoba Centennial 

Center, a f,ll' more interesting .,ubject 

of conyer,ation than hintself, who is 

merely doing a job :1s executiYe direct

or of this 1nar\'e1ous complex. which 

he declare, ,hould be the pride or 

eyery :'lfanitoban. 

It t:1kc, no time at all to catch his 

enthmiasm. lor Hob Goodman i, clear

h· one ol tlio,e fortunate indiYiduals 

and the acomtic, in the Concen Hal! 

are ii;,;-ernationalh acclaimed. T:.·: :tt-

rno,phcre is still fresh ,rith so: 1 :,ill;.?, 

new cropping up a:l the time." T' 1 rec 

lrnnclred groups perl'urmecl in the Coll

cert H:111 during the past year :,11,' the 

total allcllllallcc ,1·,:., on:r J�. ••_111. It 

unploy., a pcnnanent staff of :,;·,. ·,ith 

.'iO parL-timc ,rnrkers added 

perfon11:1nces. 

Robert, \I ho 11·ith his 1rile :l\crd 

perlorrn, in the Sca11di11a\ ian P ""1un 

each y car during Folklorama \\ eek, 

happily rec a llecl that la,,, surnn1c,· the 

cla11ce group from Iceland ,1·a, im itc<l 

to perform i11 the Concert Hall :,· the 

encl of the ,reek. ":\'ot becau,c 

1rcre \'i,itors lrolll another (r,-.. ;ntry 

but becaw,e ol the excellence oi · :,cir 

performance." He found it excit: : to 

help them ancl t11·0 ol the group,·_ .\Cd 

in the Goodman hollle. 

It ,ras exciting, too, to take : ·, alk 

around the place with Bob Coo,,:uan, 

,d10 exp:ains tha•L ,rhile they arc ;-,art 

of the .\fanitoba Centennial C,:rnrt, 

the .\Iuseum of .\Ian and �aturc :md 

the Planetarium manage their ,)wn 

programs, but the buildings anr:: ,er• 

,ices come under the ,ame adrn 11· :,tra

tion as the Concert Hall. 

1d10 enjoy, hi, 1rnrk. ''It's an intere,t- The .\Iuseum of .\fan and :\'a1_ 1s 

ing pl:1ce··. he ,;1\,, "beautiful premises ,1·e 1 1 named. It i, a Jiying hist,, of 
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.\Ianitoba from its primeval past, when 

magnificent animals fought for sover

eignty over its forests and grasslands, 

through the succeeding ages of human 

struggle for survival, to the coming 

of the white man and his ultimate 

domination. 

The buffalo and the caribou are 

there, lifelike and real, in their na

tural surroundings, the blue prairie 

sky above them and a horizon as wide 

as the ·world. Perceptive artists have 

brought inif:o being this illusion of 

great distance, and the :\foseum itself 

is in constant process of creation. The 

renowned wildlife artist, Clarence 

Tillenius, is now busy in the :Museum 

painting scenes of the Arctic and sub

Arctic. 

The Indian hunter is seen here, 

fighting with primitiYe tools for exist

ence in the wild 1ingdom of the plains 

before the coming of the white man. 

Authentic replicas of the vehicles, 

ships, a log cabin and countless genuine 

artifacts trace the story of civilized 

living, from the age of the fur traders 

who opened up the country f!:o the in

flux of pioneers to clear the forest and 

till the soil, and to build villages that 

were to grmv inf!:o great modern cities. 

One could spend a week in the 

Musewn of Man and Nature and still 

be drawn back for many more tours 

of exploration. 288,000 people went 

through it last year, including ·well 

over :"J0,000 school children. Some were 

brought in busses from various poinits 

in the province. Its extension program 

catered to 230,000 people, while its 

multicultural classes m handicrafts 

and other e'llmic arts were attended 

by 370,000. 

The Planetarium attracted 131,000 

people last year. It is one of the finest 

star theatt:res in :'.\'orth America, and 

each of its six major yearly produc

tions is an introduction to the wonders 

of outer space. 

The Centennial Centre is a cul'tural 

capital centered in the capital city of 

the province, and surely a grand re

minder of the succeeding centennial 

anniwrsaries or the country and the 

proyince. The .\Ianitoba Theatre 

Centre and the Centennial Concert 

Hall commemorate Canada's Centen

nial year in l %7. -.While the .\J useum 

of .\Ian and Xature and rthe Plan

etarium opened in .\•Ianitoba's Centen

nial year, 1970. 

.\s a couple of visitors from Iceland 

said last summer: "vVe could spend 

all the time we ha\'e here just to enjoy 

all there i.s f!:o see in the Centennial 

Centre in 'Winnipeg. 

Caroline Gunnarson 

-Logberg-Heimskringla
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FIRST WHITE CHILD AND FIRST ICELANDIC CHILD 

BORN IN NEW ICELAND 

On October 22, 1875, the night after 
the first group of 285 Icelanders ar
rived by flatboat on the shores of Lake 
·winnipeg at ·willow Point, a baby was
born in a skin tent, sheltered by a large
white rock on the shore. The baby
was J6n 6lafur Johannson, son of Jo
hann Vilhjalmur Jonsson, and his wife
Sigric5ur 6lafsdottir, a couple who
came to Kinmount, Ontario, in 1874.
Jon is remembered as the first white
child and the first Icelandic child born
in New Iceland. He lived in Gimli all
his life, passing away in 1943, at the
age of 68. He was one of the children
stricken with smallpox in the second
vear of the settlement, and bore the
�arks of the disease all his life.

Jon 6lafur J6hannson was tradion
ally and familiarly known as "Jon a 
B6lstac5". 

Jon olafur J6hannson 

THE HOME OF STEPHAN G. STEPHANSSON AN HISTORIC SITE 

The home of Stephan G. Stephans
son, famous Icelandic poet who home
steaded in l\Iarken-ille, Alberta, has 
been designated an historic site by the 
Government of Alberta. This is the 
result of the cooperative efforts of the 
Calgary, l\Iarkerville and Edmonton 
Icelandic groups. On August 10, 1975 
the property, including the house and 
yard, was dedicated before 150 farmers 
from Iceland, the National Theatre 
group, the Glirna 11Testlers, as well as 

many Al\Jertans of Icelandic origin 
and interested community members. 
At the dedication ceremony, Gunnar 
Gu6bjartsson, formac5ur, (president) of 
the Stettasamhancl B::enda (Farmers' 
Association of Iceland), presented 
S 10,000.00 in Canadian funds, which 
is to be thed for 1 he restoration of the 
home. Ci:,]i GuZmrnnclsson, speaking 
on LehaH of the I>j6or::eknisfelag (the 
Icelandic ::\ational Lea6ue) pledged 
Sl000.00 tm1·anl the restoration. 
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Graduates and Scholarships 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

GRADUATES-OCTOBER 1975 

Master of Science 

BERGSON, Glenn Carl, B.Sc. (A.E.) 

Major-Agricultural Engineering 
Auxillary-Biochemistry. 

Bachelor of Arts 

AUGUSTSSON, Bjorg Hemmert 

GILLIS, Terrence Brian 

HJORLEIFFSON, Clive Robert 

MAGNUSSON, Helen Sylvia 

OLAFSON, Penny Lynn 

PALSSON, Gregory Larus Valdimar 

PETURSSON, Jon Barry 

SIGURDSON, Laurel Belinda 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) 

JONASSON, David Thor 
(First Class Honours) 

Bachelor of Science 

CHRISTIANSON, Carlyle Bruce 

HALLSON, Lordie Joy 

Bachelor of Home Economics 

HELGASON, Heather Lynne 

Bachelor of Music (Performance) 

ARNASON, Carolyn Leslie Rae 

Bachelor of Physical Education 

JAKOBSON, Gestur Owen 

Bachelor of Education 

ANDERSON, Lois Helen 

ISFELD, Noreen Olga 

JOHANNSON, Linda Gayle, B.A. 
(Winnipeg) 

SVEINSON, Marguerite Frances, B.A. 

