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The 1955 Manitoba Open Golf final was something that was very close to the heart of 

Niak,awa ppro Harold Eidsvig. As a perennial president of the Manitoba Professional 

Golfers Association, he had struggled to raise the standard of the open, begging and 

cajoling for more prize money to attract outstanding players. He hadn't told anybody, 

but he obviously felt he had a good chance ro win it on his home course, despite the 

presence of suoh noted Ganadian pros as Stan Leonard of Vancouver and Al Balding 

of Toronto. And on lthis rainy, cool Saturday, Eidsvig and Balding, the new CPGA 

ohampion fought down the 54th green where everything depended on one's putter. 
Eidsvig had to sink a 15-footer and hope that Balding would mi.ss a 12-footer. The 

Ontario pro rimmed the cup and Eidsvig's putt went home. Deadlocked with 221 

strokes, il:he heartened Eidsvig drove truly and chipped his second shot eight feet from 

the pin. Balding found he had to go for a 20-footer on the green. He didn't make it. 

Eidsvig sank his putt to win the open he had hoped would be the best of them all. 
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HECLA ISLAND, LAKE WINNIPEG. The first Icelandic settlers arrived in the fall of 

1875, and, until recently, the island has been populated exclusively by people of 

Icelandic descent. 
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Is your money working as hard as you? 
Likely it isn't. It can earn a substantial 

guaranteed rate of interest at WSL. 

For complete information ask one of 

our Saving Councellors. 

280 Smith Street - Winnipeg 

LAKE WINNIPEG CRUISE 1963 

During the navigation season the "M.S. KEENORA" will leave Selkirk 
on MONDAYS at 6:00 P.l.VI. D.S.T. (except when Monday is a general 
holiday, sailinng date will be on Tuesday at 6:00 P.M.· for NORWAY 
HOUSE, calling at Matheson Island, Berens River and Warrens Land
ing. Round trip fare $75.00 including meals and berth. (Children 
under 12 half fare.) 
SUNDAY EXCURSIONS to mouth of Red River: leaves Selkirk at 12:3·J 
noon, returning about 6:30 p.m. Fares $2.00 for adults, half fare of 

for children under 12. Winnipeg Phona GLobe 2-0731-or write 

Selkirk Navigation Co .. Ltd. SELKIRK, MAN.
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AT LAST! 
in ONE BOOK 

all the facts about 
-

MANITOBA 

This big (17" x 23") up-to-date 
Economic Atlas of Manitoba 
contains maps, graphs and text 
with factual information on 
subjects such as: 

• Geology • Soils • Precipitation 
and Growing Season • Urban 
Settlement • Routes of Travel and 
Population Trends � Population 
Density • Farm Economic Data 
• Water Resources • Electric Power 
• Mines and Minerals • Manufacturing 
• Urban Growth and Principal Industries 

This unique and authentic 80 page 
economic atlas was 3 years in 
preparation - contains 100 full 
color maps, 40 pages of factual text 
material. This one book is an 
essential asset to any who are planning 
to participate in the dynamic 
growth of Manitoba. Limited quantity 
available - order your copy soon! 
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vVe welcome appointments as Co
Executor with members of the 
family with full knowledge that it 
creates a personal relationship and 
provides a family voice in managemenl. 

• 

preserving 

family 

tradition 

Montreal Trust has accumulated in its 
seventy years of trust service a vast 
store of experience in the successful 
administration of estates and is well 
gualified to provide the technical skill

needed by your executor. 

A talk with one of our experienced trust 
officers will aid you in developing an 
estate plan to meet your wishes and 
provide a familv voice in management 

Clarence Lowe, Manager 
m Winnipeg at Notre Dame Ave. Sc Albert SL. 

Telephone WHitehall 3-0451 

MONTREAL TRUSl� 
Company 

MONTREAL CALGARY EDMONTON HALIFAX 
TORONTO VANCOUVER VICTORIA WINNIPEG 
SAINT JOHN, N. B. REGINA QUEBEC, P. Q. 
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B. STUART PARKER L. N. :\IERCURY

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS 

Second Floor 

210 OSBORNE STREET WINNIPEG I 
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EDITORIAL 

MULTICULTURALISM 

-we appear to be living in an age that is very much concerned with a rather
nebulous thing called "culture". As Canada's centennial approaches we are like
ly to be made increasingly aware of it. Ours is a nation with two official lan
guages and, ,1·e assume, two official cultures. Of late, we have been experiencing 
some difficulty in developing these two cultures in complete harmony with one 
another. In fact, in one province of this Dominion there is an active and growing 
movement known as "separatism", whose avowed purpose it is to split the nation 
in t,rn so that that part of it which is predominently French-speaking may de
velop in complete independence. This has now become a matter of such concern 
that, in its Speech from the Throne at the opening of the Twenty-Sixth Parli
ament, the Government of Canada announced its intention to establish a com
mission "to inquire into and report upon the existing state of bilingualism and 
biculturalism in Canada" and make recommendations. 

. \ctually, Canada has for the past half century or more been more than just 
a bi-cultural society. Despite the preponderance of Anglo-Saxon institutions, ours 
might with some justification be described as a multicultural nation. ·whether 
thi, condition will alter considerably as the years go by, whether the cultural 
tradition,; which our various national groups brought with them from Europe 
will oradually melt tooether into a kind of Anglo-Canadianism; or, ,vhat is much 

;:, b 

more likely, into a kind of Amero-Canadianism, remains to be seen. At any rate, 
there is a crrowino- bodv of opinion in Quebec Province which does not wish to 

t, .::, ; 

become involved in such a trend. Surely we will be richer for it if we are able to 
retain some of our multicultural character in the face of this trend toward a 
dead-level mono-culture. 

Not long ago the Icelandic Canadian Club held an Arts and Crafts Fair in 
Winnipeg at which various ethnic groups in the city were invited to display dis
tinctive native handicraft of all description. It proved to be outstandingly suc
c�sful. Not only did it attract a large crowd, but everyone who attended was 
most enthusiastic in praise of the whole effort. In its own small way, this handi
crafts exhibition demonstrated the way in which various ethnic groups can be 
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interested in one another's folk art and one another's folk traditions. And what 
is particularly encouraging is the fact that here is an interest which is inclusive 
and not exclusive. Here we have the reverse of "separatism"-an appreciation of 
the worth of other cultures: cultures not in competition with one another, but 
complementary to one another. This is our multicultural society, taking pride in 
the contributions made by all of its component ethnic groups. 

Perhaps, as a multicultural nation, we may be uniquely fitted to play our 
part in the community of nations which make up our multicultural world. 

Gustaf Kristjanson 

Much appreciated letter redeved 

Dear Fellow Viking: 
A professor, friend of many years, objected to my salutation: "Fellow 

Viking." He insisted: 'Tm British, not Scandinavian." I reminded him it was 
parallel to the old folk saying "Scratch a Russian and you'll find a Tartar." 

To be sure of my facts, I checked his name into my Norwegian diction
ary. It ,vAS A .. nglicized. Its current pronunciation, however, ·was exactly the 
same as Norwegian back in the days of King Harold Bluetooth. 

All this reminds one that Scandinavians, also British, (likewise Amer
icans with British name), furthermore Hollanders, North Germans,-all are 
Nordicss. All are Viking . 

"\Vriter once checked several thousand names of a list of scientists that 
had given the world American Know How. Some 2 percent were Near East, per
haps percent were non-Nonlic European, or "Latin-American" or Oriental. 
The remaining 94 percent were Nordic. 

·we Nordics have our faults. vVe have our deficiencies. -writer dare;
ask. ho1l'ever, "Is not most of today's research the result of the devoted labors of 
those whose Viking ancestors wanted to know about what was Bevond?" 

Very earnestly, 
C. M. Goethe

by C. M. Goethe of 3731 Tea Street, 
Sacramento 16, California 

The above is a letter sent, to the editor of this magazine. Not only h;s�. 
Goethe been a subscriber for many years but for over ten years he has paid the 
subscription for ten American and Canadian universities. Such loyal support dem
onstrates how far the Nordic spirit of the Viking peoples extends. On hehalf of 
of the Magazine Board, and, one may safely add, on behalf of all the readers of 
the magazine, sincere appreciation is extended to Mr. Goethe. -Ed. 
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THE ANCIENT SCHOOLS OF IRELAND 

By HJALMUR F. DANIELSON 

The background of the history of 
the Icelanders, which begins in Nor
way, has been told and retold in Ice
landic literature, including Snorri 
Sturluson's Heimskringla, and illumi
nated in the Eddas. On the other hand, 
we seem to have ignored the back
ground of the history of the Icelanders 
which begins in Ireland, Scotland and 
the "\c\T es tern Islands, especially in re
gard to education, and literature and 
the other arts. The Orkneyinga Saga
and the Vikinga Saga do not give any 
information about the Irish schools. 
Neither does Gu5brandur Jonsson*, 
give any information about the Irish 
schools in the chapter which he added 
to ,the book which he translated: Ire
land, by Dr. George Chatterton Hill. 

Some historians claim that there is 
thirty percent of Celtic blood in the Ice
landic people. It may, :therefore, be of 
interest to Icelanders and people of 
Icelandic descent to read about the 
schools of their forefathers in Ireland 
·which were flourishing for three cen
turies before Iceland was fully settled,
in 930 A.D.

In regard to the schools in Ireland
in early time, the Encyclopaedia Am
ericana records this: "The fact that
the earliest writings extant in Ireland,
can be traced no further than the
seYenth century, is far from ,proYing
that previous to that time writing was

unknown in Ireland. That manuscripts 
existed before that time is amply 
proved. Ireland had at thaJt time been 
long in touch with Europe, and her 
schools had supplied teachers and mis
sionaries to the western world for cen
turies. During the dark ages when 
continental Europe was plunged in al
most universal wars, Ireland was the 
home of monastic schools, where the 
learning of ages was preserved, and the 
arts of writing and illuminating were 
generously fostered." 

The strictly historical period in Ire
land began with St. Patrick, in the 
first half of the fifth century. The 
authentic writings of St. Patrick are the 
earliest written documents of Irish hi
story. However, it is not considered 
cor;ect ,to say that existence before 
that was pre ... historic. 

St. Patrick was sent as bishop to Ire
land in A.D. 432. To him belongs the 
chief credit of christianizing Ireland. 
Ireland in common with Iceland has 
the distinction of having adopted 
Christianity without bloodshed. 

Schools and the development of cul
ture followed the introduction of 
Christianity in Ireland, as in other 
parts of the world. Berardis says in his 
book, Italy and Ireland: "Of the three 
great peoples of the ancient western 
world, Greeks, the Celts and the Ro
mans, i,t is the first two who had the 

* Icelandic has p and o in common with the Anglo-Saxon. I? is pronounced like
th in thought and o like th in father.
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most profound influence on the 
politics and the culture of the world. 
They led mankind along what Chinese 
philosophy calls 'The way of life'. It 
is to them that we owe the organization 
of society and the development of 
learning. From the beginning they in
stinctively diYided the zones of in
fluence; that of the Greeks was south
eastern Europe, Asia Minor and the 
shores of the Mediterranean; thait of 
the Celts was all central and western 
Europe." 

The Joye of learning has generally 
been characteristic of the Irish race. 
In referring to Ireland in the middle 
ages, this is recorded in the Encyclo
paedia: "The love of Hterature of the 
traditional ty,pe, in song, in poem and 
in saga was more universal in Ireland 
than in any other country in ·western 
Europe. In the eighth and ninth cen
turies the scholars of Ireland were 
among the most distinguished at the 
courts of kings, especially that of 
Charlemagne. Ireland was called, 'The 
Island of Saints and scholars.' For two 
centuries, the seventh and eighth, Ire
land was the uniwrsity of western 
Europe." 

Dr. Samuel Johnson, ithe great Eng
lish author, called Ireland in the mid
dle ages, "The school of the west, the 
quiet habitation of sanctity and liter
ature." The author of Faerie Queene,
Edmund Spenser (1552-1599), who was 
well ,1cq uainted -wiith conditions in 
Ireland, as he had lived there for many 
years, says in his book, View Of The
State Of Ireland: "Ireland had the use 
of letters very anciently and long be
fore England.'' 

The Ancient Schools 

A great number of monastery schools 
were founded in Ireland, from the 
middle of the fifth cellltury, and flour
ished all over the country. The oldest, 

and at the same time one of the most 
famous school was founded at Armagh
A.D. 450. Towards the end of the fifth
cerntury A.D. and during the follow
ing centuries, several colleges were
established, the most celebrated being
Noendrum, founded by St. Muchua;
Louth, by St. Moctha; and Kildare, by
St. Brigit. Clonfert was founded by
Brendan, the "navigator"; Clonard,
was founded by St. Finnian, in 520;
Clonmacnois was founded in 544 by St.
Ciaran. Owing to its situation in
the centre of Ireland and its enjoyment
of political freedom, Clonmacnois be
came practically a national university
with which many of 1the most important
chiefs, such as the O'Connors, the
McDermots and the l\facCarthys main
tained close connection. Bangor was
founded by St. Comgall; Glendalough,
by St. Kevin, in the sixth century, and
Lismore, near "\c\Taterford, was founded
by St. Carthage, in the seventh cen
turv. Students crowded there from
,v;Ies and Britain, Germany and Italy.
At Clonfert, on the Shannon, St. Bren
dan gathered around him three thou
sand students, as had done St. Finnian.
Still another monastery school was
founded in the lower Lake Killarney
district, the school of Yusin Drecain,
which was a lay school of general liter
ature, or as we should say, a school of
arts rather ,than of scripture and the
ology. The last school that should be
mentioned is Iniscaltra, which is locat
ed on an enchanting island in Lower
Dreg, between Galway and Clare. It
was founded bv St. Columba, who was
succeeded by 'Comin, the writer of
philosophical studies.

St. Columba (521-597), established a 
monostery and school on the holy is
land of Iona, about 563 A.D. In his 
time the world's largest library was 
located there and students from many 
lands gathered there. Lindisfarne, ,the 
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monastic and episcopal capital of 
Northumberland, England, had direct
literary relationship with Ireland. 

Mention must be made of another 
famous school founded by Irish monks 
-namely ,the kbby of St. Gall in
Switzerland. It was here that the Cel
tic influence was most felt and endured
longest. ·within its walls for centuries
sacred sciences were taught and classic
authors studied.

:.\fany of the monks excelled as 
musicians and poets. Giraldus Cam
brensis (Gerald De Barri, 1146-1200), 
who was a \,Velsh churchman and hi
storian, visited Ireland in the latter 
part of the 12th century as chaplain to 
Prince John.Subsequently he wrote 
two books Expugnatis Hibernica and 
Topographia Hibernica. In the first 
named he discourses about the remark
able proficiency in music among the 
Irish, saying that it far surpasses what 
he has experienced in other countries. 

There were also Bardic schools and 
professional schools of law and tra
ditional medicine, with t:he results 
that education was more wide-spread 
in early Christian Ireland than else
where in these clays in Europe, and at 
least a certain amount of learning was 
almost as much a part of the training 
of an Irish chief or a warrior as of an 
ecclesiastic. Swimming, the handling of 
arms and horsemanship was taught. 

The Venerable Bebe (673-735), gives 
eloquent testimony to the generosity of 
the Irish in providing students with 
free tuition, board and even necessary 
manuscripts. Legal provision was made 
for secular teaching, and after the con
vention at Druimceat, in 890 the public 
schools ·were organized on new and 
better basis, and the remuneration, 
rights and obligations were fixed by 
law. 

