
. there's an EASY way 
to buy the things you need 

WHEN you need them most I 

Open an EATON 

Budget Charge Account 

H's the modern way to shop. You buy necessities 

when you need them, you take advantage of sales 

when they come along. you never have to pass 

up a good value because it's not convenient to 

buy just then. 

An EATON Budget Account combines the con

venience of a Charge Account with the advantages 

of a Budget Plan. No down payment and up to 

24 months to pay - you get practically instant 

credit with your plastic card - with no returning 

to the Accounts Office. 

Get full details now at the Customers' Accounts 

Office. EATON'S Eighth Floor. Dial SUnset 3-2115. 
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Russel Motors (1963) Ltd .. 
730 Portage Avenue 

HOME OF 

CHRYSLER - D1PERIAL - PLYMOUTH - VALIANT 

FARGO TRUCKS 

Excellent Selection of GUARA�TEED USED C\RS & TRUCKS 

222 PROVENCHER AVE. - CH 7-9861 - ST. BONIFACE 6, MAN.

MANUFACTURER OF CONCRETE PRODUCTS 

BEST IN - TELEVISION - FURNITURE - APPLIANCES 

3 STORES TO SERVE YOU 
l05 Regent-Phone CA 2-9290 

Transcona, Man. 
2{i I Kehin - Phone 533-5763 

Winnipeg 15, !\fan. 

2163 Portage - Phone VE 7-1341 
St. James, Manitoba 

Compliments of 

THE WESTERN PAINT CO. LTD. 

"The Painter's Supply Home Since 1908" 

521 Hargrave St., Winnipeg 2, Man. Phone WH 3-7395 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

Serving Investors 

Across Canada ... 

JAMES RICHARDSON & SONS 
Established 1857 

MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG CALGARY EDMONTON 

VANCOUVER VICTORIA PRINCE GEORGE LETHBRIDGE 

MEDICINE HAT REGINA MOOSE JAW SWIFT CURRENT 

SASKATOON PRINCE ALBERT BRANDON PORTAGE LA 

PRAIRIE KENORA KINGSTON GALT ST. THOMAS SIMCOE 

CHATHAM KITCHENER LEAMINGTON WINDSOR NEW YORK 

REMEMBER II II II 

WHEN PHONING LONG DISTANCE 

Your Calls OJJ.t" � 

"�W,�' 
YOUR 

fflanitoba Teli1�hone System 
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YOU'LL GET MORE ATTENTION FROM 1 
ALWAYS GLAD TO SERVE YOU. 
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DICKSON MOTORS LTD. 
* 

Winnipeg's Downtown 

Pontiac - Auadian - Buick - Cadillac - Vanxball Dealers 

Home of Goodwill Used Cars 

* 

PORT AGE at FURBY PHONE SPruce 2-2541 

COi\iPLii\IENTS OF ... 

YOUR COMMUNITY HOTELS 

GIMLI HOTEL ARBORG HOTEL 

GIMLI, MANITOBA ARBORG, MANITOBA 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 3 

"THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN, AUTHORIZED AS SECOND CLASS MAIL 

BY THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, OTTAWA, AND FOR PAYMENT 

OF POSTAGE IN CASH." - PRINTED AT 868 ARLINGTON ST. WPG. 3, 

THE 

reat-
ASSURANCE COMPANY 
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Limted 

FUNERAL HOME 

Phone SPruce 4-7474 

843 Sherbrook Street 

Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson 

WINNIPEG CLINIC 

PHONE WHitehall 2-&Hl 

St. Mary's and Vaughan, Winnipeg 

ROBERTS 6 WHYTE LTD. 

Sargent & Sherbrooke St. 

Phone SPruce 4-3353 

THE WEST END'S 
FAMILY DRUG STORE 

ASC EI RSO N'S 
LIMITED 

698 Sargent - Ph. SUnset 3-4322 

* 

Headquarters for 

PA I N  T, WALLPAPER 

&: HARDWARE 

UHIEF HOME BAKERY 
Prop. Helga Olafson 

Pastries - Bread 

Vinarterta and Other Icelandic 

Specialties to order 

also Catering 

749 ELLICE AVE. Ph. SU. 3-61%7 

DR. L.A. SIGURDSON 

528 Medical Arts Bldg. 

Off. Ph. WH. 2-4762 Res. SP. 2-6115 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

TALLIN, KRISTJANSSON, PARKER, MARTIN & IIERCUllY 
CLIVE K. TALLIN, Q.C. 
HUGH B. PARKER 

B. STUART PARKER 

W. S. A. MAR TIN 
A. F. KRISTJANSSON 
L. N. MERCURY

BARRISTERS &: SOLICITORS 

Second Floor 

210 OSBORNE STREET 

PARK-HANNESSON 
LTD. 

Distributors of 
Commercial Fishing Equipment 
Marine I-J:udware 

WINNIPEG - EDMONTON 

MOVING PACKING 

WINNIPEG I 

HEINTZMAN 

Richmond 

SHERLOCK-MANNING 

NORD HEIMER 

PIANOS 

HAfflfflOND ORGANS 

J. J. H. McLEAN 
"The West's Oldest Music House'' 

GRAHAM - EDMONTON 

PHONE 9424231 

STORING 

BEAVER MOVING & STORAGE 

Agents For Allied Van Lines 

960 LOGAN A VE., WINNIPEG 

B. Greenberg, Manager.

PHONE SUnset 3-5412 
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Dr. Gestnr Kristjansson 
Physician and Surgeon 

PHONE SPruce 2-9453 

WESTBROOK MEDICAL CENTRE 

Logan and Keewatin 

Winnipeg 3, Manitoba 

Eggertson & Eggertson
Barristers &: Solicitors 

500 Power Building 

Portage Ave. & Vaughan St. 

Phone WHitehall 2-3149 WINNIPEG 

Thorvaldson, fggertson, 
Saunders Mauro 
Barristers, Solicitors, etc 

209 Bank of Nova Scotia Bldg. 
Portage Ave. and Garry St. 

Ph. WHitehall 2-8291-2-3 Winnipeg 

RAMSAY-MATTHEWS LIMITED 
103 Medical Arts Building, 

(Guild) Prescription Opticians 

WINNIPEG 

GOING TO ICELAND? 
Let the Triple-A-Service make the 
arrangements. 40 years experience. 
Write, Call or Telephone today 

without any obligations to 

Arthur A. Anderson 
133 Claremont Ave. Winnipeg 6 

Phone GLobe 2-5446 

Plastering Stucco Ornamental 

I. Sigurdson &- Son Ltd.
Plastering Contracten and Builden 

H. M. Sigurdson 
1410 Erin St. 
Ph. SPruce 2-6860 

H. Sigurdson 

526 Arlington St. 

Ph. SPruce 2-1272 

GREETINGS 

from- A FRIEND 

S. A. THORARINSON 
Barrister and Solicitor 

2nd Floor Crown Trust Bldg. 

364 Main Street 

OFFICE PHONE WHitehall 2-7051 

McKague, Sigmar 
& Company 

REAL ESTATE - MORTGAGE LOANS 

All Types of Insurance 

Rental Management 

200 New Langside Bldg. Ph. SP 4-1746 

537 ELLI CE A VE. WINNIPEG 2 

ARLINGTON PHARMACY 

PRESCRIPTION SPECIALISTS 

POST OFFICE 

Sargent & Arlington, 
Phone SUnset 3-5550 

Winnipeg 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

BE WISE! 

Visit Our Plant at-Sargent & Toronto 

MacARTHUR & SONS LTD. 

HIGHWAY FREIGHTING 

BRANDON-Phone PA 62351 1295 St James St., WINNIPEG 21-Phone SP 4-3441 

WHERE EVERYTHING TRAVELS FIRST CLASS 

I "� I 
WHITEJ 

lROSEJ 

COMPLIMENTS OF 

Your Local 

WHITE ROSE DEALER 

"SERVING CANADIANS WITH QUALITY MEATS" 
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We welcome appointments as Co

Executor with members of the 

family with full knowledge that it 

creates a personal relationship and 

provides a family voice in management. 

preserving 
l\Iontreal Trust has accumulated in its

seventy years of trust service a vast 

store of experience in the successful 

administration of estates and is well 

qualified to provide the technical skill

needed by your executor. 

C. LOWE

family 

tradition 
A talk with one of our experienced trust 

officers will aid you in developing an 

estate plan to meet your wishes and 

provide a family voice in managemen c 

h1ontreal Trust 
Notre Dame at Albert Street 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 
H. T. MARTIN 

Assistant General Manager Manager 

YOU CAN RELY 

ON 

''WINNIPEG SUPPLY'' 
FUEL OIL COAL LUMBER CONCRETE 

Call 775-0211 
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SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL seen at his desk at 10 Downing Street, London, 

England, shortlv after his 79th Birthday, November, 1953. 

Acknowledgements are extended to the Ce�t'.al 
Office of Information, London, of the Bnt1sh 
Information Services and appreciation is ex
pressed to Franci� R. Morgan, -�egional ReRre
sentative in ·winmpeg of the Bntish Informat10n 
Services. 
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EDITORIAL 

A Moment of World Awareness 

Destiny is seen in moments that seem as if not of this world. The 

true measure of greatness is the good it does. Achievement on behalf of 

humanity must be assessed in the way i,t has uplifted that humanity in its 

struggle for noble contentment and enjoyment of the wealth of gifts of God. 

A purpose* may combine these attributes in one human life and raise it far 

above its peers of the time, nay, of the centuries. 

There cannot be a lasting fulfillment of that purpose-an urge to 

say divine purpose arises within-unless an awareness of ,it has been thrust 

upon mankind. Each of many superb events in a long span of life creates 

a measure of awareness. As the events multiply it deepens and widens. 

Some final events may create a wave of awaredom that rises in crescendo 

and crosses lands and seas around the world. 

The funeral of Sir ·winston Churchill gave rise to a global wave of 

that magnitude. 

One feels prone to say that it was destiny which decreed, or rather 

directed, that ·winston Churchill should escape from a prisoner-of-war 

camp in South Africa, aimlessly press on in enemy territory, 250 miles from 

friends, and happen upon a coal mine in the hands of a lone Englishman, 

who, because of his technical knowledge, had been kept on by the Boers. It 

may be destiny, an insight not g1iven to humans to understand, that Winston 

Churchill could see what Neville Chamberlain could not see at Munich; 

could see what Roosevelt could not see as they sat with Stalin at Yalta; 

could see at Fulton, Mo., the postwar intentions of the Soviet Union and 

coin the phrase "the Iron Curtain." 

* "I doubt not through the ages one increasing purpose runs." -Tennyson. 

11 
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It was an hour of greatness, May 10, 1940, when Winston Churchill 
bared ,to the British people his inmost thoughts that he had nothing to 
offer them but "blood and toil, tears and sweat." It was greatness in another 
form when he, in the ruins of Berlin, being invited ,to see the subterranean 
shelter of Hitler, refused to see the "lair of the Nazi beast". The word 
"German" was not used. If Sir Winston were living now and ,there was 
another Hitler in our midst, he would use a similar invective. 

The hour of greatest achievement happened after midnight, June 2, 
1940, at Downing Street, when Winston Churchill was dictating to his 
secretary. He had paused; there were tears in his eyes. All at once, a chain 
of :thoughts entered his mind-how, we know not. In his sonorous voice the 
words flowed freely: 

"We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the 

landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and m 

the streets, we shall fight in ,the hills." 

There was a pause and then he thundered: 

"We shall never surrender." 

A nation, the free world, was aroused as never before. 

His actions were equally moments of g·ueat achievement. As he 
staggered through the ruins of London after an air raid he was greeted: 
"Good Old Winnie." 

When victory was assured the acclaim of the millions who sincerely 
fe1t that they owed their life to the great war leader soon be;an to quiet 
down. Awareness there was of what had been achieved for mabkind but it 
had not penetrated deep enough. This was brought home in a startling way 
,to all freedom-loving people when Churchill was defeated in the elections 
of 1945. It was not a repudiation of him; it was rather that the majority of 
people of England felt ,that they could, in ample secu11ity, put their hero 
on a pedestal and wrestle with domestic issues. 

