
Wintt'r 1964 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

His Excellency JOH P. STGVALDASO , Canadian Ambassador to orway 

and Iceland and Mrs. Sigvaldason 



Your favorite foods are kept fresh and 
tasty in an electric home freezer - ancl 

you're always ready for entertaining 
... unexpected guests ... and everyday 

needs. You'll save money, too, by storing 
foods bought at sale prices, low seasonal 

rates and in quantity lots. 

BE CAREFREE 

DO IT ELECTRICALLY 

MANITOBA HYDRO 

"BEST FOR ALL YOUR BAKING" 

PURITY 

Enriched - Presifted 

ALL PURPOSE FLOUR 

MONARCH 
POUCH-PAK CAKE MIXES 

WHITE, CHOCOLATE, GOLDEN, DUTCH SPICE, 

COCOA MALT, COFFEE MOCHA, MARSCHINO CHERRY 

BANANA, COCONUT, ORANGE 

PIE CRUST - TEA BISK - Gic'\GERBREAD 

SPOc'\GE PUDDING - BROW:'-iIE MIX - REGVLAR and 

POUCH-PAK PANCAKE MIX 

PURITY 
� 

VITAMIN 

ENRICHED 
FtDUR 

MAPLE LEAF MILLS LIMITED 
TORONTO WINNIPEG CALGARY 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

Serving Investors 

Across Canada . .. 

JAMES RICHARDSON & SONS 
Established 1857 

MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG CALGARY EDMONTON 

VANCOUVER VICTORIA PRINCE GEORGE LETHBRIDGE 

MEDICINE HAT REGINA MOOSE JAW SWIFT CURRENT 

SASKATOON PRINCE ALBERT BRANDON PORTAGE LA 

PRAIRIE KENORA KINGSTON GALT ST. THOMAS SIMCOE 

CHATHAM KITCHENER LEAMINGTON WINDSOR NEW YORK 

REMEMBER ■ ■ ■ 

WHEN PHONING LONG DISTANCE 

Your Calls O,J.t- � 
"�W,�

n

YOUR 

fflanitoba Telephone System 



2 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Winter 1964 

Limted 

FUNERAL H OME 

Phone SPruce 4-7474 

843 Sherbrook Street 

Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson 

WIN NIPEG CLINIC 

PHONE WHitehall 2-o-441 

* 

St. Mary's and Vaughan, Winnipeg 

ROBERTS & WHYTE l TD. 

Sargent & Sherbrooke St. 

Phone SPruce 4-335, 

THE WEST END'S 
FAMILY DRUG STORE 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

to our customers and friends 

ASC EI RSO N'S 
LlMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. S Unset 3-4322 

Headquarters for 

PAI N T, WA L L PAPER 

& HAR D WARE 

SEASON'S G REETINGS 

BENJ AMINSON 
CON STR UCTION CO. LTD. 

484 SOUTH DRIVE 

PH ON E 

Off. GRover 5-0498 Res. GLobe 3-0089 

DR. L.A. SIGURDSON 

* 

528 Medical Arts Bldg. 

* 

Off. Ph. WH. 2-4762 Res. SP. 2-6115 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 3 

"THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND C LASS MAIL 

BY THE POS T OF FICE DEPARTMEN T, OT TAWA, AN D FOR PAYMENT 

OF POST AGE IN CA SH." - PRIN TED AT 868 ARLIN G TON ST. WPG . 3. 

Lunch 

at the Inn 

is in! 

COMPLETE 

BUSINESS MEN'S 

LUNCHEON MENU 

Moderately Priced! 

or 
iches ... 

he 
llow 

International Inn 
AIR CONDITIONED COMFORT 

PARKING FOR 650 CARS 
Wellington at Berry, Winnipeg 

Goodbrandson' s 

Transfer Ltd. 

DAILY SERVICE - CARGO INSURED 

Phone 482-3183 - SELKIRK 

Phone SUnset 3-7898 - WINNIPEG 

Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

�ISTS 
E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO S TORES TO SERVE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 3-0731 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484

COMPLIMENTS OF 

I e )
WHITEl 
\ ROSEJ 

Your Local 

WHITE ROSE DEALER 



6 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Winter 1964 

Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson 
Physician and Surgeon PHONE SPruce 2-9453 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE Logan and Keewatin Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 

Eggertson & Eggertson I Barristers &: Solicitors 
500 Power Building 

Portage Ave. & Vaughan St. 

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG 

Thorvaldson, Eggertson, 
Saunders & Mauro Barristers, Solicitors, etc 209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. Portage Ave. and Garry St. Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

RAMSAY-MATTHEWS LIMITED 

l03 Medical Arts Building, 

(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

GOING TO ICELAND? 
Let the Triple-A-Service make the 
arrangements. 40 years experience. 
Write, Call or Telephone today 

without any obligations to 

Arthur A. Anderson 
133 Claremont Ave. Winnipeg 6 

Phone GLobe 2-5446 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 
I. Sigardsoo & Son Ltd.Plastering Contncten and Bailde:n 

H. M. Sigurdson1410 Erin St. H. Sigurt:bon526 Arlington St. Ph. SPruce 2-1272 Ph. SPruce 2-6860

GREETINGS 

from- A FRIEND 

S. A. THORARINSON Barrister and Solicitor 2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 364 Main Street 
OFFICE PHONE WHitehall 2-7051 

McKague, Sigmar 
& Company REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOANS All Types of Insurance Rental Management 

l 200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-1746 537 ELLICE AVE. WINNIPEG 2 
ARLINGTON PHARMACY 

PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS POST OFFICE 
Sargent &: Arlington, 
Phone SU nset 3-5550 

Winnipeg 

1 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 
-- - -- -------------------�------- -- ----- ----

Compliments of 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 

"The Painter's Supply House Since 1908" 

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, Man. 

Gelhorn Motors Ltd. 

2000 MAIN STREET 

WINNIPEG 17 

Your friendly 

Falcon, Fairlane 

and Galaxie 

Dealers 

Phone WH 3-7395 

- -- -1 

McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd. 
since 1906 

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL 

"One Peice or a Carload" 

l
WINNIPEG 



8 THE ICELANDIC CANA.DIA:\ \\'inter 1964 

vVe welcome appointments as Co

Executor with members of the 

family with full knowledge that it 

creates a personal relationship and 

provides a family voice in management. 

preserving 
Montreal Trust has accumulated in its 

seventy years of trust service a vast 

store of experience in the successful 

administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill 

needed by your executor. 

C. LOWE

family 

tradition 
A talk with one of our experienced trust 

officers will aid you in developing an 

estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a family voice in management. 

Montreal Trust Company 
Notre Dame at Albert Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Assistant General Manager 

H. T. MARTIN 

Manager 

Capital Lumber Co. Ltd. 
SERVICE AND SATISFACTION 

92 Higgins A venue Winnipeg 2 Phone WH 3-1455 

The Icelandic Canadian 
Vol. XXIII No. 2 W-innipeg, Canada Winter 1964 

EDITORIAL 

J 6lin - Christmas, Elin Josephson ______ ·-···-··------·--··----·--· . - ----·---·-···-----·---··------10 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

Visit of Ambassador Sigvaldason and his Address ____ ·--·-----·-------·-·---···---·--····--·-11 

Icelanders and Jews, Rev. S. Olafson_····-·····-······-···--·-·-•·······-··-·········--·--·---·-···-·-18 

The Poetical Works of Taras Shevchenko, vV. J. LindaL_··--··-·······- -·---..... __ .22 

ARTICLES 

The Doctor Drain Troubles Iceland, E. L. ChicanoL ............ ·-·····--·--·········27 

Prime Minister B. Benediktsson, Florence E. PratL·--·--·--··-·········-·--·-··-········36 

Mrs. Kate Bearnson Carter, Clara Steele_····---·-··---·--··---------····-··--···--------····-·- 38 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Lalah J ohannson_···-··········-··-···········-····-·····-·············-··-··-·····-·--······-········----·-·····--·35 

Professor Rudnyckyj visits Iceland ·---·······-·-·-··-·- _____ ·---· ____ ---··-··---·-- ·--·-··-···· 45 

Views of Confederation, R. Daignault___·--·····---·---··----•··-·---·· -·--·--··-----------······_47 

GRADUATES, SCHOLARSHIPS and AWARD WINNERS 

IN THE NEWS --··-··-····-·-···-·······-···-·····----·--·····-··--···-·---·· -·----•----- ·----

49-57

_34, 60, 62 

�-----------------------------------�

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 
A quarterly published by The Icelandic Canadian Club, Winnipeg, Manitoba 

MAGAZINE BOARD 
EDITORS: Judge W. J. Llnd;a.1, Edit.or-in-Chief and Chairman of the Board, 788 Wol
seley Ave., Winnipeg 10, Prof. Haraldur Bessason, 84 Triton Bay, St. Vital, Winnipeg
8; Miss Caroline Gunnarsson, 755 McMillan Ave., Winnipeg 9; Miss Salome Rall·
dorson, 6·240 Chestnut St., Winnipeg 10; Arelius Isfeld, 896 Palmerston Ave., Winnipeg
10; Gustaf Kristjanson, 73 Crowson Bay, Winnipeg 19; W. Kristjanson, 1117 Wolseley
Ave., Winnipeg 10; T. 0. S. Thorsteinson, 400 Parkview St., Winnipeg 12;
Miss Elin Josephson, Ste. 49-279 River Avenue, Winnipeg 13. 

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD: Miss Mattie Halldorson, 32 Graham Apts., Wpg. 

BUSINESS & CIRCULATION MANAGER: Hjalmur F. Danielson, 869 Garfield St. 

ADVERTISING SOLICITOR: Mrs. C. 0. Einarson, 617 Ingersoll St., Winnipeg IO. 

Editorial and news correspondence should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief 
or to the Editor concerned. Subscriptions and business correspondence to the Business 
and Circulation Manager. 

Subscription Rate: $2.00 per year. In Iceland kr. 100. Single copies .50c, in Icel. kr.25. 

Representatives in Iceland-Anna J. Jonsson, Hverfisgotu 112, Reykjavik 
Baldur I>orsteinson, Skrifstofa Sk6gra'.ktarfelags Islands, Reykjavik 

Authorized as Second Cl3JIS Mail, Post Office Department, Ottawa.
-----------------------------------(,-•) 



J 6lin "" Christnn.as 

In Iceland, the Festive Season is just that-a festive

season. Christmas is a happy time people enjoy.

Christmas is a holy occasion. People forget not the

reason for its celebrntion. Christmas is a 'time for

time'. People take time - for friends, for family, for

thought, for enjoyment. 

Reykjavik at Christmas time is aglow with life and colour. As the festive 

�eason draws very near , ,the little city suddenly breathes ne,v life. Houses and

apartment buildings announce the season with bright lights, row upon row.

The water in the harbour reflects in softer tones the coloured brightness of

many masts that seem to float on the skyline. And on Gamlarskvbld, when

the children have touched matches to rubbish piles they have prepared for these

purposes, huge bonfires blaze their welcome throughout the city to the New year.

The gaiety of the decorations and the warmth of -the fires are brought 
together in the people of Iceland at this time of year. On the day before Christ
mas Eve, the streets are very crowded with people doing their Christmas shop
ping. One can expect, in the excitement, to be e1bowed and jostled more than 
usual. The same person who bumped you in passing on ,the street will welcome 

you into his home, and there will treat you with a hospitality beautiful in its 
warmth and generosity. 

In Iceland, Christmas means many things. The traditional lights and decor
ations; the Christmas tree decorating party; the children's songs that everyone 
sings; the j61asveinar; the hangikjot cooking; ,the churches crowded; the parties 
and family gatherings;-these things and others are a welcome and familiar 
part of �he season. "Gleoileg hatio" is not merely a stock phrase. It is a reality. 

\-Vestern Icelanders have maintained some of the customs of their fore
fathers. Christmas Eve holds real meaning. "Heims um 
b61" is yet sung. Icelandic foods have a special place on 
the ,table. 

May it be that the child-like spirit and the truly 
felt joy remain basic to each one; that the real meaning of 
Chri�tmas never be lost in the mechanization and speed 
of present-clay North American living. Whether wishes be 

"Merry Christmas" or "Gleoileg j61", "a joyous holiday 
season" or "Gleoileg hatio", "Happy New Year!" or "Far
s,elt nytt ar", may they come from the heart. And may 
they come true! 

-Elin Josephson
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The visit of His Excellency John P. Sig

valdason and Mrs. Sigvaldason 

to Manitoba 

The week that the Canadian Ambas
sador to Norway and Iceland, and 
\Irs. Sigvaldason spent in Manitoba, 
S.eptember 24, to October 1 ,  this fall 
will be a memorable one to all who 
were privileged to meet His Excellency 
and his charming wife. 

In his public addresses the Ambas
sador delivered messages which en
thused all who were present. His main 
address delivered in the First Lutheran 
Church appropriately divided into two 

parts. The first is on his impressions 
of Iceland, the pertinent parts of which 
appear elsewhere in this number of 
the magazine. The second part was 
devoted to his reaction and conclusions 
drawn as he came in personal contact 
with leaders in ,the Far East and saw 
in action the myriads of people of 
Asia, particularly of Indonesia where 
he served as Canadian Conml from 
1960 to 1964. These impressions will 
appear in the next number of the mag
azine. 

Ambassador Sigvaldason's first ap
pearance was on Thursday evening 
September 24, in the Winnipeg Cham
ber of Commerce Club rooms. He and 
\Irs. Sigvaldason were the guests of 
honor of ,the Canada Press Club and 
the Senior officers of the Winnipeg 
Chamber of Commerce. After words 
of welcome from Leo J. Lezack, the 

President of the Club and Mr. Edson 
Boyd the President of the Winnipeg 
Chamber of Commerce, and others, 
the Ambassador gave the first of his 

heart-warming talks which created an 
immediate friendly at m o s p h e r e 
wherever he spoke. 

All present then adjourned to the 
dining room of the Club where light 
refreshments and coffee were served. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Sigvaldason 
mingled freely with those present and 
both showed in their friendliness to all 
alike, how well qualified they are for 

the diplomatic posts they occupy. Mrs. 
Sigvaldason is of central European and 
British descent and speaks both Eng
lish and German fluently. John Sig
valdason has retained his Icelandic re
markably well. Both learned the lan
guage of Indonesia the four years they 
were in Jakar,ta. Both are learning to 

speak Norwegian. 
John Sigvaldason was born in Bal

dur, Manitoba, and on Saturday and 
Sunday he and his wife visited the Ar
gyle district, including Pilot Mound, 
where Mrs. Otto Schultz, a cousin of 
John resides. 

On Monday evening, September 28, 
the Ambassador addressed a meeting 
of the Icelandic Canadian Club in the 
First Lutheran Church which was well 
attended, close to 150 tbeing present. 
His address is being reported as al
ready indicated. During the refresh
ment hour both Mr. and Mrs. Sigvald
ason preferred not to sit formally at 
the head table and chose to mingle 
with those present. "I>au b�oi voru 
svo blatt afram" is an Icelandic expres
sion which very aptly describes these 
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distinguished visitors. 
On Tuesday noon they 11·en.: the 

guests ol honour at a luncheon in The 
:\1 a r 1 b o r  o u g h Hotel, under the: 
auspice, of the Viking Club. The five 
Scandinavian consuls in \\'innipeg 
were invited and they all accepted ancl 
were head-table guests. Owing to the 
illness of .J. Landro, the Norwegian 
Consul, :\[rs. Landro appeared in his 
place and read a well phrased note of 
appreciation from her husband. 