\Vhole shiploads of students crossed 
the Irish sea to pursue their education 

in Ireland. Foreign students were ,the 
most numerous in the seventh and 
eighth centuries. At that time the Eng
lish regarded Ireland as the university 
of Europe. The records show ,that the 
schools were well attended bv the na
tives as the foreigners. In · fact any 
man of consequence ("Ma<Jur meo 
monnum"), in Ireland, was educated 
during the time the schools flourished 
there. Three thousand students gather
ed around St. Finnian, at Clonard, and 
the Armach school was attended bv 
English students in such numbers tha·t 
it had a special sys.tern of teaching, and 
for that purpose had special Saxon 
quarters on the school grounds. Such 
was the attraction of the excellent 
teachers, the system of teaching and 
the libraries, all of which was far in 
advance of what was current elsewher1: 
in western Europe. 

The School Towns 

The school towns consisted of hun
dreds of small, round, thatched stone 
huts, for the students, and long houses 
for the Abbot, Archbishops and the 
bishops. Other churchmen and teachers 
built higher up on the hillside. The 
method of teaching was patterned after 
,that of Aristotle, the Greek (384-322 
B.C.), who taught his students outside
in the garden of Lycium. During the
period of teaching, the students sat on
the slope of a hill. They took notes
on wax tablets, or, if more pennan
ency was desired, on parchment.

Curric.ulum 

The subjects taught in the ancient 
schools of Ireland varied according to 
the profession the student intended 
to follow, stress being laid on the prin
ciple of Christian doctrine, genealogy 
and the history and legends of Ireland. 
Other main subjects taught were geom-
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etry, astronomy and mathematics. The 
writing of poetry, the study of music, 
ancl the illumination of manuscripts 
were cultivated. The Irish excelled in 
the illuminating art, as shown by the 
Book of Armach, the Book of Darrow,
and especially ,the Book of Kells, which 
is the all-surpassing masterpiece of Cel
tic illuminative art, and is acknow
ledged to be the most beautiful manu
script in the world. All monks, of 
course, learned Latin and some learn
eel Greek and Hebrew. King Cormac, 
of Cashel, later Abbot-bishop, was 
praised for his knowledge of Irish, La
,tin, Greek, ·welsh, Anglo-Saxon and 
Norse. In the monasteries a vast num
ber of scribes 1\"ere continually oc
cupied copying sacred scriptures and 
manuscripts. �Iasterpieces of cal
ligraphy, written by Irish monks, as 
well as some two hundred documents 
and books, haw been discovered scat
tered in European libraries, brought 
,there by monks and teachers who were 
forced to flee their country due to 
raids by Vikings and the invasion of 
Ireland by the NoPman-English. About 
one third of this literature is written in 
Irish and the res.t in Latin. Practical
ly no research has been conducted on 
this great store of Irish literature. 

A.,ide from the church, it appear:; 
there were at this period, (the seventh, 
eighth and ninth centuries), three 
great lay professions: Poetry, Law ancl 
History. Poetry generally gets prefer
ence, and the Ollave-poets, or learned 
poets, seem to have been at the very 
top of the learned professions. It is 
qui.,e clear from the various references, 
both in _ \nnals and in the Brehon 
Code, that from the sixth to the 
twelfth century these three professions 
were kept quite distinct; that they 
were taught by various professors and 
at different schools, these professors 
being generally, but not always, from 

the secular branch of learning. The 
Bard, in this period, was distinguished 
from the poet. The former is described 
as a man without formal learning, but 
using his own intellect,-that is a man 
who had from nature the gift of poetry 
and song, but who was never formal
ly trained, and never graduated from 
the school of poetry. Not so the File or 
poet. He was trained in all the myster
ies of the various kinds of Gaelic verse; 
he could compose extempore or in 
writing; he knew the legal number of 
recognized poems and tales, and was 
pronounced qualified to recite them 
before kings and chiefitains, whether 
at a banquet hall, or on a battle march. 
He could eulogize too, and satirize; 
and he and all his company were en
titled to both fee and maintenance; 
they could not be denied food and 
shelter. 

The course in poetry extended over 
twelve years of hard work; and hesides 
the knowledge of seven kinds of verse, 
in each of which the Ollave poet was 
expected to be able to compme ex
temporaneously, and was also sup
posed to know by heart two hundred 
ancl fifty long stories ancl one hundred 
short s,tories, for public recitation. In 
addition to this, the learned poet was 
expected to be able to syncronilc sev
eral short stories into one long storv, 
as some scholars claim was the method 
used in composing the great ma,;ter
piece Njals Saga. Perhaps the earliest 
school of this character to which we 
find any definite reference, is the school 
of Tuin Drecain. It was doubtless one 
of many similar institutions in ancient 
lrelaml. ,\Iany tales recited were of a 
wild and romantic character, but for 
that very reason were highly popular 
in the country. These tales included 
tales of battle, rnyages, caittle-spoils, 
sieges, sorrow and death. 

The historical poets, or chroniclers. 
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seem to have constituted a separate 
professional class in Ireland during 
this period. It was their duty to (a) re
cord the achievements, wars and 
triumphs of kings, princes and chiefs; 
(b) preserve the genealogies. �nd define
the ri,rhts of the noble families; ( c) as
certai� and set forth the limi,ts and 
extent of the sub-kingdoms and ter
ritories ruled over by the princes and 
chiefs. 

It may be of interest to quote a few 
names of great personalities who have 
studied under Irish teachers. St. Os
wald ( cl. 642), King of Bernicia, 
Northumberland studied at the Irish 
school in Iona Island. He brought 
monks with him from Iona and 
christianized his subjects. He ruled 
from 605 to 641. His close alliance 
·with the Celtic church is the character
istic fca,ture of his reign. He 
to St. Aidan, Lin<lisfarne as his 
Aldfrith, king of Northumberland 
the end of the seventh century, 
in Ireland. Archbishop Egbert, one 
the fathers of ,the Anglo-Saxon 
also studied in Ireland at the time 
lived in the Irish Cloister of Rathmel
sio-i or �filford, in the county 
L�1;th. St. Durn,tan (909-988) Arch
bishop of Canterbury and reformer ?f 
monastic life, king in all but rrnme 111 

the reign of Edred, ·was educated by 
the Irish monks of Glastonbury, Eng
land. St. Dunstan ·was one of the most 
highly educa,ted men in Engla�d. Be
sides the usual education acqmred by 
noblemen, he was proficient in paint
ino· calliora1Jhv, making musical in-

h' b I 

struments, bellfounding and as a com-
poser of music. Dagbert II, afterw_anh
kini! of Austria, sought and obtamed 
eclu

0

�ation at Slane in Ireland for mam 
years previous ,to his call to the throne. 
Gertrude, the Abbess of Nivelles in 
Belo·ium in the seventh century is said 

t':, ' 

to have sent to Ireland for books and 

to have had the Irish Saints, Faillan 
and Ultan as her advisers. Alcuin, an 
Englishman, who was renowned in his 
age for learning, was the confidant, 
instructor and adviser of Charlemagne. 
He was the head of the court school 
which Charlemagne established m 
Aachen. He studied under Colgu in 
Ireland as well as under Archbishop 
Egbert in England. 

i\lany Irish scholars were famous for 
their knowledge and literary achieve
ments. Cummian, Abbot and bishop, 
combated ,the errors about the pascal 
computations with an extent of learn
ing and wealth of knowledge amazing 
in a monk of the seventh century. Di
cuil, who wrote the best universal geo
graphy in the ninth century was edu
cated at Clomnacnois; while Fargal, 
the Abbot of Aghaboe, was even in 
those far off days teaching that the 
earth is round, centuries ahead of 
Copernicus (1473-1543), the Polish
German. 

The First 'Wave of Emigration 

from Norway to the West 

The Northmen commenced their 
raids in England and Ireland in 795 
,\.D. The waters which had been Ire
lancl·s protection for centuries, now be
came the highroads of the invaders. 
It seems certain ,that the Norsemen 
had taken possession of the Scottish 
Islands before that date. Gradually 
they took possession of coastal places 
in Ireland, which first were only ports 
of call and markets, but later became 
stockaded enclosures. These piaces 
o-radtnllv o-rew into towns, the first
b 

t 
I b 

towns in Ireland. Several times the 
Norsemen were driven away by the 
Irish, only to return again to establish 
a firm hold on the coa:;tal towns. The 
first of the permanent places occupied 
by the Norsemen was Dublin (Dubh-
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Linn, the black pond), which rose by 
the ford that commanded the Liffy. It 
was founded in 841 by sons of a Norse 
king. It was lost and recaptured, _and
finallv became the capital of a king
dom, �ver which reigned Ivar and Olaf. 
Kino- Olaf the ·white ruled there from 
853 �o 871. Other settlements follm\'ed: 
Limerick in 860; ·wexford, Cork, 
Carlino-ford 'Wicklow, and ·water-

/:':, 
, 

ford which was a firmly established 
settlement in 914. 

It "·as not long until the two race, 
·were dra,\'n together in marriage, and
children of the mixed blood were born.
"\\'hat hastened this process was the
fact that when the Irish were fighting
each other, which was qui,te frequent, 
they ·would anxiously solicit, and secure 
the assistance of the Norsemen who 
were reputed to be good fighters. Thu, 
we find temporary alliances of Norse
Irish fighting the other group of Irish
Norse. 

The newlv founded towns in Ireland 
had trading, communications ,dth Eng
land as well as ,dth the continent, and 
the Norsemen, though not actually iP 
possc,sion of the interior of Ireland, 
were apparently in control of its 
destinies. 

_\t the time the "\\'estern Island,: 
the Shetlands. Orkneys, Hehricles and 
the Isle of :\fan, 1\·erc overrun b, 
Nor,emcn, they were occupied by Irish 
and Scots people. The rares soon be
came mixed. In 85G and 857, the Gall
Ghacdill, or l'\ orse-lrish made their 
appearance in various par,ts of Ire
land; in :\Ieath, Ulster and ?\funster. 
These ,rere said to be the people of 
the generation following the occup
ation of the islands by the Norsemen. 
Some spoke broken Irish, ancl others 
broken Norse. 

In Scotland the Norsemen took pos
session of all the Dalriatic territory 
of Argyle; also Cunningham, Ayre-

shire, Galloway and the North Sol
,1·ay Firth. I>orsteinn the Red ( Oistin) 
the son of Olaf the vVhi,te, king of 
Dublin, in fellowship ,dth Earl Sig
ur<'5ur of the Orkneys, conquered 
Caithness, Sutherland, Ross and ;\:fo
rav. However. I>orsteinn ,\·as soon 
killed in battle and all this ,territory, 
except Caithness and Sutherland, was 
recoYered hy the natives. These two 
provinces were closely connected with 
the Orkncys for a long period. 

Before 880, ,,he "\\' estern Isles 
changed rulers periodically, at ,vhich 
time Norse earls secured a permanent 
hold on them. The Norsemen ap
parently mixed freely ,l'ith the Celts 
in the "\Vest. G. Turville-Petre says in 
his book Origin of Icelandic Literature
"Not all the settlers in Iceland came 
from Norwav itself. A considerable 
proportion c�me from the Norse col
onies in the British Isles, and especial
Iv from those in Ireland and the 
r°Icbrides. These men "·ere descend
ants of Norsemen who had left their 
homes a gencrati()n or two earlier ancl 
had gone to lin: in the Celtic lands. 
The Norse colonists had frequently 
married Celtic 11·omen, or taken con
cubines, and their children ·were mix
ed in culture as they were mixed in 
blood!' 

The Second 'Wave of Emigration 
The \econd 11·ave of emigration from 

N orwav commenced in 871, some two 
\'car, after king Harold Fairhaired, one 
:>f the kings o'f :.\'orn·ay, had conquer
ed all :.\' on\·ay and united it under his 
mrn rule. He gradually took possession 
of the 66als, the estates of the noble
men, in Norway, including those of the 
earls, hersirs (local chiefs), and other 
landowners and men of lesser rank. 
King Harold made ,them swear allegi
ance and pay required taxes. The 
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chiefs considered this tyranny. How
ever, all those who opposed the king 
had to flee the country in order to 
save themselves. Consequently many of 
the o-reat chiefs left Norwav. Some of 

b ' 

,them went first to the various western 
settlements where they had relatives 
and friends. A number of these went 
almost immediately from there to set
tle in Iceland, others s,tayed longer, 
perhaps one a-eneration or more, then 
finallv moved to Iceland. 1ng6lfur 
Arna;son was the first settler. In 874 
he took possession of a large clist'.ict 
around where Reykjavik, the capital 
of Iceland, is now located, and divided 
it amono- his friends ancl relatives when 
they migrated to Iceland. 

Landrnima, (The Book of Settle
ment), records all the names of im
portant people who settled in Icelan_d, 
and also where they settled on the is
land. Ho,rever, the writer of the hook 
has adopted the custom of changing 
the names where pronunciation was 
difficult. As an example: the Irish 
king �Iuircertach, is called Myrkj�rt

an and kincr Cearbhall, is called K]itr-
' b 

val. Sometimes the Celts are simply 
given Icelandic names which are �asy 
to pronounce. Landnama also gives 
the crenealoay of most of the settlers 

b b 

whose names are given in the book. 
covering in many cases three centuries. 

It might be of interest to record 
here the names of some of the most 
distinguished people who came to Ice
land from Ireland and the ·western 
settlements: 

Auour Djupauoga (Deepminded), 
brought with her to Iceland four of 
the daughters and a son, of her son 
I>orsteinn the Red. Their mother was 
a granddaughter of Cearbhall (Kjar
val), king of Leinster, Ireland. She 
set free five slaves and gave them land: 
One of them was Myrgjold, a daugh-

ter of king Glj6mal of Ireland and a 
widow of Earl Meldum of Scotland, 
with her son Erp. The others were

-three men. Hundi, Sokk6lfur and Vi
vill. Vivill's granddaughter, Gu6ri6ur,
a beautiful and talented girl, married
I>orfinnur Karlscfni, who attempted
to establish a colony in Vinland, in
North America, 1003, A.D., but had to
abandon it due to a,ttacks by natives.
Their son, Snorri, is said to have been
the first white child born in North 
,\merica. He was an ancestor of three
bishops in Iceland.

Helgi the Lean, took possession 
of E y j a f j or 6 u r. His father, Ey
vindur Austma6ur, was a direct des
cenclan,t of Fr6oi, a king in Sweclen, 
and his mother, Rafarta, was the 
daughter of Cearbhall, king of Leins
ter. Helgi was raised in Ireland and 
the Hebrides, and his two sons and 
several daughters were adults at the

time they migrated ,to Iceland. 
Helgi Ottarsson, a direct descendant 

of Bjarni Buna Grimsson, hersir in 
2'\onvay, harried in Scotland, and 
brought back with him, to Iceland his 
bride, N iobjfag, whose parents were, 
king Bj6lan of Scotland and Ka6lin, 
a daughter of Gaungu-Hr<>lfur (Rollo), 
Earl of Normandy. Guorun, ,the 
heroine of Laxda:la Saga was Helgi's 
granddaughter. 

Hofoa-I>6rour, said to be a descend
ant of Ragnar Loobr6k, married a 
granddaughter of king Cearbhall. They 
did their share in colonizing the coun
try by raising nineteen children. 