Here destiny stepped in again. If Winston Churchill had died at that 
time or shortly afterwards he would have been given a state funeral but 
only a state funeral. 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

More events had to take place and crises created-not to raise his 
stature but to place in clear relief, as if writ in granite, what Sir Winston 
had achieved for mankind. 

There was the deceptive seizure of Czechoslovakia. There was Korea 
and there was Hungary. Now there is South Vietnam and Malaysia; the 
United Nations at the brink. 

After these years of cold war and at this time of crisis, the last act 
m this ninety-year drama of one human life was thrust upon the world. 
The mortal Churchill was no more. 

There was a state funeral; one of the mourners was Her Majesty, 
whom he had loyally served. It was the largest state funeral in England; 
representatives of a hundred and ten nations .present; much of it directed by 
him who had passed on. But he did not direct the quarter million or more 
who passed by the catafalque nor the thousands who stayed up all night in 
the bitter cold to watch the final event. 

Nor did he direct services in churches throughout the Commonweal,th 
and elsewhere, nor the signing of Books of Rememberence. He did not 
direct a Japanese dignitary to lay a wreath on ,the grave nor a man working 
in Winnipeg in 30° below zero weather to pause on the day of the funeral 
and, with a foreign accent, say: "Where would we be if he had not been 
there?" 

The final act, when dust was la:id ,to dust, became 

A MOMENT OF WORLD AWARENESS. 

-W. J. Lindal

13 
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vlie Canadian 9/ag 

:/)emoc'iacg in ol-ction 

It is unnecessary to discuss the wisdom or otherwise, of what took place 
before a committee of fifteen was appointed by the House of Commons to 
give careful and conscientious study to the selection of a distinctive flag for 
Canada. Representation on the Committee from the five partie.s was as fol
'1ows: seven Liberals, five Progressive Conservatives, and one from each of 
the three minor Paruies, The New Democra-ts, the Social Credit Party and 
the Creditistes. 

The Committee deliberated long and carefully. Finally, out of thousands 
of specimen flags before it, one was selected by a large majority of the Com
mittee. The majority recommendation was submitted to the House of Com
mons and after due and fair deba,te it accepted the recommendauion by a 
sub.stantial majority. The Bill, enacting the needed legislation, was duly 
passed by ithe House of Commons, and, later, by the Senate. Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen of Canada, over her own sigmature, by a 
tormal Proclamation declared the flag, as described in the Act, to be the 
Ffag of Canada. On February fifteenth, 1965, .the Flag of Canada was hoisted 
with due ceremonies on Parliament Hill in Ottawa, in Provincial Capitals, 
at Canadian diplomatic po.sts and clse·where. 

No political party can claim that i,ts choice was adopted. The flag, which 
appears in color on the front cover of this magazine, became the legal and 
official Flag of Canada by a statute enaoted by Her Majesty, the Queen of 
Canada, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and the House of 
Commons of Canada. 

This is democracy in action. 
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The Icelandic Pioneer Merchant 

and Businessman 

An address delivered by S. 0. BJERRIXG at a luncheon featurin" the Pioneer Icelandic 
Business Men in Winnipeg, at the Mall Hotel on Tuesday, February 16, under the ampices 

of The Icelandic Canadian Club. 

·when I wa.5 confronted with a re
quest that I prepare a paper recalling 
the days of our Icelandic pioneer bus
inessmen i,:1 '\Vinnipeg, I must have 
been taken off guard for I undertook 
to clo so •befor.e realizing what detailc(l 
research the topic ·would require. The 
story has its beginning a few years be
fore my arrival in this country, the 
year of 1888. The merchan�s concerned 
were flourishing before that time. 
However they kept operative so that 
in due course I became acquainted 
with their progress and influence in 
,the community. :\Iy resume will be 
subject to my limitations as a reporter, 
but in that respect I am -relying on 
your kind indulgence 

It might be asked, what is the sign
ificance of reviewing the history of our 
merchants of these early years? \Vere 
they any different from any other 
business men of the same period?, or 
had they any distinguishing qualitie, 
sufficiently interesting to relate? '\Vere 
they a,nything more than a few en:er
prising individuals, perhaps even op
portunists, who saw a ready made mar
ket for their wares among the people 
whose language was their language? 

'\Vhatevcr the mo:ivating drive, it 
must be recognized as a venturesome 
decision for the newcomer to this coun· 
try to launch out on his own road to 

independence, and he mu�t in most 
cases have done so with more confi
dence in his heart than coin in his 
pocket. 

The explanation might contain a 
certain ::i ;�tocratic lac tor. founded on 
an inherited leg;1cy of his native land, 
where the rnerch:mt "kaupmat1ur" wa, 
a person of some pre,tige, variabl,· 
only in prdportion to the ,r ll;>e or his 
operations. He was placed on a par 
,rith the educated and pnfe,sional 
person a:1d those in .he upper strata. 

This is understandable, considering 
that he, the "kaupma6ur" was the con· 
tact with both the "high and :he low" 
in the land. He had of necessity ,to he 
a person endowed with ability and 
dexterity to be equitable in his c;verall 
public relations. 

,\gainst this traditional background. 
having arrived in this country, our 
pioneer applied himself to the realiza
tion of his aspirations. Certainly he 
had nothing to lose but much to gain 
if successful, and to achieve the status 
of "kaupma6ur" was for him a suf
ficient incentive. l 1, 1doubtedlv he had 
that scmething inherent in his person· 
ality that recommended his trustworth
iness to the supply sources on which he 
in turn would have to depend. 

The overall record of our pioneer 
business man in '\Vinnipeg is one of 
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sucess. He ·was a hard ·ll'orking, down 
to earth individual, ·who in the course 
of his pursuits kept close touch 1\·ith 
the progress of the community, ever 
ready with his good offices ancl as
sitance, ·where language was a big 
hurdle. 

As I aaempt to relate some part
iculars pertaining to the period which 
would be prior to the year 1890, I 
have before me the picture of an 
emerging metropolis, about I/20th in 
size of our present expanded \Vinni
pcg, ·with our Icelandic citizens con
centrated mainly in the area from 
Notre Dame to Logan and from Sher
brook ( then Nena) on the west to 
Ellen Street on •the cast, \\·ith the main 
population centred on ,villiam Ave., 
Elgin Ave. (then Jemima), Ross and 
Pacific A venue, with a considerabl:c 
number outside these boundaries. The 
main business thoroughfare of this dis
tric� was Ross ,\venue. 

Now, ,rho "\\'t.:re our pione::r mer
chants? l\Iy starting point can be right 
in my own locale on Elgin Avenue. A 
short distance down -the street from 
the home of my foster father, l\Ir. Sig
tryggur F. Olafsson and his brother 
Oli V. Olafssson, who occupied a du
plex, was the confectionary store of 
Halldor S. Bardal, who originally 
started business at 18 I King St., facing 
Kate St. Halldor later moved to a 
larger building he had erected on the 
north-west corner of Elgin and Sher
brook where he conducted a confec
tionary and book store for several years 
till the time of his death. 

:\I y trwo uncles were businessmen of 

the period, operating under the name 

of Olson Bros., wood dealers, cord
wood being the principal fuel of the 

average housd10Id. They also atte:1-ded 

to express and furniture movmg. 

On Ross Avenue, from Sherbrook 
S:reet east to J sabel the following 
business places ·were located: 

Arni Frederickson, Groceries and 

Kitchenware. 

G. P. Thordarson, Bakery. 

Thorkelssons Grocery. 

A. F. Reykclals, Shoes. 

Finney's Grocery. 

Stefan .Johnson, Dry Goods and Cloth

ing. north cast corner. 

G . .Johnson, Dry Goods and Cloth

ing, southwest cor. Isabel. 

Jon Landy, :'\Ieat :\Iarket, opposite 

Frederickson's. 

Jon Lancly's market came under the 
successive ownerships of well known 
citizens, such as Joe Thorgcirsson, Al
bert .Johnson, Chris Johnson and Laugi 
Helgason. Some of these operated later 
on Sargent Avenue. 

I have ·been informed of another 
market that was located on the corner 
of Portage and Smith Street, about the 
year 1890 whose owner was John And
erson. He discontinued business, mov
ing dmvn to St. Andrews, 1Vihere he 
lived the res,t of his life and served for 
many years on the council of the dis
trict. He took a prominent part in he 
caterers' picnic in those early days and 
was an enthusiast in pacer horse rac
ing. 

I remember a small candy store on 
Ross Avenue ,vhose owner, named Jon 
was nicknamed Jc'm "Candy". It was 
probably that same store that changed 
hands, being taken over by Gunnlaug
ur Johannso:1, who was referred to as 
"Candy" Laugi, later progressing to his 
own grocery business on Sargent 
A vemie. 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 17 

I can recall only three non-Icelandic 
stores on Ross Avenue, one of these a 
drug store. So it may be said that our 
Icelandic merchants dominated that 
particular ,territory, with their clean, 
tidy and generally well stocked 
premises, the focal point and often 
meeting place of friends and neigh
bors. 

A word about customer service in 
those days before telephones came into 
popular use. This applies particularly 
to the grocery stores. As a regular 
routine, a representative, using a bi
cycle as his means of travel, made calls 
at ·the homes to accept orders for sup-
plies from the housewife, and delivery 
was made according to instruction. I 
would say to you ladies present that 
these calls were appreciated, where 
in our present day they would likely 
be regarded as an intrusion. 

Gu()mundur Johnson's clothing and 
dry goods store, corner of Ross and 
Isabel, was a two story building, of his 
own, and one of the larger buildings 
in the district. The ground floor he 
occupied for his business while the 
upper floor was a meeting and concert 
hall and known as North-west Hall, 
a cultural centre for plays, conventions, 
etc. For a number of years it was the 
meeting place of the Icelandic Good 
Templar lodges, Hekla and Skuld, till 
they built their own hall on Sargent 
Avenue. 

Many were -the humorous incidents 
and anecdotes circulating at the 
expense of the man behind the coun
ter. One such I remember is told hv 
a customer that looJ..cd in at G. John
son's clothing department and asked 
ta see some winter umkrwear, this time 
the lower garment. ·:r:1e storekeeper, 
after some search tl,rm,gh 1i:- ,,,,1- _ 
came back expres�ing his :·c. ,t • rr:-. 
he had "entirely rn1., o•. ,_, ,,:,.1 ". 1

_, 

packs a little more emphasis in the 
Icelandic vernacular "mjer pykir fyrir, 
en eg er alveg nmninn ut a£ buxum". 

A customer tells of buying a certain 
item of groceries at a price he knew 
to be below cost, so asked the propriet
or how he expected to come out on 
the right side, by so doing, to which he 
got the reply: "Oh, its the 'turn-over' 
that helps." Sad to say, it did not prove 
sound business. 

Then there is the story of Armann 
Burns, a rugged, good humored type 
of person, and one of the first of our 
people to own a gas engine propelled 
boa-t, which he named the Viking. One 
day Armann called in at Jon Landy\ 
meat market to buy a steak, but told 
.Jon he wanted something this time tha,t 
he could chew for he had used the last 
piece for soling his shoes. Armann had 
a way of punctuating his comments 
with some meaningful adjectives-in 
Icelandic. 

I have a special reason for remember
ing Arrnann Hurns; he became one of 
the businessmen of the times, engag
ing in freighting on Lake Winnipeg. 
At the age of fourteen I happened to 
be his only passenger between Ginlli 
and my destination, Hnausa. At this 
point Armann suggested that I con
tinue the journey with him to Iceland
ic River, and to be sure I jumped at 
the opportunity. Imagine my delight 
when Armann permitted me to take 
the wheel, on a rough lake. I did not 
prove much of a helmsman, but no
thing happened, and Armann took 
over. Towards evening, while chant
ing a Viking song, he headed his craft 
up Icelandic River. 