:\fr. C. F. Schubert, the President 
of the Club was in the chair and wel
comed the guests of honour. :\Ir. Sig
valdason, who was introduced by H. 
A. Brodaihl and thanked by Judge Lin
clal, gave an other of his friendly
chatty talks.

A farewell dinner was ,tendered to 
the Ambassador and Mrs. Sigvaldason 
by the Canada-Iceland Foundation, 
held at the Fort Garry Hotel on \Ved
nesday evening. The executive of the 
Icelandic Canadian Club joined in 
the farewell function and Dr. and Mrs. 
V. J. Eylands and Consul and Mrs. G.
L. Johannson were invited guests.

Judge W. J. Linda!, chairman of the
Foundation, occupied tJhe chair during 

a periocl of brief addresses of appreci
ation and of farewell. The followin� 
�poke: \\'. H. Finnbogason, President 
of the Icelandic Canadian Club, Dr. 
V. J. Eylands, Rev. P. :\I. Petursson,
Consul G. L. Johannson, Arni G. Eg
gertson, Q.C., Dr. P. H. T. Thorlak
son, the vice-chairman of the Feder
ation, and Grettir Eggertson, ·who
spoke in Icelandic.

The chairman called upon "John 
Sigvaldason" to reply. The horniness 
and cordiality of the visit of the Am
bassador was very aptly illustrated 
when he corrected the chairman and 
referred to his original Icelandic 
name of Jon Petur Sigvalclason. 

Mrs. Sigvald:::son, who wore an 
orchid corsage, presented by the Feder
ation, though of a different national 
background, was equally successful in 
spreading the feeling of friendliness 
all around her. Both were purposely 
placed far apart at the long table. 
They are equally fitted for positions 
of public relations-at all levels. 

His Excellency and Mrs. Sigvaldason 
left Winnipeg by car on Thursdaf, 
October l st. 

-W.J.L.

The following are extracts from the Address delivered: by Ambassador JOHN P. 

SIGVALDASON in the First Lutheran Church, Winnipeg, September 28 1964 

PART I 

I have made two v,isi,ts to Icelaml 
this year. I became aware that there 
are two Icelands-the Iceland of story 
and saga and the modern Iceland. A 
few words first about the modern Ice
land. It is not the Iceland which our 
parents and our grandparents aban
doned because times ,\"ere hard and 
the future looked bleak. This modern 
Iceland is a modern state, exercising 

sovereign power equally as any other 
wholly independent state. 

:.\IODERN ICELAND 

Iceland is a member of the United 
Nations and is one of the fifteen mem
bers of NATO. Lt determines its own 
foreign .policy, which on geographic 
and other grounds is of great interest 
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to other nations. Many nations have 
embassies in Iceland and Iceland has 
embassies in many other countries. 

There has been tremendous econom
ic and industrial expansion in Iceland, 
especially since the last war. Iceland 
has two modern airlines and a modern 
fishing fleet. The Icelandic Steamship 
Company, organized in 1914, is fin
ancially sound and expanding. Recent
ly a delegation from Canada visited 
Iceland to obtain information about 
the most modern fishing equipment 
and marketing of fish and fish by
products. 

Farms are being rapidly mechanized 
and more land brought under culti
vation. Through cooperative financial 
assistance, if required, and independ
ent of assistance, farm homes are be
ing equipped with electrici.ty, tele
phones, radios, modern plumbing and 
other household needs. 

Then the hotsprings. They appear 
to be limitless. Almost all of Reykja
vik is heated from these springs and 
the system is being steadily rwidened. 

But there are current problems, one 
of which is the ever present danger of 
inflation. Strong measures have had 
to be taken to prevent spirals in prices 
and wages. 

Strange though it may appear to the 
outsider, the people of Iceland are 
concerned about the Icelandic lan
guage. There is the constant pressure 
of English, in commerce and commun
ications, and ,to some extent through 
the presence of American troops. Then 
there is the American television sta
tion in Keflavik. It is perhaps feared 
more than any other factor as i,r pro
jects English-language slang upon the 
youth of Iceland. Plans to establish 
an Icelandic TV system is under seri
ous consideration by the government. 

Now I return to the other Iceland.

I should remind you that I grew up 
in a home where Icelandic was spoken 
and where Icelandic books and papers 
were in daily use. Like many of you, 
the earliest literature with which, as 
a child, I became familiar was the 
stirring sagas of Icelandic or Nordic 
chieftains and heroes. Much of this 
literature glorified the past and the 
great qualities of a people who had 
survived and developed their native 
talents despite difficulties and disasters 
inflicted on them by men and by na
ture. This literature taught that sur
vival and development of a people can 
be achieved only by constant vigilance. 
constant sacrifices and constant willing
ness to struggle-often against odds. 

The story of Iceland and the Mon· 
of the sruggle to survive and develop. 
which her people have waged through 
centuries, is worth knowing. It is not 
a story of conquest, neither is it the 
story of an attempt to build an empire 
of subject people. It is rather the ;;ton 
of how a people strove to achieve i1{
ternal unity, to overcome handicaps of 
environment, and to earn the right to 
shape their own destiny without for
eign control or interference. As such 
it is a story worth knowing for its ow11 
sake. More important, however, it is a 
story worth knowing because the Ice
landic records are perhaps more com
plete or unbroken for a thousand-year 
period than similar stories of most 
other peoples. I say more complete be
cause the Icelandic records possess 
scope and detail, they cover not onh 
kings and battles and conquests, bu·t 
what is perhaps more impor,tant they 
cover the essential human story of a 
people striving forward to freedom and 
liberty. 

Know,ing and understanding the 
story of Iceland is therefore an 1111-
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portant avenue towards an under
standing of many other unwritten 
stories of peoples elsewhere in the 
world because the Icelandic story 
teaches supremely well that uninter
rupted human development can never 
be taken for granted, that vigilance 
and sacrifice must be unending, and 
that only a people with a sense of unity 
of purpose, no matter how few they 
may be, can even by constant striving 
move toward genuine freedom and 
liberty and self-expression. 

But in a very special sense the story 
of Iceland is significant for people of 
Icelandic origin. It is a story that can 
perhaps only be appreciated fully by 
those who still have in their possession 
the key to the language. I recognize, 
as I am sure you do, that fewer and 
fewer Canadians of Icelandic origin 
will find it possible as time goes on 
,to gain possession of that key. What all

can do, however, and I believe it is be

ing done extremely well here in Win

nipeg, is to encourage and assist those

who wish to retain or acquire the Ice

landic language because it will increas

ingly be these people who must inter

pret and pass on in another tongue the 

intellectual and spiritual achievements 

of Iceland. If they fail in that task the

intellectual and spiritual achievement� 

of the homeland will not be a Continu

ing heritage. 

'With regard to this question of pre
serving the language, there is another 
fact which we should bear in mine!. 
Iceland is a small country with only 
some 180,000 people. It is increasingly 
subject to influences from abroad. 
Some of these influences might in the 
long run threaten the language itself. 
Even -in the Icelandic homeland it will 
therefore be increasingly difficult to 

preserve ,the language in its pure form. 
All those who treasure the Icelandic 
tongue, whether they themselves 
possess it or not, will wish to see it pre
served; they will wish to understand 
the problem and to assist in whatever 
way they can the Icelandic people in 
their determination to ensure that this 
great language of the past shall not 
die or be lost to generations yet un
born. 

I have referred to lessons which may 
be learned from the Icelandic story. 
Those lessons are of special significance 
to those who have Icelandic blood in 
their veins. Recorded history tells us 
that we had great ancestors and that 
record reveals also the great traditions 
of our forefathers. 

These forefathers were in fact no 
ordinary men. As we are told in the 
Landnamabok - the Book of Settle
ment-many of the settlers who came 
to Iceland between 874 A.D. and 930 
were of noble birth. The Landnama
b6k, compiled in the 12th and 13th 
centuries, lists some four hundred o( 
the principal colonists, tells where 
they came from, where ,they settled, 
and how they lived. Thus ·we know 
that they were for the most part of 
Scandinavian stock and that they were 
men of standing in the communities 
from which they came. They were men 
and women from Norway, Ireland, 
Scotland, the Hebrides, Shetland and 
the Orkney Islands. They abandoned 
their homes in these regions by choice 
in order to establish new homes i11 
lcelancl, a barren and inhospitable is
land, because they wished to live as 
free men according to their convic
tions. In America the Pilgrim Fathers, 
of a much later day, embody a cherish
ed tradition. Equally, the great tra
dition of their Viking ancestors is one 
that men and women of Icelandic 
origin should cherish and respect. I 
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say the Viking tradition because I 
think the term Viking should be in
terpreted in the ,ddest sense not only 
as discoverers and plunderers, if you 
will, but also as explorers and settlers, 
and as the progenitors of the thousand
year old Icelandic identity and culture. 

I had my first view of Iceland some 
twenty years ago from a military air
craft that circled the island. I saw 
snow-capped peaks and mountains, 
valleys and rivers 11·ith waterfalls along 
the coast, and a barren, bleak volcanic 
interior. Yet it was a scene of in
describable beauty bathed in colour
ing whose distinct clarity I have seen 
110,d1ere else. No wonder Icelandic 
poets have been granted tongues of 
eloquence in reciting the beauty o[ 
their country. 

l thought of a poem with the line:
"A meoan glitrar gull ,i lwerjum tindi". 
But I recalled also a poem written by 
an Icelandic-Canadian poet, Stephan 
G. Stephansson, who on a farm in the
shadow of the Rocky Mountains
penned these lines of haunting senti
ment and beauty:

I>t> pu langforull legoir

serhvert land undir f6t,

bera hugur og hjarta

samt pins heimalands mot,

fr�nka eldfjalls of ishafs!

sifji arfoss og hversl

d6ttir langholts og lyngm6s!

sonur landvers og skers!

A few month ago I stood for the 
first time on the hallowed ground of 
Thingvellir where more than a thou
sand years ago the world's first parli
ament or Althing, as it was called, 
was assembled. It is a moving experi
ence to stand there and to recall even 
those few fragments of the Icelandic 
Sagas which still cling to one's mem-

ory. In these days when the conflict 
between law and disorder seems on the 
increase in many parts of the world, 
it is worth recalling that it was a great 
Icelandic chieftain, N jall, ,vho nearly 
a thousand years ago and on that spot, 
exhorted his people that by law should 
the land be built-"j\feo fogum skal 
land byggja, enn meo 6liigum eyoa". 
I think that exhortation was ,taken to 
heart. The first independent Icelandic 
Republic or Commonwealth which 
lasted from 930 A.D. to 1262 was a 
period when law and justice as a way 
of life began to take root. Respect for 
law is therefore one of the great tra
ditions which has come to us from our 
forefathers and I think Icelandic 
people can be proud that throughout 
centuries they have remained true to 
that tradition. 

THE CAN AD IAN SCENE 

But we who are here are Canadians 
first even though we are proud of our 
Icelandic origin. We are proud of this 
origiin because our Icelandic heritage 
has provided us with a background 
which we believe contributes a great 
deal ,to good Canadianism. At this 
point I should like to express a fe'w 
thoughts as a Canadian whose privilege 
it has been to serve Canada for a num
ber of years in foreign countries. In 
these assignments it has been my 
responsibility to interpret Canada ancl 
the policies of the Government of 
Canada to the governments and 
peoples of the countries in which I 
have served, and at the same time to 
interpret their policies, their hopes 
and their ambitions to the Government 
of Canada. 

In the performance of their dutie, 
Canadian representatives have much to 
be thankful for. The image of Canada 
in the minds of foreign governments 
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and peoples is generally mirrored in 

a favourable light. ·while fin some 

countries the image is more distinct 

than in others, I think there are few, 

if any, countries where Canada presents 

a threatening or unfriendly face. If 

Canadian representatives ever experi

ence embarrassment abroad, it is not 

because they meet hostility-it is rather 

because so much is expected of a coun

try with an international reputation 

for helpfulness and for forward look

ing policies. 

Canada today has direct bilateral 

relations with a large majority of the 

world's countries. Through vanous 

aspects of these bilateral relations there 

is an opportunity for building confi

dence based on understanding and 

goodwill. But increasingly bilateral 

relations between c o  u n t r i e s are 

expanding into complex international 

relations. The growing interdepencl

ence of the modern world is reflected 

in the great increase in ,the number 

of international gatherings or organ

izations. They are too numerous to 

mention but they deal with every 

aspect of human interest and activity 

today. Whether it is the United Na

tions, GA TT, ILO or the Conference 

to promote trade and development in 

the less dewloped par.ts of the 1rnrld. 

the deliberations are usually followed 

by decisions which in the long nm 

will have profound consequences for 

every individual in this country and 111 

other countries. 

The favourable image of Canada to 

·which I have referred has been

developed in large part, not because

of any accident of geography but be

cause at a score of international gather

ings the voice of Canada has usually

been quietly constructive in helping

to shape agreements and to reach ac

ceptable solutions which sene not only

the immediate interests of this coun

try but also the wide interests of the

international community.

• Part II on the international situ

ation and impressions of the people of

the Far East will appear in the nf'Yt 

issue.
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ICELANDERS AND JEWS 

(A few comparisons) 

lt is not infrequently that Iceland
ers and Jews are compared. When this 
is done it is most of.ten in connection 
with the hope that Icelanders can keep 
their identity as Icelanders and pre
serve their native language, while 
scattered over the Western Hemi
sphere. It is remarkable that Jews, liv
ing all over the world, persecuted and 
homeless for nearly 2,000 years, have 
kept their identity, traditions, and 
religion. The Jews having done this, 
why cannot Icelanders do likewise? So 
goes the argument. I hope that a few 
contrasrs and comparisons of these 
two peoples may throw some light 
upon this question. 

First let us say, that while the Jews 
have kept their racial stock remark
ably pure, also their religion and tra
ditions, they have not maintained He
brew as their living spoken language 
as Icelanders have kept .their language. 
Only scholars and R a b b i s have 
learned Hebrew for several centuries 
past. The O.T. is written for the most 
part in Hebrew, the original language 
of the Jews (Hebrews). By the time of 
the N.T. the language used was 
Aramaic. Both of these languages be
long to the Semitic family of languages. 
That the Hebrew language is lost to 
the common people today is plainly 
�een in the concerted effort made in 
Israel to teach it to the people. Are Ice
landers likely to maintain their lan
guage outside of Iceland, were Jews 
have failed. 