Auounn, of Auounnarstaoir, was the 
grandson of Hunda-Steinar, an Eng
lish Earl. He is reputed to be an an
cestor of Queen Elizabeth II, of Eng
land. 
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Hoskuldur Dalakollsson was the 
great-grandson of two kings,-king 
Cearbhall of Leinster and king 6laf 
the White of Dublin. On one of his 
trips overseas he bought a beautiful 
Irish girl, Melkorka, who had been 
enslaved in a raid, a daughter of king 
Muircertach (�Iyrkjartan), a king in 
Ireland. Their son was 6lafur Pa. He

married a daughter of Egill, the great 
poet of Egils Saga. Their son Kjartan, 
a great athlete, and one of three best 
swordsmen in Iceland, was the hero 
of Laxda:la Saga. 

Guobrandur Jonsson says in the chap
ter ,vhich he inserted in the trans
lation of the book referred to above: 
"TJ!tere seems no doubt that we have 

to thank the Irish for ,the culture and 
literature which has brought such wide 
fame to Iceland." Possibly this should 
be modified to: The mixture of the 
two cultures has made a sound foun
daition for the literary achievements 
of the Icelanders. 

Mindful of the learning which flour
ished in Ireland for a period of three 
hundred years preceding the migration 
of settlers from Ireland to Iceland, it 
seems reasonable to assume tha<t a heri
tage of Irish learning was transmitted 
to Iceland along with the Norse cul
ture and played a prominent par.t m 
developing the classical literature of 
Iceland .. 
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by GUS SIGURDSON 

Take me back to :\Ianitoba 
:'.\ ow that !;pring is in the air 

,vhen the frost and snow have vanished 
And the fields lie damp and bare; 

.. When the brush of blooming nature 
Paints the land for weeks and weeks, 

,-\ncl the shades of green are showing 
Grmnh around the ponds and creeks. 

Take me back and let me wander 
On a smiling April morn, 

Through the fields of Manitoba, 
In the land "'here I ,\'as born. 

Take me back across the mountains 
O'er the rolling prairie breast, 

Back to good old :\Ianitoba 
And the Gateway to the ,vest. 

Leave me loose and let me wander 
North between the lakes afar, 

Let me gaze in brilliant sunshine 
On the je,\'els that they arc; 

Think, how often their abundance 
Fed the hungry, sick and worn 

In the early days of struggle, 
In the land ,d1ere I was born. 

Take me back to :\Ianitoba 
In the spring-time of the year 

There is, Oh, so much I cherish 
That my memory holds dear -

The croaking of the bull-frogs, 
And the cawing of the crows -

All the wild and Yirile beauty 
That my Manitoba knows. 

At this time ·when oak and poplar 
Their bright greenery adorn, 

Take me back to l\Ianitoba, 
To the land where I was born. 

-Courtesy of Logberg-Heimskringla
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THORGEIRSBOLI 

by SYLVIA K. BERANEK 

THORGEIRSBOLI, a painting by JON STEFANSSON 

lcelarnl is a tapestry woven m 
sorn ber colors, vic,rcd in a silver light. 
On even the brightest days the sun
light falls softly, as if filtered through 
a sllloky glass. 

In this tapestry, the yellow-greens of 
the after-grass run like bright thread, 
through the purple of the screes and 
fells, contrasting ·with the blue-green 
patches of the wooly-leafed willows. 
Gray moss carpets the miles of old 
lava fields with its corpse white and 
the crystal rivers do not appear to re
flect the forget-me-not sky. They are 
always dark blue unless they carry the 
meltwater of glaciers. 

Icelandic fields arc not the smiling 
fields of home. They lack our ox-eye 
daisies ancl orange paint brush, shim
mering in the summer's heat. They are 
dank and cold and their buttercups 
and dead-white bog cotton stand with 
their feet in water. But there are more 
sinister places still, such as the lava 
desert called "The Field of the Evil 
Deed". 

In spite of these things, it is a land 
that called to me. Is it because its 
brooding mountains harbor trolls and 
its weird rock formations could easily 
turn to nameless horrors? 

In a country like this, it is perhaps 
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inevitable that belief in supernatural 
beings should still persist. No Icelan
der, no matter how sophisticated, likes 
to assert that these things do not exist. 
Many legends and superstitions have 
grown in this austere country through 
the centuries like the many colored 
lichens that encrust its fantastic rocks. 

One of these beliefs is the subject 
of a painting by Jon Stefansson. Where 
it hangs in the National Gallery in 
Reykjavik, it dominates the room. It 
is a picture not easily forgotten, and 
after my first visit to Iceland, it haunt
ed me. I had to see it again and learn 
its story. 

It represents a partially flayed bull 
and a woman. It is night and the 
moon's beams filtering through riven 
clouds, light up a wild mountain land
scape. The animal has just surmounted 
a rock and stands, snorting clouds of 
bloody steam from distorted nostrils. 
Every bared muscle is plainly discern
able and the thought of that biting air 
on the exposed flesh makes one's own 
flesh creep. 

The most arresting feature of the ap
parition are its eyes. They are unfor
gettable. Not only clo they express pain 
and terror, but they paralyze the be
holder with a kind of unfocused, all 
encompassing malevolence .. 

Beside this creature stands a wo
man, slender and clad in dark, flmr
ing garments. She is not particularly 
beautiful. She seems frozen with 
horror. One arm is laid across her 
breast, the other, bent �tiffly at the el
bow, is upraised in a gesture of repul
sion. Her attitude resembles very clo-·e
ly that of the various frowning saints 
seen in medieval manuscripts. Yet she 
rather conveys the impression that she 
had expected this monster to material
ize beside her, at night, on a lonely 
mountain. 

J.t seems that there was a belief in
the old days, that when a farmer 
slaughtered an animal, he must com
plete ,the butchering without interrup
tion. Should he fail to do so, it was 
possible for the creature to rise again. 
If it did so, it would become a super
na,tural being called a "Thorgeirsboli", 
which would haunt the countryside 
and exist indefinitely. 

Now, a cer,tain man, who was known 
to be a wizard, was in love with a lady 
but she would not have him. ·when he 
found that all his efforts irn that direc
tion failed, he resolved on revenge. He 
kept watch on the neighboring fanm 
when ,the fall butchering was being 
done. One day, the young man ,vhom 
the lady favored, slaughtered a bul
lock. Being a wizard, the rejected suit
or found it no trick at all so to con
fuse the young man that he •left on 
some errand when he had the animal 
partly skinned. 

Of course the wizard made the ani
mal rise again and sent it to haunt the 
lady. 

These apparitions usually overtook 
their victims at night and in lo:ieh· 
places, as can be seen in the picture. 
Such hauntings were thought to con
tinue into ,the ninth generation o[ the 
afflicted one·s family. Even today, Ice 
landic farmers do not like to leave :i 

butchering unfinished. 
Sylvia K. Beranek is at present study

ing the Icelandic language under _\Ir. 
Vilhjalmur Bjarnar, Curator of the Fiske 
Icelandic Collection at Cornell Univer
sity, at Ithaca, New York, and teaching 
in the New York State public schools. 
She has visited Iceland twice and hopes 
to return there as an exchange teacher. 
Her article was inspired by a painting 
she saw in Tieykjavik, which impressed 
her very much. "I am very interested 
in the country, its literature and want 
to know its people better", says Miss 
= e:·anek. -ED. 
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FROM 

by BALDUR JONSSON 

Fortunately ,\·e all, even in the very uncertainties of the world of 
todav find time to pause and for the moment live in that world of 
q uie� 'and peace which the late Baldur Jonsson immortalized in "Leaves 
and Letters". Even though literally on his deathbed, the time allotted 
to him here on Earth was something he could feast upon in serenity and 
calm of mind. That feast he did not hoard but passed on that it might 
be shared. 

The Publisher's Foreword and Leaf the First follow. Neither is 
dated; both are dateless. The First Leaf is as fresh as ·when it first 
opened. The invitation in the Foreword is as appealing as ·when at first 
it was extended almost half a century ago. 

Baldur Jonsson died at Ninette Sanitorium September 2'.), 1917. 
-Editor.

PUBLlSHER�FORDVORD 

Few Things are more attractive in literature, and nothing is rarer, than 
the ring of originality. So much copywork is foisted upon the readin� 
public-and not always first-hand copies-that a note of originality 
comes as a bolt from the blue. 

vVhat will strike the reader first in the random essavs or th is 
volume is the absence of imitation. They are fresh, spontaneous, and 
essentially wholesome. The style is somewhat heavy at times, but never 
labored, and in parts beautiful. 

The whole was written under the greatest strain, borne with the 
heroic fortitude so modestly manifest throughout. The "Idler" was no 
idler from choice, but a man detached by force of circumstance lookin()' ' 

c-, out upon the strife and busy-ness of the world, while taking no part;yet we feel that the smoke of battle, at times wafted his ,vav, was asbreath to his nostrils. Fighting a losing game against an incurabledisease, looking death bravely in the eye, he confessed to paper thebeautiful life-philosophy so beautifully expressed in these pages. His

23 
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was the philosophy of cheer, of gentleness; his the religion of work. 
He could not see how that mansion by the crystal sea would make for 
happiness "unless there be fish aplenty in its glassy d�pth�, and no co�
mon fry at that." \Ve can imagine him, prol_}ped up m_ pillo-ws, a smile 
investing his face, repeating Kipling's beautiful quatram-

"\Ve shall rest, and faith we shall need it, 
Lie down for an eon or two, 
Till the l\Iaster of All Good ·workmen 
Shall put us to work anew." 

Had the belm·ecl "Idler" lived there is little doubt that he ·would 
have attained to starrv heights in the realm of letters. Every "Lea�" a�d 
"Letter" is laden with promise. But this could not be: and herem hes 
the tragedy of his untimely death. Here was a �an equipped to live 
as onlv one in ten thousand is equipped, and this one the fell agent 
sino·Jecl out for his javelin. It is to rail against an incompetent 
Prividence, that such. things have to be! The world needs just such 
splendid spirits to cheer and bless-to brighten the jeju:1e and vapid 
rounds of life. Yet there is comfort in the thought that a fairer and purer 
mature soul has never ,ringed its way to the Throne of Goel. 

I like to imagine that imtead of lying down for his re5t during the 
allotted eon, the "Idler" is drifting in his boat before a gentle, per
fumed breeze, anthology in hand, dreamily floating upon that sea whose 
,\'aters are the infinite, everlasting and abundant Life. 

-Bogi Bjarnason

LEAF THE FIRST 

The Idler Apologizes 

Heard melodies are sweet, 
But those unheard are sweeter. 

Turning over the leaves of the "Advance'' last week I was painfully 
aware of the hustle and worry and busy-ness of this little communtiy of 
ours. Some had married a wife, others bought a piece of ground, and 
still others, not by any chance a yoke of oxen, but a chariot, in which to 
race through the streets and jostle one another on the highways. And I 
began to wonder whether there was really only one idler in this �eigh
borhood, and whether one enjoying that privilege should not give to 
others some of the goocl things he is hoarding. That is why I have asked 
the editor for a corner. 

Fortunatelv Robert Louis Stevenson has long since written "An 
Apology for Idlers," and I have no desire to try to do badly what he has 
clone well. .Jerome K . .Jerome has written "Idle Thoughts of an Idle 
Fellow," and that absolves this idler from having to communicate
thoughts.-But there may still be some who have no definite idea what 
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an Idler is. I can assure those that they will not find in these notes a 
characterisation. That would be the greatest paradox; for an idler try
ing to describe himself would by virtue of his audacity have turned a 
busybody. There are a few persons that can, however, be entirely 
eliminated from that class. The professional gossip; the pink tea 
enthusiast; the fellow who would rather polish a bar-room table than 
the plow-handles; the chap across the street, who simply must read 
l\fichael O'halloran and the Patrol of the Sun Dance Trail. These are 
no true idlers. Least of all the last one. He must be eternally busy try
ing to spy the next "best-seller", and wondering whether it is going to 
cost one thirty-five or one fifty. 

And just a ,rnrcl in passing about the lines from Keats at the top 
of this column. The strangest thing about a real idler is, that he is so 
busy taking his leisure that he cannot possibly attend to the ordinary 
pleasure of the busy man. Your man of action can, if he tries, snatch an 
hour now and then and listen to what other busy men are doing: their 
songs and their frolics; their wedding bells and their funeral dirges. But 
the idler is often alone ,rith his musings and meditations; and happy, 
indeed, is he who has learned to catch an occasional strain from un
heard melodies, ancl knows that the great things of life are not heard at 
the hustings or bartered for in the market place. 

-------•>�-------

President of Lutheran Women's league 

25 

.\t the annual convention of the 
Lutheran \Vomen's League of Mani
toba (Icelandic) :\Iiss Mattie Halldor
son was elected President. The other 
officers are: Immediate Past President 
:\Irs. Archer Goodridge, Vice-Pres
idents, :\Iiss Kristin Skulason of Geys
ir, :\[rs. W. G . .Johnson of Winnipeg, 
:\Irs. B. K. Johnson, Cy,press River; 
:\Irs. C. H. Scrymgeour, recording sec.: 
:\Irs. Gissur Eliasson, corresponding 
secretary; l\Irs. T. H. Freeman, treasur
er. 

Miss Mattie Ha:lldorson 

:\Iiss Halldorson is a past President 
of The Icelandic Canadian Club and 
present secretary of the :Magazine 
Board of The Icelandic Canadian. 
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Re-elected with increased majority 

Eric Stefo:nson, M.P. 

In the recent federal elections Eric 
Stefamon, i\LP. 11·as re-elected, with a 
si1ablc increased majoritv for the con
stituencv of Selkirk. This is the third 
snccessf {d election for Eric Stefanson. 

It is vcrv fitting that Eric should 
represent the constituency of Selkirk. 
He was born in 'Ninnipeg, January 8, 
191?,, but, ·when two years old, moved 
-with his parents, Kristjan and Rann
veig Stefanson, both deceased, to Vest
fold in the west part of the constitu
encv, and since 1949 has resided in
Gi1{1li on the east boundary of the
constituency.

Eric received his public school edu
cation at Vestfold. His parents moved 
back to -Winnipeg in 1926 and Eric 
attended the Daniel McIntyre Col
legiate. 

·while 111 .. Winnipeg Eric Stefanson
was active in sports and Y.M.C.A.

·work. He played ·with the famous '\Vin
nipeg Toilers basketball team, and in
1932 and 1933 ·won the Skuli Hanson
trophy, awarded for the individual
championship at the annual Icelandic:
Dav celebration. He was an excellent
sprinter and in 1936 he won the 100
yard clash at 10 seconds flat.

In J 93.J Eric married Sigrun Sigurd
son of Lm1dar and they settled on a 
dairy farm near Oak Point. The young 
dairy farmer became active at once in 
community work. He served as pres
ident of the Oak Point Community 
Club and the Oak Point Sports Dav 
Committee. 

:\fr. and ;\Irs. Stefanson moved to 
Ginlli in 19"19 ·where he entered into 
the general store ancl insurance busi
ness. In 1958 he solcl the general store 
and now, when not in Ottawa, is en
gaged in general insurance. 

Eric entered into communitv life 
at once in Gimli. He has served a; pres
ident of the Curling Club, Memorial 
Recreation Centre, Kinsmen Club, 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Home 
and School Association. He served for 
eight years on the Gimli Town Coun
cil and was Deputy :Mayor for four 
years. He served two years as director 
of the Manitoba Chamber of Com
merce and for two years was President 
of the joint Winnipeg-Gimli Icelandic 
Celebration Committee. He is a past 
:\faster of Lisgar Masonic Lodge at 
Selkirk. 