Among other merchants still to be 
mentioned, there is one by the name 
c,i Teitur Thomas, a brother to Gu()
- /J:1, ovr pioneer jeweller. As a me!'-

.,.r, t T ; :nr seemed ta have had 
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versatility, being prepared to tr_ade in
anvthing saleable. He had supenntend
ed' the building of his own busiress 
premises, corner of Lan;;side anc: El
lice, dealt in second hand furmture 
for a while and finally set up a jewel
lerv store with a meat department as 
a ;ide line. One of our humorists of 
the times listing some interesting char
acters, refers to Teitur in a limerick 
as follows: 

Og l)a er ni'i Teitur-meo gullio 
og kjetio 

Svo men geta ba:oi prytt sig og jetio. 
Roughly ranslated, would be: 
Then there is Teitur with his gold 

and his meat 
The one for adornment-the other 

to eat. 
One thing attracted me in the wav 

of advertising in the grocery stores of 
the day. It was a large framed picture 
depicting a chorus heralding the dawn 
of a new day-the words of the message 
being: 
A song ,ve sing - a song of hope 
The world is using Comfort Soap. 
A worthy forerunner of our present 
day commercials! 

I mentioned the bakery on Ross 
Avenue, under the ownership of G. P.

Thonlarson, long years before "vita
min enriching" was ever thought of. 
but I'll wager (without judging <tl1e V.

E.) that no 25c loaf of today has �ny 
richer nourishment or better tastmg 
qualities than G.P's. 5c loaf of the 
"good old days". As for "haglda brauo'· 
and "tvibokur" (twist rolls and rusks), 
cream puffs, cakes and pastery, they 
have never been excelled. 

Then our shoe stores. There was A. 
F. Reykdal on Ross Avenue, Chris
Christianson on Notre Dame Ave.,

both well stocked with goods of stan
dard quality. The ladies' shoes were 
the high uppered, buttoned up the 
side type-with sensible heels. The 
men's shoes, often split leather, could 
be depended upon to provide an ear
ful of creaks and squeaks for some 
time while being broken in, which 
often proved quite embarrassing, but 
then they were not in the $20 or $30.00 
price range. Felt shoes and moccasins 
were the standard winter footwear for 
all. 

In the matter of community progress 
we can scarcely by-pass the printing 
establishments of the day, nor over
look them as places of business. 
Furthermore, ,true to Icelandic charcter
istics, in order to get both sides of the 
story there were two weeklies in exist
ence as represented by the "Heims
kringla" (The Globe) with conservative 
leanings, established in 1886, and 
"Logberg" (Lawrock, or Rock _of La"'.), 
of liberal persuasion, established m 
1888. Logberg purchased the assets and 
publishing rights of "Leifur", which in 
turn had taken over from "Framfari", 
established in 1877 and published in 
"Nyja Island" 

In ,the year 1894 the first "Almanak" 
of 6lafur S. Thorgeirsson was issued, 
printed by the L6gberg Press of which 
Mr. Thorgeirsson was part owner. 
Later Mr. Thorgeirsson founded his 
own printing establishment. l\fay. it be
,aid, that the late l\Ir. Thorge1rsson 
ha.s in his publication of the Almanak 
continuously from 1894 to 1954 made 
a monumental contribution of inform
ative and historical interest to our 
ethnic group. After l\fr. Thorgeirsson's 
death in 1937, the publishing was con
tinued by his two sons, 6lafur and the 
late Geir, with editorship by the late 
Grimur Eyford succeeded by Dr. 
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Richard Beck up to its final issue m 
1954. 

The first issue of the Almanak m 
1895 contains advertising of some of 
the prominenet businessmen of the day 
as follows: 
G. Thomas, Jeweller.
G. Olafson, Flour and Feed.
John (Jcm) J. Vopni, Conractor. 
A. Anderson, Tailor.
Goodman & Tergesen, Tinsmiths.
F. Swanson, Artistic & General Painter.
Baldwin & Blondal, Photographers.

It would be in order to make a brief 
reference to some of the most popular
ly known of these mentioned. 

Gisli Olafson, whose first venture 
in business had been that of a partner 
of Jcm Landy in his Ross Avenue meat 
market, decided after several months 
in the venture to launch out in another 
line of merchandising and set himself 
up in the flour and feed business. In 
that enterprise he became a most suc
cessful merchant. His premises were 
located on King Street, corner James 
Avenue. It can be truly stated that he 
became the most affluent person in the 
Icelandic business community of the 
day. I remember the elegant brick 
house he built on ·william Ave., a 
short distance east of Kate St. about 
the year I 895. It is still today the most 
outstanding residence on \Villiam 
Ave. I happened to be the "la,vn-wa
tering-boy" there for a while and was 
quite proud of being part of my sur
roundings. Some years later, about 
1907, he had even a more substantial 
residence built on the corner of Mc
Dermot and Sherbrook Street. This 
property in recent years was acquired 
by the General Hospital to become in
corporated into its larger complex. 
Gisli was one of ,the first of our people 

to build an aparment block, which he 
built on the property that had been his 
business site. This location is now a 
part of the larger site of our new city 
hall. 

Another well known name to many 
of us here and one much esteemed bv 
his contemporaries, is that of Gisli 
Goodman, the tinsmith and furnace 
man of the period. He will be remem
bered for his genial personal,ity. 
Despite his arduous occupation he was 
for many years the organist and choir 
leader in our First Lutheran Church, 
then located on the south east corner 
Sherbrook and Pacific. His partner in 
the early years of the business was H. 
P. Tergesen, later of Gimli.

I feel it appropriate to inject a ref
erence here to an article in a recent 
Free Press of special interest to our 
group for it particularly concerns mem
bers of Gisli Goodman's family and 
his son Mike whom we all remember 
as a most versatile athlete and me:rn
ber of our 1920 Falcon Olympic 
Hockey Champions. The writer of that 
article is recaHing the nostalgic days 
of the Old Arena Rink, to which many 
of us will mutually respond. He makes 
a statement that will produce a big 
smile when he says "most Icelandic im
migrants to Manitoba, who were not 
living on Lake Winnipeg, lived within 
walking distance of the Arena Rink".

The name of Guoj6n Thomas 
should be familiar ito all old timers. 
\Ve recall his places of business as first 
down town on James A venue, next on 
Pacific near Main, then on Main be
tween Alexander and Logan and final
ly on Sargent Avenue. His business was 
built up on his reputation for honest 
and skillful workmanship and depend
able merchandise. Many of us here as
sociate his name with engagement, 
rings and marriage licenses. 



20 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Spring 1965 

Jon Blondal, of Baldwin & Blondal, 

No. 1 6th Avenue North, 207 l\frWil

liam Ave. and 207 Pacific Ave., the 

three different addresses applying to 

the same location, will be particularly 

remembered as our early-day photo

grapher, and old family albums of 

pictures and poses taken by him, will 

continue to provide interest and amuse

ment to posterity for a long time to 

come. 

The name of John (Jon) J. Vopni, 

will be connected with our early house 

building days, when he was active in 

that and other construction work. He 

built a number of stations on the CPR 

main line, eastward. About 1920 he 

was president of the Columbia Press, 

the publishers of Logberg at that time 

located in its own building on the 

corner of She:rbrook and William. A 

few years later he founded his own 

printing establishment under the name 

of Art Press Ltd., which business is 

now carried on by one of the members 

of the family, in Winnipeg. Other 

members of the family are engaged in 

printing and publishing both m 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan. At one 

time during his active career, John 

served a term as a city alderman. 

The business conducted under the 

Bardal name has been prominent since 

the very early days, and probably is 

now the only one having the distinc

tion of surviving the vicissitudes of 

time and change, for it is still to the 

fore and prospering under successive 

family management. This service in 

bhe cause of the bereaved has been 

continuous since established by its 

founder A. S. Bardal, in the year 1894. 

Shortly after the turn of the century 

it began to be noticed that corporate 

competition was making expanding in

roads into the business field in vVin

nipeg and had in itself a foreboding 

aspect for the smaller business house. 

Coinciding, as if by magic, the finger 

of fortune pointed in ,tJhe direction of 

Ross Avenue, for it was learned that 

bhe Great Northern Railway of St. 

Paul, planned to establish iterminals 

in vVinnipeg, and in making its entry 

would be acquiring all the property 

from the western part of the city, 

principally on the north side of Ross 

and south side of Pacific Avenues as 

far east as Ellen Street. Though no 

figures are at hand concerning that 

transaction, there is every reason to 

conclude that at that particular time it 

was a shot-in-the-arm for our Ross 

Avenue merchants, affording them a 

profitable exit from their vocational 

field and leaving them a free choice 

as to any future course. 

Abowt the year 1905-6 there was a 

little stir in our close knit community, 

and one by one home owners began to 

show an interest in newer districts to 

1the south and west along Sargent and 

Ellice Avenues. The former Ross Ave. 

merchants did not follow this move

ment and some of them laft the oity. 

On Sargent, however, a new set of 

enterprising individuals had found ap

propriaJte business locations and a 

fairly promising Icelandic business 

community seemed to be in the mak-
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ing. It had the effect that Sargent 

came to be referred to as "Icelandic 

Main Street." 

Here was a sort of "Printers Row" 

on the avenue, with the Thorgeirsson 

Press on the south side between 

Agnes and Victor Street, the Columbia 

Press and "Logberg" on the north be

tween Victor and Toronto and the 

Viking Press and "Heimskringla" a 

little further down the A venue, corner 

of Banning. 

There were quite a number of bus

iness places of asso:rted categories, Ice

landic-owned and operated, that pro

spered for a number of years, but this 

was not to continue. 

The pattern of things began to 

change, the ethnic touch to fade and 

evolution was casting its own mould 

of things to come. 

As this was taking place, the most 

amazing event ,in our Icelandic com

munity's eighty odd years happened .. 

when our two compet1t1ve publi

cations, "Logberg" and "Heimskringla" 

in the year 1959, decided to bury their 

hatchets, and smoke the pipe of peace. 

A most extraordinary accomplishment 

for people of argumentative tenden

cies. 

At this sign post on the road it might 

be well to pause while we get our 

directions. \Ve have been observing 

our progress along the economic route, 

with the type of man closely linked to 

our general well-being and advance

ment. \Ve ask ourselves, what is ahead? 

The neighborly atmosphere of the 

past leaves us with nostalgic memories 

recalling its quaint customs and simple 

demands, when to the jingle of sleigh 

bells, we, the young "fry" made a run 

for the wood rack or sleigh to get free 

transportation to our friendly mer

chants' store. \Ve realize how well 

situated we were as a community with 

our own type of shopping centre. 

vVith a certain sense of loss for the 

colorful image that has passed into 

history, and with business ever assum

ing new patterns, we can still look for

ward with confidence, that posterity 

equally endowed as were our pioneers, 

will carry on their aristocratic heritage. 

-S. 0. Bjerring
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WHAT PRICE GLORY 

An address delivered at the Annual Concert of the Icelandic Canadian Club February 16, 1965 

in Winnipeg, by the REVEREND SVEINBJORN S. OLAFSSON 

I want to compliment the Committee 
in charge of this evening for its courage 
or rashness, in inviting a preacher to 
speak. It is generally thought that the 
men of the Cloth, have poor, if not very 
poor, terminal facilities. I promise that 
I will try to stay within .the 35 minute 
limit that has been imposed upon me. 
I will keep in mind the fact that most 
peole are saved in the first 15 minutes. 
Most preachers have an additional 
fault, at least one, and that is, always 
preaching regardless of what subject 
they take to speak on. A colored min
ister, preaching for a friend of his, ar
rived a full 40 minutes before the ser
vice. His friend said to him ,that if 
he wished to look over his notes or 
otherwise prepare himself for his ser
mon, he was welcome to use his study. 
Said the guest speaker, "I do not need 
to prepare myself for I can preach on 
any subject the congregation ·wishes 
me to speak on without a moment's 
preparation". v\Then he was introduced 
the congregation was told that the 
preacher this morning was a re
markable man in that he could preach 
on any subject they ·wanted him to 
preach on. An old gentleman in a back 
pew arose to his feet and said, "I would 
like to have him preach on Pills". The 
preacher began: "Brothers and Sisters, 
there are all kinds of Pills; there are 
white Pills and there are brown Pills; 
there arc small Pills and there are 
large Pills, but the Pills that I am go
ing to preach about are the Gospills". 