A FEW CONTRASTS 

Icelanders are a part of the larger 
group called Scandinavians, which in 
turn belongs to the still larger group, 
the Teutons or Germanics. "\,Ve are 
well acquainted with the seafaring 
activities of our forefathers. Of course 
they lived on land, yet they were quite 
as much at home on the sea. Their 
land discoveries-Iceland, Greenland 
and Vinland (America)-are an integr�l 
part of our proud heritage. They were 
Vikings. The word Viking is almost 
synonymous with the sea. To this day 
we are sea people. Today Iceland gets 
the larger part of its livelihood from 
the sea. It was no accident that the 
early immigrants from Iceland settled 
on the shores of Lake "\,Vinnipeg in 
;\Ianitoba. The many Icelanders now 
living on the Pacific Coast may have 
chosen that locale because of the favor
able climate, hut they also chose it be
cause of the natural attraction that the 
sea has for all Icelanders. We do not 
feel at home far in :the interior of a 
large continent, for the stormy sea is a

part of our being. The Vikings were 
sea-rovers; they were also sea-lovers. 
A new dimension is added to life when 
we are by the sea or a large body of 
water. 

The Jews on the other hand are 
land people with more than casual 
acquaintance with the desert, belong 
ing to the Semitic group of people 
inhabiting a large part of the Middle 
East. They have never ventured out 
upon the sea. Being land people only, 
they have an awe if not a real fear of 
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the sea. When the Israelites (Hebrews) 
came to the Red Sea, with Pharoah's 
hosts in hot pursuit, they panicked. 
The Vikings under similar circum
stance would have built boats in 
prompt order. The two lakes in Pales
tine were called Seas-the Sea of Gal
ilee and the Dead Sea. The Vikings 
would not have dignified them by 
calling them seas. When the author 
of the last book of the N. T. 
visions "a new heaven and a new 
earth" he adds "And there was no more 
sea." A desirable place to Hebrews but 
not to Icelanders. 

The Bible speaks of the Promised 
Land as "land flowing with milk and 
honey", and so it seemed to the exiles 
having spent 40 years in the Sinai 
peninsula, where life was so destitute 
that even God Himself had to feed 
them, to enable them to survive. Pal
estine is a rocky country. It was an old 
custom to stone people to death-for 
stones were always at hand. There is an 
old legend that tells of God sending 
two angels, each flying with a sack fill
ed with rocks, to scatter over the whole 
earth. When flying over Palestine one 
of the sacks ripped open. Thus the 
the stones which were meant for half 
of the world, fell on Palestine. (One 
wonders if the other sack opened while 
flying over Iceland). At home or 
among the nations of the world, the 
Jews have had to fight hard to exist. 

In Iceland, the Vikings found life 
good at first. They lived off the land. 
The total population was small and 
if the cupboard was bare at times, the 
voung men could always go abroad and 
earn fame and fortune by their 
superior fighting ability and ,the larder 
was full again. Then evil days fell 
upon them, adverse weather, Arctic ice, 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, near 
,tarvation. "Only the strong survive." 

Such hardship as these two nations 
have endured is likely to deepen char
acter and the quality of manhood 
which will show itself and bear fruit 
in time. If "the Northwind made the 
Vikings", then struggle and want has 
made the Icelanders for they have 
truly seen dark and dismal days and 
triumphed. It is not so much what we 
meet in life that matters. It is what 
life meets in us that really counts. 

A by-product of the two nations' 
disastrous adversities is a relentless na
tural selection.* 

For 1900 years and more the Jews 
have roamed the earth, constantly dis
orimin'a:ted against, frequently pers
ecuted, often made ,the scapegoat for 
the evil and the failures of others. 
Adolph Hitler is not the first who 
thought he could eliminate the Jews. 
They live to bury their adversaries, but 
the cost is high. Said a Jewish Rabbi, 
"for every one Jew who survives, a 
hundred must die." 

In a similar way disasters and ad
versities in Iceland have produced 
Darwinian natural selection. There 
have been earthquakes and volcanic 
eruptions causing very heavy losses of 
human, ·animal and plant life. In the 
past Iceland has lost a frightful num

ber of its good men into the sea. For
tunately this is now kept down to a 

* Here the author is using the words "natural
se:cction". in their Darwinian meaning. "Dar
wm considered natural selection, operating 
by means of small fortuitous individual vari
�tions, as_ the most important factor in organ
tc evolut10n" (Webster Int. Diet.). Viewed in 
that light persecution and mass murders, 
·lrownings at sea and deaths through volcanic 
eruptions, may produce those "small fortu
itous individual variations" in the survivors

_which build up compensatory qualities. Put
m another way it may be said that to the 
natural law of "surYival of the fittest'' must 
be added "those who suni\c become the 
more fit".-Ed. 
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relatively small number each year, 
thanks to vastly improved and most 
modern methods and equipment. To
day the ,process may be said to be in 
reverse. A number of young univer
sity graduates migrate to other lands, 
for the home land has its quota of 
medical men, professors in advanced 
studies, etc. This bears a shining wit
ness to the abilitv of the nation. It 
bolsters Ellsworth, Huntington's state
ment where he writes about Iceland, 
"A selected inheritance, when isolated, 
protected, and kept up to the mark by 
further selection, seems to be able to 
persist indefinitely." 

A FEW COMPARISONS 

Both nations are argumentative; both 
wander over the face of the earth; both 
are small nations; both have contribut· 
eel to human progress much out of 
proportion to their number. Both na
tions have a love of books, both have a 
hunger and a deep appreciation for 
education. 

The Jews have almost made educa
tion a fetish, their "golden calf". I once 
attended a Seminar in St. Paul, Min
nesota, for the clergy of that city, spon
sored by the Synagogues there. The 
lecturer was a Rabbi, a professor from 
the Hebrew Union Theological Semin
ary in Cincinnati. During the question 
hour, which followed each lecture, I 
asked this question: "The Jews being 
first cousins of ,the Semitic people in 
the Middle East, such as the Egyp
tians, the Syrians and others, why is it 
the Jews have forged ahead of all these 
and reached the top in so many fields 
of endeavour?" He answered, "You 
'.have ,asked a good question. I have of
ten asked myself that question but 
cannot answer ,it. The best I can do 
in attempting to answer it is to say 
the Jews have always had a very high 

regard for education. Let me give you 
an example. \'\Then a young man, I 
heard a lecture given by a well knmn1 
Jewish scholar. ·when I came home, I 
said something critical about it. My 
father was astonished and chagrined. 
\'\Then he found his tongue he said, 
emphasizing every word, 'My son, he 
is a highly educated man'."* 

Icelanders, too, value education. In 
want and in suffering through ithe 
centuries, they have never lost what 
might be called their birthright, a 
noble curiosity. 

Now let us ask, what is it in the life 
and characteristics of the Jews that has 
enabled them to survive, keep their 
identity, tradition and religion, though 
scattered and homeless? Even to try 
to answer such a question is a difficult 
task. I shall not attempt an all
inclusive answer but merely make a 
few observations i\·hich are at least a 
part of the answer. But let me 
emphasize: the most important is their 
religion. 

The .Jews are a people of boundless 
energy, both of body and mind. They 
are a gifted people, ambitious, stub
born, with an unbelievable drive to 
reach a set goal. This may explain their 
success in business and achievements 
in many fields, but it does not explain 
how they have maintained themselves 
as a people, preserving their rich in
heritance of tradition and religion. 
·what has made this possible is their
religion. According ,to their scripture,
God cl10se them to be His people and
made a Covenant with them to be
,their God and they to be His people.
Thus they have ,the undying conviction
that the One true God chose them; led
chem out of slavery; fought their bat-

* Is it not possible that the compensatory
"fortuitous variations" in the survivors may
be a part of the answer. -Ed.
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tles with them; brought them back 
from exile; and through the faithful 
remnant of Israel He will work his Div
ine purpose on Earth. \Vhen Disraeli 
,ms asked by Queen Victoria for his 
proof of the existence of God, he said, 
"Oh, the .Jews, Your Majesty". 

In brief, they believe ,that God chose 
them; He will work His will through 
them ("salvation is from the .Jews", 
John 4:22); send His :'.\1essiah to them, 
ll'ho will establish God's kingdom of
righteousness; forgive sin; abolish war;
usher in prosperity and eliminate
death forever. Apart from this, Jews
cannot be understood. And ,it follows
as night follows day, that all this de
pends upon God having kept their
blood pure. Inte11marriage with Gent
iles .is strongly discouraged.

Nothing comparable to this is found 
in the history of the Icelandic people. 
In fact we do not have a divine man
date that God is especially our God 
or that His purpose is to be achieved 
through us. One could sincerely wish 
that such was ,the case, for then to us 
nothing would be impossible. This 
may prove to be the greatest obstacle 
to the fulfillment of our dream-to 
preserve our cultural heritage. We, 
here in North Amer.ica, have no hesita
tion about marrying outside our et:hnic 
group. In ,that respect we have retained 
a characteristic of the Vikings of old. 
'They conquered only to be absorbed 
by those they conquered." 

The driving force in the .Jews is their 
religion and it is here they have made 
their greatest contribution and the 
world owes them the most. If they 
were not the first to conceive of One 
God, they have taught the world to 
accept this revolutionary idea. But to 
this there follows a strange corollary. 
Religion has given ,them fortitude in 
all their struggles, but at the same 
time it has set them apart as "peculiar 

people" through which they them
selws have suffered immeasurably. 
Herbert L. "7illett says in his book 
"The Jew Through The Centuries": 
"They haw suffered as the result of 
their abilities as well as their peculiar
ities. If they had been less forceful, ag
gressive, clever and peristent, less loyal 
to their law and their traditions-thev 
might have escaped the odium and the 
oppression which they have encounter
ed." Yes, it has been their religion 
that has been the reinforcing power 
which held them together as one 
people; yet it has made them a prey, 
the very biblical scapegoat of evil men. 
The price of survival has been high. 
So also has the gain for the world been 
great. 

"\'\Then any nation is compared to 
them from the point of view of religion 
the comparison overwhelmingly favon 
the "chosen people". While Iceland 
has produced men of spiritual ,power 
and deep consecration, they cannot 
stand comparison with the men of 
Israel. What nation can? We will spare 
ourselves the hurt of further pursuit 
here. 

If we are right in assuming that it 
has been the ,religion of the Jews that 
has enabled them to survive, what will 
enable the Icelanders to survive outside 
of Iceland? No nation has ever con
tributed as much to progress of the 
human spirit as have the Jews. Yet 
Iceland is a close second. We must re
member that Icelanders number only 
200,000 while Jews count many mil
lions. For this reason Huntington's 
words have a ring of truth in them, 
when he says, "It (Iceland) may almost 
claim that in proportion to its popula
tion its contribution to human progress 
has been greater than that of any other 
region except ancient Greece and 
Palestine." 

-Sveinbjorn S. Olafsson
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The Poetical Works of Taras Shevchenko 

Translated from the Ukrainian by C. H. Andrusyshen and Watson Kirkconnell,

Taras Shevchenko 

The translation of the poetical works 
of Taras Shevchenko is truly a colos
sal task; but it is equa1ly a major con
tribution to •the world of letters. Trans
lations of some of his poems have al
ready appeared: by Dr. A. J. Hunter 
and by Charles A. Manning; casual 
translations by Dr. vVatson Kirkcon
nell; in 1963, about sixty pages in "The 
Ukrainian Poets," by Andrusyshen and 
Kirkconnell. However, as the trans
lators say, "The rnmplete poetical 
works of Shevchenko in Ukrainian, in 
an adequate English rendering, was 
sorely needed." 

A perusal of the whole of his poetical 
works is needed to grasp the universal
ity of his philosophy and to appreciate 
the inspiration and awakening it has 
engendered in the Ukrainian people. 

The adverse conditions under which 
he mostly ·wrote is an essential to the 
Shevchenko cult. His poetry must be 
read and interpreted in the light of 
what years of exile and years of mili
tary confinement must have exacted. 

One of Taras S h e v c h e n k o's 
masterpieces is "The Neophytes," (new 
conwrts to the Christian faith). In 
that poem of only seventeen page,. 
,ITitten 1\·ithin a week, he, in a most 
remarkable way bares his inmost 
thoughts and gives expression to what 
he can see in the future. 

The circumstances under which it 
was composed must be stated. Shev
chenko was on his way back from exile 
in Siberia ancl ·was detained at Nizhni 
Novgorod, (September 1857 to March 
1858) pending instructions from St. 
Petersburg. The poem was, according 
to the translators, "a concentrated out
burst of Shevchenko's pent-up fee.lings 
which the harsh exile and suppressim1 
damped down hut could not extin
guish." 

Shevchenko dared not give direct 
expression to his thoughts or depth 
of feeling. To describe Russia of hi� 
day, paint a picture of Czar Nicholas l. 
relate the suffering of his people, and 
reveal what the final outcome would 
he, he had to resort to apocryphal writ
ing and allegory. He goes back to 
Rome in the days of Nero. Rome is 
Russia, Nero, the Czar, and :the Neo
phytes the Ukrainian people. One can 
tiptoe over some passages. 
In the Prologue: 
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"For some time now, a prisoner I stay Is rotting now in slavery and chains. 
Like some dark thief in exHe hid For you, O suffering one, 110 news 

away.• • • remains 
"I will transport myself to that far time Of where he languishes and pines 
'\Vhen Rome obscene, ·with Nero in 

his prime, 
In filthy orgies neared its sorry end 
And a new day already did ascend .... 

"And fiery-tongued* apostles wandered 
forth 

From land to land, to east, west, south 
and north." 

* (Translators' note: Reference to the
Holy Spiri,t, who upon the first Pente
cost descended upon •the Apostles in 
the form of fiery tongues.) 

The poet's thoughts are transferred 
to Bethlehem: 

"That was the time when over 
Bethlehem 

A star was rising like a diadem, 

The '\'Vorel of holy Truth ancl Love 
arisen." 

And then: 

"Head down, upon a cross, Saint Peter 
died: 

He like his Lord before, hung 
crucified. 

The Neophytes to Syracuse* were 
taken 

In chains to the grim dungeons, 
God-forsaken, 

Dark, subterranean .. \nd ,there your 
son 

A.Icicles,* your mn1 child, your

dearest one. 

(* purely apocryphal.) 

awayl 
You seek him in Siberia,** nay, 

pardon, 
I should say Scythia, that barren 

garden.·· 

The destruction: 

"O ruthless Nero! From those darkened 
regiom 

God's sudden, righteous judgment 
will surprise you.'· 

and 

"From every clime there'll answer to 
the call 

The holy martyrs, children, 

one and all, 
0£ sacred liberty." 

But there is Christian forgiveness: 

"And round your dirty deathbed as 

you die 
They will appear in chains and .. .. 

will forgive you." 

Rome, that is Czarist Russia (and 

the Ukrainian oppressor) suffers a 
slow death: 

"To Rome the galley came .. ·\ week 
passed by ... 

(** An intentional slip of the tongue 

to he! p the reader.) 
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"Xot ·with a just and sacred thunder

bolt 

Shalt thou be slain; but dull blades 

of revolt 

Shall butcher thee or, as for some foul 

dog, 

A club shall batter •thee an epilogue." 

The final curtain in the drama rises: 

", \nd }Iary's suffering Son redeemed 

you there; 

His gospel touched your soul to heal 

and bless; 

And to the public squares and palaces 

Bearing the ·word of Truth, the streets 

you trod 

To praise the veritable, living God.' 

"The Neophytes" merits a place be
side other inspired poetry such a� 
Dante's "Divina Commedia," Milton's 
"Paradise Losit," Bunyan's "Pilgrim's 
Progress", and Petursson's "Passion 
Hymns.'' 