Bachelor of Pedagogy 

JOHNSON, Laurence Steingrimur 
Gudni. 

* 

UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA 

1947-75 Award, Prize and Fellowship 
\Vinners 

BRANDSON, Keneva Ann 

University Gold Medal in Bachelor 
of Arts Honours. 

A Manitoba Graduate Fellowship 
for 1975-76 of $3800. 

AUSTMAN, Gary Leonard, 
University Gold Medal in Dentistry, 

The Dr. John W. Clay Medal for the 
highest overall average in the four 
years of Dentistry, 

The :MacLachlan Gold Medal for 
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proficiency in Complete Denture 

Prosthesis in the four years of 

Dentistry, 

The Dr. John Abra Scholarship in 

Orthodontics for the highest stand

ing in Fourth Year Dentistry, 

The Dr. Joseph Freeman lVI emorial 

Book Prize for highest standing 

in Oral Surgery in Fourth Year 

Dentistry. 

THORSTEINSSON, Kristjan Jon 

�Ianitoba Hydro Thesi.s Prize for 

best Graduation Thesis in Elec

trical Engineering. 

HALLGRIMSON, Vera Ann 

::\Jursing Education Alumni Associ

ation Award for high level of 

achievement in the final year of 

the Degree course in Nursing. 

PETURSSOl'\, David Philip 

E. B. Kernaghan Bursary - SMSl.97. 

* 

UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG 

DEGREES AND A WARDS 

AUTUMN, 1975 

Bachelor of Education 

OLSON, Phyllis Irene, 

Starbuck, Manitoba. 

Bachelor of Science 

OLSON, Carol Elaine, Winnipeg. 

Bachelor of Arts (Honours) 

STEFANSON, Valdimar Warren, 

·winnipeg, Manitoba

Bachelor of Arts - General 

ISFELD, Linda May, 

·winnipeg. Manitoba

JOHNSON, James Edward, 

'ffinnipeg, Manitoba 

JOH::\JSON, Kenneth Wayne, 

Winnipeg, :Manitoba 

PETERSON, Mary Teresa, 

,\-innipeg, Manitoba 

* 

ACADEMIC AW ARDS - 1974-75 

Board of Regents General Proficiency 

Scholarship 

CHRISTIANSON, Eldon Keith, B.Sc. 

\\·innipeg, Manitoba 

Mary C. Rowell Prize 

n \ VIS, Sigrid Carole, 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

First Y car Arts, Science and Education 

Board of Regents General Proficiency 

Scholarship 

EGGER TSON, Karen Gail, 

\\"innipeg, :Manitoba 

JOHNSON, Janet Linda Susan, 

,rinnipeg, Manitoba 

Entrance Awards, Arts Science and 

Education - Board of Regents 

:Entrance Scholarship 

CL.:'\:\' L\ C GSO ::\J, �Iarilyn Louise, 

\\'i,rnipeg, :\fanitoha 
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KRJ-,TJANSON, Eleanor Ruth 
\\' in:1i peg, Manitoba 

SCHCSTER, Solveig Paula, 
\\'innipeg, :\Ianitoba 

Pre-Thirties Alumni :Entrance 
Scholarship 

- - - - ----

SIGL'RDSOK '\'ade Johannes, 
Lunclar, �Janitoba 

Class og '39 Alumni :Entrance 
Scholarship 

THORLEIFSO::\J, Leonard Haney, 
Ba!dur, ,\Lmitoba 

GIMLI SAGA 

l: l: Ginili ,\-omen's Institute pre-
in 1973 a three-volume 1400-

pa:..:c l:i,tory of the Gimli Community. 
for entry in the triennial competition 
for the Lady Tweeclsmuir trophy, 
,nr:mlcd for the best community hi

ston rnrnpiled by a ,vomen's Insti
tute in Canada. This book, Gimli 
Saga. ,\'as a·\\'arded the silver trophy 
at the ::\Jational Convention in June, 
197:\. 

,\, their centennial project for the 
Centennial of New Iceland, Gimli in
cluded, the Gimli ·women's Institute 
prepared and published a revised ver
sion of Gimli Saga. This 798-page in
cludes the story of the first settlement 
of :'\ ew Iceland, in 187 5, the arrival 
of other ethnic pioneers, including the 
Fkr::iinian, Polish and many others of 

,·ariom national the growth 
oi the community, its schools, church
es, indw,lrics, .<;ports and organizations. 
Family histories arc featured promin
ently. The book is copiously illustrat
ed, ,rith about 300 pictures. 

"The Ginili Saga'' says Dr. P. H. T. 
Thorlakson in his foreword, "gives us 
a truly panoramic view of some of the 
ethnic components of our society and 
their gradual integration into the 
larger national context". 

The cost of Gimli Saga is SI0.00 and 

orders may be sent to: 

Gimli "\Vomen's Institute 
Box 1019, 
Gimli, Manitoba, 
ROC IBO 
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THE OLD SHOES 
bv Pall S. Pal,,on 

How often I've acted to vary my shoes 
As I change them, an alternate pathway to choose, 
From previous courses to swerve. 
They often have trodden through wasteland and clay, 
But their track.5 were erased with the sands of the clav, 
And each annual season advanced their clecav, · 
For their purpose was only to serve. · 

Through each stage of a lifetime the shoes take their .�tance 
As a foot lifts them up to a higher expanse 
And life's journey its value assesses. 
First the tiny babe's togs shine like exquisite gold 
As a boundless potential appears to unfold 
And the gurglings whisper of journeys untold 
From within the soft leather's caresses. 
From mother's direction the first stumbles led 
Out into the world, ·where each tentative tread 
Took their wearer on courses unknown. 
To the joyous, exuberant steps of a boy, 
To poverty, riches, to sorrow, to joy, 
To each far-off adventure that fate might employ 
To fashion the seed it had sown. 
The shoes of the shepherd boy add to the store, 
So limber it seems they could easily soar 
Far over the mountainous passes. 
Though often ornate, they're a commonplace thing 
With their broken thongs quickly replaced with a strino-, 
Though their wearer may squirm with embarrassment's �ting 
Should he meet up with one of the lasses. 
The cumbersome clods for the catechist's school 
Though serviceable, were an ill-fitting tool 
To drag me to altars of learning. 
Many questions I asked, but few answers returned 
As I went through the forms; mighty little I learned. 
'Twas too early, I felt, ·wise man's place to be earned, 
Though I still felt a vague, empty yearning. 
To mark confirmation, in beauty I'm shod 
·with feathers and toe-guards bedecking each clod
As protection from lava and frost.
In man's walk of life oYer forest and shale
There are hazards against which the will must prenil,
But the self-willed and .stubborn are certain to fail
As down into the abyss they're tossed.
Then the shoes of the scholar my closet adorn, 
Though it's hard to perceive that they've ever been ,\"Orn, 
With their heel and toe likewise unmarred. 
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·with their more active comrades, neglected they sit,
Unconcerned about whether or not they will fit -
Their thoughts for the present, they care not a bit
Though the past left their bottoms unscarrecl.
The slippers intended for ballroom and dance,
For gaiety, rapture, for song and romance,
Are shone to a brilliant sheen.
So supple and light, no encumberance are they;
But they're too, weak for work, only fashioned for play.
·when the music has stopped, quite forgotten thev stay,
A.ncl there's nothing to mark where they}ve been. · 