Eric Stefanson ranks high in Pro
gressive Conservative organizations in 
Manitoba. He is honorary vice-pres
ident of the Provlincial Progressli.ve 
Conservative Association, Past Pres
ident of the Gimli and honorary vice-

.. 
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president of the Rockwood-Iberville 
,provincial Progressive Conservative 
Association. He was elected to the 
House of Commons in 1958, again in 
l 962,and re-elected in 1963.

In Ottawa Eric Stefanson has served
on numerous Standing Committees of 
the House of Commons and also on 
the following Special Committees: Bill 
of Rights; Joint Committee of the 
Senate and the House of Commons on 
Indian Affairs. He was a delegate from 
the House of Commons to the Com
monwealth Parliamentary Conference 
at Quebec City in August 1961. 

Eric Stefanson has served his con
stituency very well as is attested by the 
increased majority he received in the 
recent election, even though opposed 

by at least one strong opposition 
candidate, Rudy Uscik, well know11 

farm organization leader. The Iceland
Canadian is particularly indebted to 
him for the researches he has made in 
Ottawa and the photo-static copies he 
has obtained in connection with the 
original "Icelandic Reserve" and the 
establishment of Nyja-Island. 

l\lr. and :\Jrs. Stefanson have four 
sons: Thomas Eric, age 26, married, 
taking 5th year chartered accountancy; 
Dennis ?'\ eil, age 24, married, 2 child
ren, teaching school at Kirkfield Park,
taking 3rd year science extra-murally; 
Kristjan Frederic, age 19, attending 
University of :\Ianitoba, 2nd year 
Science; Eric Lorne, age 12, at home, 
grade VII. W.J.L.

Miss Jon;na Summers Honored 

A Life :\Iembership in the Parent 
Teachers Association of La Mirada, 
California, has been granted to Miss 
Jonina Summers, formerly of ·win
mpeg. 

Miss Summers is the daughter of the 
late Thorbjorg and Eirikur Sumarlida
son. She is a sister to Henry Summers 
of Edmonton, and the late Leifur Sum
mers (Sumarlidason) who died in Van
couver soon after his retirement from 
a responsible position with the T. 
Eaton Co. in Winnipeg. 

Miss Summers was born in ·winnipeg 
and taught school here for 15 years. 
She went to California in 1946 anc 
gained a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
'Whittier College and a Master of Arts 
in Long Beach State College, both in 
California. She is now a teacher in 
Rancho School, in La Mirada, Cali
fornia. 

In February of this year she was 
presented with the Life Membership 

Miss Jonina Summers 

mentioned above. Such a Life Member
ship is given to persons the Association 
wishes to honor for their contributions 
to the welfare of chilcln�n and youth, 
and is a much coveted award. 
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IS CIVILIZATION SPREADING? 

Thrain, Hrapp and Kari 
by SHAUN HERRON 

I wonder how many Icelanders in 
the west know ·what these three odd 
names are? I hope they are more 
familiar to them than Niall of the 
Nine Hostages, Cuchulain or the Men 
of the Red Branch are to the Irishmen 
away from their own place. The three 
names are, of course, from what Ice
landers know with affection as Njala 
and we know as the Story of Burnt 
Njal. 

·But these are not my subject. I see
from a report by an American journal
ist in Iceland that American influence 
is winning and the islanders are be
oinnino- to teach English in the schools. 
b b 

Our little national assumptions are 
among the things we ought to find un
endingly amasing about ourselves. Our 
national pride when Mr. Green returns 
from another international conference 
with a report about yet another pro
position that "was practically proposed 
by Canada", and this American re
porter who with innocent_ unawarene�s
assumes that English m Icelandic 
schools is a sign of the spread of Amer
ican civilization: they are among the 
little vanities of belonging. 

As far back as 1941-when there 
wasn't a decent book store from Hal
ifax to Victoria-Reykjavik, the Ice
landic capital, hacl an English language 
bookstore that had no superior in Bri
tain-and I suspect no equal-outside 
London, Glasgow and Edinburgh. It 
was O"wned by :\Jr. Peterson who was 
also at the time minister of education 
in the Icelandic government. 

It may be that I met only the right 
people, but they were an assorted lot 
of right people: for example, a laundry 

girl, a minister of education, farmers, 
clergy, neighbors, business men, child
ren, and they all spoke English. They 
spoke it variously, I admit, but most 
of them spoke it well, some excellently 
and all of them could make themselves 
easily understood. The Icelanders com
municated easily with Scandinavians 
in their native Old Norse, and with 
Germans and Englishmen in German 
and English. 

Some of our Englishmen on the is
land at this time could scarcely be 
called the reading public and their 
difficulties with their mother tongue 
were not less than those of the Ice
landers .. Thev certainly read a great 
deal less tha� their reluctant hosts; 
thev would in fact have been astonish
ed �o see what the Icelanders did read 
in English, if they had ever visited 
Peterson's bookstore and been able 
to read the titles. 

This clid not preyent them having 
firm vie,\'S on the peculiar backward
ness of the natives. "Out in the coun
trv they drink human blood," I was 
often ;ssured by flat-footed Pioneers 
building Alabaster Airport. 

It may have been the human blood 
habit that confused a confident young 
lieutenant when he and his men were 
storm bound in a farmhouse. The lieut
enant was some kind of junior chess 
champion and his condescension to
wards the farmer was exquisite. They 
played four games in three hours. The 
farmer won them all. 

""There did you get these beautiful 
chessmen?" asked the humbled lieut
enant. 

.. 
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"I carved them," said the quiet farm
er. 

The lieutenant's captain had often 
wanted to punch the young man on 
the nose. On this occasion he wished 
merely to be an ignorant Icelandic 
farmer ,rith English books on his 
shehes and home carved chessmen on 
his table. lt looked so very satisfying. 

The Icelanders were understandably 
frigid to uniforms but cordial indeed 
to anything that might be classed as a 
blue serge suit. The better briefed 
among us were therefore able to make 
the discoYery that they are delightful 
people, intelligent, cultivated and full 
of the gifts of living. Their homes and 
their hearts were warm and welcom
ing and they were no less cordial 
when -we did not bring with us a bottle 
of fine brew, than they were when we 
did. 

It was, however, better to bring one, 
for they were hospitable people and 
their own official government brew 
was severely controlled and the sup-

!\ guest of the Icelandic Airlines, 
Loftleioir, the Icelandic National 
League and Manitoba friends, Gutt
ormur J. Guttormsson, well known Ice
landic · Canadian ,poet and a pioneer 
of New Iceland, now the Gimli dist
rict, left in June for a visit to Iceland. 
He was accompanied by his daughter, 
Mrs. Bergljot Sigurdson, of ·winnipeg. 
l\Ir. Guttonnsson visited Iceland in 
1938 at the invi,tation of the govern
ment of Iceland. *

plementary supplies (of wood and 
potatoe alchohol) were dangerous to 
moderate men or beasts. This led to 
another popular judgment on them 
by the foot soldiers of the Crown that 
they were alchoholics to the last wean
ed infant. But in a sustained visit I 
never heard of an Icelander who died 
from it, and I recall, I think, five 
Anglo-American deaths from meth, 
diluted shoe polish and other fine 
,nnes. 

"They are lazy louts", was the judg
ment of the rank and file of "C" Force. 
The judgment arose because of the 
peculiarly civilized Icelandic habit of 
justifying official days off on the slight
est pretext. I neYer met people who 
hacl less trouble with and more time 
for "the problem of leizure". Their 
seYere climate, their mature capacity 
for relationships and their inner re
sources deyeloped in isolation, gave 
them a capacity for quiet personal 
pleasure and a tolerance in it that was 
deeply humane an dcivilized. 

Courtesy The W'innipeg Free Press 

The Vancouver Icelandic male voice 
choir under the direction of Sigur
bjorn Sigurdson on �Iay 8 presented 
its annual concert in the lower hall of 
the Icelandic Lutheran Church in 
Vancouver. Featured along with num
bers by the full choir were solo and 
quartette numbers by choir members 
as well as a string ensemble. The audi
ence was welcomed by choir president, 
Hermand Eyford. 

*
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Appointed to Pearson Cabinet 

William M. Benidickson 

That the new Prime :Minister of 
Canada should include Bill Benidick
son in his cabinet did not come as a 
surprise but yet was pleasant and 
satisfying news. His public service 
record was such that his appointment 
was inevitable, and it was only natural 
that he was appointed to head the 
Department of l\Iines. 

William Moore Benidickson was 
born in Dauphin, Man., April 8, 1911, 
the son of Christian ( of Icelandic 
extraction) and Gertrude l\Iay (nee 
Moore) Benidickson. He obtained his 
public school education m Dauphin 

and attended Humberside Collegiate 
Institute in Toronto and Kelvin High 
School in ·winnipeg. He is a graduate 
in law from the University of >,fani
toba, being called to the bar in 1936. 
The following year he was called to 
the bar of Ontario and began practis
ing law in Kenora, Ontario. In mov
ing to Ontario Bill may have had 
politics in mind. At least he very soon 
became interested and in 1945 was 
elected to the House of Commons for 
the constituency of Kenora-Rainy 
River. He ran as a Liberal-Labour but 
has always whole heartedly supported 
the Liberal cause. He was re-elected 
in 1949, 1953, 1957, even in the Dief
enbaker landslide of 1958, and obtain
ed a comfortable majority in the 196.'l 
elections. 

:\Ir. Benidickson was appointed 
Parliamentary Assistant :to the :\Iin
ister of Transport in l 951 and served 
in that capacity until in 1953 when 
he was appointed Assistant to t�e 
l\Iinister of Finance. He was financial 
critic for a while when the Liberals 
were in opposition. 

In 1947 Bill Benidickson married 
Agnes, daughter of the late James A. 
Richardson and Mrs. Richardson. They 
haye three children. 

The Icelandic Canadian extends 
congra:tulations to the new Minister 
of :\fines. 

.. 
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)If JIR�A\N - some impressions
by L. B. KRISTIANSON 

\\'hen a stranger arrives in Tehran, 
the capital city of Iran, by air, he 
enters a very beautiful, completely 
modern terminal building. The drive 
in from the airport is along a six-lane, 
brig-htly lit thoroughfare, with several 
enormous water fountains decorated 
with multi-coloured lights .. 

:\Iy family and I arrived in Tehran 
at elewn o'clock at night and were 
treated, by the pilot, to a few turns 
around the city in order to see its 
lights. ,\lthougl; it was my first visit 
to Iran, it was a return home for my 
wife, 1d10 11·as born and raised there. 
This happy circumstance is important 
became, I believe, it gaye me an op
portunity ,to get much more out of 
our stay and my ,rork than would have 
been possible otherwise. 

"'hat ancl 11·here is Iran? It is a 
country of some 20 million people 
bordered by the U .S.S.R. and the 
Caspian sea, on the north, by Afghan
istan ancl Pakistan on ,the east, by the 
Arabian Sea and Persian Gulf on the 
south, and by Turkey and Iraq on the 
west. I ts area is 628,000 square miles, 
excluding Bahrain. This is slightly 
smaller than :\Ianitoba and Ontario 
combined. I ts national income is de
rived primarily from agriculture with 
a tairlv substantial assist from oil ex
ports. , It has been a constitutional 
monarchv since I 906, with upper and 
lower h�rnse, of parliament. It has 
been, however, a monarchy contin
uously for almost 2500 years. I ts polit
ical significance over the centuries has 
been its geographical position as a 
buffer state beti\'een east and ,rest 
and more recently for its oil. 

It is referred to as one of the develop
ing or underdeveloped nations. This 
means that the average "stanclanl of 
living" is lower than that of the so
called developed nations. Put another 
11·av, in Canada we have d10,e 11-]10 are 
ve1:v ,1-ealtlw and we have those who 
are· yery p�or. Bet,1·een ,re have the 
majority of Canadians. In Iran, there 
exists a similar proponion of very 
,realthy, and a much larger proportion 
of very poor. The small group bet11·cen 
has a lmrer per capita income than 
most Canadians. 

Iran is circled bv 1noun-,ain ranges 
with a very large J)lateau in the in
terior. :\fo,t of the country suffer, from 
a lack of water. It is often Llescribed 
as a cold desert. There is, however, a 
narrmr strip of land along the C;i-;pian 
coast ,rhich recein:s some ,O inches 
of rainfall annually. The average for 
,the country as a 11·hole is approximate
ly ten inches, and much of the central 
desert, which is half the area of the 
counln-, recein·s :l to ::i inches. The 
Caspia;1 sea is at an eleYation of 90 
feet below ,ea len:l, ,rherea� the cen
tral plateau (or central desert) is at 
an elevation of from �000 :o :\000 feet 
abo\'e sea lcYel. The capital citv, Teh
ran, is at the foot of the northern 
mountain range ( the .-\lburl :\Iotm
tains) some •1000 feet above sea level. 

Like its eleyation, the te111per:1tures 
vary widely-from 130° F. or more in 
the summers of the extreme south to 
1\·ell below zero in the winter at the 
higher eleva,tions. ,vhile ·we lived in 
Tehran, the temperature rang-ell from 
about 27 ° F. in winter to approximate
ly I 05° F. in the snrnmcr. "' e couM, 
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however, see snow capped mountains 
throughout the summer from our 
kitchen window. 

Perhaps one of the most enjoyable 
features of living in Iran is that all 
of the rainfall occurs during the win
ter months. It is possible to make plans 
in :\Iarch to have a picnic on any day 
in October, and be sure of a bright 
sunny day. 

Is is almost impossible to describe 
life and economic activity in Iran ac
curately. In almost every activity it is 
possible to sec some 5000 years of 
development. Some of the people live 
and ,rork much as their ancestors did 
many centuries ago, while others live 
much more luxuriously than I had ever 
seen. One can shop in modern, air con
ditioned supermarkets, or in small and 
very ancient shops, or, indeed, one 
(an buv one's daily needs from street 
peddlars. One may see a sharecropper 
on a leudal estate plmring the fields 
with ·water buffalo and an iron1tipped 
wooden plow; or one may see five-plow 
tractors pulling plows or discs over 
large fields. Some harvesting is done 
by hand ancl some by self-propelled 
combines. I[ one wishes to buy a com
bination television, radio and phono
grap1L it is pos,iblc, if anvthing, some
what more cheaply than in Canada. 
It is also possible to obtain the most 
intricate in silverware made by hand 
by expert craftsmen. 

There are high-speed highways. 
trains and ainrays. On the other hand, 
it is pos-,ible to hire donkeys, horses 
or camels. :\I uch business is transacted 
with die aid of the ancient abacus, but 
,1·ork is being done with the most 
intricate of electronic computers. The 
UniYersity of Tehran is beginning to 
carry out nuclear research. 

Ninety-three percent of the popula
tion adheres to the :\Ioslem faith, with 

Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians and 
others making up the remaining seven 
percent. The "church" and sta.te are 
not seperated. The hierarchy of the 
Moslem faith is given a definite role 
in the go.-ernment of the nation. 