Taras Shevchenko was steeped in the 
historic past and idealized the ancient 
Cossacks. In "The Nights of Taras" 
he says: 

"When I recall thee, native land, 

.\Iy heart is pained with grief! 

\Vhat happened ,to our Cossack realm, 

}ts leaders red of cloak?" 

_\ml in "Ivan Pidkova": 

"They lived as masters-freedom's joy 

And glory were their gain: 

All that has passed, and what is left 

Is grave-mounds on the plain.'' 

Taras Shen:henko's love of libertv 

deepens in exile and confinement: 
(from poem dedicated to "H. Z.") 

'"There is no greater smTm,· than 

recalling 

In dread captivity one's former 

freedom 

, \ncl yet I do indeed remember you, 

:\I y precious liberty. Never before 

Have you appeared to me so fresh and 

youthful, 

So wonderfully lovely as today 

Here in this alien land, in exile too." 

Shevchenko's deep love of land was 
bound to diffuse and find expression 
in specific objects and scenes of that 
love. One is the love of home and 
family: 

"Blessed is he who has a house to 

boast of, 

And in that house a sister and 

a mother! 

So manifold a blessing, it is true, 

Never in all my life have I en joyed, 

And yet I managed somehow to 

survive." (Kos-Aral, 1848) 

Scenic beauty gave joy to Shevchenko 
,vhich he expressed in beautiful lyric 
verse. The secting is bound ,to be rural 
-in Ukraine. "An Evening" is selected,
a beautiful lyric poem of three stanzas
which the translators considered to
be the poet's mmt "pictorial" poem.
The first stanza follows:

"_\ cherry grove beside the cottage 

stands, 

The beetles hum above the cherry

trees, 

. \ml ploughmen homeward plod in 

spent unease, 
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Young women likewise come in singing 

hanch, 

And mothers wait them all, with food 

to please." 

The translators point out that in 
all three "Almost each line evokes a 
vivid picture." 

Learned minds of the "\Vest at times 
indulge in liberal or unorthodox inter
pretations of the Bible. Shevchenko, 
though without formal ,theological 
education, gives his interpretation 0£ 
Joseph, :\Iary and Jesus in ":\Iary" 
(also of seventeen pages). Here again 
he is apocryphal and adopts an allegor
ical approach. 

"ln Joseph's house, a simple servant

maid, 

Mary grew up. (Her holy master's trade 

"\Vas tlnt of carpenter or cooper 

good.)"' 

The poet goes on to depict the An
nunciation as the arrival to l\Iary of 
"The Herald of Glad Tidings." 

He continues: 

"Then l\Iary for that youth her vigil 

keeps, 

And as she waits for him, she sadly 

weeps; 

Her girlish cheeks, her eyes and lips 

grow pale. 

'How you have changed! Your youthful 

beauties fail, 

:\Iary, my precious lily!' Joseph sighed. 

'A change has come upon you, deep 

and ·wide! 

Come, l\Iary, let us marry, I entreat 

(He could say: Lest they stone you in 

the street, 
Yes, slaughter you wihout a single 

qualm.) 

A.nd we shall keep our small oasis'

calm','" 

Later: 

"For everywhere -the holy �[other 

walked, 

Saw her Son's deeds and heard him 

as he talked.'" 

The final scene refers to ,the Apostles: 

"And in the name of Him you brought 
to birth .. 

01 your afflicted Son, to every land 

They carried Truth and Justice, 

hand in hand; 

"\Vhile you, beneath a hedge, in tears 

again. 

Soon died of hunger in ·the grass. 

Amen.'' 

The world is indebted to Anclru
,yshen and Kirkconnell for their toil, 
yet glorious work. 

-W. J. Lindal
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The Doctor Drain Troubles Iceland 

by E. L. CHICANOT 

"Iceland has some of the world's best-built, best equipped hospitals. But the doctor 
shortage is so acute that some may have to close within two years". -So writes E. 
L. Chicanot, Associate Editor of the "Canadian Doctor", a monthly Business Journal
for the Medical Profession published by National Business Publications Ltd. at
Gardenvale, Que. The following are the pertinent parts of an article which ap· 
neared in the June 1964 issue of the "Canadian Doctor" in its "Health Programs" 
features. 

e In Yiew of health programming in Canada and the proposed tying of increases in old age 
pensions to the cost-of-Jiying index the article is Yery timely -Ed. 

The minor but significant part Ice
land has played in Canadian develop
ment sparks an immediate ray of in
terest at mention of :that country's 
name .... 

·while medicine in Iceland may not
impinge greatly on the science of Can
ada, there is a natural interest in its 
history and in the manner of the direc
tion of its services for the benefit of 
the people .... 

One person stands out prominently, 
even when the whole of Scandinavia 
is considered. He was Hrafn Svein
bjarnarson who lived in vVestern Ice
iand from 1170 to 1213. His knowledge 
of surgery may be traced to the I tali an 
school of Salerno. 

First Icelandic Doctor 

Appointed in 1760 

In the late l\Iiddle Ages, and up to 
the middle of the eighteenth century, 
public health was very poor. There 
was no question of actual medical at
tendance, only superstition and prayer. 
Time and again Iceland was ravaged 
by fatal epidemics and in the begin
ning and at the end of the fifteenth 
century by the "black death". Small-

pox raged repeatedly in Iceland and 
in the epidemic of 1707 is said to have 
wiped out about one third of the entire 
population. A few foreign and Ice
landic barber surgeons carried out 
their activities in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries but they never 
practised as a profession. 

The year 1760 marked the beginning 
of a new epoch in Icelandic health hi
story, and from then on the situation 
in this respect gradually improved, 
though at a tardy rate for some time. 
In this year the first medical officer 
was appointed and the first pharmacy 
was established. At the same time the 
first university-trained physician start
ed his activities in Iceland. 

The utterly unsatisfactory situation 
of having only one adequately equip
ped physician for the whole country 
was rapidly driven home and efforts 
were made to gradually add to the 
number. As :this was effected the coun
try was at the same time divided into 
districts, each supervised by one univer
sity trained physician. 

This development was slow, however. 
About 80 years after the first medical 
officer had been appointed the num
ber of university-trained physicians 
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had only increased to eight, serving a 
population of about 60,000. Since that 
time the number of medical districts 
has increased more rapidly until now 
there are 57, serving the present popu
lation of about 175,000. Active phys
icians in the country now number 
about 210. 

The district medical officers look 
after public health, carry out immun-· 
izations, and do other medical and 
surgical work, sometimes major surg
ery. They are paid by the government 
and also receive fees for various ser
vices, but these are low when com
pared with similar fees in other coun
tries. 

Some of the hospitals in Iceland are 
owned and run by the government, and 
others by the districts, only a few be
ing privately owned. A leprosy hospital 
was established in 1898 which has al
most exterminated a disease fairly 
common in Iceland for centuries. The 
first tuberculosis sanitarium was est
ablished in 1910 and an extremely 
prudent Tuberculosis Act was passed 
in 1921 under which tuberculous pa
tients are furnished free stay and treat
ment in hospitals. Today the state of 
health in Iceland is on the whole 
excellent. 

The same cannot be said of the posi
tion of doctors. Failure to earn an ad
equate living is reported as having 
led to the emigration of many Icelandic 
doctors, so that the country is now con
fronted with an acute shortage, to 
such an extent that it was predicted 
that by 1966 it will be impossible to 
maintain the present level of hospital 
service. The president of the Iceland 
Medical Association is reported to 
have stated that doctors in the capital, 
Reykjavik, work 55 to 85 hours a week. 
The maximum earned by general 
practitioners is said to be equal to only 
a little over 200 dollars a month. 

About 25 per cent of all Icelandic 
doctors are practising abroad, mainly 
in Sweden. This is of interest to Can
ada since, from 1933, Canada has made 
several grants to Icelandic doctors 
from public funds (The Canadian Ice
land Scholarship Fund). Icelandic doc
tors have for many years had to go 
abroad for advanced study. Only a few 
of them have been able to afford the 
whole of the cost themselves. Icelandic 
scholarships have been few and woulcl 
not have gone far but for the help of 
other countries. 

Since the period between the wars 
many Icelandic doctors have benefiter! 
from further education in the United 
States and United Kingdom as well a, 
in Canada. In a resolution passed bv 
the :\Iedical Society of Reykjavik it i, 
stated ".the friendly help given by the 
United States, the United Kingdom 
and Canada to Icelandic doctors has 
been of great significance to our na
tional heal.th program and is highly 
appreciated by the medical profession.'_ 

In 1964 a fairly comprehensive Social 
Security Act was passed in Iceland. 
This incorporated schemes which had 
been in force for many years and they 
have since been amended to bring 
them into line with modern conditions. 
In accordance with this legislation 
sickness insurance societies were est
ablished in all parts of the country. 
These societies pay in full for the stay 
in approved hospitals for patient·, 
with acute diseases and for a o-iven 

. 

b 

penod for patients suffering from 
chronic diseases. They also pay the 
main expenses for medicine and the 
treatment outside of the hospital. On

the other hand the government pays 
the hospitals' expenses for pa•tients suf
fering from chronic diseases such as 
mental disease and tuberculosis. 

The first law relating to pensions in 
Iceland goes back as far as 1909, and 
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currently this provision is governed by 
a Lrn· of 195G. It applies to all residents 
of the country aged 16 to 66. Its effect 
i, to provide a pension for insured 
citi1ens at age G7, a couple qualifying 
for double pension if the wife also is 
1,7. 

The imured person pays from 531 
lo 1,000 crowns (krona)=S0.02517 Can
adian) a year, according to marital 
,talus and the size of the localitv, as 
his or her contribution to the fund. 
This covers 33 per cent of the cost. 
The employer pays a flat amount per 
employee, this varying similarly with 
marital status and locality size. Em
ployer contributions cover 15 per cent 
of cost. Subsidies covering 52 per cent 
of cost are provided by the national 
government and the communes. 

Must Be Resident For Insurance 

To receive a pension the insured 
must be resident in the country and a 
citizen of the country unless there is a 
reciprocal agreement in force. The 
pension is reduced by one half of other 
income in excess of pension. 

The pension, after the income test, 
amounts to up to 8,564 crowns a year 
in towns over 2,000 ,population and 
fi,243 crowns in rural areas, the amount 
varying automatically with cost-of
living changes. An aged couple receives 
double the pension reduced by 20 per 
cent. There is a child's supplement of 
·1,392 crowns per year per child in
towns and 3,29,1 crowns in rural areas
There is an increment of seven-and
one-half per cent of pension for each
year the pension is deferred, the max
imum being: 60 per cent.

Invalidity pension, after the same 
income test, amounts to up to 8,564 

crowns a year in towns over 2,000 and 
to 6,423 crowns in rural areas. Up to 
d_ouble these. a:nmmts are paicl to pen
,ioncrs reqmnng special care. There 

is a child's supplement of 4,292 crowns 
a year per child in towns and 3,29·1 
crowns m rural areas. All these 
amounts vary automatically with cost-
of-living: changes. 

The insured may qualify for this 
pension at any age from 16 to 65 if he 
suffers 75 per cent in ,rnrking capac
itv. He must reside in the countrv and 
b� a citizen unless covered by ;_ reci
procal agreement of his own countrv. 
This pension is similarlv reduced bv 
half of other income in �xcess of pen'
sion. 

A 11·idow's temporary pension is 
1,098 crowns a month for three months, 
continued for an additional nine 
months at a reduction of 25 per cent 
if she is caring for a child under 16 
years of age. A widowed mother's pen
sion is 33 per cent, 66 per cent or 100 
per cent of full old age pension if she 
has two, three or four or more child
ren. A widow's permanent pension, 
after income test, is up 1to 8,654 crowns 
a year. A half orphan receives 4,392 
crowns a year per child in towns and 
3,294 in rural areas. A full orphan is 
entitled to 6,588 crowns a year per 
child in towns and 4,941 crowns in 
rural areas. All these amounts vary 
automatically with cost-of-Ii v i  n g 
changes. 

To qualify for temporary widow's 
pension the applicant must be under 
the age of 67, a resident of the coun
try and a citizen unless there is a reci
procal arrangement with her own 
country. For a widowed mother's pen
sion the recipient must be caring for 
two or more children under the age 
of 16, there being no age condition or 
income test. A widow may apply for 
a permanent pension if she is 50 when 
widowed or when her last child reach
ed I Ci. The pension is reduced by half 
of other income in excess of pension. 
.\n orphan must be under age 16 and 
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resident in the country, this benefit 
replacing ordinary family allowances. 

General supervision of this phase of 
the country's social security system is 
in the hands of the Minister of Social 
Affairs. The program is administered 
by the State Social Security Institution 
through local offices, being managed 
by a board elected by parliament and 
a director. Contributions are collected 
by revenue agencies. 

Must Join "Sick Club" 

For the purpose of health insurance 
all residents of Iceland are required 
to become members of a sick club. 
The fund from which benefits are 
paid is somewhat unusual inasmuch as 
the employer makes no contribution 
to it. The insured person pays from 
120 to 540 crowns a year, and in ad
dition about 10 per cent of the con
tributions of the insured person under 
pension insurance is transfered to this 
program. The national government 
and communes pay subsidies to sickness 
clubs equal to about 66 per cent of the 
contributions of the insured persons. 

Cash sickness benefits amount to 
from 21.95 to 27 crowns a day, or 27.45 
to 32.95 crowns for a couple, plus a 
supplement of 5.50 to 6.40 crowns for 
each child. Amounts change auto
matically with cost-of-living changes. 
There is a waiting period of 13 days 
and permanent employees receive 
wages from their employers during this 
period. For the self-employed, where 
business is not dependent on their 
work, the waiting period is five weeks. 
The duration of the benefit is 26 
weeks. The insurance does not pay a 
funeral benefit. 

l\Iedical health insurance benefit, 
consist of general practitioner and 
specialist care, hospitalization, full 
cost of vital medicines and 50 to 75 
per cent of the cost of other essential 

medicines. These services are provided 
by the doctors under contract with the 
sick clubs. 

l\Iaternity benefits in Iceland consist 
of a lump sum of 1,647 crowns. In 
ordinarv cases there is no medical 
benefit., Dependents of insured receive 
the same medical benefits and matern
ity grant as for the insured. 

To secure the cash sickness benefit 
the imurcd must be an employed or 
self-cm ployed worker. .\ married ·wo-

Both the tuberculosis clinic, above, and 
the well-baby clinic, below, are under
staffed. Most new doctors work abroad. 

THE ICEL\�DIC CA�ADL\:'\ 

man 1s eligible only il her husband 
cannot support her. The maternity 
grant goes to eyery mother who is a 
citizen or an alien covered by a reci
procal agreement. It is necessary to be 
a member of a sick club to receive 
medical benefits. 

The l\ I inistry of Social Affairs 
exerci,es general supervision over Ice
land's health and maternity insurance. 
The sick dub, in which membership 
is compulsory, administers the benefit:; 
under the su penision of the district 
clubs and State Social Securitv Imti
tution. 