Judge Linda!, in a letter said that 
I could choose my own subject. But 
I noticed that in the next line he said: 
"I often wonder why ,it is that Iceland
ers have accomplished so much, be
ing so few". I knew that he was being 
helpful. I gave this subject some 
thought for I have often wondered 
about that myself. I soon discovered 
that the subject was beyond my depth. 
There is one thing that comes to my 
mind, which must ,certainly be a part 
of the answer and that is, the Creator 
made us out of good material and in 
the main, put us together well. What
ever I may add to this, rightly belongs 
under this head. It is neither prudent 
nor safe to quote an Icelandic source 
here; therefore I shall quote, very 
briefly, C. S. V. Coneybear and Lord 
James Bryce, as Ellsworth Huntington 
quotes them in his book, "The Char
acter of Races". From Coneybear: "It 
was indeed a migration en masse, and 
that, too, not of the meanest of the 
population .... on the contrary, the 
noblest and worthiest of the land, the 
most peaceably disposed, and -the most 
cultivated, formed the bulk of the mi
grant host." The quotation from Lord 
Bryce is much in the same vein. Stating 
that the Norse were one of the world's 
competent races, he writes: "The Jarls 
were Jarls by virtue of inherited ability 
and from this group were selected 
those who loved freedom and were 
adventuresome. Thus it was the best 
of the best who founded Iceland." 
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This is praise indeed. Few if any Ice
landers will disagree rwith this. Into 
this "good material" is built a certain 
,t o u g h n e s s, tenacity, perseverance, 
stubborness, ( call it what you rwill) 
that enables them to hang on when 
the going gets rough. The Icelandic 
word is "seigla". In this connection I 
think of the story of Jacob of old, how 
he wrestled with a man. After he had 
put Jacob's thigh out of joint, he said: 
"Let me go, for the day is breaking." 
To which Jacob replied: "I will not 
let thee go, unless you bless me." Ten
acity thus is determined to wrest some
thing from every difficulty. \Ve do not 
need to search far to find an illustra
ion of this. Prior to the migration from 
Iceland in the second half of the 19th 
century, frost, ice, volcanic erruption, 
and starvation that followed, did not 
deter these courageous and venture
some people. They still had enough 
left to dare long, difficult, and danger
ous travel to Utah in 1855, to Brazil, 
S. A. in 1863, and to North America 
in 1870. It is impossible to tell before 
hand how an individual is going to 
react to adversity. It seems to me that 
difficulties bring out the best in the 
Icelandic character. This is one of 
their survival qualities. They have had 
to call upon it constantly through the 
past centuries. It is said of the eagle 
that when the storm rages it tips its 
wings in such a way that it is lifted by 
the wind above the storm. This shows 
resourcefulness. Icelanders have this 
quality highly developed. They have 
built their dwellings with materials at 
hand. They have worn shoes made 
from shark's skin. They have had to 
be resourceful or perish. 

One more thing should be mention
ed, education. This too is a part of 
the known factor, "good material". 
Icelanders have used the long winter 
nights for reading. The long 1win:er 

nights did not produce this habit. 
Other people live in the same latitude 
and have not taken to reading. One 
of the major reasons why our fore
fathers settled Iceland was that they 
were "peaceably disposed". This is the 
reason why so much writing has come 
out of Iceland. When education and 
intelligence are mingled with character 
the result is an unbeatable combina
tion. They have loved education per se. 
Naturally, it has often been provincial, 
about life in Iceland; farming, fishing, 
fjords, and blood relatives; yet it is re
markable how they have followed 
world events and maintained a world 
view, having been mostly ,isolated until 
the present period. 

There is another side to this coin, 
so to speak. I am trying my best not 
to preach to you. In spite of all 
mv trving, a scripture text comes to 
mind: " . .. unto f'\vhom much is given, 
of him much will be required." You 
may wonder why Icelanders have ac
compli.shed so much being so few, I 
wonder why they have not accomplish
ed more than they have. ·why do I say 
this? Pick up an issue of the Icelandic 
Canadian and you will find an impres
sive list of names of people of Icelandic 
extraction under such headings as: \Vim 
Scholarship; Award v\rinner; Brilliant 
Academic Career: Graduates with dis
tinction; Honorable standing, etc. Na

turally we are pleased and proml to 
,ee this. These arc people of great 
promise. Our hopes soar high and we 
expect much from them. Many of these 
do not disappoint us, for thev become 
outstanding indidcluals in their chosen 
field. But what of the many from whom 
1\-e clo not hear, who could have reach
ed the top but did not? \\Thy do not Ice
landers accomplish more? The reaso:1 
for this is anybody's guess. Three things 
come to mind. First, ,it is one thing to 
excel in book learning, grasping quick-
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ly and accurately the content from a 
printed page, and quite another to excel 
c1.midst the vicissitudes of life. Second, 
is it that we arc one time winner.,? Is it 
possible that many of our gifted stu
dents, having made a brilliant scholastic 
record, are satisfied to hide behind this 
image? All nations praise their great 
men, and Icela:1d no less. The c;:i.siest 
and most deadly way of fooling one
self is to praise dead heroes instead 
of trying to be one. This is a pitfall 
especially dangerous to us. Third, too 
many are lacking in motivation, in 
dedication to a high and worthy goal. 
This is a general short-comin,� in the 
world today, so we should not unclulv 
c?ndcmn !celanclcrs here . "A dclcg;_ 
t10n of five clergymen, representing 
the National Conference of Chrsitians 
and Jc,rs, studied the religious and 
political situation in ten countries of 
Europe, including Russia and Poland, 
and reported that they had found two 
nations throbbing with energy and 
purpose-Israel a,nd the Soviet Union. 
Both of these knew where thev were 
going and were bending all th�ir en
ergies toward that goal." This being 
a general malady over the world, docs 
not excuse us nor do we want to over
look it. Theodore Roosevelt once said: 
"The leaders of the world have no un
usual brilliance nor superior intel
ligence nor abilty, but they are dedi
cated to their task and as a result their 
abilities arc maximized.". 

"They are dedicated to their task.'' 
It is a matter of motivation, and conse
cration to the highest ideals. \Vhen 
this is done "abilities are maximized". 
Intellectual greatness is not the same 
as greatness of soul or character, for 
maximum result these must be com
bined. 1 ·wish that Icelanders every
where had a twinge of conscience re
garding this matter. Samuel Johnson 
said a N. T. text hung over him like 

a suspended sword, namely: " .. unto 
·whom much is given, much will be
required."

In spite of it all-Icelanders are 
forging ahead. It used to be that Ice
land's export was chiefly fish and wool. 
Now this is changed. The best and 
costliest (to Iceland) export today is
young men and 0women who go abroad
to specialize in their chosen profes
sions, who do not go back to Iceland 
to apply their trade. Iceland is crowd
ed 1\·ith specialists now. l\Iy old friend 
Skuli B1·arnason in Los Ano-cles tells 

c:, ' 

me that he knmvs of 3 or 4 students 
there who have married American wo
men and do not intend to return to 
Iceland. If one knew of all that do 
this, the figure would be impressive. 
There are no less than 20 Universities 
in the United States that are now teach
ing Icelandic, Old Icelandic or Norse. 
There are many more that list Nor
wegian. It is difficult to teach Nor
wegian without dipping into Icelandic. 
Icelandic is coming into its own. \Ve 
rejoice over this. But this too, make, 
heavy demainds for specialists in these 
fields from the mother country. 

So far this mental drain is not visible 
in Iceland. There life is vibrant both 
of body and mind. No generation in 
Iceland's long history has travelled 
the country as the present one. The 
youth is exceptionally active, travelling 
the country from corner to corner; ski
ing, skating, climbing mountains, swim
ming ,etc. vVe all rejoice that one of 
our countrymen, Halkl6r Kiljan Lax
ness has won the much coveted award, 
the Nobel Prize for Literature. Iceland 
has many able poets and ,vriter., still. 
It is safe to say that Iceland excels all 
other nations in the number of books, 
periodicals, and newspapers pri,nted, 
per capita. The nation is also gifted 
in the fields of mu.sic, painting, sculp
ture, and woodcarvings. Iceland is no 
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longer an isolated island in the North 
Atlantic, "Langt fra oorum pj6oum", 
but is strategically located both in war 
and peace. It uses the most advanced 
methods on land, on sea and in the air. 
Reykjavik, in fashion, is the Paris of 
the North; in popular songs and dance, 
it is the New York of Europe. 

\Vhat is the task before us? It is the 
same as it has ever been, namely, to do 
our level best in whatever endeavour 
we find our.selves engaged. But in ad
dition to that the following is exeed
ingly timely. First, to make Iceland 
and its past accomplishments known 
to the world. Vilhjalmur Stefansson 
called Iceland "The First American 
Republic". It may well be the oldest 
existing Republic in the world. Ice
land has done much for freedom. It 
has never lost its love for democracy, 
it has kindled the spirit of freedom 
in many and been a sentinel of free
dom for centuries. Freedom is the 
truest and deepest desire of every Ice
lander and has been for a thousand 
yearn. This is a story that new and 
rising nations today need to hear. The 
Sag-as are a powerful handle to 
implement Iceland's freedom story. 
Second, to set the record straig-ht about 
Leif Eiriksson is an immediate nec
essitv. Herc is a son of Ireland who 
won fame given to but few mortals, 
yet milliom of people the world over 
are iimora,nt about him or his epoch
making exploits. Speaking to Ireland
ers about the need of writing the life 

and saga of Leif Eiriksson they reply, 
"everybody knows that L. E. discover
ed America." This is far from the 
truth. Now is the time to write such 
a book because of the rene,-ved interest 
in this subject created by the archaeo
logical finds in Newfoundland. Third, 
what a story could be written about 
the settling of Iceland; the establish
ment of Althing; its golden age and 
then move on to tell the story of 
Greenland and then Vinland. Of 
course this is too much material for 
one book. I am not thinking in terms 
of exhaustive material, rather a fast 
moving and action filled story. It 
should be written in a popular style. 
·what a moving picture it would make.
There is only one fight in any one
generation. This is a task for this gen
eration.

\Vhat price glory? \Vhat is the glory 
we are talking about? The glory of 
Iceland's past. (It ought to be told). It 
is al&o the glory of Iceland's present. 
(This story we are telling in spite of 
ourselves). And the glory that the 
Creator has entrusted us with gifts of 
abilities. vVhat price? The price is 
fabulom, nothing short of a complete 
dedication of all of our native powers, 
to the highest goals. Only thus shall we 
develop our abilities to the fullest 
degree. It is nature's law "use them or 
lose them". vVe owe it to ourselves and 
to our fellowmen, for" .... unto whom 
much is given, of him much will be re
quired." 

........... _. ,,  _____ -- ·-- -· ·•--· -- - �- . -- -
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
Leif Erikson Day, 1964 

By the President of the United States of America 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS Leif Erikson, Norseman, son of Erik the Red and great seafarer, 
in the year 1000 valiantly explored ,the shores of the American Continent; 
and 

·wHEREAS the intrepid exploits of the Vikings of Erikson's time strike. a:
responsive chord in the hearts of all the Americ�n people, who. as a nation are
today embarked upon an adventurous explorat10n of the unfathomed realms 
of space; and 

·wHEREAS many of our citizens of Scandinavian descent take inspiration
from and annually celebrate Leif Eiriksson's momentous voyage; and 

\VHEREAS the Congress of the United States by a joint resolution approved 
September 2, 196-1, has authorized the President of the United States to proclaim 
October 9 in each year as Leif Erikson Day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby designate Friday, October 9, 1964, as Leif Erikson 
Day and direct Government officials to display ,the flag on all Government build
ings on that day. Further, I invite the people of the United States ,to honor on 
that clay the memory of Leif Eiriksson by holding appropriate exercises and 
ceremonies in schools and churches, or other suitable places. 

IN \VITNESS \VHEREOF, I have hereto set my hand and caused the Seal 
of the United States ,to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of \Vashington this second day of September .in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and eighty-ninth. 

By the President: LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State. 

The Icelandic Canadian is glad to 
publish the above Proclamation. 

All that needs to be said is that 
words such as "Norseman" and "Nor
dic" must be given 1their ample con
notation. Carleton S. Coon in "The 
Races of Europe" (1938) claimed that 
the word 'Nordic' ·was the most famous 
word in anthropology. He went on to 
say that the Duke of Windsor was a 
typical Nordic. The word "Norseman" 
is only a little less famous as it does 
not include the Low Germans, the 
Frisians and the Anglo-Saxons. A 
Norseman founded Normandy and an-

other Norseman founded Kiev. Norse
men settled Iceland and preserved the 
language ithey brought with them
Old Icelandic or Old Norse. 

