
• 

Ill 

Stereo ... 
From within this beautifully designed, 
hand-rubbed wood cabinet comes the con­
cert hall realism of stereo, magnificently 
reproduced by six powerful speakers, 
acoustically balanced for truer perform­
ance. See the 1961 'Victoria' stereophonic 
hi-fidelity, AM/FM radio combination soon. 
In walnut or mahogany veneers. 

Model RCS-460, Each, 599.95 

Fruitwood Veneer, Each, 609.95 

Quality 
is the word for 

IVIKINC 

• 

Ill 

Television ... 
The 1961 VIKING gives you a full 23-inch screen 
with squared corners . . .  you see more! Its high 
quality 'Ultronic' chassis incorporates many finer 
features, including six hi-fidelity speakers. The 
lovely French Provincial styling is in hand-rubbed 
wood finishes of walnut or mahogany. 

Model TCE-439, Each, ............................ 449.95 

Fruitwood Veneer,Each, ........................... 459.95 

V I KI N G ... Available Only At 

EATON'S OF CANADA 

SPRING 1961 
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"FJALLAMJ(>LK", by Johannes Kjarval, one of Iceland's leading painters. The scene is a pan 

of "l>ingvellir", where the ancient Parliament of Iceland assembled. "Only God and Fire could

ha,e created such magnificence" sang the poet J6nas Hallgrfmsson in a poem describing

the region. 
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travel is 

• • • Comfortable 

• • • Convenient 

• • ■ Economical 

SAMPLE ROUND TRIP FARES FROM WINNIPEG 

Calgary - $43.30 Vancouver - $59.35 

... and soon- you can travel Greyhound to Eastern Canada-the all­
Canadian way round the beautiful :--rorth Shore route. "'atch vour local 
papers for further information. 

IN MORE 

DEMAND 

JIP) A llU llL JI[ N'S 

'fl 

Than 
Any Other 

Soda Biscuit 
In Western Canada 

Makers of Fine Biscuits and 

Fine Confections for over 

Four Generations -

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

ou'II find us 

near at hand • • •

When you have banking to do, our nearest branch will 

gladly help you. Come in and meet our personnel. 

THE CANADIAN 

BANK OF COMMERCE 

Call us your bankers 
MP-850 

1 
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ized as Second Class Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa. 

"WESTERN CANADA'S LARGEST 

BUICK PONTIAC - VAUXHALL 

DEALER" 

* 

Winnipeg Motor Products ltd. 
NORTH MAIN at CHURCH 

Open Evenings 

PHONE JUstice 9-5381 

Free Parking 



2 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

For travel, adventure, important 

aviation training and a worthwhile 

job serving Canada - enrol as an 
Airwoman in the RCAF. 

There is a place and a need for 
airwomen in this progressive service 
and the work, the social life and 
the pay are in keeping with the 

aims and ambitions of the modern 
young women of Canada. 

See the 
Women's Career Counsellor 

RCAF Recruiting Unit 
WINNIPEG POST OFFICE 

266 Graham Avenue, 
Winnipeg I Manitoba 
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AS$!0CIATION 

Head Office: 280 Smith St., Winnipeg I, Man. 

DICKSON MOTORS LTD. 

* 

Winnipeg's Downtown 

Pontiac .. Buick - Cadillac - Vauxhall Dealer 

Home of Goodwill Used Oars 

* 

PORTAGE at FURBY PHONE SPruce 2-2541 
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DR. CHAS. MALKIN 
DENTIST 

DR. S. MALKIN 
PHYS. &: SURG. 

857 SARGENT AVE. WINNIPEG 
Phone SPruce 2-0401 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 

I. Sig1rd8o1 & Soi Ltd.
Plastering C.Ontracten and Builders 

H. M. Sigurdson 
1410 Erin St. 
Ph. SPruce 2-6860

H. Sigurd.son
526 Arlington St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-1272 

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 
Saunders t;. Mauro 
Barristers, Solicitors, etc 

Offices: Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 
Portage Ave. and Garry St. 

Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

ll. B. VOPNI & UO.
Chartered Accountants 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 
364 MAIN ST. 

PHONE WHitehall 3-8481 

Winnipeg Manitoba 

DELNOR FROZEN 

FOOD 

S. L. DOYING & CO.

D IS TR IBU TO RS 

870 Bradford St., Wpg. 12 Ph. SU 3-1590 

Dr. Gestur Kristjaasson 
Physician and Surgeon 

PHONE SPruce 4-0222 

102 Osborne Medical Bldg. 

Winnipeg Manitoba 

Mc:Kague, Sigmar & 

Company 
REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOANS 

All Types of Insurance 
Rental Management 

405 Avenue Bldg. Ph. WHitehall 2-5177 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

RAMSAY· MATTHEWS LIMITED 
103 Medical Arts Building, 

(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

RICH BROS. 
AUTO PAINTING and BODY REPAIRS 

Specializing in Collision Work 
Polishing, Simonizing, Upholstering 

Oxy-Acetylene Welding 

828 SARGENT AVENUE. (cm. Burnell) 
Phone SUnset 3-0770 Winnipeg 3, Man. 

Eggertson & Eggertson 
Barristers & Solicitors 

500 Power Building 

Portage Ave. & Vaughan St, 

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG 
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Sargent Electric & 
Radio Co. Ltd. 

Est. 1927 

3 GRADES OF FINE SHOES 

IMP ERIAL 

609 Sargent Ave. Ph. SP. 4-3518 

Winnipeg 

* 
ROYAL 
FOOT-RITE 

e If it's not stamped IMPERIAL 
It's not TOP GRADE 

Macdonald 
SHOE STORE LTD. 

492 MAIN ST 

"Just South of the City Hall" 

TELEVISION - REFRIGERATORS 
RANGES - SMALL APPLIANCES 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
REPAIRS 

C. ANDERSON,

A VOICE of AGRIULTURE 

"God gives the seed -
The hread we need, 
Man's Labour must provide it" 

Charles Sangster 
"The Happy Harvester" 

1860 

Since 1906, United Grain Growers has 

championed the rights of the Canadian 

farmer .... A Voice of Agriculture. 

-fl.. UNITED 

CALGARY • REGINA • 

GRAIN GROWERS LTD. 

WINNIPEG • SASKATOON • EDMONTON 
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MARTIN 

PAPER PRODUCTS L,TD. 
Manufacturers of 

CORRUGATED CONTAINERS 

Spring 1961 

l__ WINNIP __ E_ a ___ RE _a_r_N_A __ c_AL_G_ A R  __ Y ___ E_D_M_o_N_T_o_N __ v_AN_c_o_u_v
_
E_R _ __,_

You can be sure 

of the lowest prices every day of 

the week at SAFEWAY! 

Be Sure ... Shop SAFE WA Y and Save! 

CANADA SAFEWAY LIMITED 

BOOTH FISHERIES 
CANADIAN COMPANY LIMITED 

235 GARRY STREET 

WINNIPEG MANITOBA 

SP.lkirk, Man. Winnipegosis, Man. The Pas, Man. 
MAFEKING, MANITOBA 

l___________ �.,

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

NORTH STAR Oil LI ITED 

THIS IS A MESSAGE FROM THE WINNIPEG 

WINTER WORK CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE 

The ·winter Work Campaign has been very successful this year. 

However, it is not yet over and there is still time if you hurry, 

to get things straightened around in your home or place of 

business before spring. 

Your garage man is still able to give you good winter prices on 

your automobile. 

Your NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT OFFICE of the UN­
EMPLOYMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION has still a large 

number of workers available for a few days or weeks' work. 

DON'T WAIT-Phone WH 3-0861

7 
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Mrs. Albert Johnson S. L. Stefansson
Res. Phone SPruce 4-6753 Res. Phone JUstice 6-7229 

J\lell � 9/owel- Skop 
WEDDING BOUQUETS :: CU')" FLOWERS .. FUNERAL DESIGNS 

CORSAGES 

Bus. Phone SP 2-9509 700 NOTRE DAME AVE. Bus. Phone SP 2-9509 

t Opposite Hospital Stop • 

Canada's Leading Specialty Shop 

Furs and Fashions, also Men's Clothing and 

Furnishings .•. of guaranteed quality, the top­

most in value ••. at fair and reasonable prices. 

B O L T I E N f ll I! W & C O . , L I M IT E D J, 

Peerless Laundry & Cleaners Ltd. 

PHONE SPruce 4-4411 51-59 PEARL ST.

READY MIXED CONCRETE 

Telephone: SUnset 3-7251 

WINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

SAND AND GRAVEL PITS AT BIRD'S ffiLL, MANITOBA 

SARGENT AND ERIN STREET WINNIPEG, CANADA 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

THE MOnARCH LUMBER CO. LTD. 
"YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLY HEADQUARTERS" 

"2 BRANCHES TO SERVE YOU BETTER" 

POLO PARK 
Phone SPruce 5-8487 

NOW! You Can 

RENT 
AN ELECTRIC 

WATER HEATER 

CITY HYDRO is offering Winnipeg 

householders the opportunity to install 

or replace an electric water heating unit 

without the expense of purchasing one. 

Furthermore, the customer is relieve• l 

of all responsibility for repairs or service. 

Various sizes available to suit your par­

ticular needs. 

CITY HYDRO 
SHOWROOMS: 405 PORTAGE A VE. 

Phone:WHitehall 6-8201 

BE WISE! 

19l0 MAIN ST .. 
Phone EDison 4-4319 

PARK-HANNESSON 
LTD. 

Distributors of 
Commercial Fishing Equipment 
Marine Hardware 

WINNIPEG - EDMONTON 

Visit Our Plant at-Sargent & Toronto 

9 
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preserving 

family 

tradition 

vVe welcome appointments as Co­

Executor with members of the 

family with full knowledge that it 

creates a personal relauionship and 

provides a family voice in management. 

Montreal Trust has accumulated in its 

seventy years of trust service a vast 

store of experience in the successful 

administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill 

needed by your executor. 

A talk with one of our experienced trust 

officers will aid you in developing an 

estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a family voice in management. 

Clarence Lowe, Manager 
in Winnipeg at Notre Dame Ave. &: Albert St. 

Telephone WHitehall 3-0451 

MONTREAL TRUST 
Company 

MONTREAL CALGARY EDMONTON HALIFAX 
TORONTO VANCOCVER VICTORIA WINNIPEG 
SAINT JOHN, N. B. REGINA QCEBEC, P. Q. 
BROCKVILLE ST. JOHN'S, NFLD. LO:'iDON, E:'iG. 
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EDITORIAL 

THE CONFEDERATION CENTENNIAL 

and Canadians of Icelandic Descent 

Canada will be commemorating the 
centenarv of Confederation in 1967. 
Suitablv, impressive observances of 
�his im1)ortant event will require long 
term preparation and a committee of 
Parliament has already been appointed 
to prepare for the celebration. 

ln so doing, Parliament has pointed 
the way for all committees and groups 
that wish to have their own celebration, 
in addition to full participation in the 
more widely based observances. 

In 1967 it will be just five years 
short of the full century since the first 
permanent Icelandic settler in Canada 
stepped ashore at Quebec. As we look 
back over one hundred years of Can­
adian nationhood, we may thus have in 
mind another story that spans almost 
a hundred years. We will in effect be 
preparing in some respects for our 
commemoration of 1872. 

·what unique or distinctive contri­
butions will the people of Icelandic 
descent in Canada make to the centen­
ary celebration, combining forces from 
coast to coast and also as individual 
communities and groups? What are 
some projects we might begin develop­
ing now? 

Already the Chair in Icelandic at the 
University of Manitoba has been 
founded. ·what objective of national 
significance, by way of .publication or 
otherwise, may be envisaged for this 
University Department? 

A Canada Iceland Foundation has 
already been formed. Its promoters en­
visage an ambitious program and it 
will take time and effort to establish 
this project on a strong basis. Un­
doubtedly, it will be functioning well 
before 1967, and will be in a position 
to play a notable part in the com­
memoration ceremonies that year. 

,Ve have a wealth of historical ma­
terial on the Icelandic people in Can­
ada already in print, in Icelandic and 
English. This includes general and 
local and group histories. Almost year­
ly this store is added to, but some of 
the settlements have not made their 
contribution to this record. Now is the 
time to do so. 

vVe have the Icelandic library at the 
University of Manitoba, and the Ice­
landic Fron library in ·winnipeg. The 
Icelandic Canadian Club has the 
nucleus of a library of English langu­
age books in the field of Icelandic Can­
adian interest, and this will be stead­
ily enlarged. Just as the University 
library has copies of all books and 
periodicals currently published in Ice­
land, so should we preserve copies or 
all books and other worth-while publi­
cations by people of Icelandic origin 
in Canada. Now is the time to act, in 
order to complete the project in good 
time. Many precious books are already 
out of print. ""\'\7here can we obtain a 
copy of vVatson Kirkconnell's North
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.American Rook of Icelandic Verse, 
or Baldur Jonsson's Leaves and 

Letters ( l 9 l 8)? ,\sk the Book Store for 
a copy of Lord Dufferin's delightful 
Letters from High Latitudes and the 
reph is, "out of print". Such a library 
would he a source of pleasure for many 
readers and most valuable for the re-­

search worker. 
There are other vwrth-,vhile pro­

jects. A modest museum has been est­
ablished by the National League. This 
deserves to be added to and properly 
housed, either in an Icelandic com­
munity centre or in a large civic centre. 
An Icelandic pioneer settler has pre­
sented the Manitoba Provincial Library 
·with an interesting album of photo­
graphs and pictures. The Icelandic
Canadian Club plans a library of slides.
Many valuable documents and person -­

al letters have been destroyed, but
there must be many yet that can be
saved for the record.

Some of the projects mentioned, 
such as libraries ancl museums, would 
be properly and most fully developed 
at centres such as "rinnipeg and Van­
couver, and perhaps Edmonton and 
Sa,katoon, but smaller centres such as 
Gimli, ,vynyarcl, Lundar, Glenboro or 
Balclur, Langrnth, and Flin Flon might 
well be interested in similar projects 
of their own. 

,\rhen 11·e commemorate the centen­
ary of Confederation, and also a hun­
dred years of Icelandic settlement in 
Canada, we shall be honoring the 
pioneers who broke the trail for us, 
and from our personal knowledge of 
them and from their works and their 
records which have survived or have 
been preserved, we shall derive inspir­
ation for the next hundred years of 
Canadian life, and other centuries to 
follow. -W. Kristjanson

In The Editor's Confidence 

Reference should be made to the 
article on "The ,Vreck of the Trawler 
Dhoon" by Ragnheiclur Guttormsson 
in this issue. 

In December, 1947, the British traw­
ler, about which the story was written, 
was wrecked in a storm at the base of 
Latrabjarg and the Slysvarnarfelag­
(Accident Prevention Society, organ­
ized mainly for sea rescue) very 
heroically rescued all the men. Both 
the British and the Icelandic people 
were very much impressed by this 

achievement, and it was decided to re­
enact the event and make it into a film. 
""\Vhen all was set at the location a 
storm blew up and wrecked another 
British trawler. The Slysvarnarfelag 
was called and a rescue effected a sec­
ond time. A picture film of this second 
rescue was made. This, of course, was 
unrehearsed and is a documentary of 
a real event. 