One of the more impressive aspects 
to me, of our &tay in Iran was the 
depth of the cultural heritage of its 
people. For one 11·hose grandfathers 
settled on the shores of Lake \Vin
nipeg and were part of the beginning 
of the society which is -:-.Iani,toba today, 
it is an impressive experience to walk 
among the ruins of cities which existed 
and flourished 2500 years ago. Persep
olis, the most famous of these ruins, 
contains YiYid evidence of a highly 
developed social structure under 
Darius I, 500 years before the birth of 
Christ. The Persians are famous for 
their poetry and literature, and al
though 60 or 70 percent of the 
populace is illiterate, this cultural 
heritage is unmistakable. 

Part ol this heritage results rn 
hospitality and courtesy, the extent of 
which is indescribable. \Vherever one 
goes, and throughout all strata of the 
society from the richest to the poor
est, one is received. 11·ith complete 
graciousness. This ,rnrks splendidly be
cause great care is also given to not 
imposing oneself on anyone. 

Perhaps a brief description of our 
first road trip out of Tehran will serve 
to convey some idea of our reception 
wherever 11·e went. 

This trip took us into some of the 
most productive agricultural land in 
Iran-along the Caspian coast and into 
the northwestern part of the conntrv. 
\ Ve arrived in a resort town on the 
Caspian coast on a holiday and were 
unable to obtain hotel accommoda,tion. 
Fortunately, we were stopped by a 
twelYe-ye:u old boy ·who told us his 
family could proYide us with lodging. 
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The room turned out to be fully as 
good as the lad had promised. \Ve ar
riYed at ,the house at four o'clock in 
the afternoon and were greeted most 
hospitably by its head. The man had 
a �mall dray business the equipment 
for which consisted of three wagons 
and three team of oxen ( one animal 
of which turnecl ou,t to be a cow, the 
source of the family's milk supply). 
In other words he was not a man of 
great rneam. He had a modest home 
ancl ,,·as gainfully employed. \Ve were 
immcdiatelv sen-eel tea and s11·eets. 
\\'hilc we "·ere drinking our tea, I 
inclica ttcl that I would like to ,talk to 
him and to get some impression of 
Iran from him. This he agreed to do 
after determining ·what we ,rnuld like 
for onr evening meal. This man devot
ed the rest of his day to providing for 
m and talking to us. 

.\ftcr the evening meal-more like 
a le:1,t--which 11·as a specialty of the 
area, we indicated our desire to leave 
at !i:00 A . .\f. the following morning. 
For the first time, our wishes were 
denied. "' e v:ere emphatically inform· 
eel th:,,'. 11·e ,rnulcl not be permitted to 
lean: without eating breakfast, and 
that would he served at 6::lO ,\.;\[. \Ve

natmally agreed to bis wishes, and left 
after a yery line morning meal. 

The reader ,1·ill remember that ,this 
man·, young son was soliciting for 
payin;,; lodgers. \\'hen the time came 
to settle the account, it was not pos
sible to persuade our host ,to take any 
money, let alone set a price. After 
much argument, ·we finally deposited 
what ,1·e hope was reasonable on a 
table through an open window and 
left. 1 hope he used it. 

\ Ve encountered this same attitude 
11·hercver we went-on the part of com
plete s�rangers as well as on the part 
of friends. Furthermore, this hospital
ity applied everywhere. I do not re-

member entering a single business of
fice without being offered tea. Even 
while shopping, if a transaction took 
any time at all, either hot tea or cold 
pop was offered. 

Iran is a nation of twenty million 
people which I no longer can ,think of 
as an underdeveloped nation. It is, 
however, a developing nation. It is a 
nation which is anxious for change, 
but is at the same time somewhat 
afraid of change. 

Education is recognized as an im
mediate need and some rather impres
sive steps are being ,taken to increase 
literacy. This change is occuring too 
slowly in the minds of most Iranians, 
ancl too fast for some. 

It is generally recognized that the 
land and ·water resources are not be
ing utilized fully. Lt is also recognized 
that labour is underemployed. But 
there is no unanimity on whether agri
culture should be the source of saving 
for industrialization, or whether 
industrialization should be paid for 
out of oil revenues and foreign capital. 

It is generally agreed that the old 
feudal land holding system must be 
changed. Several changes have occured 
as a result of attempts at land reform. 
But all of these changes have not 
served the orderly development of 
agriculture. 

Large clams have been, and are being 
constructed to conserve the limited 
water supply and to provide hydro• 
electric power. Far reaching changes 
will occur as a result of these structures. 

If there is one single idea which 
finds vi11tually complete unanimity 
among Iranians, it is that they must 
resist development in the image of the 
\Vest or the East. Iranians are proud 
of their heritage and they want to 
keep it. They are afraid that politically 
based foreign aid, from whatever 
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source, carries with it a threat to that 
heriitage. 

In fairness, it must be said that it is 
more difficult for both foreigners and 
Iranians to preserve the heritage than 
to discard it. The foreigner tends to 
visualize development in the image 
of his own country. The Iranian tends 
to either preserve the heritage and re
sist development or operate much as 
a foreigner. 

The lJniited Nations, through its 
various organizations, appears to be 
accomplishing something towards the 
desired approach. l\fy impression of 
the Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion, with which I am most familiar, 
was that its work would result in -the 
kind of change which is acceptable to 
the Iranians. 

That changes are taking place and 
will continue to take place is the one 
certainty in Iran, and these are drastic 
and more rapid than is easily conceiv
able. Reza Shah, who reigned from 
1925 to I 941, was a man who believed 
that change was necessary and he made 
it acceptble to the nation through ex
ample. Among other things he built 
,the Trans-Iranian railroad; not by 
plan, !mt because he believed it was 
good for him and for his nation, and 
so it was. 

,\fter the war, an organization call
ed Plan Organization was established 
to try to implement a programme for 
orderly economic development. 

In I 959, Ford Founda,tion agreed to 
provide a staff of economic advisors 
from all parts of the western world, 
under the management of Harvard 
C niversity, to assist this Organization 
in the preparation of its Third Plan, 
,the most comprehensive to date. It 
was as a member of this team that I 
went to Iran in the last stages of the 
preparation of the Third Plan. 

Each member of this team aoted as 

an advisor to three or four Iranians 
who ·were responsiblbe for planning 
the developmcn t of the various sector, 
of the economy: i.e. agriculture, ind
ustry, etc. 

As one of tffo advisors in agriculture, 
I had the opportunity to know my 
Iranian collcag ues. They were. wit)1 
fe,\· exceptions, 11·cll traineJ, ctpable 
people, in \\·:w,c hands rests the t;Jture 
of their countrv. 

The Third Plan went into elf::ct in 
September, l %'.c:, shortly after ,the team 
had departed. The policie,-, and pro
grammes ins tit t:ted during the next 
four years will probably be di�ficult 
to recognize as parts ol the Pbn. But 
change ,there il'ill be. 

No attempt has been made to ,,Ti tc 
a treatise on economic development 
As was implied earlier in thi, article. 
it is not possible to describe accurately, 
in less ,than '.,evcral volumes, ,d1at is 
happening in Iran today. );or haYe I 
attempted any anthropological obser
vations on the various ethnic groups 
·which constitute the nation. There are
many learned works on all the,c sub
jects.

It may seem to some of my readers 
that I have given an overoptimistic: 
Yiew; or that I have neglected to discus, 
the less desirable aspects of Ir:in and 
its people. To be sure, there were 
,times of distress and frustration. And 
there are many pitfalls ahead. Such is 
the human entcrpri,c. But I firmly 
believe that I ran possesses everything 
necessary for economic development, 
including the willingness to a:tow it 
to happen. 

The extent of the contribution made 
by the team of a(h'iors of i\'hich I was 
a member is probably not mcasureahle 
and certainly not for me to judge. 
The worth of the experience to me, 
personally, is substantial; the opportun
ity for which I am deeply grateful. 
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WOOD CARVING SKILL 

The following appeared in the Camp

bell River Courier, of Campbell River, 

B.C.

Although few people know about it,
the Big Rock Area boasts a miniature 
museum of wildlife. 

It's the living room of two long-time 
residents, retired loggers and fishing 
guides, Thor and Carl Erickson. 

The mantlepieces of their neat home 
are filled with lifelike carvings of over 
100 birds, animals and fish. 

:Nearly all were carved by Thor, 
with some help from his older brother. 

STARTED AT 71 

The amazing and interesting part 
about it all is that Thor did not start 
carving until four years ago, when he 
was 71. His brother Carl, who admits 
only to helping out with "some of the 
rough work", is 77 now. 

An outdoorsman and conservation
ist all his life, Thor decided to take 
up carving for something to do. 

"I used to carve as a little boy but 
·when I started again four years ago, it
had been over 50 years since I had
done any."

He uses a simple jacknife and 
practically any kind of wood he can 
get his hands on. He uses yellow cedar, 
although it is not too easy to ·work 
with. Maple is a good carving wood 
he says, and he likes to use pine cones 
as the body of many animal canings. 

"Sometimes I get pieces of ,mod off 
the beach in front of our place, and 
sometimes friends give me some. I like 
to work with wood that won't crack." 

Once he gets an idea for a caning, 

it takes about three days to complete 
it. 

GIVEN 200 AWAY

He estimates that he has carved 
<wer 300 figures in the last four years 
"I've given most of them away, over 
300 of them, to friends in England, 
the southern lJSA and all ,parts of Can
ada." 

Birds appear to be Thor's favorite 
subject, although many animals and 
fish can be found in the appealing 
living room collection. 

The carvings range in size from a 
delicate hummingbird, about three 
inches high, to a proud and stately 
eagle, about a foot high. 

.-\11 are amazingly lifelike and true 
to nature because Thor has finished 
them off by painting them in their na
tural colors. 

Among the birds in the collection 
arc carvings of an eagle, crane, willow 
grouse, cormorant, terns, pheasants, 
kingfishers, owls, sea gulls, ostrich and 
duck. Animals include a buffalo, ra
coons, weasels, skunk, moose and deer. 
Fish carvings are of whales, salmon, 
hlackfish and sharks. 

USES PINE CONES 

It's hard to imagine the use of pine 
cones in the caning of animals and 
birds. However, Thor has used them 
perfectly to make an ostrich, owls, buf
falo, bear and a ferocious looking 
muskox. He uses only pine cones from 
the mainland because they are firmer 
and better shaped. "The cones around 
here aren't very good", he says. 

.-\ pair of mussel shells add to the 



36 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN SUMMER 1963 

Thor Erickson displays some of his art. 

lifelike appearance of a small, black 
cormorant. Thor has used the shell, 
for the wings. "The bluish white on 
the inside of the shells looks just like 
a cormorant's wings when thev arc 
drying out from the sun." 

A majestic moose is another favorite 
with those who have seen the carv
ings. The antlers are carved on maple 

and this fine work 1s remarkably well 
done. 

ELEPHANT FROM ROOT 

A root from the garden has been 
transformed with a few swipes of the 
knife into an elephant. 

In most cases, Thor has been able 
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to carve from memory. "My mind has 
always been photographic and most 
of these are animals I have seen. I've 
only had to look things up in the book 
once or twice." 

Thor says he may give up carving 
soon because his eyes aren't too good 
anymore. He is 75 (1963). 

It's a certainty however that he, and 
his brother, ·will never lose their love 
and respect for ·wildlife which the 
carvings portray in their natural and 
most beautiful state. 

Carl Eiriksson was born in Iceland 
the son of Kristjan Eiriksson, who 
with his wife J\Iaria J\Iarteinsdottir, 

came to Canada in 1886. Thorarin 

(Thor) was born in J\Ianitoba, and 

two other sons, Halldor and Stefan. 

The family left the Dog Lake district 

in J\lanitoba in 1920 and ·went to Co

mox on Vancouver Island where they 
resided until June 1938. :!\Ir. and Mrs. 

Eiriksson, Carl and Thor then moved 

to the Big Rock District at Campbell 

RiYer, B. C. Both parents are deceased. 

SPRING TIME 

by HREFNA McCARTNEY 

The last snow of winter is now fast disappearing, and the landscape 
has taken on that unscrubbed, uncared-for look of a neglected home. 

This will be short-lived fortunately. In sending the early rains of spring 
Xature will bathe the outdoors as a fond mother bathes her infant. Soon that 
uncared-for look will begin to fade as the treasures buried in N ature·s bosom 
peep forth. Fresh green grass will show through the brown carpet of the ground. 
Buds ·will appear on trees, and soon the u-ees will be clothed in beautiful foliage, 
later to be followed by the delightfully perfumed blooms of the fruit trees. 
Colourful early flowers ·will dot the landscape, and slmdy but surelv Nature 
·will soon be at her resplendent best.

Birds will soon arrive to further enhance the sounds ancl sights of Na
ture with their cheery songs and their beautiful plumage. Frogs, the Royal Can
adians of the waters, ·will start their varied orchestrations. Cattle and horses ,\·ill 
enjoy the tender green shoots of the ,pastures, and children will be free to enjoy 
their favourite games. Mothers will attack their housecleaning chores with new 
verve, and fathers look forward to cropping their fields. 

Spring seems to be Nature's way of re-juwnation. As if by magic there 
is a renewal or rebirth in all around us. This casts its spell on us, and we feel 
able to sally forth to our various tasks with energy and new hope. 
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Icelandic Canadian Club Ethnic Display 

A highly successful ethnic display 
was staged by the Icelandic Canadian 
Club, at the First Lutheran Church 
Parish Hall, April 22, 1963. 

General convener, Mrs. V. J. Thor
lakson, was interviewd by an Icelandic

Canadian representative. 
How did the display come about? 
"I was given the responsibility of 

convening the April meeting of the 
Club and I thought it ·would be of 
interest to hold a display of ethnic art 
and craft, old and modern. An idea 
or theme had to be evolved. 'vVhile my 
people ·were among the first who came 
to the new land, what of my neigh
bors, my fellow ,rorkers, ,d1ence came 
they and ,d1at of their heritage? vVe 
are Canadians and the heritage of the 
different national groups will con
tribute to the mosaic of Canadian cul
ture. I endeavoured to combine the 
heritage of their costumes, their arts 
and crafts. To that encl I invited 12 
different nationalities to participate." 

\Vhat ,rere these? 
"Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Den

mark, Holland, Scotland, Esthonia, 
Czechoslovakia, the Ukraine, Yugo
slavia, Japan; also the :\Iennonitc 
people. There were displays from other 
countries which ·were loaned by variou, 
groups." 

How was the response to the invit
ation? 

"They were most co-operative. The, 
felt, as I did, that perhaps ,1·e are for 
getting that only from these resource;, 
,rill our own lives be enriched. ou · 
own culture become distinctive.'' 

There was a great deal of material 
for the display. 

"There is a wealth of material from 
which to choose. Our hobbies arc 
many and varied. Countless hours had 
been spent in fashioning each and 
every exhibit. Handiwork, pictures by 
artists of renown, ceramics, jewelry, 
wood carving were on display as well 
as active demonstrations. Individualitv 
,ras shown in art from our modern 
painters in Iceland, including Kjarval', 
stark lava scene. The ·well-known Ice
landic Canadian artist, Emile vValters, 
was represented by his painting of the 
ruins on the site of the Icelandic settle
ment in Greenland." 

Do you feel the display was a success? 
"Unquestionably. The attendance 

was very good. At one time as many as 
250 to 300 were present. vVithout 
the co-operation of the various com
mittees and the ethnic groups I would 
not have been able to stage the display. 
:\I y sincere thanks to them. In looking 
over the display it became evident 
that our Canadian culture could be
come a cosmopolitan array adapted 
from crafts from several ethnic groups. 
Unusual hobbies and crafts made an 
interesting kaleidoscope of color and 
form. \Ve must try to preserve what 
is left of the traditions and heritage 
,rhich the pioneers left as a legacy for 
future generations." 