In a narrower and philologically 
more correct sense the word "Norse
men" refers to the peeople of ancient 
Scandinavia who lived in what is now 
Norway, and includes the people who 
migrated from that area to Iceland 
and The ·western Islands. ·whether 
used in the wide or narrow sense the 

word "Norsemen" includes the settlers 

of Iceland. 
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LARRY THOR IN NEW ROLE 

James Franciscus, star of the "Mr. Novak" series, and Larry Thor, one of its teachers, hold copy 

of 'Ihor's new record album "Galloping on my Dinosaur". Its twelve songs, written and sung 

by Thor, are released by world famous Columbia Records on its Harmony label. The songs are 
published by Hill and Range Songs, Inc., (BMI). This photo was taken on location with "Mister 

Novak" in Culver City, California. 

Larry Thor has been famous for a 
number of years as narrator, an
nouncer and actor in Hollywood. He 
currently is one of <the teachers in the 
well known T.V. series "Mister No
vak" which appears on Canadian as 
well as American networks. 

But it is only recenuly that he has 
burst upon the scene as a writer and 
composer of what he calls "Fun Songs 

for Children". They are twelve in num
ber and the following are the titles: 

Sad Day, Lonely Day; The Gimme Pig; 

'When You Hurt; Picnic; Answer Every 

Question; Matinee Lullaby; Scary 

Song; Since You Went Away; Worry 

Time; T.V. Song; Lullaby; Galloping 

On My Dinosaur. 
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Larry's own comments follow: 

"Most of the ideas for the songs m 

this album have come from practical 

experience; it seems to me that kids 

and adults are really the same, but in 

different uniforms. 'Sad Day, Lonely 

Day' is perhaps ithe most accurate song 

about kids in the entire album. Kids 

are to.m between what they want to do 

and what they know they have to do 

to keep people around. It's not a sad 

song; it's matter-of-fact, like kids. 'The 

Gimme Pig'? Every child has it, is it. 

You almost have to forbid it. You 

have to stop ,the momentum of 'gim-

me' -they really need help when they 

are in the 'gimme' chant. 

"I think feelings can be re-arranged; 

that's what '\Vhen You Hurt' is about. 

I see people pick up a child who has 

been hurt and tell him to be brave. 

They should say, and mean, that they 

know it hurts and ,that crying may 

help-the kid's better off if he can hurt. 

'Picnic' is a mischief song; I tried to 

poke fun at the idea that kids on a 

picnic will be what we want them to 

be-that is, as Little irri•tation as pos

sible. 'Answer Every Question' came 

right from my son, Cameron. We woke 

up early one cool morning and as he 

sat in the air vent, catching 1the heat, 

I asked him what he wanted to be 

when he grew up. 'You'll see,' he said. 

And that's really a multi-barrelled 

proposition: innocent, yet loaded. 

lullaby for the midday nap-that's 

when it's really tough to get them to 

sleep. 'Scary Song' is for Cameron and 

my <laugher Kristina-there are verses 

for each of them. It starts out innocent

ly and then the music and the story 

develop an ominous feel. 'Since You 

\Vent Away' is like so many children's 

conversations. If one child meets an

other they cheer the other up by talk

ing of violence, of bad conditions. 

'\\Torry Time' is about what kids worry 

most about-what they're not caught 

at; it's very difficult for them to deal 

with guilt. 

"One of the chief functions of tele-

vision is to give mother a rest. The 

kid is doing her a service when he 

watches; that's what 'TV' song' is about. 

'Galloping on My Dinosaur' has a dif

ferent attitude than the others. It', 

just a rollicking old song about a kid 

with a non-existent pal. I think we'll 

always be fascinated with dinosaurs 

and a little sorry we weren't around to 

ride them. 'Lullaby' is a piece of mis

chief. If you tell kids not to think 

about something, that's exactly what 

they're going to think about. I think 

it's easier for them to go to bed if they 

ramble around among things like 

crocodiles". 

"Fun for Children" has been nomi

nated for the Granny Award for the 

best children's record of the year. 

Larry Thor (Lawrence Thorstein

son), is the son of Mrs. Kristin Thor-

" 'l\Iatinee Lullaby', was a musical in- steinson, who now lives with her mar

spiration; it came out of the lovely ried daur[hter in Winnipeg, and the 

chord progressions. I put it into a late Gudmundur 0. Thorsteinson, who 

.. 
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as so many others, was inspired by the 
late Magnus Bjarnason, poet and fic
tion writer, to seek a higher educa•tion. 
He graduated from the University of 
Manitoba and taught school for many 
years. Another son, Chris Thorstein
son who resides in Brandon, has a 
weekly hour on ,the Brandon T.V. 

Larry was born in Lundar, Man. 
August 27, 1916. He started in radio 

work in 1937, was on various stations 
in Eastern Canada until 1946, when he 
reached Los Angeles and has been m 

radio and T.V. work ever since. 

Larry had four children by his first 

wife and has three children by his 

second wife Jean, nee Hmvell: Kristina 

6, Cameron 4 and Leifur Hayden in 

his first year. 

Represented Icelandic Society Of Edmonton 

Carole Arason 

Miss Carole Arason, representing 
the Icelandic Society of Edmonton, Al
berta, was among young ladies who 

represented various ethnic groups in 
the city during observance of United 
Nations Week in November. A feature 
of the week was a monster parade down 
Jasper Avenue to U.N. flag raising 
ceremonies at Edmonton City Hall. 
Riding in convevtibles with suitable 
crests were the queen candidates of 
the various ethnic groups. Another 
feature was a smorgasbord dinner in 
aid of the UNICEF children's fund in 
the new Scandinavian Centre at which 

all queen candidates were honored 

guests. Miss Arason wore an authentic 

Icelandic costume with typical silver 

filigree, loaned for the occasion by 

Mrs. Harry Goodacre of Red Deer. The 

costume was a gift from Iceland to her 

mother, Mrs. A. Asmundson, and has 

been seen on many ,ceremonial oc

casions in Edmonton. 

Miss Carole is the daughter of Mr. 

and Mrs. \,Valter Arason and grand

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Sigurdur 

Arason of International Falls, Min

nesota. 
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Vinland Ruins Unearthed In Newfoundland 

National Geographic Vol. 126 No. 5 (November, 1964) 

The
_ 

Icelandic Canadian wishes to thank the National Geographic Society for permission to 
reprmt excerpts from the article: "Vinland Ruins Prove Vikings Found the :---ew ·world"- Ed. 

While the voyages of Leif Ericsson 
are part of the history of the world and 
scholars have always known about the 
accounts of early Viking attempts at 
colonization in Nonth America cen
turies before Columbus, the exaat lo
cation of these Scandinavian settle
ments have continued to be a subject 
for speculaition and considerable dis
agreement throughout -the ages. ·writ
ten accounts ,there were of these voy
ages and -these settlements but actual 
concrete evidence of them has eluded 
historians and arahaeologists until the 
discoveries within the past 1three or 
four years at L'Anse Au Meadow in 
northern Newfoundland. The ruins 
which have been discoverecl there 
point to this spot as 1the location of 
such a settlement nearly a thousand 
years ago. 

The Norwegian anthropologist, 
Helge Ingstad, gives a fascinating ac
count of the discovery in the November 
�964 edition of the National Geograph
ic magazine (published -in ·washing
ton, D.C.). Mr. Ingstad and his wife 
have devoted the pas,t decade to seek
ing Leif Eiricsson's thousand-year-old 
trail from Greenland to Vinland. He 
expresses his feelings in this way: 

"Long unrewarded, my own search 
had been a determined one. Years of 
exploration lay behind, years of 
combing thousands of miles of Atlant
ic coastline of North America guided 
by the old Icelandic sagas. Fin;lly luck 

was with me, and my theory was con
firmed at L'Anse Au Meadow, where 
our third and climactic season of work 
was now underway. 

"Topping all was the final verdict of 
radio-carbon analysis from the site. 
The average date of ten charcoal 
samples from fire-hearths, pits, and 
the smithy worked out to the neighbor
hood of A.D. 900. The first Norsemen 
came about ,the year 1000, -but the 
wood tha,t they burned in their fires 
undoubtedly included much long-dead 
driftwood, which abounds in Sacred 
Bay. Carbon dating starts from the 
time the tree dies, not from when the 
wood is burned." 

A similar conclusion was to be 
drawn from an examination of the 
fragments of iron found on the site. 

"Careful digging yielded fragments 
of worked iron and of -the natural, loc
al bog iron. Several hundred pieces of 
slag looked like the refuse from iron 
smelting. 

"This was important evidence in 
favour of the site being Norse, for 
neither Eskimos nor Indians in the 
area knew how to smelt or hot-forge 
iron. Carbon-I 4 dating assigned the 
smithy to Viking days. And it is very 
unlikely that later Euror)eans comino-' b 

to these shores, would haw employed 
such a primitive smelting :teohnique." 

Ingstad'.s views-views ·which he has 
held for many years-on the location 
of Vinland are of interest: 
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"Historians have long accepted as 
fact 1that the Norsemen reached Amer
ica. But where did they settle? \Vhere 
exactly was Vinland nhe Good? 

"Speculations have •placed it in sites 
ranging along 1the whole enormous 
coastline from Chesapeake Bay in the 
south to Hudson Bay in the North. 
But the evidence has heretofor never 
survived scientific scrutiny. 

Vinland was Leif Ericsson's name for 
the land he found on his great voyage 
west. Although the sagas, partly by al
lusion to short sailing routes to Amer
ica, indicate that Vinland was a nor
thern place, most scholars have 
believed -that vin referred -to wild 
grapes; thus they have placed Vinland 
rather far south on the Atlantic coast: 
near Boston, on Cape Cod, Martha's 
Vineyard, or Long Island, among many 
sites. 

I saw it differently. I came to share 
with Swedish philologist Sven Soder
berg the conviction that "vin " in Vin
land had nOithing to do with grapes, 
but instead was used in the old Norse 
sense of "grass " or "grazing lands". 
From this and other reasoning, I ad
vanced in my book Landet Under
Leidarstjernen the theory that Vinland 
must most logically be looked for in 
northern N ewfounclland." . . .. 

"I also felt strongly tha,t Sigurd Ste[
ans.wn's famous Icelandic map of the 
late 1500's reflected sound tradition. 
On this chart a long projection from 
the American mainland is labelled 
Promontorium Winlandiae, the prom
ontory of Vinland. It bears a striking 
resemblance to Newfoundland Island." 

"Furthermore I read the sagas rather 
literally as to courses, landmarks, and 
sai·ling times. I believed that inform
ation about the sea and ships would 
be likely to survive uncorrupted in tra
ditions of a seafaring people". 

"\Vhen the Norsemen, coasted south 
along Labrador pushed by the strong 
Labrador current, they ·would almost 
inevitably sight and hold their course 
toward northermost Newfoundland. 
They could hardly avoid a landfall 
there." 

"In I 953 my wife and I had ,cruised 
in a small motorboat along the west 
coast of Greenland. At Sandnes, near 
the present-day capital Godthab, we 
saw where Danish archaeologists had 
excavated a farm thought to be that of 
Thorfinn Karlsefni, who was first to 
attempt a permanent colony in North 
America. One find was a quartzite ar-

rowhead, a projectile point of a style 
and a material foreign to Greenland 
but familiar in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. It was thus perhaps a sou
venir from the New \Vorld." 

"The house site on Karlsefni's farm 
also yielded a lump of anthracite coal. 
Greenland has bituminous coal, but 
no anthracite; nor is hard coal found 
in Iceland or Norway. Did Karlsefni 
collect this coal in America on ,the 
long southward yoyage the sagas say 
he made? Later, near Newport, Rhode 
Island, I saw anthracite in the only out
crop of this coal on North America's 
east coast. Is this deposit the source 
of the lump of coal found nearly one 
thow;and years later on Greenland\ 
west coast:-" 

Ings.:ad describes the historical back
ground of these modern-day dis· 
coverics: 

"Icelandic sagas that tell about the 
Vinland voyages presumahly were ·writ
ten in the 13th and Hth cen:urics. 
Before that, the stories had been passed 
down orally from generation to gener
ation." 