Family Allowance began 17 year ago 

Iceland has had Family ,\llowanccs 
since l�Hfi, applicable to all citizen, 
and to aliens co\'erecl by reciprocal 
agreements, ·with t1\"0 or more children. 
To sustain the fund for this, resident'i 
contribute 531 to 1,000 crowns a year. 
according to marital status and size of 
community. The aggregate of these 
contributions cover, ,l:l per cent of the 
cost. The employer pays flat ammmh 
per employee, also according to mar
ital status and size or comrnunitv. Thi, 
covers 15 per cent of cost. The n;ttion:d 
government provides subsidies cover
ing 52 per cent of the cost. .\s has been 
previously noted these contribution, 
also finance pension, and maternitv 
grants. 

In tmrns the family allowance 
mounts to 7'.l2 crowns a \Tar for the 
second child, 1,098 crowns for the third 
child, and 2, 1 % crowns for the founh 
and each other child under the age ol 
Hi. In rural areas :"519 crowns is paid 
for the second child, 82-1 crmrns for th-: 
third child, and 1.tiD for the fourth 
ancl each other child bdmr I G. These 
amounts similarly v:try ,rith change, 
m the cost-of-living index. 

Seamen were covered for 1\·ork in
juries' insurance under a law passed 

in 190(1. The fir,, general l,m of this 
nature was passed in 1925, and a l:nv 
of 1956 is currently in force. It applies 
to all employed persom, including 
public employees, share fisherlllen, and 
specified self-emploved seamen. Ex
cluded is non-hazardous casual em

ployment. The employer is the exclus
ive source of funds through compul
sory contributions \l'hich Yan \\'ith the 
risk. There are special contrihutions 
for seamen and chaufleurs. 

Bcncfi b for the worker amount to 
'.Z7 .·l:J cro\\·ns a cl:iY for temporan dis
ability, or 32.9:i crown, for a couple, 
supplemcntecl by li.10 crm1·m a cla\ 
for each of the first three children, the 
a!llounts Yarying with cost-of-living 
changes. The maximum benefit i, ij 
per cent of earnings, and there h a 
11'aiti11g period or SC\'('11 day,. 

Permanent Di ability 
Paid As Fixed Si:rn 

In case., of permanent disabilit\ 
8.:>fil crowm a year is paid for a sin�lc 
insured \\"(Jrker and J'.),702 crmn1s for 
a couple, supplelllentecl In· ·l.39� 
tTG\\'llS a year for each child. For par
lial pcrma:1enl disabili<, a pen�ion is 
paid proportionate to the wage los'; 
for :iO to 7-J per cent disability and a 
lump sum lor F, to 19 per cent disabil
ity .. \II paylllcn'.s Like into comicler
ation changes 111 the rn,t-of-Jiying 
index. 

.·\II iH:n,,sarv 1nedical care is funish
ed ,uch disabled m>rkers, including 
,pcciali•t sen-ice and hospitali1ation. 

There are generous sun·ivo1< ben
d its under this class of inmrance .. \ 
j)(:11,ion of up to 8,5(;.J crowns a year 
is paid to a 11"ic.low or ·widower of over 
00 ye:1rs of age or at leas: 50 per cent 
disabled. the amount ,arying accord
ing to specific age ancl degree of cfo
;1 bi litv. Otherwise a lump sum of about 
t\\·o vc:1r-; pt·usion i, paid. The sum 



The Wonder of Christmas 
Cherished customs are an important part of the t Christmas observance all over the world. D We

wonder of Christmas. The evergreen, it is said, was f wish that this may be for you and your family the

worshipped by Britain's Druids as the conqueror most wonderful Christmas of all. We extend per-

of winter's darkness. Its first recorded use as a dee- sonal season's greetings to each of our friends 

orated Christmas tree came in 1605 in Germany throughout the Province. May Manitoba hold 

• , . and since then a bright tree has become part o,f much for you this Christmas. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to one and all! 

Laba#''l's Man.i#oba Brew-ery Li1n.J'led 
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of 4,392 crowns a year is paid in be
half of each half orphan under 16 and 
6,588 crowns a year for each full 
orphan. A lump sum of about one to 
four years' pension is payable for an 
invalid child over 16 according to the 
degree of support of the insured. 

Contributions for this phase of in
surance are collected by revenue agen
cies at rates assessed by the director of 
taxation on the basis of risk. The State 
Social Security Institution administers 
the program through local offices man
aged by a boanl elected by parliament 
and a director. General supervision is 
under the �fin is try of Social Affairs. 

Iceland, to most of the 1\·orld a re
mote and hard-featured country, one 

of small and scattered population, 
one unable yet to educate its own doc
tors who, qualifying, apparently re
ceive but meagre reward for their 
arduous labors, nevertheless from quite 
early times seems to have maintained 
high ideals of national health. Its sys
tem of social security exhibits a degree 
of originality in conception and oper
ation, compulsorily f u n c t i o n i n g
through small largely autonomous 
bodies. The fact that the nation ranks 
comparatively low internationally in 
number of citizens and economic impor
.tance and influence has in no way de
terred it from planning along progres
sive lines to provide all varied seg
ments of the population with protec
tion against major health contingencies. 

Biennial Meeting of Canada Ethnic Press federation 

A most successful biennial meeting 
of the Canada Ethnic Press Federation 
was held in Toronto, October 23-25 
this fall. There was representation at 
the meeting from Montreal, Toronto, 
\\'innipeg, Edmonton and Vancouver. 
The main speakers were Hon. Rene 
Tremblay and Hon. �Iitchell Sharp 
representing the Government of Can
ada; Hon. John Yaremko and Hon. 
Allan Grossman representing the 
Government of Ontario. Two mem
bers of the Royal Commission on B 
and B 1vere in a panel of four on a 
discussion of bilingualism and bicul
turalism in Canada. 

A number of resolutions were passed 
one of which ,vas that the Federation 

,rnulcl support a Canadian flag recom
mended by a majority of the House of 
Commons. 

Officers elected were: Patron, tlll: 
Governor General of Canada, George 
P. Vanier; Honorary President, Hon.
Rene Tremblay; Founder and Life
Past President, Hon. \V. J. Lindal; Im
mediate Past Pres. Bruno Tenhunen
of Toronto; President, Charles E.
Dojack of Winnipeg; 1st Vice-Pres.
Frank Glogowski of Toronto; 2nd Vice
Pres. Leo J. Lezack of "Winnipeg; Sec.
John H. Syrnick of "Winnipeg; Treas.,
P. V. Havlik of Toronto. There are
six Directors, one from l\Iontreal, three
from Toronto, 1two from \Vinnipeg
and one from Vancouver.
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Lalah Johannson 

On November 10, 196!, Lalah Nellie Dowers Johannson, wife of Consul G. L. Johannson of Win

nipeg, passed to the beyond. The following are excerpts frnm the words of farewell delivered 

by Rev. V. J. Eylands, D.D., at the funeral service in the First Lutheran Church 

the following Friday. 

Somewhere I once saw a statue of 
a woman paging through a book; ·she 
was turning the last page. On the base 
of the statue there was the inscription 
"All that is past is prologue". That is 
the sum and the substance of the 
Christian faith and it is only this faith 
which can sustain us in our sorrows 
and afflictions. While we come here 
with sorrow, sympathy and faith, all 
of which we share with you, members 
of the family, we also come with deep-
felt gratitude to God that Lalah's pro
logue, her life among us, was such as 
we knew it ,to be ..... 

I had occasion to see her and observe 
her demeanor in all kinds of places, 
under widely different circumstances: 
on hospital beds, on speakers plat
forms in elegant banquet halls, in her 
own lovely home, moving among states
men and dignitaries, or speaking to 

ordinary publicans and sinners. She 
was ahvays equally magnanimous, un
affected, a dignified and gracious lady. 
In spite of a severe handicap due to 
deteriorating health in the later years 
she held her own in any society and 
never lost her poise or dignity. 

i\.lthough of non-Icelandic extrac
<tion-she was of Irish and French 
origin, Lalah embraced the national 
spirit and the traditions of Iceland to 
such a degree that the President of Ice
land once referred to her as "the 
adopted daughter of Iceland." And 
such she was, in spirit and in truth .... 

All that is past is but a prologue. 
\Ve thank God who giveth us all things 
good and beautiful. '\Ve thank Goel 
for the life ,that has been lived among 
us, for the services which have been 
rendered, and for the faith which 
sustains us. 

Courtesy of Dr. V. J. Eylands 
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Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson in Edmonton 

"They Broke the Isolation" is the 
significant heading of a report made 
bY a Saskatoon writer, l\Irs. Florence 
E'. Pratt, who attended the banquet 
held in Edmonton, Al,ta., on A_ugust 7, 
in honour of the Prime :\Iinister of 
lceland, Bjarni Benediktsson, his wife 

fri'i Sigri6ur Bj6rnsd6ttir, and their 
son. :\frs. Pratt is reporting on her im
prcs;,ions of the three ancl quotes £om 
the address delivered by the Prime 
:\Iinister. Lack of space prevents publi
cation of the whole report. -Editor 

They Broke the Isolation 

Icelanders who had come to Canada had broken the isolation of Iceland. 
"You wrote and you came home to open windows to the big, modern, growing 
world beyond our shores", Prime Minister Bjarni Benediktsson of Iceland told 
a dinner audience of the Edmonton Icelandic Society during his visit to Edmon
ton. 

He marvelled that Icelandic immigrants had continued to use their native 
language so long, but "the language spoken is not of prime importance. It is what 
you think and say which matters" he emphasized. Icelanders who had come to 
Canada had quickly won recognition of their abilities and had shown "we could 
he as quick to do the world's work as anyone. Those of you who left your home
land and came to Canada have really been a blessing to us at home. You have 
strengthened our will .to survive and for independence. I am very optimistic about 
the future of my country," he said. 

The traditions of their forefathers and love of the homeland would continue 
to affect what they thought and said. He hoped Icelandic Canadians would al
ways value the traditions and cherish the ,ties of home, but it was even more im
portant that they become "good and loyal citizens of this great country," while 
continuing to be good and loyal friends of Iceland. "I shall try to let my people 
understand this when I return home", he told his attentiye audience. 

:\Jore than his words, however, the personality of the Prime Minister im
pressed those who met him. His shock of smoothly brushed white hair above :1 

square jaw and sturdy Viking's body was a fitting frame for straight forward, 
penetrating blue eyes which seemed to sweep a room, separating at a glance, the 
,vhole grain from the chaff. The saga of his remarks on his Canadian tour from 
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A candid camera shot of Prime Minister Benediktsson 

Winnipeg to Vancouver gained weight because of the personality of the man, 
his wife and son, -which effortlessly dominated every gathering. 

The premier left behind him an impression of a man, eage1: to he f�,i�ndly. 
to reach out a hand and touch the world, while at the same time retammg a 
firm grip on the economic and social problems of the small island at whose 
political helm he was captain. . l\Irs. Benediktsson had the finely chiselled blonde beauty of her Scandi
navian forbears. She was at once both the gracious lady befitting her station and 
the mother and husfru. . . . . 

Son Bjarni, eldest of a family of three, (he had two younger sisters at home) 
was a slender youth of 20. \Vith Iceland situated as it was at the crossroads of 
the world, students there early began the study of foreign languages, he explain
ed. He himself spoke seven fluently and also read Latin. He would begin the 
study of law at the University in Reykjavik in the fall. Like that of the public 
and high schools, university education in Iceland was available to all who would 
study and could qualify, he said. An ,increasing number of students do ..... 

The following day the prime minister and party were driven to RedDeer 
where they were luncheon guests of the city, going later to Markerv.ille. There 
the prime minister laid a wreathe on the grave of Iceland's favorite Canadian 
poet, Stephan G. Stephansson, who died ,there in 1927. 

From Markerville, the prime minister and party continued their 
tour to Ban££, Vancouver and points in ,the U.S.A. Florence E. Pratt 
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Kate J3ea'injon Cattet 
by CLARA STEELE 

personal secretary to Kate B. Carter 

for fifteen years. 

Kate B. Carter was born of humble 
parentage in the town of Spanish 
Fork, Utah county, Utah, July 30, 
l 892. She was christened Catherine
Vig<lis for one of her mother's foster
sisters and her great-aunt, who was a
midwife when she was born. "\Vhile
she possessed few of the luxuries of
life, she was reared in a home filled
with love. Her father, Finnbogi
Bjornson (Bearnson) was born in Ice
land, Februarv 15, 1855, one of a large
family. He did not come to Utah asc a
convert to Mormonism, but to visit his
aunt, Vigdis Bjornson Holt, who had
accepted the principles of the Church
of Jesus Ghrist of Latter-day Saints in
her native land and was now a doctor
having received her medical education
in Copenhagen, Denmark. Mr. Bearn
son was a great student of history and
spent his leisure time reading and
studying good books. He was one of
the first seven Republicans in Spanish
Fork and continued through his life
to take an active interest in political
and civic affairs in the various towns
in which he lived.

::\[rs. Carter's mother was born in 
Denmark, the first child of Christian 
and Sophia Jenson. This family JOll1-

ed the Latter-day Saints Church soon 

after the gospel was introduced into 
Denmark. In the fulfillment of a death
bed promise made by her father to her 
mother in 1860 the child, Mary, was 
given into the care of the grandmother, 
Christiana Pederson, and, in 1866, they 
started the long journey to Utah. On 
the way the grandmother died and 
the child was left to be taken care of 
by friends. She arrived in Utah Oc
tober 8, 1866, where she signed a note 
to the Perpetual Emigrating Fund foT 
sixty dollars with interest at 10 per 
cent per annum which she paid in 
full before her marriage in 1878. 
(Note on file in Pioneer Memorial 
\Iuseum). 

Throughout her life Mary remained 
faithful to the Church and taught her 
childen its principles. Both parents 
encouraged their children to attend 
�chool regularly and to read the best 
books obtainable which they placed in 
their hands as often as their limited 
means ,rould allow. l\frs. Carter says 
of her early childhood that her father 
taught her the history of nearly every 
nation; told her stories from the sagas 
er Iceland and had her repeat night 
after night the lessons of the day. Thus 
fired, i\'ith an appreciation of history 
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as a cultural and directive force in 
human affairs, she later became the 
leader of the most extensive historical 
project ever undertaken in Utah. 

At the age of six she began her edu
cation in the public school of Scofield, 
a little mining town in Carbon coun
ty. Two years later the family moved 
to a small community in Skull Valley 
where ::\fr. Bearnson was employed by 
a mining company. There ·were only 
a few children in the neighborhood, 
but a small school house was erected 
and a private teacher hired. Mrs. Car
ter attended this school for three 
years; then her mother felt that the 
children were not getting adequate 
training and moved the family to 
their former home in Spanish Fork. 
\Irs. Carter graduated from the Public 
School and High School in that city 
and then came to Salt Lake City where 
she graduated from Henager's Busi
ness College. "\'\7hile attending school 
she worked for her board and room 
and during the summer months earned 
enough money to pay her tuition by 
working in a cannery. At differen·t 
periods in her life she has taken 
courses in the Brigham Young Univer· 
sity at Provo, Utah, and the Univer
sity of Utah in Salt Lake City. She has 
written many short stories, pageants 
and historical sketches which have ap
peared in church and other publi
cations. She also has written and direct
ed road shows, helped compile coun
ty, town and ward histories, receiving 
honorable mention for services render
ed. 