Of less beauty but far more endurance, the shoes 
Of the ,rnrkman sit waiting. They've nothing to lose. 
For they know they'll be needed once more. 
Though shoddy and ·worn, they're a thing to respect, 
For in faithful endeavor and toil thev were wrecked. 
And calamity's shadow they've helped to deflect, 
As they built up their wearer's small store. 
The emigrant shoes must be washed, cleaned and dyed, 
For they carried me far o'er the ocean's vast tide, 
And their seams must be sturdy and tight. 
Though with high hopes I came to a new virgin land, 
Seeking fortune and wealth from its unending strand, 
I've but little to hold in mv toil-calloused hand 
Nm1· that morning has faded to night. 
The ,redding shoes here I like best of them all. 
For they speak of emotions my heart to enthrall 
And ont on a bright road they took me. 
O'er lava and gravel, o'er sheer stony hill, 
The obstacles ·waned as they bore me at will 
011 a journey through bliss that's continuing still 
For its excelknce never forsook me. 
The funeral shoes lie in somhre estale 
Ancl tell of the losses a merciless fate 
Brings to all without any remission. 
It seems thev arc scarred with the moisture of tears 
As loved ones are lost with the pas.oing of years 
And it seems that the stab of bereavement still sears 
.\ncl embeds itself in their condition. 
The homecoming shoes beckon often to me 
To don them and roam back to fond memon
That no trouble or sorrow can sever. 
Thev'll earn· me back to the scenes I love best, 
·where with1 loving compassion I'll always be blessed. 
So I'll tie up their thongs as the sun meets the west 
Ancl embark on my final endeavor. 

41 

Translated lw Margret Geppert and Art Reykdal 
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The Battle 
. 

. 

�-,--:;;. 

� of the Sexes ,,..C 

An .\ddre.,s delivered ,\pril l'.'.. 1975 by Hnmcl Skulason al the 

Icelandic Canadian Banquet and D:rnce 

Ii1ten1atio11al \rornen'., Year being 
declared bv the Cnited :'\ations has 
prompted ,:'he Icelandic Canadian Club 
to have a ,roman speak at this ,\nnual 
Dinner and Dance, an en:nt, unheard 
of in the '.'.5-year hislory of this organ
ization. \\'hen I accepted the honour 
of speaking here tonight I did not 
knm1- this. Knowing it nm1·, I see that 
it is presumpl!:uous of me to think that 
I can offer you anything to compare 
with the master-speakers of the past. 
But being only a woman I know that 
not too much will be expected. 

I have decided to call this "The 
Battle of the Sexes". It -will only be 
a ramble about a subject so yast, that 
hundred.<; of books and articles lrnYe 
been wriuen about its various aspects 
and from diverse points of view. "Fools 
rush in where angels fear to tread". 

Ever .<;ince Eve tempted Adam, this 
battle has been raging. It is not a 30-
year war nor even a 100-year war - but 
an everlasting war, to continue until 
the encl of time. ;\fan has ever been 
fleeing from the fetters that the Joye 
of a woman has imposed upon him, 
fleeing the responsibilities of home 
making, expecting the woman to stay 
at home to do the humdrum things, 

,,-hile ha\ing the ad\·entun: o; : ·· 
the world in his own superi, wav. 
Seeing the chaos our ,rnrld i, 
one sorot of ,1-onders ... 

l hope no one expects an ,:,mg 
,peech because the subject i, :,_bout 
,rnme11. ReYie,1-ing the histon Dast 
agc.s one cannot find much for 
laughter in women's struggle - :::cog-
nition as human beings, nor the 
recounting o[ atrocities conuuitted 
against "-omen make a preuy ,,;peech. 
Edmund Burke once wrote ".\ woman 
is but an animal, and not an �t1,imal 
of the highest order." BernarJ_ Shaw 
improyed a bit on that by saying "\\'o
men .. . othe female of the 1,uman 
species and not a diHerent kim'; an
imal''. Statements like these, .,.,omen 
had to contend with and disprove over 
the ages. However, through the years 
,rnmen have upheld their statu-c. .\1-
t hough they may haYe remained in 
men's shadmr they have also been the 
mo•tivation behind their endea:rnurs. 
The Icelandic sagas give amp;e ?roof 
of this. \Ve have such women a,, Berg
J>{ira and Hallgerour in Njals �.1ga, 
Cuc'irun ()syifsd6ttir in Laxd.I'.:.0-, Auor 
in Cisla saga and many, man'> c,thers 
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all playing a great part in the destiny 
of their men. 

It is not my intention to give a hi
storical account of women through the 
centuries but to mention only a few 
significant events concerning our Ice
landic women in Iceland and Man
itoba. This being our 100th anniversary 
in the proyince it is fitting to recall 
the baules that our women fought to 
gain recognition. 

The bittere.<;t battle to draw atiten
tion to ithe fact that women were no 
longer satisfied with their lot, ,ms the 
suffrage movement. A battle fought in 
every country of ithe world, lasting 
many decades and still not ,rnn in 
some countries. The first countrie.<; to 
giYe women the vote were New Zeal
land, in 1893, Finland, 1906, Norway 
1907, Denmark and Iceland 1915, 
Great Britain, 1918, and United States 
in 1920. 

\Ve can be proud of the fact that 
Icelandic women played such an ac
tive part in this struggle both in Ice
land and l\Ianiitoba. It was ho,wever, a 
man who first publicly sparked the 
movement in Iceland - there was of 
cour.<;e a woman in the background. 
The newspaper Fjallkonan, carried 
an article by its editor Valdimar As
mundsson, in the .January issue, 1885, 
called, "The Rights of Women". In 
June of the same year, the first article 
written by a woman appeared in "Fjall
konan" entitled "Education and rights 
of ,rnni.en", signed "By a young girl in 
Reykjavik". The first lecture was del
ivered in December, 1887, and later 
reprinted under the title "The first 
lecture by a woman in Iceland." Both 
the lecture and article were written by 
Briet Bjarnhe5insd6ttir, who could be 
called the Nellie McClung of Iceland. 
Briet later became the wife of \'aldi
mar Asmundsson, testifying to the fact 
thait a man and a woman can work to-

gether both at home and in .public 
life when prejudice is not involved. 

In 1895 the "Women's Magazine", 
(Kvennablaoio) was established in Ice
land, with Briet as its editor. She was 
also firstt president of the Society for 
the Emancipation of '\Vomen, which 
,ras founded in 1907 for the purpose 
of joining the International '\Voman 
Suffrage A.lliance. I have only men
tioned here the leader of the movement 
in Iceland. Hut, behind the leader 
.,•tood the united ,rnrkers, playing their 
part in the struggle. During these year, 
the women were not only ·working for 
political privileges but also for equal
ity of educational opportunities and 
,rnrking righots. So the battle ,1·ent on 
and ,1·omen were no longer considered 
on a ]eye! ,rith the animals hut men\ 
equals in mam- respects. Some clay foll 
recognition will be won. 

\Vhile our sisters in Iceland ,1-ere 
fighting for their rights, om Icelandic 
women here in :\Ianitoba were ,,·aging 
their mrn hai:tlcs strongly supported 
by their men. From pioneer clays the 
men felt that their women had fought 
ffith them in the battle for sun·ival 
and 11·ere entitled to have a say in the 
running of the country that 'they hacl 
helped to build. 

The part that our Icelandic ,rnmen 
plaved in the suffrage movement is 
summarized in Catherine Lyle Clever
clon's book "The Suffrage ::\fovement 
in Canada'' and I quote: "�Ianitoba 
,\'as the first province in Canada to 
grant full political privileges to wo-
1nen." 

The movement in Manitoba began 
early. For the firs11: faint stirrings it is 
necessary to go back to the beginning 
of the 1890's when a group of Iceland
ic women founded the pioneer suffrage 
organi1ation in the province, and for 
that 111at•ler in the entire west. The 
actual date o[ the society's birth is not 
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known but it grew and prospered and 
was later followed by other Icelandic 
groups including both men and wo
men. Although they sometimes collab
orated with English-speaking groups •in 
delegations to the government they 
carried on their own campaign for a 
quarter of a century by frequent peti
tions to the legislature and through 
articles in the Icelandic press. Their 
outstanding leader and editor was 
Mrs. Margret Benedictson who carried 
on a sporadic correspondence with Dr. 
Stowe-Cullen and other Toronto suf
fragists. 