"First we hear about Bjarni Her
julfsson. He sailed from Iceland soon 
after 986, seeking to join his father in 
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Greenland. Driven far southwest by 
bad weather, he sighted unfamiliar 
coastline, low lying and forest covered. 
Farther along, he sa,v still another 
la,nd, also flat and forest-clad. Sailing 
on-it must have been northward-he 
found a third land, this one covered 
with mountains and glaciers. ·without 
-landing anywhere, he turned back out
to sea and finally reached Greenland."

"But the wild wind of mystery came 
singing stronger and stronger out of 
the west. Heeding its call, Leif Ericsson 
planned an expedition. He would take 
advantage of Bjarni's findings, and 
even bought Bjarnis' ship. A saga de
scribes Leif as "big and strong, of 
striking appearance, shrewd, and in 
every respect a temperate fair-dealing 
man." 

"Ericsson plotted his course to reach 
first ,the far-north land that Bjarni had 
seen last. That barren place, probably 
Ifaffin Island, he named Helluland 
(Land of Flat Stones.)" 

"Leif the Lucky" sailed on .south
ward and found low forested land and 
white sand beaches. This he called 
Markland (Woodland). It was prob
ably Labrador. Onward he sailed for 
two days and nights and finally arrived 
at a third place-it may have been L' 
Anse Au l\Ieadow-which tempted the 
searfarers with fine grazing grounds, 
salmon, and timber. The sagas tell -:,1., 

that Leif built "Iarge houses" there 
and that he "gave the land a name in 
accordance with the good things they 
found in it, calling it Vinland. He re
mained a year, returning then to 
Greenland." 

Now came the turn of Leif's brother 
Thorvald. He reached Leif's settlement 
in Vinland and stayed there. He was 
apparently the first European to meet 
with the American natives, the "Skr�
lings." They fought, and Thorvald was 
killed by an arrow." 

"Thorfinn Karlsefni was ambitious 
to set up a permanent colony in the 
new country. From Greenland he 
mounted a grand expedition-three 
ships and about 160 passengers, in
cluding women. He also brought live
stock. He stayed in Vinland three years, 
finding the Skr�lings so numerous and 
warlike that the settlers concluded 
there would never be peace. The na
tives' boats were "so many that the 
bay appeared sown with coals". 

"So Karlsefni returned to Green
land. His wife, the beautiful Gudrid, 
brought back a small boy named 
Snorri, the first European born in Am
erica." 

"The last known Vinland voyage 
had the first woman leader: Freydis, 
Leif's half sister, who ruthlessly assert
ed her authority by murdering all the 
other women of the party with her 
own axe. A fierce female, a true Val
kyrie!" 

Ingstad's account of how he proceed
ed to intercept the trail of the Vin
land voyagers reads like a modern-day 
voyage of discovery. 

"One day, after many disappoint
ments, I asked yet another fisherman 
my routine question. He scratched the 
ba{:k of his head and said "vVell, not 
so long ago George Decker over at 
L'Anse Au Meadow was talking about 
some ruins there." " 

"\Ve were off at once to L'Anse Au 
Meadow, near the tip of Newfound
land Island. Here a few houses huddled 
at the sea edge. The village had only 
eleven families, all fishermen, people 
who speak Engish with a characteristic 
accent. No road read1es the place." 

"George Decker, a domineering 
man, but with warm hmnorous eyes, 
was there to greet us. I asked about 
ruins, and Decker said: "Yes, there is 
something like that over at Black 
Duck Brook." 

j 
' 
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"A few minutes walk to the south
west brought us to Black Duck Brook, 
splashing through scrub willow and 
grass down to the shore. Cattle and 
sheep grazed on some of the most nor
therly good pastureland on Canada's 
Atlantic coast. An inviting place, 
peaceful and untouched." 

Ingstad describes the scene in further 
detai>l, and points out how it dovetails 
with the account of "Leif' Ericsson's 
arrival in the New \Vorld, as narrated 
in the sagas called "the Flatey Book". 

The excavating then began. The 
work was in the hands of Icelandic, 
Swedish and Norwegian archaeologists. 
"Important features of the structures 
excavated by these experts conform to 
the similar pattern of Norse cuhure 
which has been studied for a long time 
in Greenland, Iceland, and Scandi
navia." 

By the time the first season of work 
had been completed "we had discover
ed ,traces of seven structures and some 
curious pits. \Ve had unearthed a few 
very rusty nails, lumps of slag, ancl 
other finds quite unlike those known 
from settlements of Indians, Eskimos, 
or people from colonial times." 

"In 1962 and 1963 I organized new 
expeditions, principally financed by 
Norwegian scierntific foundations and 
individual donors in my country. But 
I also got valuable support from the 
Government of Newfoundland, the 
Department of Nor.them Affairs and 
Natural Resources of Canada, the 
Royal Canadian Air Force and Navy, 
and from an American, Dr. Terris 
Moore, through the Arctic Institute of 
North America." 

"For its major contribution to my 
last expedition, I am indebted to the 
National Geographic Society, not only 
for -its financial help, but also because 

the Society gave the expedition valu
able scientific and practical aid." 

"The last two seasons' work filled 
in many gaps in our knowledge. Anne 
Stine (the author's wife) found that the 
big house (whose outlines had been 
uncovered in the excavation) measured 
70 by 55 feet. It had five or six rooms, 
with several fireplaces and a floor of 
hard-packed sand and clay." 

"In most of the buildings, lower 
walls consisted of turf, for the obvious 
reason that no stone is available near
by. ·wood probably served for the 
upper walls and roof." 

In commenting upon the disappear
ance of 1this and other ancient settle
ments, Ingstad points out: 

"These Norsemen in ,the New "\Vorld 
,were in a much more dangerous situ
ation than Columbus and his compan
ions. Columbus had firearms. The 
Norse had to fight with hand weapons 
against an enemy superior in num
bers." 

"One summer day last year a plane 
droned over L'Anse Au Meadow and 
landed in the bay. A fisheman rowed 
two visitors ashore. I welcomed the 
two well-known American archaeolog
ists Henry Collins of the Smithsonian 
Institu,tion and Junius Bird of the Am
erican Museum of Natural History. 
Dr. Collins, an expert on primitive 
cultures of Arctic America, had come 
to evaluate our findings for the Na-
1tional Georgraphic Society. 

"I waited eagerly to hear what our 
guests ,rnuld have to say, but I asked 
no questions. Henry Collins' first dec
laration was prompt, brief and precise: 
"These sites are definitely not Eskimo 
or Indian." 

Ingstad concludes ,his article: 

"After three years of digging, the 
field work is done. At my suggestion 
the Government of Newfoundland has 



34 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Spring 1965 

built she1ters to protect the most im
portant foundations. 

On our last day I walk around all 
the excavations. They speak to me, 
intimately now, about a brave and 
simple people. I look a,t the empty 
smithy with the broken anvil, the great 
hall with the hearth and ember pit, 
and all the other mementoes of these 
people of the past. 

L'Anse Au l\feadow is rippling gold 
in the sunset. N orthwarcl, Belle Isle 
looms 1'ike a fairy castle. Farther off, 
day dims along the Labrador shore, 
where the Vinland voyagers came 
coasting south almost 1000 years ago. 
I easily visualize the scene. I can see 

the smoke rising from the smithy and 
hear the rhythmic sound of hammer
ing. Groups sit around fires in the 
houses, talking about the new and 
amazing land ,they have come to. 

Think of the courage of those Norse
men, setting out to sea in open boats, 
·wives on some voyages, compasses on
none; driven by lust for adventure,
and by the need ta find good new
land where families could sebtle and
live.

"Thus it was that young sailors 
stood once under a square sai,l gazing 
wonderingly across the water iwhere a 
strange coastline rose from rhe sea
the New \Vorld." 

Elected President of Engineers 

S. J. Borgford 

S. J. Borgfonl of \Vinnipeg was 
elected president of the Association of 

Professional Engineers of Manitoba at 
the annual meeting in December in 
\Vinnipeg. Born, raised and educated 
in Winnipeg l\Ir. Borgford has been 
with the architectural firm of Green 
Blankstein Russelil Associates since 
1957, prior to which he was a consult
ant, also assistant professor of civil 
engineering at the University of Man
itoba and employed by Defence Indus
tries Limited at Montreal, Quebec. 
He is president and a director of the 
Co-Operative Housing Association of 
Manitoba, a director of the C.U. Fin
ancial Services and a former chairman 
of the Indian-l\Ictis Conference. Mr. 

Borgford is the son of the late Thor

steinn and Gudrun Borgford who for 

many years took a prominent part in 

Icelandic community affairs in \Vin

nipeg. 
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THE RITE OF SPRING 

Harried ghosts, :they whisper in their pain; 
Demented, twisted things that crippled 
Scamper over corpses in the white light 
Of a dying moon, searching for 
Deep shadows of autumnal nights. 
Unrepentant souls that gibber with 
The fear of being seen, they scurry 

From dark to dark across woven 
Patches of the waning light, huddling 
Between the roots of trees, beneath 
The shadow of a stricken branch, 
Beside a ragged hulk of bark. 
Above them cry 1the voices of the damned, 
Half dead, alive, suspended in 

A life in death, a death in life 
They rub their hands and squeal their fears, 
Mourning a dirge that stirs guilty souls 

To search for a darker place. About them 
In a leper's white, Deaith passes 
With a silent hand until the whispers 

Clamour with each gust of wind. 
On every side descending darkness 
Infuses light until the feeble glow 
Of white-capped waves engulfed by moaning sound 
Recall Leander's fatal night. 

Beneath the matted boughs a fear streaked figure prowls 

Among the dead, trembling at the sight 
And sound of his infirmity, counting each 
Brown and withered shape against 
The minute of his life. Unwilling to be born 
Again he searches carefully around ,the tree 
Of life. A priest of darkness who desires 

That his god be satisfied to let the world 
Limp slowly on, un-nourished by the blood and flesh 
Of age, the flesh and blood of youth; 
Willing to forgo the growth of spring, 

To keep a winter globe, a globe of brown, 
The larger murder based upon a single death. 

35 
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A second figure steps from the shade 

And casts a challenge with a golden bough 

Of oak. The twilight space between the trees 

Lies transfixed as marbled figures strain 

In silent hate. So Hector strove against 

Achilles· searching spear outside the walls 

Of Troy, his stolen blood-stained self inviting 

Death's sharp thrust. Pale light reflects from steel 

Which swirls in slashing arcs. Upon their frames 

The light and shade mould grotesque shapes: 

Hollow sockets in a skull 

Contend with ,pits of flame. 

Swords disappear in murk, then catch 

The light to shine as glass, ascending 

And descending until 

The challenger strikes home. 

Cold statues on a colder stage, they pause 

While life imp11ints the frosty ground with life 

And passes through the darkened steel •to stir 

Unquiet thoughts amongst the triumph in the brain. 

Gusting fo11th, ·the wind scatters 

Leaves in bursts about the rigid forms. 

The sword arm drops. Its master creeps 

A way, already fearful of the coming rain. 

Spring 1965 

-W. D. Valgardson
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THE BAND PLA VS ON by FLORENCE PRATT 

The 95 piece Foam Lake-Wynyard 
school uni!t band which has been play
ing to capacity audiences during the 
past year is more than just another 
school band. 

It represents the united effont and 
dreams of many persons over the past 
50 years or more, in a district from 
Wynyard, Sask. on the west to Theo
dore, Sask. on the east. 

The people of the district, at one 
time of basically Icelandic 011igin, have 
always displayed a keen interest in 
music. From time to time there have 
been bands, orchestras and other music
al activity. But none quite equalled 
the massed bands of the entire school 
unit, directed by Valdimar Bjarnason, 
which makes up the present organiz
aition. 

"Valdi" Bjarnason of Wynyard is 
the son of the town's first bandmaster, 
Siggi Bjarnason, who conducted a 14 
piece group back in 1910-11. 

Since that time, until the present, 
thought of a band, either one which 
functioned or one which might func
tion, was never far from the minds of 
musically interested personnel of the 
town and district. 