Thoughout the years of her child
hood and young girlhood, Mrs. Carter 
served in every auxiliary of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
At the age of fourteen she taught a 
group of Sunday School children. Two 
years later she was called by those in 
authority to teach girls of her own age 

in the Mutual Improvement Associ
ation which lead to her appointment 
to the Nebo Stake Young Ladies 
l\:I ut u a 1 Improvement Association 
Board. Her special work was to pre
pare the outlines and to present at 
their Union Meetings the lessons for 
all ,the wards to follow. It was at this 
particular time that Mrs. Carter, with 
her partner, won fifty-two debating 
contests for ·which she had done a great 
deal of research. She claims that this 
intensive study gave her the incentive 
to continue in this line of work. Al
ways there were those who helped. 
First, her mother ,vho urged her to 
seek knowledge and to grasp opportun
ity; Bishop Robert McKell who 
promised her great blessings if she 
would continue to teach, and President 
Jonathan Page of Nebo Stake, who, 
by his words of encouragement, chal
lenged her to do her best. 

Although Mrs. Carter served as a 
member of the Nebo and Palmyra 
Stake Relief Society Boards and later 
as counselor and president of the Salt 
Lake City Second "\Varel Relief Societv 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latte;
day Saints for thirteen years, she re
gardec� her work as a teacher as being 
most important. For many years she 
�aught a large genealogical class, hop
mg to instill within the hearts of its 
members a desire to do research woTk. 

On June 14, 1917, she was married 
to Austin Carter in the Salt Lake 
Temple. (:Mr. Carter died in June 
1962). _They m�de their home for many
y_ears m �parnsh Fork where they re
sided until 1926, when they moved to 
Salt Lake City. Three children were 
born to them, Boyer Austin, Paul 
Bearnson and Kathrvn Marie 
Throughout her busv life she ha� 
maintained a wholeso'me family life. 
Her three children graduated from 
High School and attended the Univer-
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sity of Utah where Paul received his 
Ph.D. in 1955. The Carter home has al
ways been open to anyone seeking help 
with various personal problems. Dur
ing the time l\Irs. Carter was president 
of the Second ·ward Relief Society the 
depression ,vas at its height. There 
were many times when as many as one 
hundred families came to their home 
seeking material aid-none were ever 
turned away. She claims this was per
haps the most soul-satisfying period of 
her life. 

Kate B. Carter was a charter mem
ber of the Daughters of Utah Pioneers' 
organization in Spanish Fork. She be
came affiliated ,dth Camp No. 2 in 
Salt Lake City and soon became an of
ficer in the organization. Realizing 
that people cannot be fully informed 
unless they have a thorough know
ledge of the achievements, successes 
and failures of their forebears, she 
began researching into the records of 
the ,pioneers of Utah. In 1930 she was 
asked to prepare the first outline of 
lessons for the Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers. At that time the organiz
ation could not afford typewritten 
copies. She, her friends and children 
typed them; later they were mimeo
graphed and sold to various groups. 
Then came the 8-16-32 page pamphlets. 
Year by year she searched the pioneer 
records, read diaries, traveled thou
sands of miles to visit the living 
pioneers or to hear the stories of those 
who knew them. Each year, for thirty
one years, she has written, edited and 
compiled nine historical pamphlets 
which are used as lesson work for over 
thirty thousand women organized into 
camps throughout the United States 
and Hawaii. These pamphlets are 
sought by colleges, high schools, grade 
schools, churches, libraries, and indi
viduals. They deal with definite 
pioneer subjects and local, church and 

state historians acclaim them as an 
anrn·er to hard questions concerning 
Utah history. l\Irs. Carter has on file 
thousands of letters lauding her work 
as outstanding among local historians. 

Twelve Volumes of Heart Throbs
of the West, six volumes of Treasures
of Pioneer History and seven volumes 
of Pioneer Heritage have been publish· 
eel thus far. During the years it has 
been her aim to publish the story of 
tll"o thousand pioneers in each volume, 
which would give vital information 
concerning his or her contribution to
ward the building of this western com
monwealth. l\Iany other pamphlets 
and booklets such as The Pony Ex
prc,s, "\Vives and Daughters of Brig
ham Young, The l\Iormon Battalion, 
Chase l\fill, l\Iormondom's First vVo
man l\fissionarv, Utah in Picture and 
Story, The l\Io�mons-Their "\Vestward 
Trek, numerous diaries and journals; 
in fact, over 400 historical pamphlets 
have been published. Some of her pam
phlets and books have had three or 
four editions printed, altogether thou
sands and thousands of books have 
been sold and the proceeds have gone 
into the erection of the Pioneer Mem
orial l\Iuseum, and, since 1950, have 
provided the main source of income 
or revenue towards its maintenance. 

In 1946 Mrs. Carter asked the 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers in the 
various counties to compile and pub
lish their own locality histories. She 
gave freely of her time and efforts in 
aiding this important project. To date 
twenty-three locality histories in hook 
form have been published. For this 
work l\Irs. Carter received no monetary 
remuneration but she has received 
ample compensation in personal satis
faction. 

During this time of compiling and 
editing materials there has seldom 
been a week pass that Mrs. Carter has 
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not appeared before schools, clubs, 
both men's and women's groups and 
other organizations, telling them the 
,tory of Utah through its history. She 
]us been active in helping High School 
,tmlents to find needed material for 
essays, themes, etc., and at times ap
pears before these groups explaining 
to them the how's and ·where's of re
search work. She has helped scores of 
students seeking their master's and 
doctor's degrees in locating the right 
materials upon which to build their 
theses. She has also been instrumental 
in the erection of many educational 
exhibits, not only in the State of Utah. 
but in other places in western Unitecl 
States. 

Two important educational projects 
have been notable in her achieve
ments: The placing of 264 historic 
markers throughout the west and, in 
fact, in many other states in the Union. 
During tthe past .thirty two years she 
has appeared before hundreds of 
groups telling the story of the Utah 
State flag and her interpretation has 
been accepted by state and historical 
associations of Utah. Thousands of 
copies of her story on this subject have 
been distributed throughout the 
lTnited States. 

For many years l\Irs. Carter has been 
a member of the American Association 
!or the Preservation of State and Local
History, and in 1955 received their an
nual Award of ::VIerit, given in recogn
ition of her work in the preservation
of pioneer history and the erection of
the Pioneer \Iemorial Museum. She
has attended for many years the "\Ves
tern Folklore Conference, and, in
EJ.17, represented Utah at their con
rcrence. Her subject at this time wa,
"Ctah's Traditions''. Because of her
knowledge of history, she has been
called to �ervc on different commis
,ions, such as the Pony Express Com-

mission. Her sixty page pamphlet on 
this subject was reprinted and 10,000 
copies distributed by that commission 
named by former Gov. J. Bracken Lee. 
In 1960, a large booklet dealing with 
the part Utah played in the Pony Ex
press was published and accepted bv 
the Pony Express Commission as its 
Utah Centennial book. Mrs. Carter 
was also a member of the group 
named bv former Governor Herbert B. 
\Iaw to, plan the rebuilding of the 
Henefer Road over Big Mountain 
over which the pioneers traveled into 
the valley in I 847. 

During the first "\Vorld vVar Mrs. 
Carter served as chairman of the Red 
Cross in Spanish Fork, but it was dur
ing the Second "\Vorld vVar that she 
became an energetic worker. Both of 
her sons, her son-in-law and daughter
in-law were in the armed service. Mrs. 
Carter was one of the committee of 
seven named by Governor Maw :to the 
State Division of the National War 
Salvage Board. This committee was on 
the State Advisory Group of Minute 
·women. In this capacity she :traveled
throughout the state organizing the
women in the Daughters of Utah
Pioneers' camps and counties, over
which she was then .president, into
groups to participate in salvaging
needed war materials. For this work
she received a pesonal Certificate of
Recognition from the "\Var Production
Board in 1942-1943. In 1945 she re
ceived an Award of Merit for work as
a Minute vVoman and also an award
as a member of .the Bushnell Recre
ational Fund Committee and a special
citation and medal from the National
War Salvage Board.

For twenty years \frs. Carter has 
been co-president of Days of '47, the 
organization which commemorates the 
arrival in L'tah of the pioneers, July 



42 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Winter 1%{ 

24, 1847. Not only does she ,preside 
but she takes an active part on every 
committee-concerts, parades, rodeos, 
pioneer luncheons and every activity 
in these groups receives her personal 
attention, for she realizes that people 
remember things longer if they can 
be seen. She does the research for the 
historical section of the parade and 
has planned many of the floats. These 
parades have received national recogn
ition. Last year she furnished the sub· 
ject material for the children's parade 
which was pictured in Life ·Magazine. 
She also furnished historical material 
for the pageants and other programs. 

Another important project has been 
the keeping of records of 80,000 pion
eers who came to Utah from 1847 to 
;\lay JO, 1869 when the railroads of 
the east and west joined at Promon
tory point. Six thousand pioneers died 
while crossing the plains. These with 
the records of those who completed 
the trek are recorded in a Master Index 
file. Each year the remaining few or
iginal pioneers are honored at a lun
cheon on the 24th of July. 

During Utah's Centennial year. 
;\frs. Carter served on the Art and 
History sections. As a member of the 
Arts Committee she had charge of a 
state-wide contest which was held first 
in the towns; then in the counties and 
then in the final choosing of a Queen 
to reign over the Days of '47 celebra
tions. It ,ms she who presented the 
Queen to President David 0. l\fcKay, 
President of the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints and to the chair
man of the Centennial celebration. 
\Vith a firm belief that the Queen 
must represent the ideals and culture 
of early Utah, each year she has care
fully chosen the Queen's Committee 
charging them with the responsibility 
of putting oYer a contest in which any 
girl selected by the judges would be 

truly representaJtive of her pioneer 
heritage. To i\frs. Carter belongs much 
of the credit for putting these event, 
upon a high cultural level. 

As a member of the History Com
mittee she was appointed to write and 
compile the bibliography of Utah writ
ings and history of which 50,000 copie, 
were published and sent throughout 
the United States. This she also dill 
without remuneration but for this edu
cational service she received a special 
award from the Centennial Commi,
sion. She was active on the Utah Cen
tennial Exposition Committee and re
ceived an award for meritorious ser
nce. 

In 1 !M 1 i\frs. Carter ,1·as elected 
president of the Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers. She has successfully led thi, 
organization to greater heights until 
it has become known as the mo,t 
powerful woman's history-gatherin� 
organization in America. Throughout 
the years she has visited every county 
and many of the camps all over the 
United States which comprise the 
organization. She knows her work wel\ 
tor she has been camp captain, chai\ 
man of the lesson work, vice-president 
of Salt Lake County and Yice-president 
of the Central Company of Daughters 
of Utah Pioneers. Through her effort� 
thousands of pioneer histories have 
been read, filed and published. She 
has instituted within the organization 
folklore conferences which have been 
held in connection with the national 
conventions of the Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers. Pioneer singing and dancing 
groups have been organized under her 
leadership. She has been instrumental 
in having many of the camps and 
counties either build relic halls or 
renovate old landmarks to be used for 
this purpose. But probably her great
est achievement is the erection of the 
Pioneer \Iemorial \f useum located at 
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the head of l\fain Street in Salt Lah 
City, Utah. 

In 1950 this beautiful biulding was 
dedicated, the dream of half a century 
brought to fulfillment under her con
vincing leadership. Despite the nature 
and strength of the opposition to the 
erection of the building, the litigation 
and financial barriers athwart her 
path, undaunted and with complete 
trust and confidence in the support 
and loyalty of the Daughters, she 
pressed the cause of the building to a 
favorable conclusion. It was the money 
realized from the sale of Heart Throbs

of the West which made the building 
possible and the dream of the Daugh
ters a reality. Hers was the basic plan 
used by the architect in designing the 
building; hers was the selection of ma
terials; hers the suggestion of adorn
ment and fine finishing. The result is a 
source of pride to every citizen of Utah; 
to every descendant; to every admire:· 

of a pioneer. The :Museum has become 
a repository for cherished relics. 
Through the confidence of the people 
in its leadership, large collections of 
precious heirlooms have been returned 
to Utah from many states. For instance, 
Mrs. Carter was able to secure for the 
Museum the Rockwell collection 
housed in Nevada and valued at 
$10,000. The thousands of tourists who 
visit the Museum annually declare it 
to be one of the most beautiful in Am
erica. This Museum will always stand 
as a monument :to Kate B. Carter. 

In 1953 the Soroptomist Club pre
sented Mrs. Carter's name for the Mary 
\Iargaret McBride Award sponsored 
by a national broadcasting association. 
In the national screening of women 
she was chosen from four hundred 
candidates proposed by national organ
izations. The nation was divided into 
four sections and the award was given 
for contribution in preserving the 
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democratic way of life by work in her 
m\-n community. 

In 1955 Mrs. Carter was awarded the 
Icelandic Order of the Falcon with a 
citation given to her because of her 
history of the Scandinavian people who 
came to Utah. The award was present
ed ,to her on the occasion of the Cen
tennial Celebration held June 17, 1955.

In August, 1955, the American As
sociation for State and Local Histon· 
awarded Mrs. Carter a Certificate o'f 
i\ferit for distinctive contributions to 
history. 

On May 7, 1960, she was elected to 
an honorary life membership in the 
Utah State Historical Society for dis
inguished service to Utah. She was the 
only woman, with five men, 1to receive 
this honor. 

This resume of i\frs. Carter's activ
ities does not cover in full the many 
projects concerning the preservation 
of history and landmarks with which 
she is so deeply concerned. She is a 
dedicated woman, believing firmly 
that the pioneer history of Utah and 
its people must not be forgotten, but 
made to live in the hearts of their 
descendants, their children and their 
children's children. May her work go 
on for many years is the wish of all 
who are in any way associated with her 
and her work. Mrs. Carter is still pres
ident of the Daughters of Utah 
Pioneers and co-president of the Days 
of '4 7, 1964. 

L11Elr us SJIING (O>Ulr _____ , 

For the_ Peace and Plenty which we enjoy in our land,
let us smg out. 
The state of Peace which pervades Canada is a 
condition whioh justifies a contented mind. 
The abundance with ,which Canada is blessed results 
from the skill and energy of her ,people. 
Peace _and Plenty . are only possible when men of
goodwill bend their hearts and minds to the 
task. In a country so richly endowed as Canada 
this is a constant challenge and it should be our 
immovable goal. 

CANADIAN WHEAT POOLS 
WINNIPEG MANITOBA 

Alberta Wheat Pool Manitoba Pool Elevators Saskatchewan Wheat Pool 
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A Distinguished Ukrainian Canadian 

Visits Iceland 

Professor J. B. Rudnyckyj 

On his route to Europe in the sum
mer of 1964 Professor J. B. Rudnyckyj, 
head of the Department of Slavic 
Studies at the University of Manitoba 
and President of the Ukrainian Free 
Academy of Sciences-UVAN of Can
ada, Inc. stopped off in Reykjavik, 
Iceland. As far as is known he is the 
first Ukrainian-Canadian man of let
ters to visit Iceland. 