The film will be shown in the near 
future in the First Lutheran Church 
in Winnipeg. -S.H, 

--:--
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American-Scandinavian foundation 

Makes Two Important Announcements 

In the February 1961 number of the 
monthly bulletin "Scan"_. The Am­
erican-Scandinavian Foundation, pub­
lishers of The American-Scandinavian 
Review_. make two very significant an­
nouncements: 

TWO MILLION DOLLAR 

BEQUEST 

A bequest amounting to approxi­
mately two million dollars from the 
estate of ·winnifred Thorcl-Gray_. will 
on the death of her husband_. General 
Ivar Thord-Gray

_. pass to The Amer­
ican-Scandinavian Foundation for the 
purpose of establishing an exchange 
scholarship program between Sweden 
and the United States. The announce­
ment in part reads as follows: 

"Mrs. Thord-Gray
_. 

nee :Miss \Vin­
nifrecl Ingersoll of Canton and Chi­
cago_. Illinois_. passed away on Nov­
ember 25_. 1960 at her home in Coral 
Gables_. Florida. She is survived by her 
husband_. Brigadier General I var 
Thord-Gray. 

"Mrs. Thord-Gray's interest in 
furthering Swedish-American relations 
was stimulated by her Swedish born 
husband_. General Ivar Thord-Gray

_. 

now an American citizen although he 
served for many years in the British 
army_. has had a remarkable career as 
scholar, scientist_. military authoriLy 
and author dating from his first tour 
of duty with the British Cavalry in 
1897 in Sou th Africa. . . . 

"The fund will be called the Thonl­
Gray .Memorial Fund and the scholar-

ships_. which will number approximat­
ely 40 each year will not be restricted 
by field. This generous bequest ·will 
enable the Foundation to enlarge it, 
student exchange program with S·wc­
den to many times its present size and 
to apply money_. presently apportion-

, eel to scholarship exchange between 
the United States and S·weden_. to other 
projects of educational and cultural 
significance." 

ASF Corporate Donor Program 

The announcement in the "Scan" 
bulletin follows: 

"In 1960 the American-Scandinavian 
Foundation began_. as have many other 
educational and cultural organizations, 
a program for Corporate Donations. 
Recognizing the need for assured an­
nual income l\Ir. Peter Strong, ASF 
Director_. 

with the help of the Trustees, 
inaugurated a program for corporate 
giving which would supplement the 
income the Foundation receives each 
year from endowment and member­
ship dues. 

Due to the tireless efforts of l\Ir. 
Strong this program is off to a good 
start and we are pleased to list below 
the first contributors to the Corporate 
Donation Program." 

Three lists follow: (I) fifteen Cor­
porate Donors of $1000 and up; 
(2) eight donors of $500 to $1,000:
(;;) and seventeen donors of $100 to
$500 each.

Here there is a challenge to the Can­
ada-Iceland Foundation and the 1s­
land-Kanada RAo. -W.J.L. 
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The Shaping of the New Canada* 

P. H. T. THORLAKSOl\'
_. 

'.\I.D. LL.D.

.Tradition mnst be not merely proud m'!mories, 

but an incentive to the shG.uin? of the new r:cnada, 

a summons to a high duty and a mighty tas!z." 

A knowledge of historv enables us 
to recognize and appreciate the impact 
of the past upon present trends and 
developments. Our attitudes anci 
decisions should, in many situations. 
be based on this knmdedgc. It will 
often help to clarify and explain the 
purpose and meaning of the issues 
which confront us as Canadians. 

This chapter of Canadian history 
deals with the origin and development 
of the Icelandic Canadian communities 
viewed against the broader background 
of the provincial and Canadian scene. 
I propose to correlate the dreams and 
aspirations of Canadians of Icelandic 
descent with those of their neighbors 
of other national origins. This present­
ation records but a small fragment o[ 
a complex and lengthy process 
involving many different national 
groups whose combined contributions 
will eventually determine the "shape" 
of a new nation. 

The history of \Vestern Canada is 
intimately interwoven with the early 
trading policies of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, the discoveries of the first 
explorers and voyageurs from Que­
bec, the tremendous encouragement 
to immigration by the completion of 
the trans-continental Canadian Pacific 
Railway, the hrw and order enforced 
by the North-\Vest ::\Iounted Police 
and the iniluence of the Christian 
Churches that served these territories. 
The story records the transformation 
of these western plains from vast graz-

LORD TWEEDSJl!IUIR 

in;:t grounds for millions of buffaloes 
and a fabulous fur-trading territorv to 
a rapidly expanding industrial, agri­
cultural. mineral, and a rich oil pro­
ducin[; area. This change was ac­
complished initially by the enterprise 
and vision of the pioneers and later 
by the investment of outside capital 
in our natural resources. In the course 
of time, this development was sup­
ported bv the influx of many thousand 
settlers of many nationalities converg­
ing at \Vinnipeg and then dispersing 
to the west_. north and south in 
search of land, security, freedom_. and 
fortune. This c\·cning we are chiefly 
concerned with some of the divergent 
human forces that have been at work 
in the process of blending and welding 
together the pattern, the form and the 
�tructure of a new nation. 

Early History 
On :\fay 2nd_. I 670, King Charles I I 

of England signed a Royal Charter 
granting to "the Company of Adven­
turers of England trading into the 
Hudson's Bay" exclmi,e rights to all 
the territories adjacent thereto. The 
King_.s cousin, Prince Rupert, ·was the 
Company's first Governor, and the 
land ,ras called Rupert's Land. 

The first white man to tnnel oYer­
land from the north into the area now 
known as \VcsLern Canada ·was Henr)' 

* .\n .\ddrc;s dcliH·rcd at the Icelandic Can­

adian Club ,\nnual C::mccrt, February 21, 

1%L



16 TIE-: ICELANDIC CANADL\N Spring 1961 

Kelsey ,d10, in 16!)0, was sent inland 
from York Factory by the Hudson's 
Bay C:ompanv to extend their fur trade 
,dth the Indians of this area. He 
travelled as far south as The Pas in 
Northern :\Ianitoba. 

La Vercndrye, that intrepid explorer 
and fur-trader from the East, came 
,ritl1 his party to the "Forks" of the 
Red and Assiniboine Riwrs in 1734. 
They built "Fort Rouge" and later 
in their westward travels may have 
sighted the Rocky l\Iountains. 

Lord Selkirk 

Approximately seventy-five years 
later, in 1811, Thomas Douglas (1771 
to 1820), the fifth Earl of Selkirk, pur­
chased a controlling interest in the 
Hudson's Bay Company. He at once 
set about to colonize the Red River 
Valley. The Company granted him 
116,000 square miles of territory which 
included parts of .present l\fanitoba, 
Minnesota and North Dakota. The 

first Scottish settlers left Storno,vay, 
Scotland, on Jnlv ll, 1811, and ar­
rived at York }'actorv on the Hudson's 
Hay on September 2'.1, too late to risk 
the southward overland journey of 700 
miles through the ,\-ildcrncss. After 
,rintcring on a site on the Nelson Ri­
ver, the party set out for the Red River 
on July G, 1812, reaching their desti­
nation 51 days later, on August 30. 
The site ,d1ich they chose for their 
first buildings is now known as Point 
Douglas. This was the first of the three 
original "Selkirk" groups who made 
the hazardous journey across the north 
Atlantic into the Hudson's Bay and 
then overland to the Reel River settle­
ment. 

Eventually the flag of the Hudson's 
Bay Company floated over one-fourth 
of the North American continent and 
by virtue of its Royal Charter, th� 
company enjoyed a complete monopoly 
of trade, property and Government. 

In 1869 the Canadian Government 
purchased the territories granted to the 
Hudson's Bay Company for £300,000. 
On July 15, 1870 the Parliament of 
Canada formed a part of the territories, 
so granted, into a province, which be­
came the fifth Province of Canada. 

Addressing the Parliament of Can­
ada in �Jay 1870 on the ?\Ianitoba Act, 
the Honourable George Cartier, later 
Sir George Cartier, said: "The name 
oi the new Province will be Manitoba, 
a very euphonious (Indian) word mean­
ing 'the God that speaks'. \Vell, let 
Canada's latest addition always speak 
to the inhabitants of the North-\Vest 
the language of reason, truth and 
justice." 

The original Province was as shown 
in the sketch on page 18. The western 
boundary was Meridian 90° ·west 
(which runs approximately through 
Gladstone) and the north boundary 
was Latitude 50° , 30' (which runs ap-
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proximately through \Vinnipeg Beach). 
In 1881 the boundary was extended 
west to the present boundary (between 
ranges 29 and 30, west 1st) and north 
to the north boundary of township ,H. 
(which runs about 12 miles north of 
�fafcking). In 1912 the present l\Iani­
toba boundaries were formed. 

The population of the Province of 
Manitoba in 1870 numbered in all 
11,000 people including the In­
dians. \Vinnipeg was the capital and 
centre of trade and commerce with a 
population of 215. 

There was no easy means of access 
to the outside world in this pioneer­
ing community. The Reel and As­
siniboine Rivers and Lake \Vinnipeg 
with its other tributaries constituted 
the main arteries of travel. Transport­
ation >\'as by canoe, York boats or 
small steamers. Steamers travelled on 
the Assiniboine River, at high water, 
as far west as Fort Ellice at the junc­
tion of the Assiniboine and Qu'Ap­
pelle Rivers, now St. Lazare in western 
l\Ianitoba. Otherwise the chief method 
of transportation across the plains and 
to the south was overland by horse­
back or by caravans of Red River carts 
drawn by oxen. 

York Boats on the Red River 

Arrival of the Icelandic Settlers 

This was the situation in �Ianitoba 
when Lord Dufferin, Governor-Gen­
eral of Canada from 1872 to 1878, first 
urged the Canadian GoYernment to 
send emissaries to Iceland to encourage 
some of its people to come to Canada. 
On earlier visits to Iceland he ha(l 
made manv friends and was familiar 
,rith the l�istory of the country and 
its literature. He had published a book 
in 1857 entitled "Letters from High 
Latitudes" in which he dealt with his 
impressions and experiences on these 
voyages to the north. 

During the previous forty vears the 
people of Iceland, and especi;lly those 
in the northern districts, had suffered 
great privations and hardships due to 

The last ox-cart train through Portage la Prairie 
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a combination of factors. Polar pack­
ice had remained in the fjords of the 
north for much of the summer months, 
preventing the fishermen from going 
out to sea. The weather ·was unusually 
colcl. Grass and hay were scarce so 
that sheep cliecl in great numbers and 
their wool ·was of poor quality. Dur­
ing this period there were repeated 
rnlcanic eruptions in the north which 
covered great areas with molten lava. 
The trade of the country was con­
trolled by Danish monopolies which 
further served to restrict and depres, 
the economy of the nation. For these 
reasons, the stories of free land and 
great opportunities in the New ·world 
fell on receptive ears. Many familie, 
decided to migrate. 
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Sketc·h map of :\fanitoba and Keewatin circa 
l8i6 showing ;'liew Iceland and Gimli. 

It was in 1874 that 365 Icelandic 
settlers came to Ontario. In 1875, 285 
of this small group of hardy pioneer­
including some from vVisconsin, moved 
from Ontario to the west shore of 
Lake vVinnipeg via Duluth and over­
land to Fisher Landing in :\finnesota, 
then 110rthwarcl on the Reel River to 
"\Yinnipeg on the stern-wheeler "Inter­
national". The last lap of their journey 
to Lake "\Vinnipeg was by open York 
Boats. Gimli, just north of Boundarv 
Creek, became the "capital" of N n�· 
Iceland which included Riverton, Ar­
borg and Hecla Island. 

"New Iceland", situated north of 
the Province of Manitoba of that time, 
remained un ti! 1881 "a self-governing 
republic under a constitution granted 
because of the almost complete absence 
of administration in the Territory of 
Keewatin."* 

Lord Dufferin \'i�itecl Gimli on 
September 11, 1877. In his address to 
the people of the settlement, he said: 

"�o race has a better right to come 
among-st us than yourselve�. for it is 
probably to the hardihood of the Ice­
landic na \'iga ton that the world is 
entitled to the discovery of this contin­
ent. Had not Columbus visited vour 
i,land (Iceland) and discovered in 
your records a practical and absolute 
confirmation of his own brilliant spec­
ulations in regard to the existence of 
a western land, it is possible he might 
never have had the enterprise to tempt 
the unknown , \tlantic. .. and in com­
ing among�t us, you ,1·ill find yourselve, 
associated with a race both kindh-­
hearted and cor

b
>nate to vour own- n�r 

C , 
, 

in becoming Englishmen and subject-; 
of Queen Victoria need you forget 
your own time honoured customs or 
the picturesq uc annals of your fore-

* Bulletin, Department of External Affairs,
October 1960. 
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fathers. On the contrary, I trust that 
you will continue to cherish for all 
time the heart-stirring literature of 
your nation, and that from generation 
to generation your little ones will con­
tinue to learn in your ancient Sagas 
that industry, energy, fortitude, per­
serverance, and stubborn endurance 
have ever been the characteristics of 
the noble Icelandic race." 

Earlier in his address Lord Dufferin 
made this significant observation: 

"I have not entered a single hut or 
cottage in the settlement ·which clicl 
not contain, no matter how bare its 
walls, or scanty its furniture, a library 
of twenty or thirty volumes; and I am 
informed that there is scarcely a child 
amongst you who cannot read or 
\ITite." 

New Frontiers 

The extension northward of the 
Great Northern Railway from St. Paul 
to Winnipeg in 1878 and the begin­
ning of traffic to the west on the Can­
adian Pacific Railway* in 1881 brought 
many changes to western Canada. The 
great influx of settlers from eastern 
Canada, the United States and Europe 
was about to begin. 

The new settlements were largely 
composed of separate national groups. 
Their lirst objective ·was to survive. 
They also hoped to transplant a sem­
blance of their former homelands to 
the new colonies, scattered and isolated 
upon these vast western plains. 

,\s a result of this type of coloniz­
ation of western Canada there soon 
developed settlements which were in 
effect new Scotlands, French speaking 
areas, new Englands, new Ontarios, 
,\lennonite colonies, new Icelancls, new 

·1 ht: C.P.R. was completed as a transcontin­
ental railway in 1885.

Lord Dufferin 

Ukrainias, ne,v Germanies, new 
Scandinavias, new Hollands, and manv 
others. ln the process of learning Eng­
lish, the second and third generations 
of the people from Europe often lost 
the ability to read or speak the langu­
age of their forefathers. :\Iany of these 
young people seemed to think that ,i 

foreign language had no value or inter­
est for them. .The great Canadian 
experiment in the blending of many 
nationalities and diverse cultures was 
about to begin. 

:\Iany people from Iceland continued 
to migrate and settle in the Red River 
Valley and elsewhere in North Am­
erica. l\Iany settled in North Dakota, 
in and around ,\lountain. Others went 
to Lundar, Langruth, Haldur, Glen­
boro, Cypress River, Selkirk, and vVin­
nipeg. From these areas, as well as di-
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rect from Iceland, we trace subsequent 
migrations to Morden, Brandon and 
Piney in Manitoba; to Kandahar, ·wyn­
yard, Mozart, Elfros, Leslie, Foam 
Lake, Tantallon and Logberg-Thing­
valla in Saskatchewan; to Markerville 
in Alberta; to Victoria and Vancouver 
in British Columbia; and south of the 
border along the Pacific Coast. 

Isolation in separate communities, 
to a degree, was common to all the 
national groups of pioneers in the 
early days. Psychologically, however, 
the Icelandic people were never entire­
ly isolated. Their story is one of reach­
ing out and participating fully in the 
work of planning and building a larger 
community. After the I c e  1 a n  cl i c 
pioneers had built a shelter for their 
families, they began to think of build­
ing houses of worship and schools. 
Literary and debating societies were 
organized; Icelandic papers and peri­
odicals were published. Assembly Halls 
were erected where Icelandic concerts 
and plays were presented. In course of 
time, Saturday morning classes in Ice­
landic language and grammar were 
held in many communities. Through-

out this entire period, a love of good 
literature in both the Icelandic and 
the English language was a character­
istic feature of many of our people. 