\\'ill the display be repeated? 
"lt may not be repeated, but per

haps at some future date other facets 
of om Canadian way of life may be 
,lwwn." 

Th,: Icelandic Canadian Club is to

be rongratulated on staging such a 
thpLiy. ,,.-Jiich proved to be the event 
o'. 1

1
1..: \C:,r. -:\I. H. 
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Receives Social Research Council Award 

John Stephen Matthiasson 

John Stephen :\Iatthiasson, of 1117 
\\'ol,eln .\venue, \\'innipeg, ·who has 
bee1J p·ursuing doctorate studies in 
Antbropology at Cornell University, 
Ithaca, .:--;-e11· York, ha, heen awarded 
a $7,000 Social Science Research Coun
cil. ()r ;\CW York, lcllm1·ship, for a 
vear·s field work amon<r the Eskimos 
, b 

or Pond Inlet, 011 !�al! in Island. 
The Iiehl of studv will be "Eskimo 

Legal . \ccul turati01/, the nature of the 
adjustment made by Eskimos in the 
Canadian Arctic to Canadian law. 

Pond Inlet, the locality of the pro
jected research, is a community of fifty
seven people-seven white persons and 
fifty Eskimos-on the north-eastern 
shore of Baffin Island. 

It is hoped that the study, with the 
conclusions arrived at, ·will be useful 
in several ways; that it will give anthro
pologists further insight into the na-

ture of primitive law, and the psycho
logical impact of the transition from 
one culture to another. Also, the find
ings should prove useful to admini
strators concerned with problems of 
the Eskimos, especially in the matter 
of violations of Canadian law. 

In order to facilitate the study, and 
to ensure good relations with the 
Eskimo population, the researcher 
hopes to live 11·ith an Eskimo family 
during the period of his field work. 

Pond Inlet is one of the most inac
cessible posts in the Canadian Arctic, 
where a Government ship calls once 
a vcar and the native Eskimos still live 
m�de/ primitive economic and dom
estic conditions. 

John :\Iatthiasson received his B.A. 
dergee from the University of Mani
toba (United College) in 1959. Then 
came two vears of graduate studv in 
Sociology �t l\Iichigan State l; n'iwr 
sity, followed by two years of study 
in Anthropolo1--,ry at Cornell University. 
He has now completed the required 
course ·work for his Ph.D. degree, and 
has successfully passed the written and 
oral examination in this phase of his 
work. There remain a year of field 
·work and the writing of a thesis before
receiving his Ph.D. degree.

\Vhile pursuing a normal course of 
postgraduate studies, John has been 
employed as a teaching assistant. He 
was Psychology and Laboratory As
sistant and Special Research Assistant 
in his two years at Michigan State Uni
versity, and Teaching Assistant in his 
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two years at Cornell University, and 
he was lecturer at the University of 
Manitoba Summer School, in 1962. 

In addition to the present fellow
ship, John received, in 1957, a $300 
Government of Manitoba University 

bursary. 
He is a member of the Alpha Kappa 

Delta Sociology Honorary Society, the 
American Sociological Association, and 
the American Anthropological As
sociation. -W.K. 

Judge W. J. Undal will deliver addresses in Iceland 

The chairman of the editorial board 
of this magazine, Judge Walter J. Lin
dal who with Mrs. Lindal left by air 
with a party of 35 on June 6th for a 
month's holiday visit in Iceland, will 
be speaker on three official occasions 
there at the request of Icelandic 
authorities. 

He was scheduled to deliver an ad
dress before the faculty and students 
of the University of Iceland in Reykja
vik June 10, and to give a radio ad
dress subsequently of from 20 to 30 
minutes over the Icelandic Broadcast
ing System at a date not fixed at the 
time of his departure from ·winnipeg. 

His third was to be at the national 
celebration in Reykjavik June 17th, 
marking the 19th anniversary of Ice
land gaining her independence and sep
aration from the Danish crown. This 
is also the birthday of J 6n Sigur5'sson, 
the father of self-government in Ice
land, over the years so observed since 
his death more than a half century ago .. 

Speakers with Judge Lindal at the 
celebration will be His Excellency 
Asgeir Asgeirsson, president of Ice
land, and Hon. 6lafur Thors, prime 
minister. 

Judge Lindal was born in Iceland 
and came to Canada with his family 
at the age of 2 months. He was brought 
up in Saskatchewan where he received 
his early schooling. He entered the 

Judge Walter J. Lindal 

University of l\Ianitoba in 1905, 
received his bachelor of arts degree 
there in 1911 and L.L.B. degree in 
19M from the l!niversity of Saskatch
ewan. He ,ras appointed to the Mani
toba bench in 19°12 and retired a year 
ago. 

Judge Linda] is the author of The 
Saskatchewan Icelanders, published in 
1955. 

Judge and l\Irs. Linda] are scheduled 
to return to \Vinnipeg July 7th. 

-Steini Thorsteinson
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ICELANDIC CANADIAN PERSONALITIES 

Hannes and Sigrun Lindal 

The Icelandic Canadian Club i, not 
an ,>ld organization, in comparison 
,1·iti1 many others, but it is already 
t,1·e11ty-Iive years old, and already 
death has taken its toll among the 
founders. Hannes and Sigrun Linda! 
arc :nnong those ,vho have passed on. 
Hannes, a successful \Vinnipeg bm
inc,., man, was an active member or 
the Club in its earlier years; he made 
a s:1ecial contribution when the Ice
lan�!i( Canadian Magazine was found
ed, being active in securing advertising 
lor the first three years. 

1:-bnnes was born in Iceland, in 
l 8S !. and came to Canada with his
part.:n ts, :\Ir. and Mrs. Jakob Hansson
Limbl, in 1886. After a four year
pcriod in "Winnipeg, the family moved
smcc,sively to the Logberg and Thing
valla settlements in Saskatchewan.

In 1895 Hannes suffered an injury to 
the !;one of his right thigh just above 
the knee. Tuberculosis of the bone 
set in and he was more or less bed
ridden for about 7 years, being most 
of the time in \\'innipeg. This prevent
ed Hannes aquiring any formal edu
cation and he was lame the rest of his 
life. 

In I 905 he entered the real estaL: 
b11'iness in \Vinnipeg. Sensing the com
ing of the depression that hit the \\'est 
about 1907, he moved to Leslie, Sask
atchcwan and in 1908 opened a hard
\\·are and lumber business in that town. 

Hannes, however, had a clear vision 
ol fr,e future of Cana(Ta a, a grain
producing country, with \\"innipe;� ::-

the chief grain market of ,vestern 
Canada, and he soon returned to th2 
citv. He founded the Columbia Grain 
Cr;mpany, and, a few year later, in 
partnership with l\Ir. Peter ,\nderson. 
the .'.\'orth \\'est Commission Company_ 

In 1918, Hannes married :\fiss Sig
nm Helgason. They had four child
ren. 

,\lter the ,rar of 1939-015, l\Ir. and 
:\Irs. Linda! moved to California, 
11·here Hannes died, in El57. 

Hannes Linclal ,vas a man of vision 
and enterprise, a highly successful 
business man, and a man of fine 
character. 

Sigrun, :\Irs. Hannes Linda!, was an 
acti\'e member of the Club in its ear!Y 
\cars. \Vith her enthusiasm and hard 
;rnrk, and her pleasant, cheerful dis
po,ition, she was a valued member. 
She was active in the founding of tlw 
Icelandic Canadian l\fagazine and was 
a member of the Editorial Committee 
for four years. Her wide personal con
tacts were especially valuable when the 
publication was being established. 

Sigrun Linda! was born at Arnes. 
:\fanitoba, in 1892. Her parents were 
Gunnlaugur and Johanna Helgason. 
She attended \\'esley College (nmr 
lh1ited College) \\'innipeg, and gradu
ated with a IL\. degree, in 1914. Fol
lowing a year at Normal School, in 
\\'innipeg, she taught for three yean. 

In her college years, :\Irs. Lindal was 
an active member of the Icelandic Stu
dents' Society, the Young People's 
Society of the Cnitarian Church, and 
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the Canadian Handicrafts Guild. 
Later, she was active in the Ladies' Aid 
and in the Dramatic Society of the First 
Federated Church, in \1/innipeg, as 
well as in ohe Icelandic Canadian 
Club. 

Subsequent to her husband's death, 
in 1957, :\frs. Linda! resided for a 
period of some three years in Puerto 
Rico, in the West Indies. She died in 
February, 1963. 

_R�verend Benjamin Kristjansson,
m1111ster of the First Federated Church 
in the 'thirties who knew :\Irs. Linda] 
well, has paid her memory a verv fine 
tribute. 

"Sigrun Linda! is one of the lodiest 
and most unforgettable of women I 
have known, attractive in appearance, 
,rarm-hearted and affectionate, lova! 
and entirely unaffe�·tecl in mannc;·_" 

-W.K.

Four Brothers in the R.C.M.P. 

\Vhat is believed to be a Canadian 
record was established :\Iav 28, 1962, 
when a fourth brother i� the Van 
Norman family of Brantford, Ont., 
John :\IcPhee Van Norman, joined 
the Royal Canadian :\Iounted Police. 
Constable John Van Norman is sta
tioned in Yorkton, Sask. 

The other three brothers, aH of 
whom joined the Force in "Winnipeg 
are: Sgt. R. D. J. Van Norman, who 
joined in EM, 7, now stationed a,t Ft. 
Smith, N.\\'.T.; Corporal R. :\I. Van 
Norman, who joined in 1950, now at 
Qua]icum Beach, B. C.; Corporal B. 
K. \'an Norman, joined in 1950, now
at Edmonton, Alta.

The father, Robert Simon Van Nor
man farmed at Decker, :\Ian., for 26 
years, and is now on the staff in the 
Dietary Department of the Brantford 
General Ho\pital. He married Jonina 
Thorarinsson, of \Vinnipegosis, a gra
duate nurse of Dauphin General 

Constable John McPhee Van Norman,
Hospital and now registered nurse at 
the Brantford General Hospital. A 
daughter Karitas married Robert 
Tinkess. 

extreme left being sworn in by Assistant 

Commissioner C. N. K. Kirk, seated at 

right. In centre is Cpl. D. K. Van Norman,

wearing the famous R.C.M.P. red tunic.
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GOLDEN WEDDING 

Mr. and Mrs, Jon B. Johnson 

The fiftieth anniversary of the wed
ding of :'.\Ir. and :\Irs. Jon B. Johnson 
of Gimli was celebrated at the home 
of their son-in-law and daughter, :'.\Ir. 
and :\Irs. L. Stevens, 32-4th Ave., 
Gimli, on Sunday, :'.\Jay 5th of this 
year. 

:'.\Ir. and :\Irs. Johnson were married 
in Gimli on :'.\lay 3, 1913. They farmed 
very successfully at Birkines, north of 
Gimli, for 32 years, and raised a family 
of eight children. The oldest son, 
Bjorn, died in the service of the Air 
Force in 1942. There are 21 grand
children. 

Along with farming, Jon has been 
and still is active in the fishing indus
try on the lakes in :'.\Ianitoba. A fe\,· 
years ago the couple sold their farm 

and built a handsome home in Gimli, 
where thev have lived since. :Many 
friends in ,the community and outside 
it will recall with pleasure many happ" 
hours spent at the homes of this couple 
at Birkines and Gimli. 

Jon and Jakobina have given leader
ship in matters concerning the Luther
an Church, the Lestrarfelag, and the 
I>j6t5ra:knislelag and have supported 
Logberg-Heimskringla generously. vVe 
are sure more will be written for this 
paper later on about Mr. and Mrs. 
Johnson. Their many friends far and 
near, will be wishing them happiness 
on the occasion of their Golden wed
ding. 
Free ,transl. from Logberg-Heimsk. by 

-S. H.



44 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN SUMMER 1963 

Scholarship 
. 

,n Icelandic 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ICELAND 

The Ministry of Culture and Edu
cation in Iceland offers an annual 
scholarship to students in Canada and 
the United States for study of Icelandic 
language, literature and history at the 
University of Iceland. The academic 
term extends from October 1st, to :\Iav 
1st, and for the year 1963 the grant 
will amount to kronur 3000.00 per 
month. The present rate of exchange is 
kr. 43.06 for the U.S. dollar and about 
40.8 for the Canadian dollar. 

The following is the programme of 
studies: 

a) Elementary course in l\Iodern
Icelandic Language. 

b) Advanced course in l\Iodern Ice
landic Language. 

c) Advanced course in Modern Ice
landic Literature. 

The scholarship may be repeated 
for a second and even a third term, 
and in those terms the student may 
stucly Icelandic philology which would 
include early Icelandic Literature, Ice
landic Phonetics and Syntax, and Hi
story of Iceland. 

Applirntions should be forwarded 
to the undersigned not later than July 
1st, 1963. 

Mrs. Holmfrijjur Danielson, 

Sec. Icelandic National League, 

869 Garfield St., Winnipeg 10. 

Canada-Iceland Foundation 
AND THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN CLUB SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Canada-Iceland Foundation and 
The Icelandic Canadian Club are of
fering scholarships of from $100.00 to 
$200.00 for the 1963-64 academic term 
to students of Icelandic descent or 
other students showing an interest in 
Icelandic language and literature, who 
have completed Gr. XI or Gr. XII in 
one of the high schools of Manitoba, 
and who plan to attend the University 
of Manitoba or one of its affiliated 
colleges. 

Qualifications will be based primar
ily on the results of the Departmental 
Examinations; but consideration will 

also be given to qualities of leadership, 
and to need for financial assistance. 

Candidates are hereby invited to 
send their applications to the under
signed before August 4, 1963, together 
with a statement of examination re
sults and testimonials from two leaders 
in the community. 

People who read this announcement 
are asked ,to bring it to the attention 
of any worthy candidate. 

W. J. Lindal, 
Icel. Sholarship Committee Sec. 

788 Wolseley Ave. 
Winnipeg 10, Man. 
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ONWARJID 
by JON 6LAFSSON 

l\Iy Landsmen, you carp of oppression and pain 
Yet vourselves, you oppress you most saclly:
That you're battling slavery; that all is in vain -
Yet but half-fit yourselves, hence fare badly. 

Our inherited bane, which to leave us seems loth, 
Has for centuries stood in our way: 
It is folly and ignorance, superstition ancl sloth! 
It imprisons our souls in its sway! 

This oppression's the harshest! Let us throw a new cast 
And refresh us our spirit to dare. 
Let us use our last breath in a mighty new blast! 
So that nothing again can ensnare. 

You think that the Dane ,rnuld deny us all use, 
-He himself has perphaps the same thought, -
You're deceiving yourselves! It's a lying excuse, 
And twaddle can ne'er ,vin us aught! 

"\\'hen our Icelandic merchantmen roam the trade lanes, 
And we use our own �kills to equip, 
"\Ve shall lauah at oppression! - not even the Danes 
Could hinde; us manning our ship! 

But it is to begin! Then in clue time the breeze 
'\Vill bulae sail our courses to hold 
And we �t least trace back our lineage with ease 
To our Sea-Kings in Sagas of old. 