In Reykjavik Professor Rudnyckyj 
paid an official visit to the National 
Library of Iceland where he was rece
ived by the then N <l!tional Librarian, 
Dr. Finnur Sigmundsson, Dr. Stein
grimur J. Thorsteinsson and others. 
He presented the Library with some 
recent publications of the Ukainian 

Free Academy of Sciences. He also 
brought to Iceland -the first Ukrainian 
study of the Icelandic people "'Islan
di ja islandci" written by the late Pro
fessor 0. Brodovskyj of Prague and 
published in Ukrainian in Czechoslo
vakia in 1932. The study wil-1 be micro
filmed for documentation purposes in 
the Library. 

While in Reykjavik Professor Rud
nyckyj paid a visit to the University 
of Iceland. He was received by Hreinn 
Benecliktsson, Chairman of the Faculty 
of Philosophy. In the evening of Aug
ust 17, a reception in honour of Pro
fessor Rudnyckyj was held at Hotel 
Saga, Dr. Benediktsson being the host. 
Among other scholars •the Professor 
met an old friend Professor Sveinn 
Bergsveinsson of Humbolt University 
in Berlin, who was also visiting Ice
land for study purposes. Some recen� 
publications in linguistics were pre
sented to Professor Rudnyckyj as a 
token of rememberance of Iceland. 

On August 18 Professor Rudnyckyj 
left Reykjavik by Loftlei5ir. 

Dr. J aroslav Bohdan Rudnyckyj was 
born in vVestern Ukraine (then part 
of Poland) in 1910. He studied at the 
University of LVIV from 1929 to 1937, 
specializing in Slavic philosophy. He 
received his M.A. in 1934 and Doctor 
of Philosophy degree ju 1937. He con
tinued studies in Berlin, :Munich, 
Rome and Paris. Professor Ruclnyckyj 
migrated to Canada in 1949 and in 
September of that year accepted the 
position of Assistant Professor and 
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Chairman of the Department of Slavic 
Studies at the University of Manitoba. 
Two years ,later he became Professor 
and Head of the Department. 

Professor Rudnyckyj is an active 
member in numerous learned associ
ations: the Academie Interationale des 
Sciences et des Lettres of Paris, France, 
the Canadian Linguistic Association, 
(President 1958-60) 1the Modern Lan
guage Association of America, and 
others. He is the editor of many series 
of publications, such as Onomastica 
(20 issues) Slavistica, (40 publications), 

UVAN Chronicle (18 puiblications) 
and others. 

Prof. Rudnyckyj has panticipated in 
many world congresses of learning, e.g. 
The Second International Congress of 
Slavists (Warsaw, 1934), International 
Congress of Onomastics in Paris, Up
sala, Munich and elsewhere. He has 
done extensive translating of Slavic 
and English ,Hterature into Ukrainian. 
He is a member of the Royal Commis
sion on Bilingualism and Biculturalism 
in Canada. 

-W. J. L.
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VIEWS OF CONFEDERATION 
by Richard Daignault 

The following is one of a series of 
articles on Confederation which have 
appeared in Canadian Scene, an organ
ization ,with headquarters in Toronto 
devoted to the task of writing short 
and timely artioles on phases of Can
adian history with emphasis on the 
present scene. The editor is Ruth 
Gordon of Toronto. 

* 

From the Treaty of Versailles in 
1763, by which Canada became a Bri
tish Colony, to the establishment of 
Canadian Confederation in 1867, 
guaranteeing Quebec a large degree of 
self-government in its own internal af
fairs, is a short span of 104 years. 
There were only 65,000 Frendlmen in 
America in 1763, but they had grown 
to close .to 1,000,000 by 1867. How 
did this group of French-speaking 
people, surrounded by a fast-growing 
English-speaking society, manage to 
salvage not only its language and its 
religion but also its institutions, its 
civil laws, its system of education, the 
organization of the parish, and even 
its professions? Above all, how did it 
manage ,to obtain an important meas
ure of political control? The hard 
core of French Quebec's successful sur
vival was fierce pride in its traditions. 
If one considers the miracle of the 
survival of French-speaking Acadians 
in the Maritime Provinces, in spite of 
the cruel fate which history inflicted 
upon them, one might readily conclude 
that the unbending character of the 
French settler was the essential guaran
tee of his survival. But history is 
tricky. Quebec was to benefit from its 
quirks. 

The course of history, in 1763, was 
only 12 years away from the cataclysm 
of violent revolution in the United 
States, and 26 years a�vay from a deep
er upheaval in France; the world was 
on the brink of an era of social revol
ution. Quebec found itself removed 
from uhis change, not in the sense uhat 
it was as a moth in a cocoon, but it 
was in the shelter of an English colony 
loyal to the �nstitutions of monarchy. 
I.t had no real leaders other than its
clergy, royalist by tradition and French
by culture. They advocated a French
policy that would safeguard religion,
language and traditional institutions.
While the clergy fought every attempt
by the new government to assimilate
the French, it urged Quebecers to fight
in defense of the British Crown;
French-Canadians helped repel the
American invasion of Canada during
uhe American revolution, and perform
ed similarly during the War of 1812
between the United States and Can
ada. Meanwhile, the English author
ities accorded Quebec the right to
write a French Civil Code of its own
and elect members to the legislature.
But soon, in Upper and Lower Can
ada, voices were raised against excess
ive privileges of the English Crown.
Greater control over spending of pub
lic funds was the demand in both Eng
lish and French Canada. This talk was
repressed by the authorities and the
movement for more democratic govern
ment took on the aspect of a rebellion.
In Quebec, the leader of the fight for
complete parliamentary control of
public funds by the elected deputies
·was Louis-Joseph Papineau whose re
publican ideas fired the imagination
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of his followers. Finally, armed con
flict broke out in Upper and Lower 
Canada, but it was quickly and brutal
ly crushed. However, in 1841, a new 
constitution made it possible for the 
cabinet members to be chosen from 
among the elected representatives. In 
1848, the parliament of a united Can
ada saw the majority Reformist party 
called to form a government. The 
principle of responsible government 
was granted in 1849 and indemnities 
were voted to the victims of the 1837 
rebellion. Lord Elgin, Governor-Gen
eral of Canada, gave his assent to the 
indemnities legislation over the ob
jection of royalists who felt the Can
adian parliament's action should be 
subject to Royal assent in England. 
The outbreak of the American Civil 
'War in 1861, and the attacks on Can
adian soil by bands of Fenians (Irish 
revolutionists) operating from the 
United States, were a background for 
mounting talks of setting up a Con
federation of English colonies in Can
ada. A constitution was drafted by Eng
lish and French speaking represent
atives, submitted to the British Parli
ament, and adopted under the title of 
the British North America Act. 

Quebec accepted Confederation but 
saw in it essentially a decentralized 
form of federalism. On the other hand, 
,the federal authorities, led by Sir John 
A MacDonald, maintained that the ef
fect of the Act was to place the prov
inces ,in a position of satellites of the 
central government. 

Writing in the Canadian Bar Re
view's complete issue of "Nationhood 
and the Constitution" (1951), Louis-

Philippe Pigeon, prominent Quebec 
lawyer, quotes the .Judicial Committee 
of the Imperial Privy Council in sup
port of the Quebec view. Rendering a 
decision in a case involving the feder
al authorities and .the government of 
New Brunswick, the Imperial Court of 
final resort wrote: "The Federal gm·
ernment maintained that the effect 
of the BNA Act has been to sever all 
connections between the Crown and 
the provinces and to make the govern
ment of the Dominion the only gm·
ernment of Her ::\fajesty in North Am
erica; and ,to reduce the provinces to 
the rank of independent municipal 
institutions. For these propositions ... 
their Lordships have been unable to 
find either principle or authority ... 
and a Lieutenant-Governor is as much 
the representative of Her :Majesty for 
all purposes of provincial government 
as the Govenor-General himself is for 
all purposes of Dominion govern
ment." 

l\fr. Pigeon concludes his article 
with this observation: "A great volume 
of criticism has been heaped upon the 
Privy Council and the Supreme Court 
on the ground that their decisions rest 
on a narrow and technical construction 
of the BNA Act. This contention is ill
founded. They recognize the implicit 
fluidity of any constitution by allow
ing for emergencies ... they staunch
ly refuse to let our federal governmem 

be changed gradually, by one device or 

another, to a legislative union. In do

ing so, they are preserving the essential 

condition of the Canadian Confeder

ation." 
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Graduates, Scholarship and Award Winners 

A Graduate and Three Undergraduates in One Family 

JAMES DUNCAN CHARLES DENNIS MARJORIE MAY FREDERICK DEAN 

The above are children of Mr. and 
l\Irs. Thorsteinn Andres Anderson of 
Libau in Manitoba. 

James Duncan has taught school for 
two years and is now taking 2nd year 
.\rts alt the University of Manitoba. 

Charles Dennis gradua,ted from 

Brandon College in April, 1964 with 

a Bachelor of Science degree and 1s 

now with Canadian Industries in 

Hamilton, Ont. 

Marjorie May 1s m 2nd year Arts 

at United College. In Grade XI she 

was awarded a Governor-General Med

al and this fall was awarded a Canada-

Governor-General's Medal. In May he 

was chosen to go to Ottawa on a Rotary 

Club sponsored "Adventures in Cit

izenship". This fall he was given a 

Lord Selkirk bursary and awarded 

three scholarships-a total of $1075.00. 

He is enrolled in the faculty of Com

merce at the University of Manitoba. 

There are four older children in 

the Anderson family: Bryce, manager 

of the Agnew Surpass Shoe store in 

Regina; Gary, regional salesman with 

Crane Plumbing Supplies; Louise, who 

taught school for 9 years, is married 

and lives in Fort \Villiam; and Sylvia, 

also a former school •teacher, married 
lceland Foundation scholarship. and lives in \1/innipeg. 

Frederick Dean completed Grade The father, Thorsteinn A. Anderson 

XII last �pring ancl ,vas awarded a rum a mink ranch near Libau, Man. 
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A MERITED TRIBUTE 

to the Canada Press Club 

(See Autumn 1964 issue of this magazine, page 55) 

The Motto of the Canada Press Club of Winnipeg, since it came into existence 

22 years ago, has be€n "Unity with Diversity". The Club comprises 20 

publications of which The Icelandic Canadian is one. 

Recognizing that the Canada Press Club is preforming a service of ,inestim

able value to Canada, the following public spirited individuals and business 

concerns are pleased to endorse, and to encourage the furtherance of !this 

worthwhile group effort. They do so by sponsoring the above messaige and 

the message contained in the Autumn ,issue. Corresponding messages are 

appearing in the other Winnipeg ethnic publications. 

R. H. G. BONNYCASTLE IMPERIAL ROADWAYS 

DICKSON MOTORS LTD. LTD. 

GREAT WEST LIFE 

ASSURANCE CO. 

MAYOR STEPHEN JUBA 

MONARCH LIFE 

ASSURANCE CO. 

K. A. POWELL (Canada) 

LTD. 

HARRY SILVERBERG 

SAAN STORES LTD. 

Sam Cohen, president 

T. EATON CO. CANADA

LTD.

LABA TT'S MANITOBA 
BREWERY LTD. 

NATIONAL GRAIN CO. 
LTD. 

JAMES RICHARDSON 

& SONS 

INTERNATIONAL INN 

JAMES LOVICK LTD. 

Advertising 

NORTHWEST NITRO

CHEMICALS LTD. 

DIANE INVESTMENTS 

LTD. 

CANADIAN WHEAT POOLS 

(Alberta Wheat Pool) 

(Man. Pool Elevators) 

(Sask. Wheat Pool) 

GREATER 'A11INNIPEG GAS 

co. 

THE INVESTORS GROUP 

O'KEEFE BREWING 

COMPANY (Manitoba) LTD. 

SEARLE GRAIN COMPANY 

LTD. 
VICTOR THIESSEl'., 

Victor Investment Corp. Ltd. 

FEDERAL GRAIN LIIMITED 

THE CARLING BRE\VERIES 

(Manitoba) LTD. FRANK SIMKIN 

MARK SMERCHANSKI D. A. Zaharia, president MOORES TAXI LTD.
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A BRILLIANT ACADEMIC 

CAREER 

John Stanley Wilkie 

A brilliant academic career was 
climaxed with the graduation in med
icine last spring at the University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, of John 
Stanley Wilkie of North Battleford, 
Sask., with four major awards. 

He was given the university's GreaL 
Distinction in Medicine cita1tion, the 
W. S. Lindsay gold medal, HiHiard 
medal in medicine and Department of 
Medicine prize, and the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology silver 
medal and prize. Throughout his high 
school years he was a consistent winner 
of scholarships and awards. 

Dr. Wilkie is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Elmer Wilkie of North Battle
ford. Mrs. Wilkie is the former Thelma 
Jackson, only daughter of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Jackson. �Irs. 
Jackson was born Gudny Thorsteinson 
in Akranes, Iceland, daughter of the 
late Vigfus and Gudridur Thorstein
son, and came in 1885 ,to Canada and 
Winnipeg with her parents when a 
child. The Thorsteinson family sub
sequently over the years lived at 

Churchbridge, Sask. and at Portage la 
Prairie, Big Point, Glad�tone, Beaver 
and Lundar in Manitoba. 

Dr. Wilkie is interning at University 
Hospital, Saskatoon. His father, a 
North Battleford drug store owner, 
is a pharmacy graduate of the Univer
si1ty of Saskatchewan and past ipesident 
of the Saskatchewan Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

* 

SCHOLARSHIPS WON BY 

GEORGE JOSEPHSON 

George J oseplison 

George Barry Josephson, son of the 
late Gunnar Bergman Josephson, and 
Mrs. Ada Josephson of Melita, Man. 
won the following awards in First year 
Science at Brandon College, in 1964. 
I. The Brandon College General Pro
ficiency scholarship - $100.00.
2. The Clements Drug Store Scholar
ship in Chemistry - $50.00.
3. The J. A. Keddy Scholarship in
Physics -$50.00. 

He has also been awarded honorable 
mention in mathematics. 

In 1963 George received a $200.00 
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MODERN DAIRIES Quamy Products for your Christmas Pleasure 
BLUE BOY PEPPERMINT STICK, HOLIDAY FRUIT, SPUMONI ICE CRREAM 

In Addition to Regular 6 Tempting Flavors. 
ICE CREAM CHOCOLATE PIE - in addition to regular flavors. 

DIXIE CUPS, SUNDAE CUPS, SNOWBALLS, PARFAITS 
EGG NOG and CHIP DIPS 

CREAM SPREAD CHEESE and SALAD SOUR CREAM 
CHOCOLATE MILK and WHIPPING CREAM 

and other Dairy Products for a Perfect Holiday. 
"YOU CAN WHIP OUR CREAM - BUT YOU CAN'T BEAT OUR MILK" 

HOW TO SA VE MORE! 
Find out now how to increase your savings by completingthese four statements: 

1) I am ........................ years old.
2) I have worked for ........................ years.
3) In that time I have earned $ ........................ .
4) Out of this, I have left $ ........................ .