Since 1874 some 7,000 people have 
migrated to Canada from Iceland. 
There were only 80,000 people in Ice­
land at the time and many went to the 
United States. There are now about 
26,000 Canadians of Icelandic ancestry, 
either in ·whole or in part, and ap­
proximately one-half live in the Prov­

ince of Manitoba. In the intervening 
87 years, there have been many changes 
in our business and professional 
relationships and associations. Each 
year more and more of the descendants 
of the original Icelandic pioneers are 
marrying individuals of other nation­
al groups. This natural and inevitable 
trend towards the blending of national­
ities is bound to continue to the point 
when many Canadians of partial Ice­
landic origin will have names of one 
of any 15 or 20 other national groups. 
Most Canadians with Icelandic names 
will eventually be one-quarter, one­
eighth, one sixteenth, or even less, Ice­
landic m their hereditary background. 

Icelanders embarking at Port Edward on Lake Huron, Ont., in 1875, 
on their way to Lake Winnipeg 
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Educational and Cultural 

Developments 

From the beginning of our Can­
adian story there ·were men and women 
seriously concerned about the establish­
ment of a permanent school for the 
perpetuation of knowledge of Iceland­
ic history, language and literature. 
The first significant step in this direc­
tion was the creation, in 190 I, of a 
Department of Icelandic in "\Vesley 
College, now United CoUege. The 
Jon Bjarnason Academy, which was 
founded in "\Vinnipeg in 1914, con­
tinued to teach on the senior high 
school level until 1941. 

In 1919, the Icelandic National 
League was organized. I ts objectives 
,vere: to help develop the qualities of 
good citizenship among persons of Ice­

landic origin on this mainland; to 
preserve the cultural heritage of the 
Icelanders; and to maintain and 
strengthen tics with Iceland. ·with the 
assistance of its many chapters in 
North America, the League has carried 
out its worthy aims and objectives in 
a most efficient manner. 

In June 1930, the Icelandic Nation 
celebrated the one thousandth anniver­
sary of its "Althing" or Parliament. 
Over thirtv thousand people including 
large numbers of visitors from Canada, 
the United States and many European 
countries gathered together at "I>ing­
vellir" or the Plains of Parliament to 
commemorate this historic occasion. 
Lord Stanley spoke to the people of 
Iceland as the head of the delegation 
from Great Britain. In the course of 
the address he said "As a representative 
of the l\fothcr of Parliaments I am 
pleased to be here to salute the Grand-
1\Iother of Parliaments". 

In the nineteen-thirties an Icelandic 
Canadian Society was established by 
some of the younger people of that 

period and became an affiliate of the 
Icclanclic :'.\ational League. In the Fall 
of 191'.! it adopted the name Icelandic 
C:mac!ian Club and launched a qnart­
crlv called The Icelandic Canadian. 
That journal, published in English, 
has an enviable record. Together with 
the publications printed in Icelandic, 
it serves to keep us informed on events 
of common interest. 

In the ·winter of 1875-76 a hand­
written newspaper was distributed in 
the Gimli area. In 1877 it was follow­
ed by a printed paper called "Fram­
fari" (Progress). The first "\Vinnipeg 
paper was Leifur (Leif Erickson) 
1d1ich began publishing in 1883. It 
was succeeded by Heimskringla (The 
"\\'oriel), September I 886 and Log berg 
(The La,\' Rock), .January 1888. After 
these ,\·ecklics had been published 
separately for over 70 years they 
merged in 1958 to become Logberg­
Hcirnskringla, which has fully main­
tained the high standards set by its 
predecessors. 

ln 1951 the Chair of Icelandic Lan­
guage and Literature in the University 
of l\Ianitoba was established by the 
creation of a substantial Endowment 
Fund to which many Icelandic people 
of three nations contributed. This 
Department is a permanent memorial 
to the Icelandic pioneers and will be

a perpetual source of information and 
a centre of research m Icelandic 
language and literature and in com­
parative philology. 

vVhy should Icelandic be taught in 
our uniwrsitics? The Icelandic lang­
uage is the classical language of Nor­

thern Europe. For one thousand years 
this small island nation has preserved 
this "Old Norse" language which was 
spoken in 50% of the British Isles 
and over large areas of Northern Eur­
ope in the earlv centuries. :Much of 
this "Old Nors�" or Icelandic lang-
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Lord Tweedsmuir 

Governor General of Canada 1935 - 1940 

uage has been carried forward into 
the modern languages of these coun­
tries. A great deal of the known hi­
story of the early era of exploration 
and discovery is recorded in the Ice­
landic Sagas. The language has a close 
kinship with Anglo-Saxon which forms 
the basis of the most forceful and ef­
fective speech in modern English. Ice­
landic is a required subject in advanc­
ed studies in the English language in 
the universities of Great Britain and 
in the older universities of America. 
Its study is being emphasized more to­
day in centres of learning than ever 
before, and it is on the curriculum in 
seventy to eighty universities of the 
world today. 

For many years the Icelandic Gov­
ernment has had a commission which 
is responsible for maintaining the pur­
ity of the language and devising and 
constructing new words to describe 
modern inventions and terms in in­
dustry and commerce, all based on 
original word roots. Unlike Latin and 

Greek, Icelandic is still a living spoken 
language. In support of these state­
ments we have the authoritative opin­
ions of many great scholars including 
the late Lord Tweedsmuir, former 
Governor General of Canada, him­
self a keen and interested student of 
Icelandic language and literature. In 
his address to "The people of Gimli" 
in 1936, he said:* 

"I wish I could address you in 
your own ancient language. Long ago 
when I was a very young man I fell 
in love with the Icelandic Sagas, and I 
learned enough Icelandic to read them 
" ·ith some difficulty in the original. 
,\las! since then I have forgotten what 
little of the language I knew. But I 
have always been deeply interested in 
your race. The Scandinavian peoples 
are the close kinsfolk of the British. 
In my own country of Scotland there 
is a great deal of Norse blood. The 
Buchan region of Aberdeenshire, from 
·which I take my name, was settled by
Norsemen, for there the Vikings
used to land to salt down the wild
cattle for victuals on their long voyages.
My own family is Norse in origin ...
You have become in the fullest sense
good Canadians, and have shared in 
all the enterprises and struggles of
this new nation, and at the same time
I rejoice to think that you have never
forgotten the traditions of your home­
land. That is the way in which a strong
people is made - - by accepting will­
ingly the duties and loyalties of your
adopted country, but also by bringing
your own native traditions as a contri­
bution to the making of Canada.

"Sixty years ago Lord Dufferin re­
marked on the devotion which you 

* Reprinted from Canadian Occasions b,· 
Lord ·1 weedsmuir, 1910, by permission of
The :'.\fmson Book Company Limited, Tor­
onto.
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retained for your Icelandic culture. It 
is a very great culture, and it contaim 
some of the noblest literature ever 
produced by mortal men. Far up in 
that lonely Iceland, girt by stormy 
seas, you developed a mode of life 
which, for simple hardihood and man­
ly independence, has not often been 
paralleled in history. And you have 
produced great literature. For myself 
I put the Icelandic Sagas among the 
chief works of the human genius. 

"There are two elements in your 
tradition, as renected in the Sagas, on 
which I should like to say one worcl, 
for I hope that their spirit will neyer 
be forgotten. One is the belief in the 
reign of law. Everywhere in the Sagas 
you find that insisted upon. The old 
Icelanders were not only great warriors 
and adventurers, but they were acutt' 
lawyers and mighty jurists . . . The 
second element in the Saga tradition 
is still greater. As l see it, it is the 
belief that truth and righteousness 
must be followed for their own sake, 
quite independent of any material 
rewards. . . . It ·was the creed of your 
forefathers. It is the creed of Christi­
anity. It is the only creed which can 
put salt and iron and vigour into 
human life .... " 

Now, when it is almost too late, we 
in Canada and the United States arc 
beginning to appreciate the value and 
necessity of learning or re-learning a 
second or third language. This rests 
not only upon the cultural value of a 
study of another language. The speed 
of travel and communication has 
forced us to realize that events in 
other lands may seriously affect our 
lives and the lives of our children. \\' c 
speak of the current ideologies separat­
ing people but basically the separation 
is one of language and culture. Our 
educators now urge us to learn another 
language so that we can understand, 

communicate and trade with our 
,nn-ld neighbours. I am sure that our 
universities will some day realize that 
it is not so necessary for all engineen, 
lawyers or doctors to learn French 
or German so that one in a thousand 
might perchance read scientific articles 
in these languages, as it is important 
that the universities provide a wide 
selection of languages based on a stu­
dent's free choice. \Ve speak of thf' 
United Nations and of \Vorld Citizen­
ship and exchange of foreign students 
and teachers. Our graduates of the 
Arts and Sciences go to many le,•; 
fortunate countries to take part in tlv 
great work of developing untapped 
human and material resources yet we

place restictions, amounting in some 
cases to virtual prohibition, upon the 
student in his selection of foreign 
languages. 

Canada-Iceland Foundation 

The most recent ambitious venture 
into the field of cultural interests has 
been the formation of the Canada­
Iceland Foundation. This organization 
has had a modest but significant 
beginning. Eventually it could become 
a great rallying point for all those 
organizations and individuals who aim 
to foster an interest in the great cultur­
al heritage ·which belongs to the people 
of Iceland and which ,vill, for an un­
predictable period, continue to make 
its contribution to Canadian life. 

His Excellency, The Ri2;ht Ho!10ur­
able Vincent ;\Iassey C.H., the first 
Canadian to represent the Queen or 
Canada as Governor General, and His 
Excellency, Asgeir Asgeirsson, Prcs­
itlen t of Iceland. \\'CH' the first Grand 
Patrons of the Canada-Iceland Found­
ation. In an address deliYercd at Gimli 
on ;\fav 21, 1955, Rt. Ifon. Vincent 
:\Iassey encouraged and stres,cd manv 
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of th:: idc�ds 
th,, Chartt:'r 
lccbnd Fo"ndation, He in part saicl: 

"Somehow, Gimli ;md this region 
catches my imagination. Herc, some 
cigh:y years af_;o a small hand of set­
tlers arri1ed from Iceland. The story 
of their journey here and their earl)' 
privations ,rhich included an epidemic 
of smallpox that killed over -a third 
of the group, has all the drama and 
tragedy of those magnificent Icelandic 
Saga, of a thousand years ago. The 
ingenuity and resourcefulness of th::: 
first settlers in establishing themselves, 
,tarting farms, organizing the fishing 

His Excellency Aigcir ,\5geirsson 

President of Iceland El,2 -

industry on Lake "\Vinnpeg shows the 
type of men and women thev were. 

"I was most impressed to. learn of 
some of the things ,,·hich were given 
priority in this new community. As thi� 
area was then in unorganized territory. 
a constitution to fill local needs was 

adopted 11·hich provided for the clec-
b1· almost ur:iversal �u [i'rag·e of 

those o�·er 18 years of ag·e, of a ·�eeve 
and mu ncilio�~s: for r;licf for th,e 
llccc:y: arbitra�ion of clisput::s ,l'ith the 
right of appeal and the levying of taxes 

Right Honourable Vincent �lassey C.H. 

GoYernor General of Canada 19.,2 - 1959 

for local purposes. Schools were estab­
lished and I understand that during 
the first winter three issues of a hand­
written newspaper were circulated and 
shortlv afterwards the first newspaper 
started. 

"I am sure these are all things which 
you know but I refer to them because 
they show that the founders of this 
community had a love of law and 
order, a profound respect for dem­
ocratic institutions and a realization 
of the importance of education. 

"Since those earlv davs, the number 
of lce!anclers in Cana;la has greatly 
increased and you have won a reputa­
tion for industry and enterprise of 
which your forebears could be justly 
proud. l am sure they would also be 
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proud to know that you have not for­
gotten the Icelandic National Anthem, 
which was sung so beautifully a few 
minutes ago. 

"Since the turn of the century, 
groups from other lands have moved 
into this region and they too have 
made their contribution to the pat­
tern of life in the area. I cannot tell 
you how much I enjoyed watching the 
Ukrainian Folk Dancing, performed 
with such skill and grace. 

"Those of you, ,l'hatever your racial 
origin, who have become Canadian 
citizens, must surely have been moved 
by the thought of assuming the 
privileges and responsibilities of be­
ing Canadians. On the other hand, I 
am sure that all thinking Canadiam 
realize Canada's good fortune in hav­
ing such people here to share in the 
bright future of this country. Canada 
owes a great debt to those earlv 
settlers who came to Canada. Their 
hard 11·ork, courage, ingenuity, com­
bined '\\'ith the faith, traditions and 
customs that they brought with them, 
have contributed tremendouslv to the 
development of the country ancl w,' 
continue to reap the benefit through 
their children ,\'ho arc filling posts of 
importance and exerting their in­
fluence, not only here but across Can­
ada. Each newcomer brings new ideas, 
new skiils and traditions which can­
not help but enrich the li,-es of all 
of US. 

"You in this region have become 
good Canadians in the fullest sense 
of the word. You have sent your sons 
to fight for Canada; you have entered 
into the enterprises and activities of 
this country. I sincerely hope that, al­
though you have Canadian loyalties, 
you mm't forget your origins and dis­
card the traditions and culture of your 
ancestors. i\Iay the richness of your 
heritage continue to be a part of your 

lives and an inspiration to us all.." 

The main objects of the Canada­
Iceland Foundation as laid down in 
the Charter Agreement are: 

I. To foster and strengthen the cul­
tural bonds and mutual under­
standing between Canada and Ice­
land.

2. To promote an understanding and
appreciation of the related Iceland­
ic and Canadian heritage in the
fields o[ representative govern­
ment and the rule of law.

!l. To encourage and give assistance
to the establishment and mainten­
ance of Icelandic: as one of the 
subjects in po,t-,�raduate and hon­
our courses in English. 

·1. To a,sist or giw scholarships to
students studying Icelandic: at Can­
adian C niversitics. 

5. To assi,L Canadians of Icelandic
descent in the study and cnjoy­
men t of, and the production of,
1\'orks in the arts, humanities, ancl
social sciences.

G. To award scholarships to and
othenYisc a,sist ,tmknts from Icc­
lancl to attend Canadian LT ni;-er­
sities, and students from Canad 1 
to attend the lJni\'nsity of Iceland.

7. ']�o encourage and give assistance
to the translation o[ Icelandic
literature into Enr;lish and Can­
adian literature into Ic:eLmdic.

8. To encourage and giYe assistance
to visits and performances and
exhibitions and publications of
Icelandic artists in Canada and
Canadian artists in Iceland.

9. To assist in the collection aml
preservation of ,rorks of art, hamli­
crafts, books, periodicals, manu­
scripts, and documents by or relat-
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ing to the people of Iceland or 
people of Icelandic descent. 

The Charter Agreement provides 
that the Foundation may assist associ­
ations, publishers, and other organiz­
ations whose aims and objects are simil­
ar to the objects of the Foundation. 

An objective of the Canada-Iceland 
Foundation is to reach and help young 
people of Icelandic descent as well as

others who may be interested in Ice­
landic history, language and literature, 
increa�e their knowledge and develop 
their capabilities so that they ,vill be 
better equipped to make their parti­
cular contribution to the develop­
ment of Canada. 

The Canada-Iceland Foundation 
,rith its advisory committee of promin­
ent men in Iceland-the Island-Kanada 
Rad-is the most recent and, in my 
opinion, the most logical and effective 
instrument or organization for per­
petuating and supporting in either or 
both languages our interest in the past, 
and for creating a continuous and ef­
fective bond with the old land. 