As a mauer of interest I have looked 
up particulars about the above men
tioned society and have come to the 
conclusion that :.\Irs. Cleverdon must 
be talking about the Icelandic vVo
men's Society, founded in 1881. Al
though its constitution is lost, women\ 
rights must have been on the agenda 
because in January, 1890, articles ap
peared in Heimskringla with the head
ing ":.\Lilefni kvenna" (The affairs 0£ 
,rnmen). In brackets under the head
ing, in Icelandic is (Under the auspices 
of the Icelandic vVomen's Society in 
·winnipeg). The first article is called
"Hvi)t" (The Spur) and is signed
with the initials G.J.E. Several articles
appear signed R. J. (likely Rebekka
Johnson) .J. J. and A. I>. Eldon. Einar
Hjiirleifsson Kvaran opened an attack
on the Aid in Logberg, with the head
in,'.:(· "Kvennfelagio" denouncing the
11·omen for daring to write such articles,
11·hich in his estimattion were far from
heing masterpieces in literature ancl
onlv deserved to be called nonsense
(rugl). Heimskringla also got its share
of abuse for allowing the articles to be
published. Anyone interested in read
ing the articles can find them in these
papers starting on January 16, 1890.
:\Irs. Benedictsson's "Freyja" does not
start i11:s publication until 1898 and the

suffrage societies after that date and 
these events have all been written 
aboul!: before. 

. .\lthough I have concentrated on 
the battle of the suffrage movement, 
,vhich to me was our women's greatest 
public achievement, I am well aware 
of the other contributions made to our 
Icelandic communities. Were it not 
for our women's groups there probably 
would have been few churches. It was 
through the work of the Ladies Aids 
that sufficient money was raised to 
keep the churches going. They laid 
the foundation for establishing the 
Betel Home and founded 'two youth 
camps both at Hnausa and Husavik. 
The 11·omen standing behind all these 
accomplishments are too numerous to 
mention though every society has had 
i'l:s leaders. Were I to start naming 
names the list would be a long one and 
most of you are more familiar with 
them than I am. In addition to all 
the:,e undertakings we have many 
prominent women in the professions, 
such as: teachers, nurses, doctors, social 
,rnrkers, business women, artists, sing
·er.,, writers, editors, lawyers and even
politiciam. I feel that I should men-
11:ion our only Icelandic ·woman mem
ber in the legislative assembly, the late
Salome Halldorsson - a teacher of
excellent repute and a .specialist in the
teaching of 11:he French language. Many
of us might not have shared her poli
tical views, but that does not detract
from her distinction of having been
the onlv Icelandic woman to sit in the
:\fanitoba legislature, from 1936-1941.

The battle for equality still goes on
todav and ,\'ill continue tomorrow
with ''Raut'5sokkur" in Iceland and
,\·omen's Lib in Canada fighting for
the parity in wages between the sexes.
But. the law of nature dictates that
the one cannot survive without the
other.
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So far I have only touched on the 
battles but I ,rnuld be remiss if I did 
not mention the non-battles, the work
ing tog·ether of the sexes. The all im
portant struggle for the building of 
a home. The building of our Canadian 
society is our best example. How the 
pioneer man ancl 1\·oman "worked to
gether to build the country goes down 
in history as a great achie;-ement and 
the credit is divided equally between 
them. The men and ,romen of yester 
year,:, today, and tomorro,1·, in spite of 
'their cliffercnces, have ,rnrked together 
to build their homes and rear their 
children. Robert Burton expressed the 
se1,timent in these words "No hap
piness is like unto ill:, no loYC so great 

as that of man and wife, no such com
fort as a s,veet wife." 

Looking back over the past hundred 
;:ears ,\'e can see how much our Ice
landic women haYe achieved and the 
next century will carry 'them to great
er and greater achievements and they 
,l'ill, in spite of battles, still be their 
men's greatest inspiration and be to 
them as Lord Byron so frequently ex

pressed it: 

"Be Lhou the rainbcn,· to the storms 
of life, 

The evening beam that smiles 11:he 
clouds ai•,ay 

;md tints tomorrow ,1·ith prophetic 
rays" 

A TRIKVTE TO ::VHSS SIGRIDURHJAR TARSON on her retirement 
z;s ::',fat,cm of Betel Home, Gimli 

The following excerpt from "a letter 
from the Howards", in the Lake Centre 
:Xev,s, pays a 11·ell-deserved tribute to 
:'.\Iiss Sigridur Hjartarson on her re
tirement as Matron of Betel Home, 
Gimli, l\Ianitoba. 

"Another change is corning to Gimli, 
in the retirement of Miss Sigridur 
Hjartarson a,5 matron of the Betel 
Home. Sigga has been a staff member 
for more years than we can recall, and 
Matron since 1935. Her kind, mother
ly manner to the residents, and her 

dedication, will not soon be forgotten. 
She has been on call twenty-four hours 
a clay during all those years, and even 
after she moved into a home of her 
011·11, she would respond o calls at anv 
hour of the night when someone was 
ill. She took her own free time to drive 
residents to vVinnipeg for medical 
treatments, and many a time she has 
giYen up pleasures to attend to their 
needs. ·we know the residents of Betel 
will retain their affection for Sigga 
even though she is not with them 
now." 
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The Canadian Heart Foundation 

The Canadian Heart Foundation at 
its annual meeting in ·winnipeg in 
October, 1974, launched a nationwide 
campaign aimed at saying more lives 
among the great number of people 
,uflering from hear'i: attacks. There 
·were numerous distinguished guest
speakers at the meeting and papers
presented and discussions were illumin
ating.

Hearl disease and stroke arc the na
tions �umber One Killer and Disabler,
the biggest plague since the Black
Death. There arc an awrage of 100,000
coronary infarctions among 22,000,000
Ca11adians, yearly. ,\bout :i0.000 of the
Yictims die.

Camcs of heart attack are seyeral.
Jmportant facLors arc cigare'lte smok
ing, diet with high a11imal fat or chol·
est-erol content, cwerweight, lack of
regular exerci.,e, and stress.

. \ ,uney of teenagers rcn:als early
danger signs:

Ii() percent smoke. 
;;o percent have high cholesterol. 
:lO percent are obese. 
20 percent have high blood pressure. 

Obesity is an important cause; 60 per•• 
cent of the Canadian population over 
forty years of age are obese. 
S-;;;;;king is an important cause. '.\Ialc 
smokers between the ages of 35 to :i·l 
are ten time.s more susceptible to heart 
attacks than non-smoking counterparts. 
Stress. Dr. Selye illustrated the harm
fol effects of stress. 
Diet. The typical Canadian diet is high 
in .�atura-ted fat and cholesterol. 

Lack of exercise is an important factor. 
.-\ny organ vegetates if it is not used. 

ln addition to the tragedy of deaths, 
heart disease is expensive in Canada;
the economic loss it causes is estimated 
at one billion dollars yearly. 

Canadians are near the top of ithe na
tions with the highest risk of heart at
tack in the world. 

The remedies stressed are as follow.s. 
Diet offers one ol the major methods 

of prevention and treatment. Eat lean 
meat, fish, vegetables ancl fresh fruits, 
and skimmed milk ,d1cnever possible. 
eake, boil, roast or broil instead of 
deep-fat frying. Understandably, a re
duced intake is indicated in many cases. 

Exercise is absolutely necessary. 
'.\fake exercise an ingrained habit. A 
brisk walk daily is an easy and econom
ical all-weather way. Swimming and 
jogging are excellent heart condition
ers. 