"\Ve shall not worry though 1\·e wet a hold, 
Though we now and again ship a sea, 
To keep to the course, and in clanger be bold, 
"\i\Tith no looking back! That's the key! 

Then soon it shall happen that forth comes the time 
That we alone rule in this land, -
"\'\Then each spirit is free, then abilities climb, 
Only then have ,ve builded to stand. 

And then we shall find as comes on our new age 
This without any doubt I proclaim, 
That's why all this fighting is on at tlus stage, 
Although really it is - but a game. 

45 

Translated by Kristjan J. Austmann 
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A Note on Jon Olafsson 

This poem "Onward" :was written 
by J 6n 6lafsson two years before he 
wrote his "In the Sierra N evadas" ( see 
Icelandic Canadian, Vol. 11, No. 3, 
pge 35), and three years after his "Lay 
of the Icelanders" against the Danes 
in 1869 when he was nineteen years 
old. But this poem '"Onward" shows 
that he clearly understood the plight 
of his countrymen and was pointing 
out the road they should follow. He 
was always a passionate believer in 
personal freedom, whether political or 
spiritual, and never hestitated to say 
so. 

The Icelandic people had suffered 
so much from the tyranny of their 

George Salverson, who has been 
writing for the CBC and CBC-TV, 
presented another documentary film 
recently on CBC-TV, called The Secret 
Hunger. This film deals with an area 
facing hunger and starvation, the cause 
and the remedy used in combating it. 
This is the second time this program 
has been teleYised. 

* 

l\Iembers of the Icelandic-,\merican 
Association of Northern California in 
San Francisco at their annual meetini! 
last fall re-elected their executive for 
another term. Sveinn Olafson is pres
ident of the group, Vigfus Jakobsson 
vice-president, Ralph Johnson and 
Thorley Johnson secretaries, Ingvar 
Baldwinson ,treasurer and Gunnhildur 
Lorensen press reporter. Rev. S. 0. 
Thorlakson, consul of Iceland in San-

kindred nations, and the cruel hostil
ity of climate and widespread volcanic 
disasters, reaching a peak in 1783-1790. 
The Danish King became absolute in 
1662, and Danish monopoly of Ice
landic trade had become established 
in I 002 and lasted until abolished in 
1787. Sea communications were dis
rupted by the Napoleonic wars, 1807-
1814, resulting in famine and death. 
Since mid-summer 1888 there was a 
change of climate and volcanic erup
tion eased, and a new Golden Age has 
resulted in unprecedented literary 
and scholastic activity in Iceland so 
that Iceland is now seeking labour 
from other lands. 

K. J. A. 

Francisco, is honorary president. The 
group held its annual Christmas tree 
and concert on the Sunday before 
Christmas. 

* 

Scandinavians 111 Edmonton, Al
berta, including Finns, Swedes, Nor
wegians, Danes and Icelanders, held 
their annual celebration Jan- 19th in 
the :'-:orthern Alberta Jubilee Auditor
ium in Edmonton. The program in
cluded a play entitled "The Roof Fell" 
,rhich was staged by Icelandic mem
bers. In the cast were Jack Henrickson, 
:\!rs. Freda Smith, Audrey Benedikt
so,1. 0. V. Gislason, Gunnar Thorvald
s;on and Hill Hallclorson, Mrs. Marga
ret Decosse from St. Paul Alberta, was 
•o'oi,t and sang a group of Icelandic
a::d English numbers.
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Graduates and Scholarships 

MANITOBA UNIVERSITY 1963. 

GRADUATES 

Master of Arts 

Kathryn Gail Oleson, B.A. Hon. 1962. 
l\Iajor: History, Ancillary: French, 
Comprehensive Examination. Par
ents: Dr. Tryggvi Oleson, and \frs. 
Oleson, Winnipeg. 

Bachelor of Arts, General Course 

Rjarnason, Daniel Murray, Parents: 
Mr. C. Bjarnason, Brandon, Sup't of 
Schools, and l\frs. Bjarnason. 

Bjarnason, Herbert Garth. Parents: 
1\fr. ,rm! 1\Irs. Herbert Bjarnason, 
Gimli, Manitoba. 

Davidson, Kenneth Roy. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Davidson, Selkirk. 

Josephson, Elin Margaret. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Arni Josephson, Glenboro. 
Manitoba. 

Samson, Jon Timothy, Parents: 1\Ir. 
and Mrs. John V. Samson, vVinnipeg. 

Sveistrup, Marvin Halldor. Parents: 
Mr. and Mrs. 0. F. Sveistrup, 
Vogar, Manitoba (as at Oct. 16, '62). 

Stefanson, Jo-Ann Helga Emily. Par
ents: Mrs. E. Stefanson, Lundar, and 
the late Stefan Stefanson, Winnipeg. 

Bachelor of Science-General Course 

Albertson, Herbert Helgi. Parents: 1\Ir. 
and Mrs. A. S. Albertson, Pine Falls. 

Bergman, David Hjalmar. Parents: Mr. 
and l\Irs. Norman Bergman, Bran
don, Manitoba. 

Brandson, Thorkell James. Parents: 
Mrs. Sarah Brandson, and the late 
KeHy Brandson, Winnipeg, Man. 

Ingimundson, Janice Carolyne. Par
ents: 1\Ir. and 1\Irs. F. Ingimundson, 
'\\"innipeg, 1\Ianitoba. 

Solmundson, Stefan Vern Julius. Par
ents: Mr. and Mrs. Franz Julius Sol
mundson, Charleswood, Mani,toba. 

Bachelor of Social Work 

Johnson, Frank Caldwell. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles Johnson, Win
nipeg, Manitoba. 

Bachelor of Fine Arts 

Amundson, Hjortur Dale Olafur. Par
ents: Mr. and 1\Irs. Olafur Amund
son, St. James, l\Ianitoba. 

Doctor of Medicine 

Johnson, Herman Magnus, B.Sc., Par
ents: Mr. and :\Irs. Johannes John
son, Oak View, 1\Ianitoba. 

Bachelor of Science in Engineering 

Solmundson, Robert Solvin. Parents: 
Mr. and Mrs. Einar Solmundson, 
Hecla, Manitoba. 

Bachelor of Agriculture 

Borgfjord, Marvin Robert. Parents 
Mr. and 1\Irs. M. H. Borgfjord, Ar
borg, Manitoba. 
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Liquor in the man is 

-legal.

Liquor in the car is 

-legal.

Liquor in the man in the 

ca:r is - a menace to 

property and life itself. 

One in a series presented in the public interest by the 

MANITOBA COMMITTII 

on ALCOHOL EDUCATION 
116 EDMONTON STREET, WINNIPEG 1, MANITOBA 
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Bachelor of Education 

Arnason, John Herbert, B.Sc. Parents: 
Jon Amason and the late Olof Ama
son, St. James, Manitoba. 

Amason, Wilfred Leonard, B.S.A. Par
ents: :'.\Ir. and Mrs. G. \V. Amason, 
Gimli, Manitoba. 

Sigurdson, Albert Frank, B.A. Parents: 
:\Irs. S. Sigurdson, Selkirk, Man. 

Thorkelson, Brian Douglas, B.Sc. Par
ents: :'.\Ir. K. B. Thorkelson (School 
Inspector) and Mrs. Thorkelson, 
\"irden, Manitoba . 

Diploma in Agriculture 

Halldorson, Olafur Bjarni Keith. Par
ents: Mrs. Freeman Halldorson, and 
the late J\Ir. Halldorson, Hayland. 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

"An Adventure In Good Eating" 

e THE TOWERS NITE CLUB 

• GOLD COACH LOUNGE

8 STEER ROOM 8 STEAK RANCH

e CARRIAGE ROOM

Banquet and Party Facilities Available 
Catering Service - Pastry Delivery 

For Reservations Phone 

WHitehall 3-8618 

317 KENNEDY 

Johnson, Halldor John. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. J. J. Johnson, Vogar, Man. 

Certificate in Education 

Albertson, Herbert Helgi, B.Sc. Par
ents: Mr. and Mrs. A. S. Albertson, 
Pine Falls, Manitoba. 

Arnason, David Ellis, B.A. Parents: 
Mr. and :Mrs. B. E. Amason, Gimli. 

Asgeirson, Carol Lynne. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Asgeir (Archie) Asgeirson, 
·winnipeg, Mantioba.

Backman, Dorothy Salome, B.Sc. ( as at 
Oct. 16, '62). Parents: Mr. and Mrs. 
Gudni Backm<l'n, Lundar, Man. 

Johnson, Rosemary, B.A. Parents: Mrs. 
Johnson and the late Jon Johnson, 
·winnipeg, Manitoba.

Peturson, Lincoln Jorgen, B.Sc. Par
ents: Mrs. J. J. Peturson and the late 
Mr. Peturson, St. James, Manitoba. 

Valgardson, William Dempsey, B.A. 
Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Dempsey Val
gardson, Gimli, Manitoba. 

Bachelor of Science, Home Economics 

Stinson, Sheila Dawn, Parents: Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Stinson, of Elmwood, 
Man. Mrs. Stinson was the former 
Thorbjorg Sigvaldason of Riverton. 

* 

UNIVERSITY OF SASKAT-

CHEWAN GRADUATES 

Stefanie Thordis Arnason, Bachelor of 
Arts with Great Distinction in Arts 
and Science. Also an Honours Schol-
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The University of Manitoba 

announces 

The Opening of the 

1963-1964 Session 

COURSES WILL BE OFFERED LEADING TO DEGREES IN 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ARTS 

COMMERCE 

DENTISTRY 

EDUCATION 

ENGINEERING 
FINE & APPLIED ART 
(Painting, Sculpture, 

Ceramics) 

HOME ECONOl\1ICS 

INTERIOR DESIGN 

NURSING 

PHARMACY 

SCIENCE 

LAW 

MEDICINE 

SOCIAL ,voRK 

DIPLOMA COURSES WILL BE OFFERED 

IN THE FOLLOWING FIELDS: 

AGRICULTURE - ART - DENTAL HYGIENE - :'\t:RSING 
EDUCATION - :MEDICAL REH ABILITATION 

• Valuable scholarships and bursaries.

• Excellent athletic and recreational facilities in the University
Gymnasium.

e Residences 

e For Full particulars write to the REGISTRAR, 

The University of Manitoba, Fort Garry, Manitoba 
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arship in Biology. Daughter of Prof. 
and Mrs. Thomas J. Arnason, Sask 
atoon, Saskatchewan. 

Richard Douglas Bell, Bachelor of 
Arts. Grandson of Mr. and Mrs. Ben 
Peterson, Saskatoon, Sask. 

Heather Gail Peterson, B.A. Honours 
Degree in Physics. Daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben K. Peterson, Regina, 
Sask. Granddaughter of Mr. ancl 
Mrs. Ben Peterson, Saskatoon. 

Gerald William Runolfson, Semans, 
Sask. Bachelor of Civil Engineering. 

Morine Barbara Baldwinson, Regina, 
Sask. Master of Arts. 

Mundi Irving Josephson, B.A., B.Ed. 

University of Saskatchewan Grad
uate Scholarship in the Humanities 
and Social Science. Son of ,the late 
G. B. Josephson, formerly of the 
,vynyard district, and Mrs. Joseph
son now of Saskatoon. He will con
tinue his graduate studies in Eng
lish at the University of Saskat-

chewan. 

of Dr. and Mrs. E. J. Skafel, Bran
don, :Manitoba. 

-T. Thorvaldson

* 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 

DAKOTA GRADUATES, 1963 

Bachelor of Science 
in Medical Technology 

:'.\,fary Beth Dinusson. Parents: Mr. and 
:\Irs. K. D. Dinusson, Akra, N. Dak. 

Bachelor of Scienc� in Education 
and Bachelor's Diploma in Teaching 

Arthur Eldon Hillman. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Eldon Hillman, Akra. 

Phyllis Kaye Magnusson, Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. M. ,v. Magnusson, Hensel. 

Bachelor of Science in General

Industrial Engineering 

Burke Magnus Halldorson. Parents: 
l\fr. and l\Irs. Burke Halldorson, 

Helen Cecilia Amason, Spruce Home, Grand Forks, N. Dakota. 
Sask., Second Year Arts and Science 
Scholarship. Bachelor of Science 

Wayne Douglas Pickering, Foam Lake. 
Sask. Third Year Scholarship in 
Engineering and American Society 
for Testing l\Iaterials Prize. 

Michael Guy Skafel, l\fassey-Ferguson 
Co. Scholarship in Engineering. Son 

in Business Administration 

Alfred Jerome Hall. Parents: Mr. and 
.\Irs. Joe W. Hall, Edinburg, N. D. 

John Gudmund Thorgrimson. Parents: 
Dr. and l\Irs. G. G. Thorgrimson, 
Grand Forks, North Dakota. 
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222 PROVENCHER A VE. CH 7-9861 ST. BONIFACE 6, MAN. 

MANUFACTURER OF CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

Visit Our Plant at-Sargent & Toronto 

Mrs. Albert .Johnson 
Res. Phone SPruce 4-6753 

S. L. Stefansson
Res. Phone JUstice 6-7229 

.Nell j :Jlowel- Skop 
WEDDING BOUQUETS CU'l"FLOWERS 

CORSAGES 

Bus. Phone SP 2-9509 700 NOTRE DAME AVE. 

FUNERAL DESIGNS 

Bus. Phone SP 2-9509 

• Opposite Hospital Stop ♦
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Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Sandra G. Halldorson. Parents: Mr. 
and Mrs. Burke Halldorson, Grand 
Forks, North Dakota. 

Bachelor of Laws 

Romaine Doyle Thorfinnson, Parents: 
Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Thorfinnson, 
·wahpeton, North Dakota.

The above list of graduates was sent 
to Logberg-Heimskringla by Dr. Beck, 
who adds that if any names have been 
inadvertently omitted, corrections sent 
in will be welcomed. 

GRADUATES IN NURSING 

Miss Lillian Margaret Thorvaldson, 
daughter of l\fr. and Mrs. T. R. Thor
valdson, 5 Mayfair Place, ·winnipeg, 
graduated this spring from the Win
nipeg Grace General Hospital School 
of Nursing. Miss Thorvaldson plans 
to enter the University of Manitoba 
next fall, specializing in Public Health 
Nursing. 

WINS $2,400 GRANT

In the spring of 1961 Oscar Thor
Sigvaldason was awarded an Athlone 
Fellowship for a two-year advanced 
study in civil engineering at Imperial 
College in London, England. Last 
spring the National Research Council 
of Canada awarded him a $2,400 grant 
with which to pursue research for a 
vear in concrete technology, also at 
Imperial College. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gudni Sigvaldason of the 
Framnes district near Arborg, Man. 

IN THE NEWS 

GOLDEN WEDDING 

l\fr. and Mrs. Gudmundur J. Jonas
son of the Eyford district in North 
Dakota were honored by the commun
ity and family on Sunday April 7, in 
the community hall on the occasion of 
their golden wedding anniversary. 