In the vears ahead, the Canada-Ice­
lancl Fou1;dation should develop into 
a ,vcll-emlowcd organization able and 
rcadv for effectiYe and constructiYc 
acti;n. To date, only the idea and the 
form of the Canada-Iceland Founda­
tion have been successfully launched. 
Only a few planks in the hull of this 
good, new "Viking Ship" have been 
assembled. Even so, the ship's compass 
has already been set. The flag has an 
old familiar design. A great deal of 
hard but pleasant work has yet to be 
done before our ship is made sea­
worthy. She must be capable of 
weathering the storms of protest and 
opposition, and the even more deadly 
calm of apathy and indifference. "\Ve 
must enlist many more sailors with 
spirit and vision to man her decks be-

fore we can hoist the sails. Gold and 
silver must be placed in her treasure 
chest to help defray the cost of travel 
and study for many young, prom1smg 
students who will apply for passage. 
If everything goes well, she will be 
plying the inland waterways of this 
great continent and her young pas­
sengers will stop at many centres of 
learning. "\Ve ·will also expect the mem­
bers of her crew (the sponsors) and her 
young student passengers to make an 
occasional voyage of re-discovery across 
the North Atlantic to lcelancl. ·Herein 
lies the challenge. The succ:.:ss of our 
ne,1· ve:1ture depends on the initiative, 
enterprise, sacrifice, and response of 
manv individual citizens acting in 
unison and with a purpose. This im­
portant project, the bulding of our 
"Viking Ship of the Future"-"The 
(;anada-Iceland Foundation"-depends 
on our ability, as a group, to grasp the 
opportunities that are now within our 
reach. 

During the period that lies ahead, 
as in the past, it will be the desire of 
the people of Icelandic ancestry to 
make a creditable contribution to the 
cultural, scientific and material pro­
gress of Canada. 

This, then, is but a small chapter of 
the interesting historical background 
of our present environment. 

New Horizons

Nm,·, ninety years after joining Con­
federation, :\Ianitoba has been en­
larged and transformed from a pre­
dominantly Scottish, ·French and Metis 
settlement of farmers and fur-traders 
to its present size and development. 
"'innipeg is now a most cosmopolitan 
city. Every European nationality and 
others are represented among its citi-
1ens. One has only to be present at the 
j\fusical Festival, held in ·winnipeg 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 27 

eyery year, or to attend performances 
of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
or the Royal Winnipeg Ballet or the 
Manitoba Theatre Centre to realize 
that, both on the stage and in the 
audience, the cultural life of "\Vin­
nipeg and of :\Ianitoba is being devel­
oped and supported by individuals 
of many nationalities. The University 
of j\fanitoba represents on its staff and 
student body a veritable League of Na­
tions. 

This great diversity of national 
ongms and cultural backgrounds will, 
in the long run, result in something 
new and distinctive. During the long 
process of development and in tegra­
tion difficulties and conflicting view­
points may arise ,vhich call for toler­
;,nce, good-will and understanding 
based on a clearer knmdedge of the 
background and aspirations of many 
different peoples. 

?\ o longer is this area isolated and in­
accessible. "\Vinnipeg is now within two 
hours distance, by jet propelled planes, 
from the city of Toronto and seven to 
nine hours from London, England. 
Yv·e can travel north by air or by rail* 
to Churchill on the Hudson's Bay. 
Bv auton10bile, we can travel on 
b;oacl paved highways to any desti­
nation on the Atlantic or the Pacific 
coast. Radio and television have 
brought the news and the events be 
hind the news into our living-rooms. 
The Oueen of Canada and of the Com­
momv�alth speaks to us from her 
fire-side in Buckingham Palace in 
London and in that very same instant 
we hear her voice in our homes. 

* The C.N.R. completed its route to Chur 
chill on the Hudson's Bav in 1929.

Even though our constitutions of 
government and our courts of justice 
are traditionally British and our of­
ficial languages are English and 
French, it is now obvious that the 
Canadian citizen of the future will 
reflect the cultural influences of many 
other lands. 

From the isolated settlements of the 
pioneer days there has been a steady 
expansion and coalescence of these 
areas and a gradual integration of 
people of many origins, resulting in 
the emergence of a distinctive Can­
adian consciousness. 

Canada ultimately, therefore, can be 
compared to a mighty river which has 
drawn its strength, its size and its im­
portance from the confluence of many 
converging streams. The course that 
these separate national tributaries fol­
low determines their influence and 
impact on the main stream of Can­
adian life. In the process of merging 
and gaining strength from many na­
tional sources, there is bound to be a 
change and a gradual but perceptible 
loss of original identity. 

ln the fullness of time there \\·ill 
evolve an indigenous culture based on 
the experiences, traditions, ideals, sacri­
fices and struggles of the Canadian 
people. This tfotinctive Canadian 
culture will continue to be ennu1ed 
in having its roots deep in our lOl­
lective and diverse heritage. 

The author wishes to express his appreciation 
to Mr. Ha1·twell Bowsfield, Provincial ,\rchiv­
ist, for the pictures which illustrate the text 
and to Dr. Ross Mitchell for the sketch map 
showing- -:--:ew Iceland and Gimli. 
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Two Leading Citizens of Yorkton 

Pass Away 

"Any man's death diminishes me, be­

cause I am involved in l\Iankinde and 
therefore never send to know for whom 
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee." 

Thus wrote John Donne over three 
centuries ago, and he added, 

"And when these Bells tell me

that now one, now another is 
buried, must not I acknowledge 
that they - - - have paid the debt 
I owe."

All are i1wolvecl in the debt that 
mankind owes in fulfilling its destiny 
on Earth. ,vhat the one performs in 
the satisfying of that debt during his 
years is but a fragment; when it ceases 
the loss is that of mankind, of which 
each is a part ·which cannot be severed. 

But to those who happen to be there 
during the years of service the frag­
ment appc:ars in the fullness of a life's 
,1·ork. And the years arc not counted 
he they many or few. To them it is 
beautiful and well may ,re pause and 
view it in appreciation, even reverence. 

* 

Solvcig Matheson, ,rife of D. ,v.

l\Iatheson of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, 
passed to the beyond at her home on 
August 21, 1%0. She was the daughter 
of the late Mr. and l\Irs. Gudjon 
Thomas of ,viunipeg. There she at­
tended public and high school and 
graduated in A:rts from the University 
of l\fanitoba. In her final year she was 
Lady Senior Stick, the most important 
post in the gift of the ladies of a 
graduating class. 

Mrs. Solvcig Matheson 

Soh-eig ,1·ent to Saskatchewan where 
,he taught school for several years. She 
was teaching in the "\\'ynyard High 
School "·hen, in 1 !)'.2 l, she married Don­
ald,,-. l\fatheson Q. C. now a leading 
barrister in Eastern Saskatche,\·,rn. 

l\Irs. l\fatlicson·s life ,1·a, truly one 
of service. That sen-ice di(l not cease 
during the last years ·when, owing to 
a heart ailment, she had to retire from 
comm1mitY work. During those yca1, 
her ever radiant smile. in hospital a, 
well as when convalescing at home. 11·as 
an inspiration to all privileged to visit 
her. Thev were her finest hour. The 
Yorkton Enterprise very trulv said: 

"Though compelled to lead the life 
of a semi-invalid for the past several 
years, her interest in world and com­
munity affairs never lessened. She en­
joyed nothing better than a good 
discussion when friends called on her''. 

Solveig possessed in rich measure 
the faculty of combining public duties 
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·with lovaltv and devotion to family Three sons, Kent, Donald and Ian are
and home. 

Her outside interests ·were manv ancl 
varied. She deYotcd much time to the 
I.O.D.E., and in 1916 ,ras honored hv 
the ?1Iajor Livingstone Chapter ·with 
a life memhership. She ·was on the 
prmincial executive and scn·ed as im­
rnignnt c01wener. :\Ir,. :\fatheson was 
interested in public affairs, national 
and international, and was a Liberal in 
politics. A member of St. Andrews 
Lnitecl Church, she taught Sunday 
School and ,1orkecl in the women's 
groups. She was a member of the Vni­
versity ,vomen·s Club of Yorkton, and 
both inside and outside the club 
stressed the importance of every child 
continuing its schooling to the full 
extent of its mental capacities. 

l\Ir. and l\Irs. l\Iatheson had four 
children. A daughter died in infancy. 

Johann Otto Thorleifson 

already making their mark. Kent and
Don arc contractors and lumber mer­
chants in Yorkton on a large scale and
Dr. Ian l\Iatheson, who has been prac­
tlsmg in Saltcoats, Sask., left for Eu­
rope last fall to continue postgraduate 
studies. 

Rev. J. E. Jones, ·who officiated at 
the funeral, related that Solveig l\Iath­
eson had kept a notebook. "Character­
istic of her" he said, "is this quotation, 
possibly the last she entered in her 
�mall notebook." 

Life owes me nothing; one clear morn 

Is boon enough for being born; 

,\ncl be it ninety years or ten 

Xo need for me to question when. 

, Vhile life is mine I'll find it good 

_\ncl greet each hour with gratitude. 

Johann Otto Thorleifson was born 
in Saltcoats, Sask., on December 6, 
l 906. He was a son of the late l\Ir. and
l\frs. J. B. Thorleifson who came to
Yorkton in 1909. It is interesting to
note that Gudjon Thomas, Solveig
l\Iatheson's father, who had a jewelry
store in \Vinnipeg for many years,
opened a branch store in Saltcoats and
employed J. B. Thorleifson manager.
In 1909 the store was moved to Yorkton
where the business has been carried
on ever since under the name of
Thomas Jewelry Co.

Otto received his public and high 
school education in Yorkton and took 
three years in the Department of Arts 
and Science in the University of l\Iani­
toba. Ile then ,\·ent into business with 
his father in Yorkton and in 1931 took 
over the management. 

l\Ir. Thorleifson was not content 
,1·ith merely selling jc"·clry and china­
ware. He studied the history of these 
industries and became an authority on 
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fine gems. This knowledge made him 
a valuable member of the Canadian 
Jewellers Association. 

On April 25, 1942, Otto married 
Ellen Moritz, who, and a brother, Dr. 
Wilfred Thorleifson of Vancouver, 
survive him. 

Otto Thorleifson was essentially a 
part of the community in which he was 
raised and later carried on business. 
He was the founder and the first pres­
ident of the Yorkton Film Council and 
always active in mapping out its pro­
grams. He was a director of the York­
ton and District Board of Trade, the 
first president of the Yorkton :\Iale 
Voice Choir, a director of the Rotary 
Club and a past president of the York 
Lake Golf Club. The Yorkton Enter­
prise sums up Otto's activities: 

"Otto Thorleifson had been many 
things in Yorkton-business man, civic 
leader, music lover, drama leader and 
a man ready to lend his talents where 
they might be needed." 

Otto enjoyed life and gave of him­
self unsparingly. He would have sub­
scribed to what Heming,vay has Ro­
bert Jordan say in For ·whom the Bells 
Toll: "The world is a fine place and 
worth fighting for". The bells rang 
for him on September G, 1960 when he 
was only 53 years old, but in that toll­
ing others were reminded of their debt. 

* 

Otto and Solveig have put to sea. 
I\ow that the numbing pain to loved 
ones is abating, and the sense of. loss 
to the community is gone, there is no 
moaning at the bar, but a thankfulness 
and a deepened re5olve. -\V. J. Lindal

Obtains Master of Education Degree 

His thesis, ,\ History of Education 
of the Icelanders in :\Ianitoba, won for 
Roy H. Ruth of \\'innipeg a :\faster ol 
Education degree at the Universitv o: 
:\IanitolJa in October. It was a fo�1rtii 
degree he had attained. He won hi., 
Hachclor of .\rts degree at :\Lmitoba 
l 1niver,ity in 19/ll, :\faster o[ .\rt, 11, 
l\l:J:\, and Bachelor of falt:lation i1: 
E;;;;i .. \Ir. Rwh i, the ,on of Cudjon 
;md Cudrun lZt:th (ilrutfjonl) ,rh(: 
brn1cd at C,pr<:., River, :\Lin. ,rhcn 
:\Ir. l{uth \\'�t:-i ra�sed and rccci\Td hi, 
public ,, bool education. i le ,uL­
sequentlY aucndcd Jon Bjarn:iso11 ,\c 
;tdc1;1Y in \riunipcg bcfor(,' c11Le1·in;1, 
uninr,itv. :\fr. Ruth is alrcath· stmh-

, , , 

mg for his Doctor of Philosoph) 
degree. R'.JY H. Ruth
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rfhe Wreck of the Trawler Dhoon 

by MRS. RAGNHILDUR GUTTORMSSON, Gimli, Manitoba 

"And I have seen the ambitious ocean 
swell, and rage, and foam, 

To be exalted with the threatening 
clouds." 

Thus sang Shakespeare, and we arc 
awed by the mental picture. On Dec­
ember 12th, 1917, the crew of the traw­
ler Dhoon from Fleetwood in Eng­
land found themselves the centre of 
just such a picture. During the night 
their ship was driven on the rocks Le­
low Latrabjarg (Litterberg), on the 
north-western coast of Iceland, by a 
berserk, rain-,vhippecl gale. Fortunate­
ly, the ship became v\'edged between 
huge rocks on an even keel, "·ith the 
stem pointed towards land, so the 
waves broke upon the stern of the 
ship, instead of hitting it broadside, 
which would have ground it into 
matchwood in a ·,cry short time .. \s it 
was, the stc:rn "·as partly sulmicrged 
while the s:1ilors found shel,cr under 
the "whak-lJack" of the vessel. 

The ,l'lwle ol the lon� nc:1 r<:n:i, 
night. t:1c \;1ilor-; huddled tog·t:thcr n:1 
the de: k or :he crcaki11g \T\."-Cl, :t:Hl lciL 

day Lrok:' ;�t !�hi. rch;,::�:ril;, ;;1 
the l"'i.ia•d:!n�11r·d glou1n. it l!id nn'. 
bri112 n1;.uh ;1:1pc to 11:c -,;1i1 1 \\""l" ' 

h;__•ight, :ig:iin.-,t v;h!ch tlte l1u;:,�· 1;/c':.;.­
crs d�:.-.;hc:1 1':.c�n���·hT:.. i:1to !oai:L 

'j11c day bcfnre, \\'bile drifting 
lessly towards the rocks, the Dhoon 
had sent out an appeal for help, which 

was picked up by the Association for 
Prevention of Accidents in Reykjavik. 
They immediately sent out the coast 
guard vessel Finnbjorn to aid the crip­
pled ship. Two English trawlers also 
picked up the message, and all three 
ships steamed towards the Dhoon. But 
the high seas, and maybe the presence 
of a powerful sea current at that point, 
made any attempt at rescue by sea 
impossible. Hence the Finnbjorn sent 
the following message by means of 
light signals, to the Dhoon; '·Land it 
possible. Rescue impossible by sea." 
The,c signals were dimly visible from 
the heaving deck of the Dhoon, 
through the driving rain and the reck­
ing seas. 