Immediate at'tention in the case of 
heart attack is important. Act quickly. 
The first four hours are the most 
cri·tical. :\Iortality rate in hospitals ha.s 
been reduced from 30 percent to 10-11 
percent. 

The Heart Foundation is perhaps 
the numher one defence against heart 
cfocase. The Canadian Heart Found
:: t ion recciYed from public campaigns 
and other sources in 1974, $7,240,000. 
Since 1 r,,-;G, 'the Foundation has .spent 
111on· tbn S3?i,000.000 on Canadian 
li c:1 rt rc,earch. 

The \I:mitoba Heart Foundation 
ho<c·, 1 the rneeting·. -W.K. 
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Some Place-Name Legends 

by Christopher S. Hale 

(University of Alberta) 

SiL .� legends are conneated with 
defini:e places, there is oEten a cor

between legends and 
place na:ncs. A place name will fre
qent:\ contain a word referring to 
somr: ,upernatural being associated 
,1·ith i:, or a place may be named after 
some :>erson rco ,rhorn something has 

there. Furthermoee, many 
narnc,. ,d1ile not actually containing 
such c::emcnts, ,fill sometimes have a 
legeml linked to them. 

Jn this article I should like to ex
amine :, fe11· 1nmes from Oxnadalur. 
in 110nhcrn Iceland near the city or 
, \kureyri, along ·with their legend:,, 
and compare some of these legends 
,,,ith ,i1nilar tales and tradiitions found 
in oth,:r p;trts of Iceland and in Nor-
11-ay.

T,·,o ,rnnls in Icelandic for sp1nts
or non-human beings are a.Hur ('elf') 
and huldufolk ('hidden people'). The.,e 
two words usually refer to the same 
beings. but certain Icelandic tales tell 
of these people preferring the name 
huldufolk as when one of them made 
the remark. "Vio hulduf6lk erum ekki 
meiri :ilfar en l)io mennirnir," ('\Ve 
hidden pepople are no more elves than 
you human heings,') to a certain wo
man. The traditional account of the 
origin of the huldufolk over all of 
Scandinavia is as follow.s. Once God 
visited Adam and Eve, and he asked 
them to show him what they did. They 
showed him everything including their 
children. but some of them ithey had 

hidden away because they had not 
been washed. God knew this, though, 
and said, "That which i.s hidden to 
me shall be hidden to men." Thus the 
descendants of ithese children became 
the "hidden people", and men can 
never see them unless they permit 
thcmselyes to be seen.2 

The two place names in Oxnadalur 
which contain the words a.Hur anrl 
huldufolk are AHaborg ('fortress of 
ilhe elves') and Huldufolkskirkja
('church ol the hiclclen people'). Alfa
borg is a very common place name in
Iceland, and in the case of Oxnaclaur 
it refers to a series of cliffs. Since elves 
and lmidufolk lead a life very similar 
to the one humans do, it is quite na
tural that they should have their own 
dwelling places, and Alfaborg is one 
of them, according to the people of 
the valley. That they al.so had churches 
is witnessed by Huldufolkskirkja which 
is a large stone on one of the farms. It 
is said 'that many people have heard 
singing coming from this .stone while 
passing by it during the evening. Two 
other names of d·welling places of elves 
are Ba�stofa ('bathhouse') and Kirkju
klettur ('church cliff',) both of which 
are cliffs. 

Legend., about utbur5ur ('the ex

posing of children') are quite com
mon both in Iceland and in Norway. 
These legends are generally about un
married mothers who expose their 
children to ayoid .shame, but since 
this was strictly against the teachings 
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of the church, such \1·omen could be 
severely punished if found out. 
People would oftentimes think they 
heard the cries of these dead children 
in the momKains or in forests because 
thev had died ·without bein� christen
ed., To quiet these chi1 clren, anYone , , might declare them christened on 1the 
spot by uttering some formula such 
as this one from Norway: 

"Eg clo;·per deg pa YOH 

an ten Sif�urcl eger Jon." 
('I christen you either Sigurd or .Jon 
in the hope that thi, ·will quiet you')3. 

Freq1:ently such a child ,rnutd cal1 

out the na1nc of its 1nother, and a per
son liaving testified to hearing this was 
once enough to condemn a youn;; 
girl. 

,-\. legend abou(c utburc)ur 1s behind 
the n,:me Johom,ukinn ('mountain 
slope of J6hanna') . .', r;irl lYy the name 
of J6h,m1n exposed her child at that 
place, and the crying of a cl1 i �d used 
to be able to be heard there. Pcs,ibiy 
also assocfa'l.cd Y,ith {ithurflur is the 
legend behind Kristinargrund (gruml 
'gras.,y, flat land'). Herc is believed to 
be the grayc of a certain Kristin ·who 
accm·diEg to a legend committed 
suicide after having borne a child by 
her brother, though whether or not 
she committed {ithuri'iur is not told. 
The legend says ithat a farmer once 
cut hav on Kristin's gran: and a[tcr
wards fell asleen ther;. In his dreams 

1 

a woman came to him and angrily told 
him that he would get no profit owt 
of having cut grass over her grave. 
Shortly aftcn\·ards many of the farm
er's sheep died from an unknown 
plague, and since then this land has 
never been hayed. This fear of ·the 
power that the dead have over the 
living is also reflected in the name 
Inguklettur ('Inga's Cliff'). Long ago 
a little girl named Inga wandered up 
into the mountains while tending 

sheep and fell from the cliff. :So�.· this 
place is believed to be haunted 1),, her 
, piri t. 

Ski:n1}clr{tttargj�i ('raYine of the 
dragging of skins') has for i1s back= 
grotnHl a legend concerning I>orgeirs
toli. ,\ccorcling to fol:.;. talcs Porgeirs
boli is a lJ1dl, either 0""�\'"11·2d by a cer
tain I)orgeir

,. or else it is I)org·cir hi1n
,,cJ in a bull's shape, ,·:h:ch o[�r-:1 ap
peared in northern Iceland in the days 
jnst h�forc the Black Dea1th in the 
J'1d1 cc;1tury. lt 1rZ1 1; regarclcci as an 
0111c11 forchodin;{ eviL -rhis hull had 
a Ycry strange hide hecav_�e it hung 
clc,rn l'i on1 both sides c£ i�s f.an1;s and 
dr<tg:-':cd on the grountl. 1_-\\'0 ghost', 
or spirits ca] led J\I()ri and Skotta each 
rod� on Lhis hide, being ptdled all 
orci· the 11ofthcrn part of the C\-::_tntrY 
on i1:_. 4 �11r,posedly, then: l)Or6cirsboli 
h<tppcactl at one tin1e to con1c_· thi-ough 
this rayine, ancl that is how Skinn• 
dr{1tt:1rgj.i got itts nan1e. :\fore plobably

J 

llo1\·c�,,e1·, sorn::�n1c u,:Jcd to h�1yc th(: 
1)0.�;it cL dra.�\.:2)11g· good-:; on s\�in� in
;1 :,:�1lt of a s!ecl throu�h the rz::vinc, a
cL:stom which formerly ·was !lot un•
con1:110:1

J 
especially in ,rinter. lt is not

unusua: that the origi 1.1al n1c?�i:i!1g of
a place na1nc has b(.:en lo;)L �-:i!d that a
1�ew legend is cre,Vced to explain it.

,\ curse is connected with Hrauns
yati:, a lake near the farn1 I-lraun 
/\101,y �tretch'), bcc;msc o[ the roor 
i::,hiug tlLcrc. It is said -that t,vo sisters 
JiyJ::g- on t,\�O different farn1s, each 
Yiiih its own lake, had a quarrel about 
fishing riQhts. The sister who owned 
Hraui'isva��1 refused Ito allow the other 
one to fd1 there. Thus the l:,.tter 
pL,cccl a curse on Hraunsvatn that 
there ·would ahrays be bad luck and 
less connec<ted with it. 