During the late l930's, under the 
baton of Cy Ireson, a Wynyard band 
distinguished itself at music festivals 
in the district. But a war came and the 
boys le£t to make mus,ic of another 
kind. 

By 1950, the "let's have a band" 
movement began again. A few of the 
boys were back from the war, among 
them Valdi Bjarnason, who at the age 
of 15 had won the class B trumpet solo 
award at a provincial music festival. 

Another on hand at Wynyard was 
Bud Bergthorson, also a provincial 
festival award winner. 

'With the support of several local 
groups, including the Lion's Club and 
the Wynyard Home and School Associ
aoion, a band, complete with uniforms, 
under joint direction of Valdi and 
Bud, was playing both locally and at 
several provincial functions. 

Under the baton of Valdi Bjarrnason 
the Wynyard Lions Band won awards 
at a Moose Jaw band festival and a 
Saskatoon Travellers' Day ,parade. 

But Bud Bergthorson lefa town, and 
many of the student personnel also 
drifted away. 

Keeping a band together seemed a 
pretty up-hill task. Bandmaster Bjarna
son began to have doubts a band 
could ever be held together for any 
length of time. 

It was at ,this point, the provincial 
education department decided in a 
province-wide plan to install a music 
director in every school unit. 

Valdi Bjarnason of Wynyard, was a 
natural for the Foam Lake-Wynyard 
Unit. He was among the first to be ap
pointed. 

In little more than three years, w1th 
the whole hearted co-operation of par
ents and school board alike, he has 
built up one of the fine "A" bands of 
the province, supplemenited by a "B" 
band which acts as a constant feeder 
replacement source for the "A" group. 

Student interest and pleasure in 
band activities seem to carry over into 
other musical interests lin the com
munit,y, Valdi said. Orchestras, glee 
clubs are receiving support and once 
again, plans are under way to hold a 
district musical festival. But the school 
unit band, under Valdi Bjarnason's 
baton, appears to be the pivot of 
musical activity. 
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Part II. 

Address of Ambassador John P. Sigvaldason 

The Address was delivered in Winnipeg, Sept. 28, 1964 - See Winter, 1964. 

This part deals with the Ambassador's impression of the Far East. 

Perhaps at this point I might say 
something about my impressions of 
the Asian scene. On this vast continent 
many things capture the imagination 
at first sight. Asia was certainly a prin
cipal cradle of civilization. ·wherever 
one goes there arc physical reminders 
of great civilizations that flourished 
many centuries ago. 

Many of the physical achievements 
of vhese past civilizations arc now in 
ruins and a hasty impression can b1c 
that this is all that remains. Nothing 
could be more deceiving. Nothing 
could be more unfair to the millions 
of people of Asia than to believe that 
with the passing of great empires 
there passed away also the mental and 
spiritual achievements of centuries of 
thought and effort. Let us be clear on 
one thing, the people of Asia, millions 
and millions of them, the great major
ity with few material possessions, and 
millions with little, if any, formal edu
cation, are still the possessors of a 
social and spiritual development 
which in any scale of value deserves 
approval and respect. 

My most distinct impression of Asia 
is therefore that the Asian people 
possess cultural and spiritual resources 
that are not second to those of any 
other people. But if East and "\Vest 
are ever to meet there must be greater 
appreciation and understanding on 
our part of the scale of values of the 
East. Conversely there must also be 

greater appreciation in the East that 
"\Yestern civilization is founded on 
more enduring things than material 
values. 

The second thing that has impressed 
me greatly is the fast developing 
dynamism of Asian peoples and Asian 
society. Prossessing, as they do, proud 
traditions of culture and achievement 
the Asian peoples of today are reacting 
vigorously to the negative circum
stances of their life. Let us not make 
any mistake about the high intellectual 
quality or about the powerful physical 
forces which are at the disposal of 
Asian societies. These intellectual and 
physical forces are in process of being 
mobilized and ,the dynamic qualities 
of mind and spirit behind them present 
a challenge to that vVestern dynamism 
which in the past century gave mater
ial superiority to our society. 

Questions of peace and disarmament 
are much in the forefront today. Let 
us, however, be careful that they do 
not become the concern primarily of 
the "have" societies. Let us realize that 
"have not" societies have perhaps less 
to lose and that Asia and Africa be
long to the "have not" grouping of 
peoples. Universal material prosperity, 
even if it could be achieved, is not, of 
course, a guarantee of peace but a 
better balance than now exists is as
sm cdly required if there is to be toler
ance or goodwill. It is because of this 
realization that Canada along with so 
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many other countries has embarked 
upon programmes of assistance to the 
less-developed parts of the world. 
These programmes deserve the utmost 
support from all people of goodwill. 
They are an expression of the genuine 
desire to be a good neighbour. Equal
ly, however, assistance programmes ap
peal to an intellectual awareness that 
in our "one world" there can be no 
real peace or permanent prosperity 
anywhere if the people in the more 
populated half of the world are doom
ed to continuing poverty or hunger. 

Today service abroad particularly 
in the less-developed part of the world 
offers great intellectual and emotion
al compensations. Yet it is not those 
who go abroad who play the significant 

part in the process of bridging the gap 
between East and "\Vest or between 
the "haves" and "have nots". That gap 
can only be bridged if intelligent 
policies based on mutual co-operation 
can find expression in both halves of 
the world. Bridging the gap will not 
be a quick or an easy process. Nor can 
there ever be assurance that counsels 
of despair will not prevail or that the 
forces of nihilism or destruction will 
not gain mastery. The only thing one 
can be sure of is that idealism exists 

in the heart of man, and that all men 

whether they are black, yellow, brown 

or ·white are capable of reason. It is 

to these inherent qualities of human

ity that hope and effort must turn. 

Go I den \iVedding-
�fr. and :;\Irs. Kristian Goodman of 

533 Clandeboye Avenue, Selkirk, Man., 
were honored in January at a banquet 
gathering in the Lutheran Church 
Hall, attended by some 200 friends and 
relatives. Rev. "\Vallace Bergman was 
master of ceremonies. 

Speakers paying tribute to them in
cuded Mrs. Steinun Sigunlur, Mayor 
Ben Massey who brought civic greet
ings, Leifur Skagford on behalf of the 
Icelandic Society Bruin, and Sigurdur 
Goodman who presented them with 
gi£ts on behalf of family and friends. 

Congratulatory messages were re

ceived from Prime Minister Lester B. 

Pearson, Opposition Leader J. G. Dief

enbaker, Lieutenant-Governor Errick 

l. Willis, Manitoba Industry and Com

merce Minister Gurney Evans and Eric

Stefanson, M.P. for Selkirk consti

tuency. Read a:lso was a message from

son l\I undi and family of Hope, B.C.

who were unable to attend. 
Born and raised in Iceland, Mr. and 

Mrs. Goodman came to Canada in 
192'± and have most of the time since 
lived at Selkirk where l\fr. Goodman 
was employed at the Manitoba Rolling 
Mill's steel plant for 29 years. 

They had ten children, of whom 
two died when young and a son lost 
his life while serving with the Canad
ian army during the siege of Hong 
Kong by the Japanese during the Sec
ond vVorld "\Var. They also have one 
stepson. 

Living, in addition to son :;\lundi 
at Hope, are Soffia, Mrs. A. Cooney 
of Winnipeg, Thora, Mrs. G. Walsh 
of Ottawa, Kristjan at Sarnia, Ont., 
Alda, :\frs. G. Hawes of Selkirk, Emily, 
Mrs. l\f. Barnett of "\Vinnipeg, Thor
bjorg of Selkirk, and stepson ·wayne 
at home. There are 25 grandchildren 
and three great grandchildren. 
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The February Four Day Celebration 

Around the annual convention of 
The Icelandic National League, at
tended this year by 24 accredited 
delegates and the Executive Board, a 
general midwinter celebration has 
developed during the years and now 
covers a Sunday evening and the three 
following days. 

At a well attended service in the 
First Lutheran Church on Sunday 
evening, February 14, Dr. Richard 
Beck delivered an address which he 
entitled "Arfur or eggjan", "Heritage 
and Exhortation". Otherwise the ser
vice followed the usual Sunday even
ing Lutheran pattern-all Icelandic. 
Refreshments were served in the lower 
church parlor after the service. 

The convention opened at 10:00 a.m. 
on Monday, February 15, at which 
Rev. P. M. Petursson read his Presiden
tial Address. At noon a brief ceremony 
,took place hoisting the new Canadian 
Flag. Hon. Duff Roblin, the Premier 
of Manitoba, read a proclamation an
nouncing that the new flag had that 
day become the legal and official flag 
of Canada. The new flag was then 
hoisted by Consul G. L. Johannson, 
and the flags of the United States and 
Iceland were also hoisted, one on each 
side of the flag of Canada. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon 
Dr. P. H. T. Thorlakson introduced 
the subject of having the discovery of 
America by Leifur Eiriksson recog-

nized in same official way in Canada. 

He read correspondence with Hon. 

Paul Martin and moved that this im
portant subject be referred to the in
coming executive. The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Richard Beck and 
spoken >to by Hon. W. J. Lindal. The 
motion carried unanimously and with 
significant applause. 

The Chapter "Fron" staged its con
cent on Monday evening. Dr. s�mund
ur Kjartansson, who is taking post
graduate work in Minneapolis, special
izing in dermatology, delivered an ad
dress in which he painted present day 
Iceland as it appears to him. 

Mr. Bjorn Bjornsson of Arborg de
lighted the audience with his mimicry 
-unfortunately a dying art among
Icelanders in America.

Mrs. Evelyn Thorvaldson Allen, 
with the accompaniment of Mrs. Sigrid 
Barda! McKee, sang ,two sets of solos 
in her usual artistic way. 

An honorary life membership in the 
Chapter Fron was presented to Dr. 
Richard Beck. 

The President, J. F. Kristjansson was 
in the chair. 

At noon on Tuesday The Icelandic 
Canadian Club held its annual ,theme 
luncheon-the theme on this occasion 
being the pioneer Icelandic business 
men of Winnipeg. The speaker, Mr. 

S. O. Bjerring, who came to Winnipeg 

in 1888, three years old, could speak 

with knowledge and experience. In 

his humorous anecdotes he drew upon 
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his memory and no doubht upon that 
of his wife, Gut)run, daughter of 
Gunnlaugur Johannson, one of the 
characteristic business men in the Ice
landic community. The ;'\fanitoba Hi
storical Society has asked for a copy 
of the address for the provincial arch
ives. 

Tuesday evening The Icelandic Can
adian Club held its concert with the 
President, \V. H. Finnbogason in the 
chair. 

Rev. Sveinbjorn S. Olafsson, of Min
neapolis delivered an address which 
he entitled "What Price Glory?" That 
address and the one by Tryggvi Bjerr
ing appear in this issue. 

The musical part of the programme, 
arranged by Miss Snjolaug Sigurdson, 
was headed by the well known artist 
Mr. Elmer Nordal. Laureen and Carol 
\Vestdal sang duets in their usual 
sweet way; Valerie Nordal, daughter 
of Elmer Nordal played a piano solo; 
and Judith Scheske, who hails from 
Lundar and whose mother is Icelandic, 
sang a solo. The accompanists were 
Snjolaug Sigurdson and Valerie Nor
dal. 

Scholarships were presented to 12 
students, totaUing $1400. A Canada
Iceland Foundation scholarship of $200 
was awarded to Melinda Barda1 of 
\Vinnipeg who obtained rthe best 
standing in Icelandic. She is in her 
fourth year Arts. 

The Icelandic Good Templars 
scholarship of $200.00 was presented to 
Donald Flatt of St. Vital, who, 
though without previous knowledge of 
Icelandic, is majoring in English and 
minoring in Icelandic for his Master 
of Arts degree. His grandfather on 1the 
mother's side was Arni Anderson, a 
well known \Vinnipeg lawyer of his 
day. 

The Icelandic Canadian Club 
scholarship of $100.00 was presented 
to Brian T. Oleson of Riverton, by 
the Club President. The other scholar
�hips were presented by the secretary 
of the Scholarship Committees. 