Featured was a varied program of 
music and among artists were a num
ber of their grandchildren. Dr. Richard 
Beck, head of the department of 

Scandinavian studies at the University 
of North Dakota, was first speaker 
and in the name of the Icelandic Na
tional League and the president of Ice
land thanked them for their interest in 
and labors for things Icelandic, and 
noted Mr. Jonasson is current and 
former president of the Icelandic soci
ety Barun in North Dakota. Dr. Beck 
presented them with a gift. 

l\fiss Lauga Geir on behalf of the 
community paid tribute to Mr. and 
Mrs. Jonasson and presented them 
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HILLMAN - SUNBEAM 

WILLYS JEEP 

STUDEBAKER 

Sargent Avenue at Home Street

WALSH-GRAHAM 

MOTORS UMHED 

Phone SPruce 4-2577 Winnipeg 3 

GENSER'S 
\Vestern Canada's Largest Selection 

of Better Quality Furniture. 
291 PORTAGE AVE. 6/lO JLUN ST 
879 MAIN ST 472 SELKIRK AVK 

and POLO PARK 
NO MONEY DOWN 

LAKELAND DAIRIES 
SELKIRK MANITOBA 

"Quality Dairy Products" 

Distributors 
SKYR 

Winnipeg Phone GLobe 2-0312 
Selkirk Phone 482 - 3681 

"SELKIRK BRAND" 
- __ FROZEN FRENCH FRIES

! 
Winnipeg Phone GLobe 2-0312 

l.��www-

"FOR THE BEST MILK 
THAT GOOD COWS GIVE"

DAIRIES LTD. 
PHONE WHi.tehall 3-4414 

LIMITED 

SUBSCRIBE TO -

1/f JIHII IIE Jll «CJIEJILA\ N l!D) 1:1 (C {CA\ NA\ IID) Jl[A\ N 
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also with a gift. Invocation was by Rev. 
Claude Snyder. 

:1Ir. J onasson was born in Iceland 
and :1Irs. J onasson in the Eyford dist
rict. Thev have three sons and two 
daughters'. .They are Lovisa Gudlaug, 
:1Irs. Valdimar Olafson of Eyford, Gud
bjartur Jonas of San Francisco, Elin 
GudnY, :1Irs. Albert Thrush of San 
Frant i,rn, Kristinn :1IoritL of San 
Franci-;co and Joseph Palmi at home. 

* 

DAVID EI::\"ARSON, MEMBER OF 

SOCIETY OF EXPLORATION 

GEOPHYSICISTS 

T. David Einarson

T. DaYid Einarson of Arborg, Mani

toba, ,1·as recently selected for member
ship in the Society of Exploration Geo
physicists, a professional society of 
more than 5,500 earth scientists who 
apply their knowledge of geophysics to 
locate many of the valuable minerals 
hidden in the earth's crust. 

Mr. Einarson is presently chief of 
Geophysical Service International S.A.

in Tripoli, Libya, North Africa. 

\\Tith 22 local chapters in the \Ves
tern Hemisphere the Society of Explor
ation Geophysicists is affiliated with 
six other leading earth science societ
ies to promote the science of geophys
ics. Through active participation in 
this organization ?\Ir. Einarson will 
exchange ideas and information with 
other earth scientists, attend technical 
meetings and be kept abreast of latest 
developments in this fiel<l through 
publication and personal contacts. 

Born and raised at Arborg :1Ir. Ein
arson attended the university of :1Iani
toba where he received his degree in 
science in 1956. He subsequently spent 
two years on the Island of Sumatra be
fore moving to Tripoli. The youngest 
of ten children, he is the son of Mrs. 
Elin Einarson, who presently lives at 
Arborg, and the late Gudnmndur 0. 
Einarson, p10neers of the Arborg 
district. 

* 

Valur Egilson was elected president 
of the Icelandic Association in Chicago, 
Illinois, at the annual meeting in Oct
ober in Nielsen's Restaurant in Chi
cago. He succeeded Thrainn Sigurd
son who had held office for three years. 

Einar Backmann was named vice
president, Thorsteinn Helgason sec
retary, Erna Thorarinsen treasurer and 
Asta Vigfusson to the executive. Speak
er was Arni Helgason, consul of Ice
land, who told of the visit to Canad:, 
last year of the president of Iceland. 
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UNITED COLLEGE 
An institution of The United Church of 
Canada - Affiliated with The University 
of Manitoba - Centrally located in down-

town Winnipeg. 

l'NIVERSITY DEPARTME:'\T Com
plete Arts Course. - 3 Years of Science. 
Pre-Professional Courses for 

Medicine, Denti5try, Engineering, Archi
tecture, Pharmacy, Law and Commerce. 
COLLEGIATE DEPART:\IE:\"T -Grades 
XI and XII Summer School in Grades 
XI and XII subjects (July 29th to August 
17th). 

·1 HEOLOGY DEPART:\fE'.\T -Diploma
B.D. and S.T.:\L courses.

SC:HOL\RSHIPS and BCRS.\RIES 
A \'.-\IL\ BLE - :1fanitoba, I,;bister and 
others tenable at l'nitcd College. 

RESIDE:'.';CE-For 1fcn and \Vomrn. 

Wrile to the Registrar, Vnited College, 
Winnipeg 

JOHN LEUKIE LTD. 
640 King Edward St. 

ST. JAMES 

"T ANGLEFIN" NYLON NETTING 

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES 

CANVAS {;OOliS 

MARINE HARDWARE 

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 

Phone SPruce 5-8404 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 

BRANCH AT EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
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ELECTED MANITOBA CURLING 

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 

Leo Johnson 

Leo Johnson of \-Vinnipeg was elect

eel president for I 963-64 at the annual 

meeting in April of the Manitoba 

Curling Association. The meeting was 

in ·winnipeg. 

A veteran of the roaring game, Mr. 

Johnson is considered to be among the 

curlinc: ,c;reats of Canada. He ·won the 

Canadian championship in 1934 and 

wa5 runner-up in 1946. He has cap

tured three p r o v i  n c i a I curling 

championships, m 1934, 1944 and 

1946. 

During the Second \Vorld \Var the 

Macdonald Brier playdowns were can

celled at the request of the federal 

government and, but for that, Mr. 

Johnson would have carried :Mani

toba's colors into the Canadian arena 

on three occasions during that period. 

;1Ir. Johnson 1s a former president 

ancl now a life member of the Strath-

cona Curling Club m \,Vinnipeg. 

Among his many souvenirs are 14 

trophies won in MCA bonspiels. 

Besides curling Mr. Johnson has 

made a name for himself in baseball 

and golf. He is a former president and 

now a life member of Southwood Golf 

Club. He is the son of Gudjon and 

Oddny Johnson, pioneer residents of 

Winnipeg. 

Goodbrandson' s 

Transfer Ltd. 

DAILY SERVICE - CARGO INSURED 

Phone 482-3183 - SELKIRK 

Phone SUnset 3-7898 - WINNIPEG 

Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO STORES TO SER VE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 3-0731 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484
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A GROUP OF l l0 PERSONS 

CHARTER FLIGHT TO ICELAND 

Vancouverites are showing the in
genuity they are noted for, in charter
ing their own flight from Vancouver 
direct across the North Pole, to Ice
land. 

The group of 110, including people 
from all down the coast, left Vancouver 
on the 14th of June, aboard the C.P.A. 
jet,prop Britannia air liner. Their 

UHIEF HOME BAKERY 
Prop. Helga Olafson

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. lJ-6127 

ROBERTS & WHYTE LTD. 

Sargent & Sherbrooke St. 

Phone SPruce 4-3353

THE WEST END'S 
FAMILY DRUG STORE 

flight took them IO hours, and the 
cost per person was $295.00 return. 

The two men who are heading this 
tour are Snorri R. Gunnarson and Sig
urbjorn Sigurdson, both of Vancouver. 

The group is scheduled to return on 
July 5th. 

* 

Prof. Haraldur Bessason left for 
Quebec, in response to an ivitation 
from Laval University. He was to 
deliver an address on the Icelandic 
Pioneers in Western Canada. 

ASC EI R SON'S 
LIMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SUnset 3-4322 

Headquarters for 
PA I N  T, WA L L  P A P E R  

&: HARDWARE 

Limted 

FUNERAL HUME 

Phone SPruce 4-7474 

843 Sherbrook Street 
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NEWS SUMMARY 

Icelanders in Chicago, Illinois, and 
friends gathered Mach 9 to celebrate 
rhe traditional Thorrablot and hear 
Hon. Valdimar Bjornsson, Minnesota 
state treasurer, as guest speaker. :Mr. 
Bjornsson was introduced by Dr. Ar1:i 
Helgaon. A varied program of music 
was enjoyed and guests, from near 
and far, included three exchange stu
dents from Iceland, Baldur Valgeirs
son, Jon Kristjansson and Helga Gu_n
narsdottir. Dancing and commumty 
singing continued into the small hours 
of the morning. 

* 

:Miss Rosemary Johnson, daughter 
of Mrs. Olin Johnson, 735 Home St., 
Winnipeg, and the late Jon Johnson, 
last winter was awarded a School
masters' \Vives scholarship, given an
nually to high school students with a 
record of outstanding achievement and 
who plan to enter universi<ty. 

* 

Arni G. Eggertson, well known ·vvin
nipeg lawyer and businessman, was ad
vised in May that he was re-elected to 
the board of directors at the annual 
meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland, of the 
Icelandic steamship line, Eimskipafje
lag Islands. 

* 

The story by Ragnhildur Guttorm
son, "The \Vreck of the Trawler 
Dhoon", which appeared in the 1961 
Spring issue of the Icelandic Canadian, 

"·as reprinted by permission in the 
Decmeber 1961 Rosicrucian Digest 
under the title "A Wreck and a Res
cue". 

* 

Group Captain N. L. Magnusson of 
"Winnipeg, has been appointed oper
ations officer at the Minot sector, 25 
Norad region, l\Iinot Air Force Base, 
.'.\'.orth Dakota. Group Captain Magnus
son, 43, was formerly director of air
men's postings and careers at air force 
headquarters, Ottawa. Since last Aug
ust he has been attending the National 
Defence College at Kingston, Ont. 

* 

Two Good 

Hotels . .  •

LELAND HOTEL 
William &: Albert 

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL 

Portage at Parkdale 

Kirkfield Park, Man. 

J. E. Dangerfield, proprietor 

W. D. Bjarnason, manager
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Dr. Peter Gordon Roy Thordarson 

of Vancouver, B. C., a graduate in 

arts of the University of British Colum

bia in 1960, and of the University of 

Manitoba dental college in dentistry 

in 1962, has joined the British Colum

bia department of health for employ

ment in the field of children's dentis

try. 

At the University of Manitoba he 
obtained highest marks in .pedodontics
and orthodontics upon graduation.
Prior to that he had been awarded a
Dental Service scholarship. 

Son of flfr. and Mrs. Theodor Thor

darson of Vancouver, he was married 

in 1960 to Miss Nancy Clarke. 

* 

Compliments of . . .

Sigfusson 
Transportation 

Co. Limited 

Road Construction 

and 

Tractor Train Freighting 

in the North 

Phone SUnset 3-1417 

787 Toronto Street 

"WINNIPEG, MAN. 

The Icelandic Society Strond in 

Vancouver, Br1tish Columbia, an af

filiate of the Icelandic National 

League, on March 1, celebrated 

Thorrablot with some 300 people in 

attendance. L. H. Thorlakson was 

guest speaker and the Icelandic poem, 

Thorrablot by David Stefansson, was 

read by M. K. Sigurdson. A group 

from the Vancouver Icelandic male 

voice choir sang under the direction 

of Sigurbjorn Sigurdson, choir direct

or. Paul Frederickson with his guitar 

was a soloist as was Tani Bjornson 

of Seattle, ·wash., accompanied by Mrs. 

Bjornson. Society president Snorri 

Gunnarson opened the program. 

* 

Gelhorn Motors Ltd. 

2000 MAIN STREET 

WINNIPEG 17 

Your friendly 

Falcon, Fairlane 

and Galaxie 

Dealers 
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ATTENDS U.N. SEMINAR 

Of five top B. C. high school students 
from Vancouver to attend a week-long 
seminar at United Nations headquar
ters in ?\ew York lately, and joined by 
27 other high school students from 
across Canada, was Judy Reykdal, 
daughter of Jack and Rose (Oliver) 
Reykdal and granddaughter of the late 
John and Lilja (Sveinson) Reykdal and 
Mrs. Kristine and the late Daniel Oli
ver, all residents of "\Vynyard, Saskatch
e,van for many years. Paternal great 
grand-parents were the well-known Sig
urjon and Valgerdur Sveinson. 

The students are selected because 
of their interest in international af
fairs and leadership in UN activities 
in schools. 

* 

The wife of Vladimar Ashkenazy, 
a world wamous Soviet pianist, is an 
Icelandic lady, Thorunn Johannsdot
ir, also a gifted pianist, whose parents 
live in London, England. Mr. and Mrs. 
A.shkenazy have a sixteen-month ol, 
son. Lately the couple sought pennis
sion from the Soviet authorities t< 

take up their residence in London, and 
this permission was granted. ·n i 
Soviet government is so reluctant to 
lose any of its citizen, especially artists, 
that this item of news received ·world 
wide publicity. 

* 

Rev. Robert Jack, who has been 

in Canada recruiting for semi-skilled 

and unskilled labour for fish producen 

and other employers in Iceland, re

ports that he has selected about 40 

and that they will be leaving for Ice-

land as soon as passports have been 
issued and tran portation by air has 
been arranged. Rev Jack says that 
more men will be required later. 

* 

The Misses Gladys and Gloria Thor

valdson of Winnipeg this spring be

came stewardesses for Canadian Pacific 

Airlines after completing a stewardess 

course in Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Twenty years of age and the twin 

daughters of Mrs. Margaret Thorvald

son, of 945 Government Avenue in 

suburban East Kildonan in Greater 

Winnipeg, and the late Mr. Helgi 

Thorvaldson, they were born at Oak 

Point, Manitoba. 

* 
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Graduates of Daniel McIntyre Col

legiate, Winnipeg, they were in the 

employe of ,the city of Winnipeg prior 

to joining Canadian Pacific Airlines, 

Gladys as an audit clerk in the city's 

audit deparmtent and Gloria as a den

tal assistant with the city welfare de

partment. 

* 

Hangikjot (smoked mutton) and 

hardfiskur (hard, cured fish) imported 

from Iceland, and lifrnpilsa (Icelandic 

liver sausage) made by l\frs. Gudrun 

::VIcLeod were among traditional Ice

landic dishes served at the I>orrablot 
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celebration in Oakland, staged March 

2 by the Icelandic-American Associ

ation of Northern California. Some 
130 people attended. The program was 

arranged by vice-president Vigfus 

Jakobsson, and president Sveinn Olafs

son presided. The program included 

community singing in Icelandic and 

English and among speakers were Rev. 

Jakob Einarsson who brought greet

ings from Iceland, Rev. Asmundur 

Gudmundsson and Jonas Kristinsson 

who heads the Icelandic-American as

sociation in Los Angeles. 

Introduced were numerous 

from Iceland, Canada and 

parts of the United States. 

* 

guests 

various 

G. B. Gunlogson, a consulting eng

ineer and life member of the American 

, \ssociation for the Advancement of 

Science, has been elected a Fellow of 

the association. This honor is bestow

ed in recognition of his standing as 

a scientist. 

* 

Some 150 people, many m carnival 

attire, attended the Thorrablot cele

lnation held March 9 in the Danish 

,\uditoriurn in Los Angeles, by the 

Icelandic-American Association of 

Southern California. Staged was a pro

gram of entertainment, including com

rnun it\ singing in Icelandic and Eng

lish t:nder the direction of Gunnar 

'>f:tttia,son. Dancing followed. Present 

wc:·e µ,uests from near and far. 
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