There are several places in bxna• 
dalur that are named after people 
mentioned in historical records or 
sagas. The farm Geirhildargar<'5ur
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('Geirhildur's farm') is named after a 
Geirhildur ,rho is mentioned in Land
namabok, the Icelandic book of settle
ments. She was supposed to be yersecl 
in magic, but no legends seem to re
main today concerning her.5 In the 
upper part of Oxnaclalur is Sorlaholl
('hill of Sbrli') where it is claimed that 
S6rli the Strong is buried who wa, 
slain by 1>6ri'5ur the Figlvter in the Saga 
Age. That Siirli 11·as killed by I>6rf5r at 
Lurkasteinn in Oxnadalur is docu
mented by I>orf5ar saga hreou,6 but 
recent excantions at Sorlaholl hay� 
failed to unco\'cr any remnants of a 
gra,e. Thus �his legend possibly be
longs to tradition and not to historical 
fact. Gvendarbrunnur ('Gullmundur's 
Spring;) is named after a certain well
knmrn bishop ,1"110 died in 1237. This 
spring was supposedly blessed by this 
bishop, for its ,rn•,ers arc m1w,ually 
s11·el't. The name GYenclarlJrunnur oc

curs all oYcr Icelancl7, and the legend 
behind it is probably related to similar 
ones in :\'onray about St. Ola\· ,1'110 on 
hi� wanderings would stop to take a 
drink out of a well. After those Yisits 
these wells would contain very good 
water. 

Other historical place-name legends 
have to do with Kaupmannspollur
('merchant's pool'), Vigholar ('battle 
hills') and J>r.etutunga (disputed tongue 
of land'). Concerning the name Kaup
mannspollur it is said that a merchant 
rode his horse accidentally into this 
pool and drowned. Vigholar is tra
ditionally 'the place where Viga-Glumr 
of Viga-Glums saga fought one of hi, 
enemies, and supposedly several war
riors arc buried here. Nowhere in the 
sagas, howeycr, is there mention of 
such a place. ,\ny place name which 
has the firsl element })ta".ta ('struggle, 
dispute') i, generally a piece of land 
whose ownership has been ques'l:ion
able. Such a piece of land is J>r.etu•

tunga, a name which is quite common 
on the borderlands of farms in Ice
land. No definite legend concerning· 
any of the J>r.etutungur in Oxm.dalur 
seems to have suryi\,ed. 

Legends often grow up around a 
place to explain some peculiarity ol 
the landscape, the natural cause of 
which people did not understand. 
Such is the case ,rith the t,rn farm, 
Erga and Orree in J.:eren, �orwav. 
These t11·0 farms are quirte clo,e to
gether, but Erga has a great many 
,tones on it while Orrc has none. To 
explain this phenomenon, which "·e 
know today as probably being , :rnsed 
by glacial action, people in J,e old 
days did it this waY. There ,,·e:·c once 
t,\-� "iants, the le�end savs, each of 

b lJ J 

,d1om liyed on one of the�e ;:,nn,. 
One day theY ,rished to haYe :i contest 
to sec �rhicl; of them ,rnuld ge'!: up 
earliest in the morning. The tir,t one 
to o-et up ,ra, to start thrm1·in2: stones 
o\ l:�. to the other one's fan1: 1.d1crc 
they were to remain lying. 101 11:he 
other giant wa, not allowed to :hrow 
them back. This was 1\·hat happened, 
and since the �iant from Orre v:on, 
d1is explains ,rhy there arc more 
stones at Erga and none at Orre. 3 

The legend behind Skessusteinn 
('troll 1\·om,m's stone') in ()x1::1cblur 
tries to explain a similar phenomenon 
as the one on J.:ercn. for this ,tone is 
situated alone out in the middle ot a 
lannyarcl. , \ccording to Viga-Glums 
saga when Viga-Glfonr lived the 
!arm called I>verbrekka9, a wo-
man wished to irk him and according-1' 
made a snide remark. ,vhen he did 
not pay any attention to her, ,he :nade 
this sr.:one tumble down from the diff 
above into the yard of the farm. An
other lone stone in the middh: or a 
field is Grylusteinn ('giant woman',; 
stone'). I have not been able ito dis
cover any legend concerning thi, ,tune. 
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but undoubtedly a similar incident 
happened with it as happened with 
Skessusteinn. 

The two words skessa and gryla arc 
rather interesting because they exist 
almost exclusively in Iceland. A skessa 
is a troll woman of sorts, belonging to 
that race of supernatural beings which 
could be classified under the general 
heading of "troll". Trolls are normally 
large and rather malicious, though 
quite stupid and easily outwitted. 
, Vhereas the hulduf6lk were readily 
believed in, trolls belonged almost ex
clusively to the world of fantasy and 
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bygone days. Legends and stories con
cerning skessur are very numerous in 
Iceland, but in Norway there are very 
few instances where a skjessa is men
tioned, and she seems to be almosll: 
synonymous with a troll. The word 
gryla exists only in Iceland and must 
have some connection with the verb 
gryla ('to roar, bellow'). Stories about 
the Gryla are no longer current, but 
they are mentioned in older literature, 
and she a,ppears to be a member of 
the troll family who steals children. 1 □ 

The following have for their first 
elements the names of people. �or ex-
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ample, l>orkelsnes ('I>orkell's ness') is 
named after a young boy, I�orkell Pals
son, who in the previous century was 
a shepherd there. He had a falling
out ,vith 11:he farmer for whom he work
ed, and the farmer beat him to death. 
In order to cover up the killing, it was 
reported that I>orkell had losil: his way 
one night in the fog while he was 
tending sheep and hacl an accident be
cause he was not ·watching ·where he 
,,·as going. Both I>orgnyjarskei6 (I>or
gnyr's cliff wall') and I>orgnyjarskal 
('I,orgnyr's depression') are named 
after a lit'l:le girl who fell from this 
clil f and 11·as later found deacl in the 
depression below. Skiilaklettur ('Skt'di\ 
cliff) is named after a young boy who 
11·ent out and hung himself by his 
trouser suspenders on a pinnacle jut
ting ou't from this cliff. I>orbjarnar
tunga ('I,orbjcSrn's tongue of land') is 
named after a stallboy who in the olcl 
days went up to the cow barn one 
,nowy evening to milk. On bis 11·a\· 
hack to the farm he los'I: his ,my. He 
11·a, not found until quite a while 
later on this tongue of land, still hold
ing both his milking pails. 

FOOTNOTES 

There are several other place names 
in 0xnardalur which have personal 
names for their first elements, but the 
legends behind them have been !Jost in 
the course of time. These are Bjarnar
kofi ('BjcSrn's hut'), Ingveldarfonn
( 'Jngveldur'� snowfield' ), Jonsger6i
('J6n"s fenced-in land'), Randverskinn
( "Randver's slope' ), Skjaldarstaoir
('SkjiSld's farm'), Steinsstaoir ('Steinn's 
farm'), and I>oroarger<'li ('I>orour's 
fenced-in land'). 

Undoubtedly many more legends 
·were once current in Oxnadalur than
these. Due to the tendency, though,
of the population to move to the cities,
many of the old farmsteads are now
deserted and their legends forgotten.
\\That with such modern innovations
as radio and television, new forms of
cntertainmentt are replacing the old
pastime of story-telling. Thus if one
11·ere to travel to any part of Iceland
a generation from now, there would
probably be almost no one 'there who
could remember any of the old legends
first-hand. The same thing is happen
ing all m·er Scandinavia, and therefore
it is .-ery important to collect these
legend, before they disappear forever.