Therefore, when the morning of the 
thirteenth of December dawn(·'.!. th,i 
captain ol the Dhoon, knowing that 
the mily hope for surviYal lay on shore. 
;;11d t;1at there w:is no tclliw� how Jon:; 
1 lic cripplc:d ,hip could withstand the 
l'Ca�,c!c;-,1 pounding of the 1.r:1-vcs. 
d('( idul to at!cmpt land in?,· in the lire 
1 it. \\ irh sti!r, lwm:rnhcd !in:;,:r, the 
c :· .. _'\\. !oh <·�-:._'d the bo:d:, :11ann:::. 1 b\' t 1H'

tern,:', .\t ,];,· cml of it floated a ,mall 
piece oi timber; all that ;\"as ldt of 
the heroic attempt. 
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To the crew the pmition appeared 
hop;:lcss. In front the unfriendly cliffs 
,ccrned to rcich up to the n:ry heavens, 
scaling off any possible succour from 
land, while behind mocked the sea, the 
lrnn�ry roar of the ·w,n-es drowning 
out hope it,elL But the boats·wain, ,d10 
·was now in command, was a man 
stout courz1 ge. He talked heart 
the sailors. ''It seems only a 
can save us, 11·e'll stav here and 
:\Iirades can happen_;, 

:t\ ot so manv Years ago this storv 
,rnuld have e�cl;cl her�, and non� 
,rnulcl have been the wiser. In the 
spring the people of the district when 
coming down to the rocks to hunt the 
sea-birds, would have seen the ,ueck 
on the rocks, and said a silent prayer 
in their hearts for the sailors ,d10 must 
have perished there. Rut this 11·as EH,7, 
and the men of lccland were beginning 
to challenge the power of the sea, who 
through the ages had dealt them manv 
a cruel blow. And so our story cm;­
tinues. 

Vinnbjorn, the coa,t guard .-csscl, 
broadcast a message to Rcykja.-ik tell­
ing of its inability to aid the Dl10on, 
also the possible location where it 
mig-ht be driven ashore. ,\t once an an­
peal i\"as broadcast to the people ;)f 
,he (tistrict to locate the ,\Teck, and 
aid the ship-wrecked sailors. 

The appeal was not in ,ain. Even­
man dropJ)ed what he 1,·,t,; doing, an�l 
turned all his energies to the rescue. 
\'oluntccr scouting parties were sent 
out to locate the ,hip, which 11·as un 
easy ta,k, through the driving, sleet, 
rain. The shore-line at that noint is 
uninhabited, wild rock\' lam' tcrraill. 
There arc no roads, ;md the going ,\·a, 
ltc:,Yy owing to ice aml ,vet snmL 
Therefore it was Friday evening lw­
Jore the ,hip ,ras finally sighted on the 
ro,·ks bclo,1· Latrahjarg. 

Latrahjarg forms a part of a high, 
rocky shore-line extending for about 
two miles along the coa,t. The cliffs, 
,1·hich in places ri'ie fourteen hundred 
feet above ,e;i arc formed from 
alternate horirnnta1 Jan:rs of hard blu­
is1 1 Yolcanic rock, and a softer reddish 
rock or tuff, forrnccl from volcanic 
;ish::,s. The softer rock has been eaten 
;rn·av erosion lea,ing lo:1g ledges 
of the harder rock. On thc.,e shclYes 

of sea birds nest in the sum­
mer, murres, guillemots, razor-billed 
auks and others. The Ymmg men of 
the district descend into the diffs at 
the encl of strong ropes to snare the 
bird•; for food, an occupation which 
calls for great physical strength, cour­
age and steady ncn-es. 

Long before daylight on Saturday, 
a group of fifteen men from the three 
farms closest to Latrabjarg trudged 
through the slushy snow, and stumbled 
over the ice-coated lava terrain towards 
a cleft in Latrabjarg, the only possible 
route clmn1 to the sea. They had with 
th em life-saving cg ui pmen t, rocket, 
shot-line, h,rwser and life.car. Some of 
this w;is loaded on a horse and some 
they carried. A fourteen year old boy 
,,·ent ,dong to take the horse home. 

The route down to the sea ·was far 
from e:i,v. The cleft in the rock was 
a gra;,s-grown slope with steep rocky 
precipices at intervals, and now all 
nn crcd ,dth ,rct snow and ice. The 
only ,i·ay to descend the 450-foot drop 
,1·as b\' sliding down a strong rope 
made last to an iron post at the top 
l,[ the Lt\'inc, and bracing one's feet 
;1g.!in,t the side of the hill, ,d1crever 
it 11·;1s pos:,ihlc to get foothold. Two 
men ,1·erc left at the post to guard the 
nhlc, ,rhilc rn·clye made their ,1·ay in 
this 111anncr down to a grassy promon­
tory at the bottom of the cleft. This 
,pur is about 130 icct long, and is call­
ed FlaHgarnef, which means literally 
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Fluttcrnose, a name ,rhich explains it­
self. From there ,1·as a sheer drop of 
three hundred feet, on all three sides 
of the spur, clown to the seaboard; and 
could be made onlv ,d1en the tide ,ra, 
out. 

In the grey gloom of the early day, 
four hardy men 11·cre lmvered dmn1 
to the ,eahoard, and the immense 
( auldron of foaming 11·aves at the bot­
tom o[ the cliff. They found foothold 
on the narrow seaboard, and after the 
life-saving equipment had also been 
lowered, they set off along the cliff, 
tm\·anls the ,neck, which was located 
almost a mile down the beach. It ,rn, 
still raining, and they ,1·ere drenched 
with spray; the going was difficult ovct 
slithery rocks, but the greatest danger 
came from the cliffs overhead. The 
�heh·cs on which the sea-birds laid 
their eggs in the summer ,\·ere 110,1· 

festooned with giant icicles: loosened 
by the rain, they were an ever-present 
hazard. One man had his head cut by 
a falling icicle, while another ,ras 
knocked down lw a flying stone which 

· landed on top of the box of equip­
ment he was carrying. Such incidents
repea tcd themselves all through the
rescue operations, and had to be guard­
ed against.

\\Then the four had ascertained that
there ,rcre su1Tinn-s on the ,1Teck, the)
lost 110 time in selling up the life--sa,­
ing apparatus. The first attempt at fir­
ing the rocket failed, but the second
time the sailors caught the shot-line
and made it fa,t to the wreck. The11
the hawser 11·as hauled to the ship and
made fast, the rescuers drawing it taut
on shore. The life-car was sent out on
the hail',er and by means of that, the
,eamen ·were evacuated from the
,rreckcd ship. In less than an hour the
sun·ivors ,rerc on dry land. They wer,:
faint from hunger and exposure, lm,

luckih· their rescuers had brought food 
and hot coffee. 

How eyer, this ,1·as only the first and 
casie;,t part of the rescue. How to get 
the men to the top of the cliffs, in their 
11·eakcnul condition, posed a serious 
problem. 

:\Iakin� their ,ray as quickly as pos­
sible mer the ;,lippery rocks they final­
ly reached FLrngarncf, ,,·here the life­
saving cable was waiting for them. 
E\-cry minute ,1·as precious, as dark­
ness set in by four o'clock. By that time 
also the tide would be in, ,d1ic:h made 
further ,rnrk impossible became at 
high tide there was no beach at the 
bottom of Flaugarnef. 

Thordur, the leader of the rescue 
partv, ,1·as pulled up first, and then 
he clircctecl the life-sa.-ing operations 
from FlaugarncL The three other men 
carried on below, fastening the rope 
securely around each sailor in turn, in 
the fashion used in cliff-scaling oper­
ations. Then the seamen were care­
fully hauled up the three-hundred-foot 
distance to the top of Flaugarnef, those 
in the most weakened physical con­
dition being sent up first. 

Only seven of the ship-wrecked sai'.­
ors had been pulled up ,vhcn the tide 
came in and operations had to be 
suspended. The men on the beach be­
low had to seek higher levels to pro­
tect themselves from the sea. For seven­
teen hours they lmddlccl together 
under shelves of rock for protection 
frorn falling ice and stones, but still 
exposed to the 11·ind; the rain abated 
during the night, but the gale con­
tinued. The men on Fbugarncf ,rcre 
not much better off. They tried to 
conT them,ch·c, ·with the dry, wither­
ed grass but found it only a flimsy 
protection against the bitin�· wind. 
One or two, whose condition was at 
the lcnrc,t d;h, claimed they m\·ed th::ir 
life to Thonlur, ,rho exchan'.;cd g:,t-
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ments with them, periodically, warm. 
ino- their brine-soaked ones by his body 

C, 

heat, having each wear his own, mean-
while. The sailors were by nmv so 
exhausted by their hardships that at 
times they sank into a stupor, from 
which it was difficult to arouse them. 
Yet, considering the harrowing experi­
ences through which they had passed, 
all agreed that the hardihood and en­
durance of the British seamen was 
marYellous. 

All night long, groups of men had 
been arriving at the top of Latrabjarg, 
bringing food, clothing, and horses, as 
well as warmed tents. As soon as day­
light permitted, food and dry clothing 
was sent down to the sailors on Flaug­
arneL Simultaneously, the ,rnrk 01 
bringing them to the top of the cliff, 
began. It was a difficult and hazardous 
task, owing to the steepness, aml icv 
condition of the slope, the physical 
exhaustion of the sailors, and the 
menace of falling ice and rocks. But 
by now there were many able and will­
ing hands ready to assist the spent sea­
men, and by noon all seven had been 
brought to the top of Latrabjarg, a:�( 1 

in! rJ l lie \\'a nnecl ten ts, where hot food 
and ,'1n,_ hc:lped to re,i,c thei, 
slr 11 1:1h. 

:;\ · 'L .. 'n the tide had Lillcn out, s:) 
it \\":.� po"l"iiblc to reach the 111c;n �,ti1'. 

:<t:;t;·: �:,;u :;t (;I111rc·�1 ... 
,◄ �1�::,1, :',. . \l::11. i;1 c:�t·1:1.da. 

": .-uddl'll l;('<:Lh Febn:ary l � :tt 
the of 50 o[ their doctor �on. D;. 
J(Ll (J::1l_ur Si�urd��Jon, at his hon1c 
in iXou::land 1L11s in Caliiorni:t. Horn 

on the beach. At five o'clock, Sunday; 
the last of the ship-wrecked sailors had 
been assisted to the top of Latrabjarg, 
in semi-darkness. 

Those who were able to travel were 
by then on their way to nearby farm�. 
where they were warmly received, and 
given every possible aid. Those too 
weak to be moved spent the night in 
the tents, and were moved to homes 
in the district next day. 

A week later the ship-wrecked sea­
men ,vere flown to England, in time 
to 5pend Christmas with their families. 

C. '\V. Baxter, the British ambassador 
to Iceland in 19,:l:7, in his formal ad­
dre,s of thanks to the Icelandic nation 
for the rescue of the sailors, said, 
among other things; 

"This is not the first time an Eng­
lish ,hip has heen wrecked near Ice­
land, nor the first time that the men 
of Iceland have ri,ked their lives to 
rescue British seamen, but the courage, 
chivalry, strength and skill shown in 
this instance, h:ne seldom been sur­
passed. 

I fc::l certain that this great achievc­
rncnL will Jon;.; he gratefully remember­
ed in Eng-land, and ,rill scrYC to 
,trc,1g-the11 the tics of friendship al­
r.._•: dY existing bct\Ycen the t\\U n:1-
! 10:1�. 

;:t Sc::ttle I)r. .�igurdsson rccciYcd hi�, 
t·(i ::lion at Jnn Bjarna'--ion ,\( ;:"lt n1 °, 

111 '-::i:inipc�'.- l'ni\'c",!t\ oi S:,,k ·:ch­
t"\ ·111 a:Hi }\Linitn:);t \led!( al (>llle,r;·c.
IL· .,cr,-t,d 1,·ith the l 'ni1cd St:t�c·) .1: ·n\ 
(:uri1;•, the Second \\'orld "':,r" ;:'Hl 
,l'i,1: lii, l:rn1ih \1':h ,Lttionezl in Jap:rn 
fur 1h1Tc ,e:trs. Ile alt:,incd the r;:nt 
of rn:ij"r. SuniYing arc his ,dfe, th,, 
fonmr :\largaret :\Iac Johnston, and 
t\\'O daughters Daryl, 19, ancl Lynn, 1 l. 

l 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 35 

Annual Banquet and Dance 

The Icelandic Canadian Club held 
it's annual banquet and dance January 
20, 1961 in Elks Hall. The committee 
in charge arranged to have a smorgas­
bord, which proved to be an interest­
ing innovation. Mr. .Gunnar Eggertson, 
president of the club, bade the guests 
welcome and set the keynote for the 
friendly atmosphere which prevailed 
throughout the evening. In this tur­
bulent world it is well to keep firm 
the bonds of friendship and good 
fellowship. 

The evening was sparked by the 
many young people who were in at­
tendance. They joined wholeheartedly 
in the sing song, conducted by l\fr. 
Erlingur Eggertson, assisted by l\Irs. 
vV. Kristjanson, and also participated 
in the dance, modern ancl old-time. 

Two gifted young artists, Kerrine 
'\\Tilson, pianist, and Carlisle '\\Tilson, 
Yiolinist, provided the musical portion 
of the program. 

Rev. lngthor Indridason, pastor of 
the Lutheran Church at Langruth, 
,\Ianitoba \\'as guest speaker. '\Vhcn 
a,kecl for the subjc'ct of his address he 
replied that it could possibly he called 
'"Rand01!1 Thrmghts". He said that 
when he came from Iceland nineteen 
months ac:,n he fowHi that the Icelandic 
people here, CYen the third and lour 1 h 
generation, spe:ik Icelandic ,-cry 1xe1L 
lk\\'c\t-r, lie feel, that our kno11·kc!,�c 
oi !( eland of toda, is Yen limited. 
"The pirn,Lc:1·s told their children about 
rhc old cottntry and one gcneratio:1 
passed t:1c picture of Iceland to !11 °: 
other, hut noL (ilOt:gh llCII' inlorm­
ation cro,,cd the ocean to keep up 
with the rapid changes in Iceland in 
the iast sixcy years. For instance, in 
the last sixty years '.l0,000 ,rnnls have
been added to the lcelandic language .. ,

\Vhile it is very important to keep 
the Icelandic language that, he said 
is not absolutely necessary. "Now, it is 
not mostly preserving the Icelandic 
heritage, but rather establishing new 
contacts with the Iceland of today and 
stimulating the flow of ideas across the 
ocean both ways." 

Mr. Indridason felt that young Can­
adians of Icelandic descent should be 
encouraged to visit Iceland and see it 
with their own eyes. People in Iceland 
understand English well enough to 
carry on a conversation. 

"Iceland" he said, "is as different 
from Canada as possible. l\Iost tourists, 
who go to Iceland, find it very inter­
esting mostly because it is so different 
to the rest of the world. Those who 
low nature and have photography as 
a hobbv, will find Iceland interesting". 
He suggested that the traveller should 
not confine his interests to the old and 
ancient, of 11'hich they are very proud, 
but "go to meet Iceland as it i, today." 

"In Iceland", he continued, "almost 
all education is free, paid bY the state. 
The countrv has had to import lahor 
force to wm\ on the farms, in the fish­
ing f!cl.'t and in the factories 1d1ilc 
educated people han' to go ahroad to 
find oppor:unitic, in their field. 1cc 
land kt, imc,tetl hcavilv in the lrnrnan 
mind liu t this h:1, hcl'n too rn uch for 
the cco110111Y ::1nd the nation ha< no: 

hccn able t;i dcn:lop a, quickh tcch­
nicallv :i;-, :n education. Herc. \'O\I han' 
i111cmj,10\'rncnt :md, a, I ,:,c it, YO'.\ 

hani to r;,isc the ,J-tndanl of p:dilic 
education to rnhe the prnhh-111. Yo:1 
have inYestcd too 1,rnch in the tcclmic:d 
!mt too little in the human mind".

s\n enjoyable and profitable C\'Cning

-M. H.
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The Midwinter Convention of the 

Icelandic National League 

The three-day annual convention 
of The Icelandic National League, 
held on Monday, Tuesday and \Ved­
nesday, February 20-22, follo"wed the 
traditional pattern. It is really a "Mios­
Yetrarm6t Vestur-1slendinga", a mid­
winter gathering, ·which has its roots 
deep in Icelandic history. In Iceland, 
centuries ago, and in the earlier clays 
of Icelandic settlement in North Am­
erica it was called "l)orrabl6t". 