If you are not happy with rthe answers, you should know about the many financial services of Western Savings, including planned Income Tax savings. 
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WESTERN SAVINGS & LOAN ASSOCIATIONHead Office - Winnipeg

SEASON'S GREETINGS from 

J\/. M. Paterson & Sons Limited 
GRAIN and COAL MERCHANTS 

TERMINAL and STEAMSHIP OPERATORS 

WINNIPEG - FORT WILLIAM - MONTREAL
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scholarship for general proficiency at
Melita High School. George was born at Sinclair, Man.,and is the grandson of the late Thor
steinn and Holmfridur Josephson,
pioneers of that district.

* 

AW ARD ED $500 SCHOLARSHIP 

A YEAR FOR FOUR YEARS 

Ora E. Johannsson 

Last 5pring 15 l\fontreal area stu
dents were awarded scholarships in the
faculty of science at Bishop's Univer
sity, Lennoxville, Quebec. Each of 1the
scholarships is for ,four years, some
$1,000.00 and some $500.00 a year. 

One of the recipients was Ora E.Johannsson of Macdonald High in
Montreal, who will receive a scholarship of $500.00 a year for four years. 

Ora is a daughter of Leonard and Betty J ohannsson of Montreal. Leonard is a son of J. G. Johannsson of
·winnipeg, and the late Mrs. Johannsson. Ora excels in mathematics which is quite understandable as she is a grand
daughter of Joe Johannsson, a medal
if:it in mathematics from the Universityof Manitoba. 

WINS NATIONAL RESEARCH 
COUNCIL SCHOLARSHIP 

Michael G. Skafel 

At the 1964 spring convocation o[ the University of Saskatchewan Mich
ael was a,varded the degrees of B.A.and B.E. (Mechanical Engineering
Science). He is now doing work for his Master's degree having won a National Re
earch Council Scholarship to study at
the University of Saskaitchewan. 

Michael is t:he younger son of Dr.and Mrs. E. J. Skafel of Brandon, Man. 
* 

Miss Gloria MacKenzie of Vancouver
has been awarded the coveted $2,000
Crown Zellerbach of Canada Scholar
ship by the University of British Columbia. The Government of B. C. 

undertakes to pay half of the fees of
students a,t the University if they have
received an average of 80% or moreon the final High School examinations,and as Gloria obtained the outstanding
average of 86% she receives this extra 
allowance for the duration of her attendance at the University. She is a 
student in the College of Education.
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COMPLIMENTS OF ... 

YOUR COMMUNITY HOTELS 

GIMLI HOTEL ARBORG HOTEL 

GIMLI, MANITOBA ARBORG, MANITOBA 

Russel Motors (1963) Ltd. 
730 Portage A venue 

HOME OF 

CHRYSLER - IMPERIAL - PLYMOUTH - VALIANT 
FARGO TRUCKS 

Excellent Selection of GUARANTEED USED CARS & TRUCKS 

TO THE PEOPLE OF GIMLI ... 

BEST WISHES FOR A 

from 

Mayor Einarson and the Council of the Town of Gimli 

STEEL AND IRON SUPPLIES 

INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT 

ENGINEERS and MANUFACTURERS 

MANITOBA BRIDGE 
& ENGINEERING WORKS 

Division of Dominion Bridge Co. Ltd. 

WINNIPEG CANADA 

1 
I 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 55 

Gloria is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
J. D. MacKenzie. Her mother, Sigridur,
is the daughter of Steindor and Ingi
bjorg Arnason of Vidir, l\lanitoba.

* 

PRESIDENT OF KELVIN 
STUDENT COUNCIL 

Jennifer Ann Johnson 

Miss Jennifer Ann Johnson, a grade 
12 student in Kelvin Technical High 
school has been elected to the office 
of President of the Kelvin Student 
Council for 11he ensuing year. This is 
the second time in the history of Kel
�in High School, built in 1902, that 
the highest office in ,the gift of the stu
dents, has been given to a girt 

Jennifer excels in both academic 
and extra-curricular activities and 
plans to enter the University of Mani
toba next fall. She is ,the daughter of 
Hon. George Johnson, the Minister of 
Educaition and Mrs. (Doris) Johnson. 

Carol Westdal, daughter of Mr. and 
:.\frs. P. H. Westdal of suburban Fort 
Garry in Winnipeg, this fall is receiv
ing the Royal Conservatory of :Music 
(Toronto) silver medal after attaining 
a mark of 83 in her Grade 2 singing 
examination, highest in the province. 

She is nine years old and is a pupil of 
:.\Irs. Doris Benson of Winnipeg. 

* 

TALENTED STUDENT 
IN BRANDON 

Vaughn Thorsteinson, a Grade 12 
student at Brandon Collegiate, Bran
don, Man., in October was named 
Teen-Ager of the Week by the Bran
don Daily Sun. He is t!he son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kris Thorsteinson. The news
paper notes he was elected president 
of the student council for the 1964-65 
,term and has been nominated to the 
student council for three years. It also 
explains he is a talented musician and 
plays rhythm guitar in a Brandon 
1band, the Challengers. Drama, t!he 
paper says, consumes a large part of 
his time and during his ithree years at 
the collegiate he has had major roles in 
student productiions, this year that of 
Ligniere in Cyrano de Bergerac. A 
former member of the militia, he is 
now in the sea cadets. He has main
,tained a high academic standard and 
has passed with high marks all through 
high school. Next year he plans to go 
to college and major in history and 
psychology. 



56 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Winter 1%4 

Season's Greetings . . .

MIDWEST NET & TWINE CO. 

* 

Distributors of 

Commercial Fishing Supplies 

404 LOGAN AVE. WINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

Phone WH 3-6896 

Gibbs Drugs 
SELKIRK, MANITOBA 

* 

PHONE 482-321 

Licensed Pharmacist 

LAKELAND DAIRIES 
SELKIRK MANITOBA 

"Quality Dairy Products" 

FOR HOME DELIVERY OF .... 

MILK - CREAM - BUTTER 

Winnipeg Phone GLobe 2-0312 

Selkirk Phone 482 - 3681 

Manufacturers of 

SEASON'S GREETINGS 

from 

SOUDACK 
FUR AUCTION SALES LTD 

William and Princess 

Ph. WHitehall 3-3591 Winnipeg 

UHIEF HOllE BAKERY 
Prop. Helga Olafson 

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. 3-6127 

COMPLIMENTS from 

Keystone Fisheries 
Limited 

16 MARTHA ST. - WINNIPEG I. 

PHONE WHitehall 2-0021 

* 

G. F. Jonasson, President 
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Frederick Neville Johnson, 19-year
old son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Johnson 
of Edson, Alta., this fall took over the 
post of assistant technician with the 
federal department of mines and 
technical surveys at Ottawa after com
pleting high school studies and a techn
ical course in Calgary. Mr. Johnson 
went through all high school grades 
by recommendation and in completing 
Grade 12 was awarded a scholarship. 
He obtained a diploma in surveying 
after completing his Calgary studies 
and a bursary of $75. He spent the 
summer months in rthe Northwest Ter
ritories in charge of a survey party. 
His mother, the former Sigrun Ander -
son, is an arts graduate of United Col
lege, Winnipeg. She is the daughter of 
Mrs. J. Anderson, now of Winnipeg, 
and the laite Jonas Anderson, for many 
years a merchant ait Cypress River, 
:\fan. 

Wedding Bouquets : : Cut Flowers 

Funeral Designs : : Corsages 

Phone SP 2-9509 700 Notre Dame 

- Opposite Hospital Stop -

SERVING 

: WESTERN CANADA 

SINCE 1920 

Harley Jonasson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph H. J onasson of Riverton, 
:i\fan. and a Grade 12 graduate of 
Riverton Collegiate, this fall was 
awarded a Manitoba government bur
sary of $300.00 and a Manitoba gov
ernment university bursary of $350.00. 

* 

Heather Anna Grimson of "\,Vynyard, 
Sask., graduated with a Distinction 
Citation from the U niversi,ty of Saskat
chewan, Saskatoon, in May with a 
bachelor of arts degree. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
Crimson of Wynyard, and the grand
daughter of the late Karl and Kristine 
Crimson and of Rosa Peterson and 
uhe late Olafur Peterson, all of ,vyn
yard. 

GENSER'S 
Western Canada's Largest Selection 

of Better Quality Furniture 

291 PORTAGE AVE. 600 MAIN ST 

879 MAIN ST POLO PARK 

- NO MONEY DOWN -

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

Port Arthur, Regina, Moose Jaw, Lethbridge, Calgary, Edmonton 
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TO THE PEOPLE OF SELKIRK, MANITOBA 

Best Wishes for a 

JOYOUS CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

from 

Mayor Ben Massey and the Town Council of Selkirk 

SEASON'S GREETINGS from

THE STANDARD DAIRIES LIMITED 
PHONE JUstice 9-7388 

Dairy Products of Finest Quality 

222 PROVENCHER AVE. - CH 7-9861 - ST. BONIFACE 6, MAN.

MANUFACTURER OF CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

WINNIPEG 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

ional 
COMPANY 

REGINA SASKATOON 

ri ID 
LIMITED 

CALGARY EDMONTON 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 59
-------------------- - -- ---- ·,

COMPLIMENTS OF 

"An Adventure In Good Eating" 

Banquet and Party Facilities Available 

Catering Service - Pastry Delivery 

For Reservations Phone 

WHitehall 3-8618 

317 KENNEDY 

Enjoy foot comfort by wearing 

SHOES that FIT, but you MUST be 

fitted properly. 

"You are as young as your feet" 

TRY 

MacDONALD 

SHOE STORE LIMITED 

492 Main Street Winnpieg, Man. 

w1nrnPfb'� m1fn�l� 

�Olf l Of rn�lln[ll□n 
Do stop at the New Marlborough Hotel 

in the Heart of the City, 

the next time you visit Winnipeg 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

and HAPPY NEW YEAR 

to all our Icelandic friends everywhere 

The New Marlborough Hotel 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

PHONE WH 2-6411 TELEX No. 03-5405 

Home Economics Dept. 

GREATER \VINNIPEG GAS 
CO!IPANY 

WH 2-0351 
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IN THE NEWS 

APPOINTED TO 
UNIVERSITY POST 

Anna Marteinsson 

Miss Anna Marteinsson of Ottawa, 
for the last eight years librarian at Air 
Materiel Command Headquarters at 
RockcliHe Air Station, has been ap
pointed lecturer and research assistant 
at University of Ottawa's Library 
School, it was announced recently. 

Miss Marteinsson, a native of 
Hnausa, Man. holds a bachelor of arts 
degree from Carleton University and a 
master's in library science from Colum
bia University. She is a daughter of 
the late Bjarni and Helga �Iarteins
son, pioneers at Hnausa. 

U>gberg-Heimskringla

William H. Vopni, a Portage la 
Prairie alderman and newspaperman, 
was elected president of the Manitoba 
Travel and Convention Association at 
the annual meeting of the group in 
'\1/innipeg in November. John Bruce, 
'\1/illiam McIntosh and Robert Man-

Two Good 

Hotels .. • 

LELAND HOTEL 

William &: Albert 

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL 

Portage at Parkdale 

Kirkfield Park, Man. 

J. E. Dangerfield, proprietor 

W. D. Bjarnason, manager

very sip 
eligh ts 
ur taste. 
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Winnipe,g Construction Co. 
Limited 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

1578 Erin Street 

Phone SPruce 2-6907 
M. Natch S. Medzon

It. B. VOPNI & CO. 
Chartered Accountants 

210-2285 Portage Avenue

PHONE 832-1341 

l Winnipeg 12 Manitoba 

Arnason Engineering Co. 
General Contracting Engineers 

Furniture and Appliances 

Phone 642-7954 - GIMLI, MAN. 

ALL-WAYS Travel Bureau 
Ltd. . . 

315 Hargrave St. Wmmpeg 2 
Phone WH 2-2535 

Your Icelandic travel agent in 
Manitoba 

Enjoy our courteous, experienced 
service at no extra charge. 

Modern Furniture 
"Home Furnishings to Suit Every Taste" 

402 MAIN ST. SELKIRK, MAN. 

Phone 482-4091 Box 1150 

W. (Bill) Indridson

SEASON'S GREETINGS ... 

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

i,tason' s �rrettngs 
to all our 

3lcelanbtc .f'rtenb� 

MANITOBA ROLLING MILLS 
DIVISION OF DOMINION BRIDGE COMP ANY LIMITED 
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JOHN LECKIE LTD. 
640 King Edward St. 

ST. JAMES 
* 

"TANGLEFIN" NYLON NETTING 

COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES 

CANVAS GOODS 

MARINE HARDWARE 

LIFE SAVING EQUIPMENT 

Phone SPruce 5-8404 

WINNIPEG, MAN. 
BRANCH AT EDMONTON, ALBERTA 

HOT IDEA 

FOR A CHRIST�IAS GIFT 

See these interior electric car warmers 

and other small appliances that make 

Ideal Christmas Gifts at . . . .  

/w-j:,,. 
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Showrooms: 405 PORTAGE AVENUE 

ning, all of Winnipeg, were name� 
vice-presidernts. Mr. Vopni is ,publisher 
of the Portage fa Prairie Daily Graphic 
and of the weekly Manitoba Leader. 

* 

Dr. Richard Beck, has been appoint
ed to serve as chairman of the screen
ing committee to pass on candidates 
for Fulbright awards to Scandinavia 
and Iceland for 1965-66. 

The request to Dr. Beck to head the 
committee was made on behalf of the 
board of trustees of the Institute of 
International Education, New York. 

The Institute is the agency design
ated by the Department of State to 
conduct annual competitions and to 
make the preliminary selection of 
candidates for awards for graduate 
study and research abroad under the 
Fulbright-Hays Act. 

* 

Two enthusiastic subscribers 10 this 
magazine are Mr. and Mrs. Einar

l\farkusson of 1593 Dresden Row, Hal
ifax, N. S. Mrs. Markusson, nee Dor
othy Callin, 1is a writer, and her of
ficial position at present ,is Corntinuity 
::\Ianager for Radio Station CJCH. Her 
father came from the Isle of Man and 
her mother from \Vorcestershire, in 
England. Dorothy was born in Mon
treal. 

Einar Markusson was born in Reykj
avik, Iceland, and is a nephew of the 
11·ell knmrn singer Maria Markan. 
There is much musical talellit on both 
sides ol his family. Einar is a pianist 
:mcl med 'lo concertize as such, some 
of his selections being from Chopin 
and LiS1L He is a part time consultant 
l'rnnomi,t but plans to return to a 
concert career. The l\Iarkussons have 
o:1c daughter, eleven years old. 
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Visit Our Plant at-Sargent & Toronto 

Canada's Largest Rural Weekly Newspaper 

WITH 

NEWS 

• COMICS in full color

• MAGAZINE features

Selling for less THAN 2c a copy 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

1 YEAR - (52 Copies) - $1.00 

Free Press Weekly 
PRAIRIE FARMER 

WINNIPEG MANITOBA 
Men's Accessories Of Distinction 

Visit 'the Bay' where you can be assured that your individuality 

and good taste will be reflected in your choice of accessories. 

Choose from our wide selection of interestingly designed tie 

tacks, cuff links and tie bars for business or evening wear. 

Sets shown, 7.50 to $12 

The Bay Men's Accessories, Main Floor. 