J 611 Aruason, 1slenzkar ]>j<'>c)sogur og .evintyri, Reyk j,n ik: 1956-G l, rnl. 1. p. �l 
2 Arnason, I, 7. 
3 Norsk folkedikting, Det norskc samlegt, Olso: 1%3, p. 81. 
4 Amason, I, 334-338. 
s "Geirhildr hct f_iblkunnig kona og meinsbm." ("Geirhildr was the name of 

an evil woman versed in magic.') Landnamabok, CCXXV. 
s l>orifar saga hreou, XXII. 
7 Cf., Gbsta Franzen, Laxd�labygdens ortnam, Skrifter utgivna av Kungl. 

Gustav Adolfs Akademien, Uppsala: 1964, p. 91. 
a Olav T. Beito, Norske malforetekster, Cniwrsitetsforlaget. Oslo, 1963. 

pp. Nl-242. 
9 Viga-Glums saga, XXVI. 
10 Cf., Arnason, I, 207-210. 
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SEAS ON'S GREETINGS 

JOHN V. SAMSON INSURANCE AGENCY 

� 

GENERAL AGENT FOR 
AUT□ PAC AND FIRE INSURANCE 

868 ARLINGTON STREET 
PHONE Bus. 774-2651 

RES. 772-2270 

R\ROLD S. SIGURDSON,
ICELANDIC CONSUL IN

VANCOUVER, B. C. 
Harold S. Sigurdson, formerly ol 

Rin,non and ·winnipeg, Manitoba, 
ha, been appointed Icelandic Consul 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. He 
st,cceeds the late :\Ir. John Sigurdson 
in the post. 

Un graduation as a chartered ac
rnun�ant he entered the service of 
Dunwood and Company of Fort \Vil
liam, Ontario. He saw service with 
the Royal Canadian Air Force in the 
years 1939 to 1945. 

In 1960. Dunwood and Company 
posted him to Vancouver, and he is 
now a partner in the firm there. 

:\Ir. Sigurdson is the son of the late 
.\Ir. and Mrs. Sigurbjorn Sigurdson, 
formerly of Riverton and \Vinnipeg. 
He is married; his wife is the former 

JEFF SAMSON 

AGENT 

:\orma Benson of "\\"innipeg. They 
h:n·e four children. 

* 

ERIC STEFANSON APPOINTED 

TO :i\-L\:NITOBA ENVIRON

:\IENT AL COUNCIL
Mr. Eric Stefanson, General Manager 

ol the Interlake Development Corp., 
ha, been appointed to the Environ
mental Council of :\fanitoba. J\Ir. Stel
an.,on's appointment 11·ill be for a two 
year term. 

* 

Don \\'. Axford, formerly of "\Vin
nipeg, has been re-appointed chairman 
of the board of Lutheran Life Insur
ance Society, Calgary. Mr. Axford has 
also been appointed chairman of the 
British Society, Calgary. He is a direc
tor and vice-president and director of 
:\Iobile Oil of Canada. 

TED AXFORD AD SERVICES 
IDENTIFICATION PRODUCTS 

LET US PUT YOUR NAME OR LOGO ON 
BADGES - BUTTONS - DECALS - PINS 

ADVERTISING SPECIAL TIES 
KNOW HOW AND SERVICE PHONE OR WRITE TED 

273 SACKVILLE STREET - WINNIPEG R3J 127 
PHOl'JE 888-6769 
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IMPRESSIONS □ F AN AUDIENCE

John S. Matthiasson 

A man sat in front of us at the theatre. 
\Ve had come to watch a Spanish dance company 
Bring the stage to life, 
A.nd we were not disappointed. 
\Ve were inspired by their inspiration. 
The colors, movement and sound 
Filled all of us with a stirring of passion. 

The man sitting in front of us was grey. 
He sat beside his wife and son. 
The wife was dumpy and looked dull 
The son looked to them for understanding 
Of the images before him. 

WINTER 1975 

I watched the man in wonder, 
Ouestioning why he found interest 
I� the controlled abandonment of Andalusian dancers 

The male dancers were virile and yet supple, 
A,5 they moved their feet and bodies 
In rapid response to the castanets, 
And the erotic patterns created by the guitars, 
And the sound of their own feet, 
"\,Vhich formed a staccato accompaniment 
To the background sounds. 
The women were desirable in their 
Close-fitting dresses which ended in huge flounces. 

The man in front of us clapped, 
Even in his grey fashion. 
As my wife and I left the theatre 
Walking to our car through 
The flotsam of a skid-row, 
We saw the grey man and his wife and child. 
They danced along the street, 
Snapping their fingers as if they were castants, 
And singing Ole. 
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BRANDSON BROS. LTD.
Lathing and Drywall Contractors 

109 KANE AVENUE - WINNIPEG, MAN. R3J 2N8 
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NORTH STAR CO-OP 

CREAMERY &: CHEESE PLANT 

ASS'N LTD. 

NORTH STAR FOOD LOCKERS 

Makers of Canada First Grade Butter 

Ymest Bacon, Harn and Mutton Curing 

and Smoking 

ARBORG. MANITOBA R0C 0A0 

Creamery 3i6-5562 Lock.er !176-2507 

PHONE 774-1176 

ftom 
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CAMPBELL SHARP NASH & FIELD 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 

415 - 305 BROADWAY AVE. -:- WINNIPEG, MAN. R3C DR9 

PHONE 942-8411 

RAYMOND B. VOPNI, C.A. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

GRETTIR'S SAGA 

Translated by Denton Fox ancl 
Hermann PAlsson. 

Cni,·er,itv of Toronto Press (197°1), 
pp. XIII. ancl 199 with illustrations 
and maps. Price: S3.00. 

Crettir's Sa/-\a is among the best
known Sagas of the Icelanders (1slend
ing-asii<:;m). Because of his shrewdne�s 
a1;�l r'.ire physical ;>ttributes the 11th 
century protagoni,t of the saga has 
remained one of Iceland's celebrated 
folk heroes. Every Icelander knows 
something about Grettir the Strong. 
Huge boulders knmrn as Grettir's lifts 
(gret tisliik or grettishiif) are scattered 
all over Iceland. Grettir is said to have 
tos,ed these rocks about at one time 
or another. Therefore they commemor
ate his .superhuman strength. In read
ing Grettir's Saga one is neverthel-es, 
reminded of the fact that mental and 
physical prowess may not bring good 
luck. The life of our hero was indeed 
frought with disaster. Having spent 
nineteen years of his life as an out
law, he was killed by ruthless enemies 
who used witchcraft and other devious 
means to achieve their end. 

The reader may wonder if Grettir'3 
misfortunes ·were indeed ordained by 
fate or th-e consequences of his con
duct. Throughout his life he showed 
extraordinary reluctance to submit to 
authority of any kind. Perhaps this 
was an inherited trait from viking fore
fathers who came to Iceland to seek 
freedom from expanding royal author
ity in Nonrav. Through bitter experi
ence some of these men were to find 
out that freedom cannot exist outside 
the context of .some kind of social 

order. To be able to survive "" pre
Christion Iceland they had to com
promise their non-conformist attitudes. 
_ \fter the conversion of the Icelanders 
to Christianitv in the year 1000 A.D., 
not only ,rere they expected to com• 
promise important principles of heath
en ethics but had to abandon some 
or them altogether.

Grettir the Strong, we must 
ber, was born and raised in a C:u-i�tian 
societv ,d1ere a ne11· moral 
hacl just been introduced expound
ing such concepts as free choice. c·om
passion, perilous consequences oi pride
ful acts, just and unjust motin·s, self
knmdedge, and remorse. This ne"
orcler placed vastly increased restric
tion., on irnli\-idual liberties. _ 1sccord
inglY, one must assume that l1U'1Y of 
the self-willed actions attrib,:ted to 
Grettir in his saga, must haYe been 
judged more severely in a s?ciety _-which 
had sanctioned the Christian faith by 
law than would have been the rnse 
with comparable conduct in pre
Chrisitian Iceland where, given the 
right circumstances, revenge mi:.;ht be 
a moral obligation. 