The convention was opened on the 
:\Ionday morning with Dr. Richard 
Beck, the President of The Icelandic 
National League, in the chair. In his 
address he referred to the activities of 
the League and gave a resume of lead­
ing events during the year such as the 
Yisit of Karlak6r ReykjaYikur and the 
visit of Dr. Thorkell J6hannesson, then 
Rector of the l' niversity of Iceland, 
and Birgir Thorlacius, a secretary of 
the Cabinet. 

The concert, :\fonday night, ·was 
under the auspices of the Chapter 
}'rem, with its newly elected President, 
Prof. Haraldur Bessason, in the Chair. 
The speaker \\'as :\fag. Art. Sveinn 
Skorri Hiiskuldsson, of Iceland, in Can­
ada on a Fellowship from the Canada 
Council and registered in Graduate 
Studies at the l' niYersity of '.\Ianitoba. 
The following sentence struck a com­
mon chord in many listeners: 

"Orc'5i1'5 V estur-tslendingur-pessi 6-
lc'>gi,ki samsetningur-)>essi m6ts6g·n i 
sj,\Hu sc'.'r-er einn hlj<'>t'Slatasti og inni­
legasti vottur um ra.:ktarsemi vio is­

lenzkan uppruna og islcnzka tilveru, 
sun tunga okkar geymir." 
"'fhe \\'Ord Ve�tur-tslemlingur*-this 
illogical compound, in essence a contra-

diction-is a most modest ,et sincere 
illustration of affenion ior Icelandic 
origin and existence to be found in 
our language.0 

An excellent musical program was 
provided. '.\Iiss Heather Sigurdson, al­
readv a well known singer, sang solos, 
acco;npaniccl by '.\Jiss \\'innifr�d Sim; 
the '.\Iisses Lynne and Diane Thorleif­
son, newcom�rs to Icelandic programs, 
played violin ducts with :\I iss Sigrid 
Barela! at the piano; '.\iiss Elin Joseph­
son, a university student hailing from 
Glcnhoro, played piano selections. 

An Icelandic concert "·ithout an 
original poem would be an excepti?n. 
On this occasion the poem was supplied 
bv P:1 11 Gudmundsson who read it with 
a1)propriate introductory remarks. 

The Icelandic Canadian Club spon­
sored the concert on Tuesday night 
11·ith its President, Gunnar Eggertson, 
in the Chair. The speaker was Dr. P.

H. T. Thorlakson, whose address is the 
feature article of this number of the 
mag·azine. 

"\.nother excellent musical program 
11·as provided. '.\Irs. Sylvia Sigurdson, 
another ne,\'comer, born and raised in 
\\'innipegosis, sang in both English 
and Icelandic. She was accompanied by 
'.\[iss Snjolaug Sigurdson. The Kelvin 
High School Choir, conducted by Mrs. 
Gladys Brmn1, gave selections from 
Yeomen of the Guard. In a piano selec­
t ion and an encore '.\Iiss Sn jolaug Sig­
unison again showed her art and skill 
on the piano. Gustaf Kristjanson, in 
charge of drama, C.B.C., \\'innipeg, 
�ang solos in both Icelandic and Eng­
'� The literal translation is ',\'cstcrn•lcclandei-

but the cunnotaliun is u1u(h wider. 
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lish; one of the selections was an Ice­
landic translation of O Danny Boy. 
Mrs. Jona Kristjanson accompanied on 
the piano. 

The gathering ·weclnesday night was 
in three parts. The Icelandic National 
League disposed of unfinished business 
and then proceedings ·were handed over 
to Rev. Philip :\I. Petursson, the Vice­
President of the League who chaired 
the program. Mrs. Evelyn Allen, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. T. R. Thor­
valdson, sang Icelandic songs, ac­
companied by Gunnar Erlendson. 
There was community singing led by 
Thor Fjelclsted with Gunnar Erlend­
son at the piano. Consul Grettir Jo­
hannson showed a colored film entitled 

"This is Iceland" as well as some color­
ed slides of scenes in Iceland. After the 
program The League re-convened and 
Dr. Richard Beck .presented Mrs. 
Kristin Thorsteinsson of Gimli with an 
Honorary Life Mernhership in The 
Icelandic National League. 

After each evening's performance re­
freshments of coffee and Icelandic 
dishes were seryecl and a pleasant half 
hour of visiting spent. 

There was one vacancy on the exec­
u tiYe of the League and it was filled 
by J. F. Kristjansson, formerly Region­
al Employment Officer in \\Tinnipeg 
of the National Employment Service. 
All the other officers were re-elected. 

-W. J. L.

President of tile Leif Ericson Society, Southern California 

Johannes Newton 

Johannes Newton this \\·inter was 
elected for a second time president 
of the Leif Ericson Society o[ Southern 

California. He was president ten years 
ago 1d1en the society was in its form­
ative years. :\fr.. Newton was born at 
Silfrastodmn in Skagarfjordur in Ice­
land in 1920. His mother, Gudrun 
J ohannsdottir, a native of Skagar­
fjonlur, wa, a professional teacher 
and in that capacity was employed for 
l {i years in Denmark and France. His
father Gordon N cwton, was of Belgian.
English and Scottish origin. Johannes
:'\c,,;Lon graduated from the University
of Iceland in Reykjavik in 19'1 I and
11·itli the aid of scholarships continued
his studies at John Hopkins University
in Baltimore, Maryland, U .. S.A.
where he graduated as a mechanical
engineer in EH!}. He went into
the aviation field and sen-cd ,\·ith the
United States army for two years, from
19H to 19°1G. His name is recorded in
A.merican l\Ien Of Science and in
\\'orld \Vho Is \Vho In Business and 
Industry. He is married and has a 
daughter and son. 
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GUDMUNDUR FJELSTED 

At the sittings of the Legislative As­
sembly of Manitoba on February 17,
tributes were paid to the late Gud­
mundur Fjeldsted of Gimli, who died
on January 20, last. The following
are excerpts from two of them.

Hon. Duff Roblin, Premier of ;\fani­
toba:

The Province of ;\Ianitoba lost one
of its pioneers; this House lost a former
member in the death in January of
this year of Gudrnunclur Fjeldsted at
the very aclYance(l age of 89 years. ;\[ r.
Fjelclsted 11·as an immigrant to Can­
ada. Horn in Iceland, he came here in 
1885 when he 11·as 13 years of a[.\C,
and about the turn of the century
moved to the Gimli district ·where he
lived the rest of his life as a farmer.
fisherman and as a good citizen. He
won for himseli an excellent reputa­
tion as a farmer in that district, being
particularly interested in the breeding
of cattle and he was, for many years,
the president of the Manitoba Co­
operative Creameries Association. In
l !)20 ;\fr. Fjehlsted 11·as elected to this
House as a member of the Farmer,'
Party and sat here for three years until
1922. Though he did not return here,
nor did he continue to be active in
provincial politics, he continued to
serve the municipality of Gimli for
many, many years as a councillor; and

Prof. Haralclur Bessason, professor
of Icelandic at the l: niversity of Mani­
toba, was elected president at the an­
nual meeting January 30 of the Ice­
landic Chapter Fron in \Vinnipeg.
Jakob Kristjanson was named vice­
president, former president Heimir

was a gentleman who was well and
very favourably known indeed amon.0 

all his friends and neighbors, one of
whom is the present member of Gimli,
the Honourable l\Jinister of Health
and \Velfare.

Hon. George Johnson, :\finister of
Health and Public \Yelfare:

;\fr. Fjelstecl ,vas one of that hearty
stock who came to ;\Ianitoha during
the 'S(J"s and lived in \Vinnipeg for a
few years before settling in 1d1at is
known as the :1Iinen-a District, just
on the outskirts of Gimli, ,1·here he
purchased a farm ,rhich had been a
homestead of a former original settler.
I came to know :1Ir. Fjeldsted very
well, both as a friend and as a patient
of mine during my years in practice in
that area. Mr. Fjeldsted was a big man
in everything he did .... Throughout
his time I think that Mr. Fjeldsted can
best be described as a very kindly and
,vann and friendly person who was
very scholarly. For many years he ran,
I think single-handedly, the purchas­
ing and dispersal of books from a small
library ,vhich has existed in Gimli for
many years, to which he woulcl often
take his friends to show them what he
had reacl. I don't think there was a saga
of the early days that he had not per­
used and he was a most interesting
person.

Thorgrimsson secretary and Benedikt
Olafson assistant secretary. Jochum As­
geirsson was named treasurer and Gud­
bjorg Sigurdson assistant treasurer.
Gunnar Bald,dnson was chosen fin­
;mcial secretary and Gudmann Levy
assistant.
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Golden Weddings 

Mr. and Mrs. Snaebjorn Halldorson 
of Lundar, Man., celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary, Sunday, April
'...'Ith, 1 %0, 1d1en relatives and friends
filled the Lundar Community Hall in
their honor. Both have served on the
board of ;\Jorning Star school district.
They have seven children, Leo and
Jonas, both of Lundar: ;\frs. Tames
(Rikka) Cox, of Kenora. Ontario: ;\frs
Fjola Fjelsted, of Chatfield: ;\f rs. Eel
(Lilja) Ford, of \\'innipeg: ;\lr.s. Doug
(Rose) Ellam, of Toronto; and :\Irs.
Leo (.Johanna) Alfred, of Edmonton.
The entire family at tenclecl the recep­
tion.

Toasts were proposed by :\Irs. Raim­
veig Gudmundson, and Oli Paulson.
Kris Fjelsted, the eldest grandchild,
presented a gift on behalf of the fam­
ily. l\Jrs. Gordon Thorsteinson was
soloist. Speakers were Elman Guttorm­
son, M.L.A. for St. George, Kris Sni­
dal of Steep Rock, and Vigfus J. Gut­
tormson, who had been master of
ceremonies at the couple's ,redding

reception. \Valter F. Breckman led
community singing and Leifur Palsson
was toastmaster. Included in the mes­
sages of congratulations v:ere greetings
lrom Prime "\Iinister Diefenbaker
Premier Roblin, Douglas Campbell:
iormer premier of ;\Ianitoba, and
Lester B. Pear.,on.

* 

Mr. and Mrs. August Eyolfson, of
Lundar, ;\fan., celebrated their golden
ffedding anniversarv Saturdav, Nov.
:>th, 1%1.

, , 

The)' 11·ere born in Iceland and h,n-e
lived all their married lives in Mani­
toba. They farmed near \Vestbourne
and Langruth for twenty years before
moving to a farm east of Lunclar,
which they operated until 1946 when
they moved into Lundar. Eight child­
ren were horn to them, three of whom
died in infancy. They have three mar-
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ried sons, Gudmundur Agust Samuel, 
B.A., and B.E.C., school principal in
Richmond, B.C.; Emil, postmaster at
Hazeldell, Sask., who receiYed the
Distingui,hed Flying Cross in the

Second vVorld \Var; and Gunnar Grim­
ur, of \Vinnipeg. They have two mar­
ried daughters, Laufey, of Clarkleigh, 
Man., and Verma, of St. .Martin, Man. 
There are fifteen grand-children. 

* 

Mr. and Mrs. Magnus Freeman of 
"\Vinnipeg observed the 50th anniver­
sary of their wedding quietly on "\Ved­
nesday, :i\Iarch 1st. They have lived 
all their married lives in \Vinnipeg. 
i\Ir. Freeman was born in Iceland, and 
his ,rife, of Irish descent, was born in 
:\Iinnesota. They have three children 
and six grandchildren. The childreu 
are :\frs. Leonard Houser of Van­
couver, Elmer and Harold of "\Vin­
nipeg. 

Obtains Master's Degree in Mechanical Engineering 

Richard Beck Jr. 

Richard Beck Jr. of Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, in Pebruary won his 
rna,tcr's degree in mechanical engineer­
in" with honors at Cornell lJniver-

,., 

,it\', llh;,ca, Ne,\- York, U.S..\. Mr. 
l;c,ck, ,d10 reccivctl his bachelor's 
degree at the lJniYcrsitv of North Da­
ko\a in 19:>.>, is the son· of Dr. Richard 
Beck l)ro[essor of Scandinavian langu­
ages' a'r the University of North Da­
kota, and the late Bertha Beck. He has 
accepted a position as senior design 
engineer with the McCulloch Corpor­
ation at Los Angeles, California. Mr. 
Beck was born at Grand Forks in 1933. 
He married Virgina Carrie Grunze of 
Lewisburg, Ohio, in 1959. They have 
one son, Richard Allan. 
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BOO� REVIEWS 

,rhen, in 190G, "\'ilhjalmur Stcfans­
son abandoned a teaching fellmvship 
at Hanard (anthropologv) to join the 
Anglo-American polar expedition as 
field anthropologist he probably un-
1rittingly entered upon a career that 
,\·as to have far-reaching consequences 
on general thought about the polar 
regions. A voung man and not too en­
cu'rnbered by prior "knowledge" about 
the Arctic (in fact, it was an accident 
that steered him to the Arctic instead 
of to Africa as he had planned), he 
felt free to form his own conclusions 
about northern stone age peoples, Eski­
mos and Indians. He was to live with 
them, and as one of them, for ten win­
ters and thirteen summers, dressing 
and eating like them and taking his 
part in their activities while learning 
the language and absorbing their cul 
ture. His conclusions about them were, 
to say the least, somewhat startling-­
among others, that the Eskimos were 
proba hly the world's happiest and least 
inhibited people. This was of the order 
of heresv, and bv no means squaring 
with th; general, idea that people li r­
ino· in snow houses and ·without the 

b 

the benefits of Christianity could be 
anything but miserable. 

Stefansson -was to startle the world 
with many other pronouncements 
about the North, one of which ·was 
that the earth is round-a sphere. 
Think of that! This made the :\Iercator 
Projection "haywire." The major land­
mass was north of the equator, so the 
shortest route between two points on 
opposite sides must be over the North 
Pole. Again, think of that! Foreseeing 
the air age of aviation, Stefansson sug­
gested routing airlines over Arctic 
regions-from Vancouver, B.C., to :\Ios-

cow or even Amsterdam, precisely 
where they go today. 

He also suggested that the compara­
tivclv thin laver of ice on the Arctic 
ocea;1 and B�aufort Sea would prove 
no barrier to undersea craft. Sir Hubert 
\Vilkins, Stefansson's former lieutenant 
in Arctic exploration, was to attempt 
this unsuccessfullv; but of late several 
U.S. subs have n�gotiated this passage, 
proving its feasibility. But in Stefans­
son's clay in the Arctic this was a bold 
prediction. 

Stefansson made many other state­
ments about the north which were 
questioned, even derided, but which 
have proved right. \Vho could con­
ceive that the Arctic was "friendly"? 
Fantastic! There were lifted eyebrows 
in Havre, ;\lontana, ·when he told an 
audience there that he had never in his 
thirteen vears north of the Circle 
experienc�d the -G0° that was then 
beino- registered outside; and that the 
near�st he had come to losing his life 
in a blizzard was in central North Da­
kota. 

But Stefansson was primarily a scient­
ist, and as such he was out to prove and 
disprove. There were things to "un­
learn., and yet more to learn. Not a
medical doctor, yet observant, he asked 
himself why these stone-age people 
were free of some of the scourges of 
civilization-colds, tooth-decay, scurvy, 
cancer. "\Vas this because of the food 
they ate and the way they cooked it? 
Living with them, dressing as they 
did, eating frozen fish for breakfast 
and blood-soup at night, without salt, 
sugar, bread, condiments, or other 
civilized accessories, he enjoyed perfect 
health, nor did he crave or miss any 
of these things. Returning to civiliz-
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ation he promptly came down with 
pneumonia. l\Iany years later he under­
·went an experiment, under strict super­
vision, subsisting, with another volun­
teer, for twelve months on nothing but
fat and lean meat products, and wa­
ter, ,both emerging in the best of health
'"''ith enhanced vigor.

Result-Stefansson's latest book, 
CANCER: DISEASE OF CIVILIZA.-

TION (Hill and Wang, New York. 
Oct., 1960), with foreword and endorse­
ments by the most eminent doctors and 
institutes-Rockefeller and Pasteur. 

Readers of the Icelandic Canadian 
are urged to procure and read thi, 
hook, the latest by Iceland's most re­
nowned scholar and scientist, Vilhjalm­
ur Stefansson. 

-Bogi Bjarnason

-:-

NORTHERN LIGHTS-Review by 
Joseph J. Harrison of Northern Lights 
by Jacobina Johnson, in The Christian 
Science Monitor, January 27, 1961. 

Icelandic: Firm hold on a heritage 

There are few more remarkable 
cultures in the world today than that 
to be found in the fire and ice island 
of Iceland. For in few other spots has 
a group of .people more deliberately 
and tenaciously held onto its cultural 
heritage. As a result Iceland today has 
a cultural pattern which not only des­
cends in a firm unbroken line from 
its Viking originators of a thousand 
years ago but is a part of the average 
individual's life to a degree unmatched 
almost anywhere else. 

It is for this resaon, as well as for 
the intrinsic value which these poems 
contain, that Jakobina Johnson's trans­
lation of these verses from the Iceland­
ic is so welcome. 

By the poetic standards of today, 
these poems are neither complicated 
nor avant-garde. Just as Iceland is 
primarily a land of simple contrasts -
the snows of glaciers, the steam of 
geysers, the fires of Mount Hekla, the 
blue of ocean waters-so its poetry re­
veals what, to the non-Icelander, 

seems to be an essentially calm and 
uncomplex attitude toward life. For 
this it is doubly welcome. 

Apparent, also, even in translation, 
is the strong flavor of the great Ice­
landic sagas of eight or nine hundred 
years ago. \Vitness these lines from 
Johann Sigurjonsson's poem "Greet­
ings to Norway": 

Into Norway's 
Open coastline 

Sink the fjords' 
Fantastic carvings­

Scars that seam 
The ancient visage 

Of a warrior 
Never vanquished. 

How close such rhythms are to those 
we have from the pens of Anglo-Saxm' 
scops, when they sang of the proud 
deeds of king and weaponman. But 
whereas the English world has ex­
changed its ancient gleemanship for 
Latinate poetry, Iceland has refused 
to sacrifice the old. 

,\lthough l\Irs. Johnson left her na­
tive Iceland more than 70 years ago, 
and today makes her home in Seattle, 
she has never lost her love for Iceland­
ic poetry. Called "the poet laureate of 
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Iceland", she has spent her life 
strengthening it in its homeland and 
encouraging it in its new home among 
Icelandic immigrants in Canada and 
the United States. 

THREE TIMES A PIONEER­

Review by Donald Stains of Three 
Times A Pioneer by l\Iagnus G. Gud­
laugson, in The Vancouver Sun. 

From the very sophisticated I'm go­
ing to move on to the opposite extreme 
represented by a neat, paper-bound 
and mimeographed book, strictly non­
commercial, of 104 pages: THREE 
TIMES A PIONEER oy l\Iagnus G. 
Gudlaugson. 

The totally unpretentious book is 
the account of one man's life since com­
ing to Canada in 1883 when he was 
three years old. His parents soon died 
and he grew up with friends, married 
in 1906 and homesteaded in Sask­
atchewan and then five years later 
pioneered a third time in the Peace 
River district. Now 80 years old, the 
author is living in \Vhite Rock, his 
seven children and 18 grandchildren 
spread across the nation he helped to 
build. 

In proportion to population there 
are few who in age pass the century 
mark, and among these very few are 
Icelanders. This was noted ·with the 
death January '.22, at Melfort, Sask., of 
Kristjan Jonasson at the age of 101. 
Mr. Jonasson, a farmer over the years 
at Wynyard, Sask., came from Iceland 
to Canada at the age of 19 and worked 
in Manitoba and North Dakota before 
going in 1905 ·to Wynyard. In 1906 he 
married Lorna Christianson. Thev 
retired from farming in 1937 to mak� 

For one who wishes to read warmly 
speaking verse and also make the ac­
quaintance of an old and rich culture, 
"Northern Lights" will provide a 
many-hued introduction. 

It was just by chance that I clipped 
into this volume, but I found myself 
caught up in its warmth and simplicity. 
Incident builds upon incident without 
apparent climax and you are left with 
the profoundest admiration for those 
·who could so matter-of-factly go about
their business of creating Canada for
us to enjoy.

l\Irs. Holmfridur Danielson, who 
helped Mr. Gucllaugson to prepare 
this book, refers to it as a valuable ad­
dition to the records already collected 
about the Icelandic pioneers in Can­
ada. It is that; it is almost a latterday 
saga. 

It is also a tribute to all those who 
shared, Icelandic or not, in the hard­
ships and joys of earlier times. And it 
leaves a modern reader with a feeling 
of incompleteness; there was, among 
all the hardships and heartbreaks, a 
reality to their life which is just not 
with us in the great cities today. 

their home in w·ynyard. l\Irs. Jonasson 
died in 1942. Surviving are three sons, 
John B. of Edmonton, Alta., \Vesley 
G. of Vancouver, B. C. and Jonas K.
of \Vinnipeg.

* 

The 60th anniversary of the Iceland-
ic literary society Vestri in Seattle, 
\Vash., was celebrated with a concert 
gathering January 20th. Featured in 
its first performance was a recently 
formed Icelandic male chorus under 
the direction of Tani Bjornsson. 
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Appointed to High Post 

On December 6, 1960, the Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Foundation of New
York announced that H. Harvard Arna­
son of Minneapolis had been elected
a Trustee and Vice President of Art
Administration of The Foundation.
According to Harry F. Guggenheim,
the Foundation President, Prof. Arna­
son ·will be responsible for "the areas
of general policy and development" of
the Guggenheim museum.

Prof. Amason has already had 
experience in combining administra­
tive work with that of his profession in 
Fine Arts. For over ten years he has 
been Chairman of the Department of 
Art in the University of Minnesota and 
also Director of the \\Talker Art Center 
in that city. 

E. W. McDiarmid, Dean of the Col­
lege of Science, Literature and the 
Arts of the University of Minnesota, 
in confirming the appointment said: 

"Mr. Arnason's departure will be a 
great loss to the university and the 
Twin Cities cultural development. The 
appointment is a tribute to Mr. Arna­
son's prestige in the circles of art 
scholarship." 

An editorial appeared in the Min­
neapolis Morning Tribune on Decem­
ber 8, last, which in part reads as fol­
lows: 

"Congratulations are due both H. 
Harvard Aranson and the Guggenheim 
:Museum in New York on Arnason's 
new appointment with the museum. 

"As a trustee and vice-president for 
art administration of the Solomon R. 
Guggenheim Foundation, Arnason will 
occupy one of the few highest-level 
positions in the field of art in this coun­
try. He will be in charge of one of the 

H. Harvard Amason

unique museums of the world-long 
noted for its art collections and recent­
ly the subject of special attention be­
cause of its controversial building. 

"lvI inn ea polis has known Amason as 
an expert art man and a down-to-earth 
administrator. As professor and chair­
man of the University of Minnesota 
art department since 1947, and as 
director of ·walker Art Center since 
1950, he has been influential in the 
growing public interest in art in the 
Twin Cities area. He is a prolific 
writer and lecturer, and has carried out 
a variety of special assignments for the 
United States government in other 
countries. 

"It is a compliment to both Amason 
and Minnesota's reputation in art 
circles that he has been chosen for the 
Guggenheim responsibility." 

Harvard Arnason, who ·was born in 
"Winnipeg in April 1908, is a son of 
the late Maria and Sveinbjorn Ama­
son. He received his public and high 
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school education in "'Winnipeg and two 
years in Arts. His parents moved to 
Chicago and Harvard finished his Arts 
studies and obtained his Master of Arts 
degree from the Xorthwestern Uni­
Yersity, Evenston, Illinois. He then 
,1·ent to Princeton University, New 
J er,ey, where he obtained a Master's 
degree in Fine Arts. 

In l 9·15 Professor Arnason was 
a,rarded a Fulbright scholarship for 
adnnced studies and during the fol­
lowing year he studied fine arts in 
France. 

In 1946 and 1947 Mr. Amason 
was acting chief of the program 
planning and evaluation unit of the 
:\I innesota state department's office of 
international information and cultur­
al affairs. In the fall of 194 7 he ac­
cepted the position of Head of the 

Art Department in the University of 
Minnesota. He has written many 
articles and treatises on both modern 
and mediaeval art. 

Harvard Arnason married Elizabeth 
Yard of Chicago, Illinois. They have 
two children Eleanor and Jon. Two 
brothers are well known in vVinnipeg: 
Dr. I. Gilbert ,\mason, school prin­
cipal, who last fall returned to vVin­
nipeg after a two year assignment with 
the Canadian overseas forces in Europe, 
where he was Principal at Lorraine 
High School in France; and Terry 
Amason, in charge of a high school 
near Minneapolis. 

The Icelandic Canadian extends con­
gratulations to H. Harvard Arnason 
and will watch his future in charge of 
the Guggenheim Museum with great 
interest. -W. J. L. 

The Derelict 

Cramped 
On a metal cot, 
His thin body 
Look, jagged and broken. 
His haggard face, a map 
Of a thousand lines, 
Each line a drink. 
! le sleeps,
.\ml when he doesn't
He works.
Just long enough

He exists 
J n a cardboard shack, 
\\'ith a broken window 
Stuffed with paper; 
\Vaiting for death. 

Here, 
ln his narrow world 
He i, free from everything; 
The people that despise him, 
The taunting children, 

For the price of one more drink. .\11(1 the world that passed him by. 

:"\ ot dangerous, 
); or obnoxious. 

Only, 
.\ hired man 
X ot worth hiring. 

-William Valgardson
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KRIS THORSTEINSON APPOINT­

ED GL'\ERAL SALES MAN AGER 

Kris Thorsteinson 

The ?\finn-Toba Industries Ltd. of 
?\Iinnedosa, Man., who manufacture 
various kinds of special farm machin­
ery, has appointed Kris Thorsteinson, 
at present of Brandon, to be their 
\Vestern Canada General Sales ?\fan­
ager and Director of Public Relations. 

Kris Thorsteinson is a son of Kristin 
and the late Gudmundur 0. Thorstein­
son. His father was a high school 
teacher and taught in various parts of 
?\Ianitoba. Kris received his public 
and high school education in J\Iani­
toba, enlisted in the second \Vorld 
\Var and served four years with the 
R .. C.A .. F. After the war he worked in 
Flin Flon as a mining accountant, 
1945-47, and at broadcasting in Eastern 
Canada, 19,17-51. He then returned 
to \\C es tern Canada and in 1954 was 
appointed Clerk of the County Court 
of ?\Iinnedosa. In 1958 he resigned 
that position to accept a position as 
Public Relations Officer for District 

:: of the Consumers' Co-Operative of 
:.Ianitoba. On February 15, this year 
he resigned in order to accept his pres­
ent position. 

Kris Thur,tcinson married Reita, 
daughter of ?\Ir. and ?\frs. !Im\·:ud A. 
?\IcBratney of ?\Iirmcdo:;a. They have 
three sons, Jon, 18, attending Brandon 
Collegiate, Vaughan H, in grade IV, 
and Glen in grade IL 

FOR TY YEARS OF KIRKCONNELL 
TITLES 

The above is the title of a record of 
publications by Dr. 1.Vatson Kirkcon­
nell, President of Acadia Cniversity in 

Dr. Watson Kirkconnell 

\\'olfville, Nova Scotia. The record ap­
peared in the January, 1961, number 
of the Acadia Bulletin, published by 
the Associated Alumni of ,\cadia Uni-
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versity. The introductory paragraph 
reads as follows: 

""\Vith the year 1960, President "\-Vat­
son Kirkconnell completes forty full 
years of publication. To mark the an­
niversary, ,ve give below a list of his 
books, pamphlets and offprints, works 
done in collaboration, and contri­
butions to collective ·works. Omitted. 
however, are several hundred articles 
and other items in periodicals." 

In the list there are 170 items under 
the following headings: 

I Books, Pamphlets and Offprints 
(112) 

II Works in Collaboration (4) 
III Contributions to Collective ·w ork:i 

('H1 
IV Edited by "\Vatson Kirkconnell (3) 
V Prefaces and Forewords (7) 
VI Other Book :Manuscripts Com­

pleted, awaiting ,publication (8) 
One of the eight unpublished works 

is his "Collected Poems", (pp 3000) 
The publications on Icelandic sub­

jects, entirely or in part, are the fol­
lowing: 

l European Elegies (Graphic Pub­
lishers, Ottawa, 1928, pp 166) 

2 The European Heritage: A synopsis 
of European cultural achievement 
(J. M. Dent & Sons, London, 1930, 
pp 184) 

3 Canada to Iceland (Lindsay, "\-Var­
der Press, 1930, pp 8) 

4 The North American Book of Ice­
landic Verse (Carrier & Isles, New 
York, 1930, pp 228) 

5 Icelandic Canadian Poetry (Dal­
houie Review, 1934, pp 14) 

6 The Eternal Quest (Columbia Press 
1934, pp 136) 

7 Canadian Overtones (Columbia 
Press 1935, pp 104) 

8 Canada's Leading Poet, Stephan G. 
Stephansson, (University of Tor­
onto Quarterly, 1936 pp 15) 

9 A Skald in Canada (Royal Society 

of Canada, 1939, pp 15) 
l O Icelandic History in Icelandic Vo­

cabulary, (Columbia Press, 1948, 
pp 12) 

A review by Dr. Kirkconnell of pub­
lications in languages other than Eng­
lish and French, under the title "New 
Canadian Letters" has appeared an­
nually, since 1935, in the University 
of Toronto Quarterly. In these revie,vs 
Dr. Kirkconnell has made appropriate 
references to Icelandic publications, as 
they have appeared from time to time. 

Dr. "\Vatson Kirkconnell addressed 
the "Islendingadagurinn" at Gimli in 
,\ugust 1953, the title of his address 
being "Stephan G. Stephansson ancl 
:North America." The address appear­
ed in Vol. XII, No I, of The Icelandic 
Canadian. 

* 

flNNBOGI GUDMUND�ON 

OBTAINS HIS DOCTORATE 

Prof. Finnbogi Gu6mundsson 

Finnbog-i Guomundsson, who ,vas 
appointed Head of the Department 
of Icelandic Language and Literature 
in the University of ::\Ianitoba when 
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it was established in 1951, has obtained 
his degree of Doctor of Philosophy 
from the University of Iceland. His 
thesis, extending over 400 pages, ·was 
based on "Translations of Homer" by 
Svein bjorn Egilsson. 

The Icelandic Canadian extends 
congratulations to Dr. Gu'omundsson 
and at the same time express the hope 
that a copy of the thesis in .printed or 
multigraph form be made available to 
the magazine. 

SASKATOON SISTERS CHOSEN 

FOR NATIONAL YOUTH 

ORCHESTRA 

Two talented young lady musicians 
of Saskatoon were chosen to perform 
with the National Youth Orchestra at 
a Massey Hall concert on Dec 31st. The 
girls are Stephanie, 18, and Averil 16, 
Amason, daughters of Professor and 
Mrs. T. J. Amason. Stephanie is a 
trombonist, and Averil a flautist, both 
members of the Saskatoon Symphony 
Orchestra. Last August the two girls 
played with the National Youth 
Orchestra in the Festival at Stratford. 
To have two members of the Saskatoon 
Orchestra ( of 120 members) chosen in 
a group of players taken from all parts 
of Canada is a signal honor for the 
local orchestra and for the young ladies 
chosen as its representatives. 