Grettir's inability to submit ;•.uth-
ority of any kind {-esulted in his alien
ation from society. This clilemrna in 
turn created a profound inner conflict 
which the hero experienced as visit
ations of a monstrous character. In 
the end Grettir the Strong was laid 
low by hostile forces from tirn opnosite 
directions. 

The scenes in Grettir's Saga extend 
from Iceland to Byzantum. The saga 
is skillfully composed, and one must 
assume that even though its early U,th
century author incorporated "'-'me 
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elements of fact in his narrative, the 
saga is first and foremost a work of 
literature. He also drew freely on a 
number of earlier Sagas of Icelanders, 
and many of the episodes he describes 
have th-eir parellels in medieval Euro
peean literature. Certain similarities 
between the saga and the 8th-century 
Old England epic Beowulf have been 
studied by a number of scholars. 

The first two English translations 
of Grettir's Saga, by Eirikur Magnus
son and "\Villiam Morris (London, 
1869), and by G. Ainslie Hight (Lon
don, 1914) became popular in their 
time despite their archaic style. The 
third and latest English translation bv 
Hermann Palsson, reader in Icelandi� 
at the University of Edinburgh, and 
Denton Fox chairman of the English 
Dept., Victoria College, University 
of Toronto, by far surpasses its two 
predecessors. It is of a high stylistic 
quality and as accurate as a translation 
can be. The translators' brief intro
duction contains the most concise and 

perceptive analysis ever made of Gret
tir's Saga. Their epilokue to the trans
lation on the social and legal back
ground of the saga is enlightening and 
serves a most useful purpose for read
ers with no previous acquaintance with 
Old Icelandic literature. 

Dnring the last fifteen years Her
mann Palsson and his colleagues have 
produced English translations of most 
of the major Sagas of the Icelander.s 
ancl of many other types of sagas be
sides .. \11 these have been of the high
est quality and have won universal ac
claim. 

The neff trarn,lation of Grettir's Saga 
is a worthy addition to their previous 
achievements. The Toronto Uniwrsitv 
Press deserves praise for its -excellen·t 
production of the saga. Canadians of 
Icelandic descent have now been given 
a rare opportunity to ord-er from one 
of their own publishing houses a mod
erately priced and outsancling work 
by one of their illustrious ancestors. 

-Haraldur Bessason

tttRJSTMAS 
�£TINGS 

MLA - WELLINGTON 
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IN SEARCH OF A POET 

by Roy St. George Stubbs 
Peguis Publishing Limited, 
Winnipeg, 1975 25 pp. 

Price: $2.00 

It may be that some Canadians of 
Icelandic descent have not fully real
ized that amongst them were two poets 
who, under ordinary circumstances, 
would have gained international re
cop-nition, but because they wrote in 
a language known only to a very few, 
seemed destined to share the fate of 
those whom the English poet, Thoma� 
Gray, had in mind when he wrote, 
"Full many a flower is born to blush 
unseen, and waste its sweetness on the 
desert air." 

It seems paradoxical that two men 
of British descent played a major part 
in rescuing their memory from com
parative oblivion. One of them, Dr. 
\Vatson Kirkconnell, an accomplished 
linguist, who some years ago was a 
professor at United College, Winnipeg, 
went "in search of a poet." He found 
him in the person of Stephan G. Steph
ansson, The Rocky Mountain Poet. 

[r[l�lla 

Having attained an amazing ,profici
ency in the Icelandic language, he 
translated some of his poems. Inci
dentally, Professor F. Stanton Cawly, 
ot Harvard University, refers to Ste,ph
ansson as "the greatest poet of the 
\Y.estern ·world" (Scandinavian Studies 
and Notes, Volume 15, 1938). 

Now Judge Roy St. George Stubbs 
of \'\Tinnipeg's Family Court, in a
treatise. "Ir Search of a Poet", plays 
his part in perpetuating the memory 
of Guttormur J. Guttormsson, the Ri
verton farmer "who wrote great 
poetry''. When a student at the Uni
versity of l\Ianitoba Judge Stubbs had 
the good fortune of being in close con
tact with that beloved humanitarian 
and poet, Dr. Sigur()ur Julius J6hann
esson, who aroused in him an interest 
in Icelandic poetry in general, and in 
that of Guttormur J. Guttormsson in 
particular. 

Judge Stubbs deserves the gratitude 
of not only Icelandic Canadians but 
also those of other ethnic origins in 
making known to them one facet of 
the Tich mosaic of which Canadian cul
ture is comprised. With characteristic 
modesty he writes, "I would have ac-

BUS. PHONE 482-6240 

M��®�IJ!W 
�,rID� 

506 PITTSBURGH AVENUE - SELKIRK, MANITOBA 

SERVING THE INTERLAKE AND WINNIPEG 

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL 

ALAN COOPER 

4B2•3035 

SELKIRK, MANITOBA 

RAY THORNSON 

4B2-5531 

SELKIRK, MANITOBA 
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cepted any literary judgement of Dr. 
Johannesson's and I determined to see 
what I could find out about the Ice
landic farmer whose work as a poet 
drew such praise from him. As the 
prisoner of one language, it as not a 
great deal, but here are some of the 
details of my research for a ,poet". 

The reader of this .fine treatise can
not but be impressed not only 1by the 
evidence of painstaking research, but 
also by the obvious rapport he has 
with the poet's work, albeit that his 
only contact with it is via the pale 

shadow of the translation of "the liter
ary treasures hidden away in an un
known language". In it may be found 
a translation of Guttormsson's finest 
poem "Sandy Bar" by Paul Bjarnason, 
and of the last stanza of the poem by 
Hon. W. J. Lindal and Dr. B. H. Ol
son, also of the hauntingly beautiful 
"G6()a Nott" (Good Night) by Jak
obina Johnson 

The reader will be impressed not 
only by the content of this treatise, 
but also by the vivid, succinct English 
in which it is written examples of 

GREET I NG)
---

� 
1i OUR 
ICE:lf).NDIC 
FRIEND) 
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which follow: "My hope is that I have 
suggested something of the beauty and 
the divinity of the life of a simple Ice
landic Canadian farmer, who wrote 
great poetry", and "Guttormur is, in
deed, entitled to sit in the company

of the great poets of the world." 
On behalf of Icelandic Canadians 

and, indeed, of all Canadians irrespec
tive of ethnic origins, thank you, 
Judge Stubbs. 

-Axel Vopnfjord

======c:-=-==---c··-=================

OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE 
::\!EMBERS, ICELANDIC CAN

ADIAN CLUB OF WINNIPEG

1975-1976 

President: H. J. (Dori) Stefansson

"\'ice-President: William Helgason 

Past President:Dr. J. Matthiasson 
Treasurer: John Johannson 

Secretary: Kristin Olson 

Representatives, The Icelandic 
Canadian: 

Dr. W. Kristjanson 

Mattie Halldorson 

:\Iember.s at Large: 

Ted Arnason 

Caroline Gunnarsson 

Tim Samson 

Hrund Skulason 

* 

Christopher W. Westdal, B.A., 1968 
and :\I.A. 1970, University of l\Ianitoba 
returned to Ottawa in July, 1975, to 
,rnrk with Canadian International 
Development Agency, after working as 
first secretary at the Canadian High 
Commission in New Delhi, India, since 
197:L 

Dr. Leo Freeman Kristjanson, B.A .. 
1954 and M.A., 1959 University of 
::\Ianitoba has been appointed vice
president planning, at the University 

of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon. 
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Best Wishes 

from 

WINTER 1975 

manitoba hlp'O 

A MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and a HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Gle6ileg j6l og farsrelt nytt ar 
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