* 

FROM THE EDMONTON ICE-
LANDIC CANADIAN CLUB 

"\Ve seem to be growing in strength 
in the Icelandic Club here in Edmon­
ton. The young Lunclar Icelandetrs 
living here have given an impetus to 
our affairs and are promoting several 
functions in the future. Glen Eyford 
showed some movies sent direct to him 
from Iceland, and provided us with 
one memorable evening. 

Lillian T. Sumarlidason 

PROMOTED TO SQUADRON 

LEADER 

FL Lieut. Arthur K. Swainson 

Flight Lieutenant Arthur K. Swain­
son of \Vinnipeg was promoted in Jan­
uary to the rank of squadron leader in 
the Royal Canadian Air Force. 

Son of Mr. and :\Jrs. Ingolfur 
Swainson of 471 Home Street, \Vin­
nipeg, Mr. Swainson received his 
education at public ancl high schools 
at Glenboro, l\fan., United College 
and the University of Manitoba. He 
graduated in 1954 with an L.L.B. 
degree in law and about a year later 
was commissioned in the legal branch 
of the R.C.A.F. 

He spent a year as staff legal officer 
of No. 14 Training Group head­
quarters in "\Vinnipeg and three years 
as Deputy Judge Advocate at R.C.A.F. 
headquarters in Ottawa, then was ap­
pointed in 1960 as staff legal officer 
at Air Defence Command head­
quarters at St. Hubert, Quebec. 

He is married to the former Marion 
Olson, daughter of l\fr. and ;\frs. \r. 
H. Olson of \Vinnipeg. They have two
children: Cathy, age 4, and Nancy,
age 2.
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RECIPIENT OF CANADA COUN­
CIL FELLOWSHIP HONORED AT 
LUNCHEON 

Sveinn Skorri Hoskuldson, Mag. art., 
of Reykjavik, Iceland, who is studying 
at \lanitoba University this year on a 
non-resident Flellqwship granted by 
the Canada Council for the academic 
year 1960-6 l ,  was honored at a luncheon 
held in the Hudson Bay Store, Georg­
ian Room, on Tuesday, Feb. 21. 

Dr. H. H. Saunderson, President of 
the University; Dr. Richard Beck, of 
the Icelandic National League; Grettir 
Johannson, Consul for Iceland; Elman 
Guttormson, representing the Iceland­
ic members of the Manitoba Legi,la­
ture; and John Samson, Alderman of 
the city of W'innipeg, welcomed l\fr. 
Hoskuldson, and congratulated him 
upon being awarded the Fellowship. 
\fr. Hoskuldson in responding, said 
he was glad to meet so many represent­
ative 'IVestern-Icelanders. 

Judge "\V. J. Linda! was host and 
chairman. 

* 

PIONEER PASSES 

Thordur Arnason, 87, pioneer of the 
\fozart district, died recently at \fel­
fort, Saskatchewan. Mr. Arnason was 
born at Fagradal, Vopnafirdi, Iceland. 
He immigrated to North Dakota at 
the age of 16, and moved ta Morelen, 
\fanitoba, in 1899. He moved to the 
\f oz art district in 1906, where he had 
lived until recently. In 1902 he married 
Sigurros Thomasson. He was an active 
member of the Lutheran church and 
took a keen interest in community 
affairs. He served as councillor for the 
Local Improvement District at "\Vyn­
yard, was first Reeve of the Rural 
.\Innicipality of Elfros, and served as 
both secretary and trustee of Little 
Quill school district. He also held of­
fices in the United Grain Growers' As-

sociation, and helped organize the 
Wheat Pool in the Mozart district. He 
is survived by his widow and seven 
children: Dr. A. P. (Arni) Amason, Ot­
tawa, Dr. T. J. (Thomas) Amason, 
Saskatoon, Mrs. A. Vanness (Laura), 
Rossland, B. C., Mrs. T. Card, 
(Thordis) Edmonton, Mrs. R. J. Casey 
(Olive) Prince Albert, Mrs. J. C. Walk­
er (Margaret), Mozart, and Thordur 
S. Arnason, Mozart; and one sister,
l\.frs. J. Thomasson, Smeaton.

* 

NORTHERN LAKE NAMED IN 

HONOUR OF EINAR THOR 

WILKINSON 

A hitherto unnamed lake in nor­
thern Saskatchewan near the Mani­
toba border has been named "Wilkin­
son Lake in memory of the late Pilot 
Officer Einar Thor lVilkinson who 
at the age of 25 was reported missing 
and presumed dead while on a photo 
reconnaisance mission with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force over the Ruhr 
valley in Germany during the Second 
\\'orld ,var. Son of Mr. and Mrs. lVal­
ter J. \\'ilkinson who now make their 
home at Ste 26, Trevere Apartments, 
,100 Furby St., Winnipeg, Pilot Of­
ficer ,vilkinson was born at Gimli, 
:\Ian. and lived with his parents in 
both .\Ianitoba ancl Saskatchewan. His 
mother is Icelandic, the former Karin 
Peter,on of Gimli. Two other sons 
also sened ,rith the Royal Canadian 
Air Force during the Second ,v orld 
War. 

* 

BRITAIN AND ICELAND SETTLE 

FISH DISPUTE 

On February 27, last, Britain and 
Iceland agreed on proposals for set­

tling their fishing dispute. The propos­
als have to be ratified by the Parli­
ament of Iceland, which is taken for 
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granted as the negotiations were car­
ried on by Prime Minister 6lafur 
Th6rs on behalf of the Government 
of Iceland. 

A despatch from London, Eng., is 
reported in The Winnipeg Tribu:-ie 
on February 27 as follows: 

Britannia Rules Waves-12 Miles Out 

LONDON-The British Government 
has pulled down its colors in the 30-
month codfish war with Iceland. 

A news dispatch today says Brit.1in 
has agreed to recognize Iceland's con­
troversial 12-mile limit with one con­
cession-British trawlers will be permit­
ted to fish in areas up to six miles from 
the Iceland coast at certain seasons for 
a three-year period. 

This agreement brought to an end 
a comic opera battle in which the chief 
weapons were hot words, exchanged 
in a series of international meetings 
since the little northern country 
extended its limits in 1958. 

To tradition-conscious Britons, with 
;:i taste for history, the London an­
nouncement must have had a faintly 
familiar ring. 

Once before, in the ninth century, 
the ancestors of these two peoples had 
met in battle and the Angles and Sax­
ons of ancient England had fared little 
better that time. 

While the British would eventually 

EXTRACTS FROM 

Published in Los Angeles; Editor, Skull Bjarna­

son, Assistant Editor, Gudny M. Thorwaldson 

Peace Effort 

A lady by name of Mrs. Easter Beek­
ly has organized a chorus of 70 voices 

see the results of defeat right in the 
nation's bread basket, at least they 
might find some satisfaction in their 
own conduct during the grand cam­
paign. 

Stiff Upper Lip 

On the high seas, the navy had acted 
with dash and determination. On the 
diplomatic front, British envoys had 
displayed the proper stiff upper lip. 

In September, 1958, men from the 
British navy had driven back two 
determined attempts by Icelandic 
boarding parties to seize British traw­
lers fishing within the 12-mile limit. 

The British had even captured nine 
of the boarders even though they had 
to treat these prisoners as "guests" 
when the Iceland ships refused to take 
their men back again. 

British Ambassador Andrew G. Gil­
christ had come through with honor 
undiminished. 

Who would criticize his pukka sahib 
behavior when outraged Icelanders at­
tacked his residence at Reykjavik? He 
put on a bagpipe record to drown out 
the shouting after chiding the stone­
throwers. "If they were cricket players, 
they would be better shots." 

Undoubtedly, victory and fuller fish 
nets would have been more pleasing, 
but in a world that frowns on gunboat 
diplomacy, what else can an Eng­
lishman do but make the best of it 
and muddle through? 

with one number from each national­
ity group. Victoria (Vickie) daughter 
of the Oli Bachman's has represented 
the Icelandic ethnic group. This group 
has been in existence for about three 
years and are getting to be very well 
known all over the U.S.A. The chorus 
is in great demand and right now 

have several commitments for the 

month of February. Mrs. Beekly en-
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listed the assistance of the consuls from 
the several countries, who were verv 
helpful in procuring national dres's 
for these children. They start their 
programs by singing "Let there be 
Peace on Earth, and let it begin 
with me," etc. 

Very recently "Truth and Con­
sequences" on channel 4 had a Polish 
boy on their program ·who had to tran­
slate "Old ·woman in a Shoe", a Japa­
nese girl who translated "Little Boy 
Blue", and Vickie Bachman who recit­
ed an Icelandic translation of "Jack 
and Jill went up the hill." The audi­
ence was asked to name the rhymes in 
the native tongue of the participants, 
but apparently there were no people 
of these nationalities there as no one 
could identify the rhymes! 

On February 20, this group sang 
on T.V. on channel 4. 

Mrs. Beekly deserves a great deal 
of credit for her efforts in behalf of 
United Nations. 

Scholarships 
Thora Carol Baines, 21, of Tisdale, 

Saskatchewan, has been awarded one 
of the three Federal Government 
grants of $5000 each, awarded to three 
University of Saskatchewan graduates 
to aid them in further study of social 
work. 

Miss Baines graduated from the Uni­
versity of Saskatchewan last spring. 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. She is 
studying for a Master's degree in 
Psychiatric Social work at the Univer­
sity of British Columbia. 

The grant will pay university fees, 
travel expenses and a $200.00 a month 
living allm,·ance for the two years of 
the course. 

Reflections of Gunnar Matthiasson on 
Political Topics of the Day: 

"If the free Society cannot help the 
many ,,·ho are poor, it cannot save the 
few who are rich." 
(From Kennedy's Inauguration Speech) 

* 
FABRIC 

I've tried to live each day in such a way 
That when to-morrow makes to-day a 

vesterdav, 
I will have woven into the £�bric of , 

my Life 
Some gay design, some patch of color, 
Bright, to please the eye, 
So that in the graying years to come, 
'When all the quick responsive senses 

dull, 
I may look back across the pattern of 

my past 
and, in my memory relive the joys 

and dreams 
of all my yesterdays. 

These beautiful thoughts come from 
the pen of Mrs. Nina Halperin, who 
is a shut-in. 

Thora Carol Baines 

Carol 1s a granddaughter of Mrs. 
Domhildur Johnson of -wynyard. Her 
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mother was the former Thruda John­
son. On completing Grade XII at Tis­
dale Carol won a gold watch. 

* 

TRIPLE SCHOLARSHIP WINNER

Wayne Douglas Pickering 

On completing his high school 
education at Foam Lake Composite 
School of Foam Lake, Sask., in the 
summer of 1960 Wayne Douglas

Pickering was awarded three scholar-

ships for scholastic excellence. They 
are: 
l. Saskatchewan Government Scholar­

ship, $500.00
2. The Jack ..\Ioore Memorial Schol­

arship, awarded by the Saskatch­
ewan Canadian Legion, $400.00

3. The Foam Lake Unit Scholarship
$100.00.

·wayne Pickering is currently at­
tending the University of Saskatch­
ewan taking 1st Year Engineering. 

"\'Vayne is a son of Mr. and Mrs. 
George Pickering of Elfros, Sask. His 
mother Stephania is a daughter of the 
late Jon Stefanson and Disa Stefanson 
who ·homesteaded in the distric in 1905. 

S. A. THORARINSON 
Barrister and Solicitor 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 
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Green Blankstein Russ�II Associates 
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ACCESSORIES VISIT 

lf JIHlllE C �J\\11llEJRPl S11Hll <0Hf1> 
Phone WHitehall 3-5517 350 Donald St., Winnipeg 
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Jim Bjerring 

Jim Bjerring, son of l\fr. and Mrs. 
K. H. Bjerring of Calgary, Alberta, and 
grandson of Trygg-vi Bjerring of Win­
nipeg, won the \Vally Rowan Memor­
ial Scholarship on graduating from 
\Vestern Canada High School in Cal­
gary. 

Jim scored an average of 87.2 per 
cent on his Grade XII examinations. 
He was vice-president of the school 
Booster Club last term and was af­
filiated with the Anglican Young 
People's Association, the YMCA, the 
Tuxis organization, and served as one 
of \Vestern's "Junior Executives" for a 

NORTH STAR CO-OP 
CREAMERY ASS'N LTD. 

NORTHSTAR FOOD LOCKERS 
Makers of Canada First Grade Butter 

Finest Bacon, Ham and Mutton Curing 

and Smoking 

ARBORG 
Creamery Ph. 76562 

MANITOBA 
Locker Ph. 76307 

down town department store. He is 
now enrolled in an Arts course, at the 
University of Alberta, Calgary, major­
ing in Mathematics. 

* 

Wilfred Franklin Sigurdson 

Wilfred Franklin Sigurdson, son of 
�Ir. and Mrs. F. E. Sigurdson of Oak 
Point was awarded the following for 
his academic work during the 1959-60 
term: 
$,150.00 Queen Elizabeth Bursary, also 
the Professor James Elliot Scholarship 
for the highest standing in Grade XII
at United College. This scholarship is 
donated by Mrs. Joseph Harris, 60'.1 
·wellington Crescent. He is presently
taking Science II (pre-med) at United
College.

G. H. Thorkelson 

Jewellers 

Authorized Elgin Distributor 

Phone 86 Gimli, Man. 



62 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Spring 1961 

Richard Peterson 

A scholarship to the amount of $100 
is awarded e ach year by Dr. G. Paul· 
son to the student receiving the high• 
est marks in the Grade XI Departmen• 
tal examinations at Lundar High 
School. \Vinners of the scholarship are 

Please Call Us for 

Estimates on 
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1700 ELLICE A VE. 

Phone SPruce 4-3447 St. James, Man. 

·-- - - - --

Chris ! ohnson 

l 959-Richard Peterson of Lundar. -

Parents, Rodney and Steinun Peterson.

1960-Kris Johnson, of Lundar. Par­

ents: Kjartan and Thelma Johnson.

Kris had an average of 78 per cent.

Three Good 

Hotels ... 

LELAND HOTEL 
William & Albert 

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL 
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• 

McCLAREN HOTEL 
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James Dangerfield 

l 
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CO-OPERATION: 

"Light Is The Load 

Where Many Share 

The Toil" 

Neither province, 

parish nor nation, 

neighborhood, 

family, nor 

individual can 

live profitably 

in exclusion 

from the rest 

of the world - -

-Ralf Tyler Flewelling 

Spring 1961 

"SERVICE AT COST" 

MANITOBA POOL ELEVATORS 

A rewarding 
. . 

career 1n n urs1ng 
is open to you . . .

with the following special advantages: 

Responsibility- You will have all the freedom 
you require to develop your initiative. You will 
be able to specialize in the various fields of the 
Nursing Service. 

Comfortable accommodation- You will live 
in the same type of accommodation as the 
officers and will enjoy the privileges of the 
officers' mess, 

Good fellowship- You will belong to a recog­
nized and respected group, both on leave and 
on duty, 

Clothing allowance - Generous allowance of 
$450 on your appointment to a commission. 

Paid holidays - Thirty days' leave with pay 
and allowances. 

T.-avel - You will have the opportunity to vii:;it 
several parts of Canada and also Germany. 

Secu.-fty- Monthly pay with regular increases,. 
based on rank and length of service, as well as . 
several other benefits. 

For further information, write today to; 

SURGEON GENERAL 
CANADIAN FORCES MEDICAL SERVICE 
OTTAWA, ONT� 