The ;\Lundi Johnson Memorial 
Scholarship, established by Mrs. Kri
stin Johnson, was awarded to Frederick 
A. Holm of Gimli. The George
;'\fagnusson Estate Scholarship of $100
was presented to F. 0. Josephson also
of Gimli. The Jon Olafson Stal scholar·
ship of $100.00 was awarded to
Marjorie Anderson of Libau, Man.
Glen Eliasson of \Vinnipeg received
the Harold Olson scholarship of $100.
The other scholarships, each of $100,
all from the Canada-Iceland Foun
dation, were awarded to Ronnie Arn
ason of Lundar, Carolyn Martin of
Gimli, Judy Einarson of Gimli, Judith
Frederickson of Brandon and Tom
l\Jagnusson of Lundar.

At ,vednesday noon a luncheon was 
tendered to l\fr. and Mrs. Sigur<5ur 
Helgason by the Icelandic National 
League. The impromptu remarks of 
Guttormur Guttormson virtually "stole 
the show". The guest of honor, Sig
urt)ur Helgason paid ,tribute to the 
different agencies serving in ,vinnipeg 
in the best interests of the Icelandic 
heritage. 

The final concert, ,v ednesclay even
ing, was under the auspices of The 
Icelandic National League. An address 
was delivered by Sigurt)ur Helgason 
the N cw York President of Iceland 
Airlines Loftleit)ir. He referred to 
three Icelandic colonizationss in Am
erica. The first was headed by Leifur 

Eiriksson, the discoverer of America, 
but l\Ir. Helgason points out that 
Eirikur Raut)i discovered Greenland, 
in the ,vestern hemisphere, in 985 and 
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Bjarni Herj6lfsson, a year or two later 
sailed as far south as Newfoundland. 

The second colonization began in 
the 1870's-the main Icelandic migra-
1tion to America. The Third coloniz
ation Mr. Helgason attributes to Loft
lei5'ir in its present aiir-transportation 
across the Atlantic, and in its assistance 
to Helge Ingstad which led to the New
foundland discoveries of ancient Norse 
settlements. His address and no doubt 
that of Dr. Kjartanson will appear in 
Logberg-Heimskringla. 

Following the address colored films 
from Iceland were shown. 

Carol Thorsteinson and Doreen 

Borgford sang solos, accompanied by 
Mrs. Elma Gislason, who is their music 
teacher. Johannes Palsson of Geysir
rendered violin selections with his 
usual skill and artistic technique. 

Life memberships in The Icelandic 
Naitional League were presented to Dr. 
B j arni Benediktsson, Prime l\Iinister 
of Iceland, Consul G. L. Johannson 
and Mrs. Ingibjorg Jonsson, editor of 
Log berg-H eimskringla. 

These public events, now six i,n num
ber, were eminently successful, as may 
be said of the whole four day celebra
tion. 

-W.J.L.

MRS. BESSIE JOBIN OF OAK PARK, MICH. RECEIVES 

GOLD PIN AWARD 

Last December upon her retirement 
from office, after 2.5 years service, 
Mrs. Bessie Jobin was presented with 
a gold pin by the ·Mayor of Oak Park, 
near Detroit, Michigan. 

In The Daily Tribune of Oak Park 
it is stated that during her 25 years 
of service, l\frs. Jobin held at one time 
or another nearly every City Office and 
was Deputy Assessor at the time of her 
retirement in December, 1964. 

Mrs. Bessie Jobin was brought up 
in ·winnipeg and is the daughter of 
t,he late Thorsteinn and Ger5'a Thor
lakson. She has three sisters: Mrs. Lou 
Johnso:1, widow of the late Alex 
Johnson of '\Vinnipeg; Mrs. Olive 
Brand of Ferndale, l\Iichigan, and 
Mrs. Clara A. Michaels (Mrs. '\\T. H.

G. Michaels) of 4533 Steere Drive,
Shreveport, La., U.S.A.

Bessie married Fred Jobin of the 
Jobins of Winnipeg. They lived in 
\Vinnipeg until after ·world \,Var I, 
then for a while in \Vynyard, Sask., 
and moved to Oak Park, Mich., in 
1927. Fred Jobin died in 1930. 

They had two sons both of whom 
are now living in Denver, Colorado. 
One son, Daniel, is a geologist with 
the U.S. Geological Survey. He has 
recently compiled a Bulletin on be
half of the U.S. Atomic Energy Com
mission No. 1124, dealing with the 
tra,nsmission character of sedimentary 
rocks in the Colorado Plateau. 

The other son, Robert, is an at
torney-at-law, and at present is in the 
Trust Department of one of Denvers 
large banks. 

Both Dan and Bob have their 
Master's Degree from the University of 
l\Iichigan. -C.M.
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BOOK REVIEW 

A BASIC WORK ON OLD ICE

LANDIC LITERATURE 

Reviewed by Dr. Richard Beck, 

University of North Dakota 

Einar 61. Sveinsson: islenzkar b6k

menntir i fornold.-Reykjavik, Al
menna B6kafelagi5', 1962. 
Pp., 534. Numerous illustrations. 

Dr. Einar 61. Sveinsson is well 
known to Icelanders in Canada and 
the United States, both from his writ
ings and his visits and lectures at Am
erican and Canadian universities. 

For more than three decades he had 
been professor of Old Icelandic litera
ure at the University of Iceland, when 
in the fall of 1962 he became Director 
of the new Manuscript Institute of 
Iceland (Handritastofnun islands). He 
is eminently fitted to fill that import
ant position because of his vast know
ledge of Old Icelandic literature, the 
Icelandic manuscripts ,included, attest
ed by his extensive writings on the 
subject and his authoritative editions 
of many of the most sio-nificant sao-as 

t, b 
. 

He has also made notable contributions 
to the study of Icelandic folklore. 

Particularly significant, however, 
among his ear lier ·works are his 
penetrating and masterfully written 
studies on Njalssaga, Um Njalu (1933), 
and A Njalsbuo, bok um mikio lista
verk (1935). His definitive edition of 
Njalssaga (Brennu-Njalssaga), 1954, is
lenzk fornrit XII) is a work of such 
magnitude that it alone would have 

sufficed to place him in the front rank 
of leading Icelandic specialists in the 
Old Icelandic field. 

A number of Dr. Sveinsson's books 
have appeared in foreign languages, 
the following in English: The Age of
the Sturlungs (Ithaca, N. York, 1935), 
Studies in the Manuscript Tradition 
of Njalssaga (Reykjavik, 1953) and 
Dating the Icelandic Sagas (London, 
1958). His penetrating and excellerntly 
written study of the turbulent Sturl
ung period in Icelandic history, The
Age of the Sturlungs, has even been 
translated into Chinese (Shanghai, 
1957 and 1959). 

The work under review, an impres
sive study of first importance, is, as 
might be expected, characterized by 
scholarship of the highest order, rare 
erudition, and comparable insight. It 
is the first volume of a projected three
volume history of Old Icelandic liter
ature, entitled islenzkar bokmenntir i 
fornold, and is to cover the peniod 
from the beginning of the settlement 
of Iceland to the latter part of the 
thirteenth century. It ,is indicative of 
the scope of this work, and of how de
,tailed the treatment of the subject is, 
that this first volume, which is largely 
devoted to the Eddie poetry alone, is 
over f1ive hundred pages long. In fact, 
the volume is the first really detailed 
general treatment of the Ed�lic poems 
published in the Icelancl:ic language. 
Small wonder that its appearance was 
hailed as a major literary event in Ice
land. This will, in a still greater degree, 
be the case, when the whole three
volume series has been published. The 
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Icelanders wiII then posssess in their 
native tongue the long-awaited defin
itive history of their remarkable 
ancient literature. 

In a sixty-t,rn page introduction the 
author discusses the Viking Age, the 
settlers of Iceland and the new social 
structure established there, the runes, 
their origin, character, and usage. All 
of this is highly informative, based on 
wide and intensive reading, and thor
oughly documented. 

Old Icelandic poetry has, of course, 
deep roots in ancient Germanic and 
Scandinavian literary traditions and 
culural soil. This phase of the subject 
is dealt with in detail in a special 
section, as are the various factors which 
contributed to the growth and the 
form of Old Icelandic poetry. The 
chapter on the metrical form is like
wise detailed and excellent, which is 
no less true of the section dealing with 
the language of ,the Eddie poems. The 
nature descriptions occuring in the 
poems, an important and interesting 
element, receive due consideration; 
the comparison with place names in 
Iceland, given by the settlers of the 
country, is especially illuminating. 

The bulk of the volume consists of 
the special discussion, interpretation, 
and evaluation of the Eddie poems 
themselves. The necessary background 
for each is given, the contents concisely 
summarized, and then follows the 
interpretation, always penetrating, and 
often outright brilliant in its deep in
sight and corresponding presentation. 
The Eddie poems are here discussed in 
all their many-sided aspects, historical, 
cultural, and literary. Dr. Sveinsson's 
book has to be read in its entirety, and 
read carefully, for a full appreciation 
of his masterful treatment of the vast 
subject. His clear overall view of the 
enormous subject matter is nothing 

short of amazing, for the literature on 
the Eddie poems and related subjects 
rnmpriscs, as is well known, the equi
valent of a huge library. In spite of 
his attention to detail, the author, to 
use a common expression, never loses 
sight of the forest because of the trees. 

In this work the author reveals him
self as the master of a close-knit style, 
marked by carefully chosen diction. At 
the same time, especially in the descrip
tive passages and in the interpretations 
of the various poems, there is both 
poetic imagery and an undercurrent of 
deep feeling. Naturally, a considerable 
part of the book is strictly of a factual 
nature, but it always makes smooth 
reading, and gains stylistically and 
otherwise with every new reading, 
which is the hallmark of all truly ef
fective writing. 

In the preface Dr. Sveinsson lists 
some of the most important works in 
the field which have been of particular 
value to him, and throughout the vol
ume he refers frequently :to these and 
other sources both in the text proper 
and in numerous footnotes. There is 
neither bibliography nor index, but 
these will doubtless appear in the con
cluding volume. On the other hand, 
there is a list of the many and excellent 
illustrations, which add much to the 
value and the attractiveness of this 
excellently printed book, and there is 
also a list of the individual Eddie 
poems dealt with. 

Not only all scholars in the field, 
but others interested in Old Icelandic 
literature, are deeply indebted to Dr. 
Sveinsson for this highly important 
work of his, and no doubt share with 
the present reviewer the fervent wish 
that the following two volumess of this 
monumental work of his will appear in 
the near future. 
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Dr. Vigfus S. 

Vigfus S,emundur Asmundson was 
born in Iceland, September 24, 1895. 
He and his sister Thora, at the re
quest and expense of ithe late Narfi 
and Anna (a sister of their mother) 
Vigfusson, came to Canada in 1905. 
Vigfus stayed with his aunt and uncle 
on their farm near Tantallon in Sask
atchewan, and Thora stayed with 
Senator and Mrs. James M. Douglas 
who lived close by. Both received their 
elementary education in the old Holar 
School near Tantallon. 

V:igfus Asmundson went to the Uni
versity of Saskatchewan and obtained 
his degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture in 1918. He obtained his 
M.S.A. from Cornell in 1920 and his
Ph.D. degree from the University of
Wisconsin in 1930, thesis Genetics and
Poultry Husbandry. In 1964 he was
awarded an Honorary Degree of Doc
tor of Laws from the University of
California, at Davis, Cal.

Dr. Asmundson's career of lecturing 
and research work in universities ex
tends over a period of 44 years. He 
officially retired in 1963 and is now 
Professor Emeritus of .the University 
of California. He is continuing re
search work and writing reports. 

This distinguished career com
menced in British Columbia where he 
was instructor at the University of 
B. C. for two years, 1921-22, He was
Assistant Professor 1921-1927, Associate
Professor 1927-1932. He then accepted
a call to the University of California,
at Davis and was Associate U of Cal.
1932-33; Assistant Professor 1933-38;
Associate Professor 1938-41; Professor
1946-1963; Professor Emeriuts 1963-.

Asmundson 

Dr. Vigfus S. Asmundson 

The official oita,tion in the U niver
sity Bulletin when Dr. Asmundson re
ceived his honorary degree reveals the 
mbjects which he has made his life's 
work and the quality of the service 
rendered: 

"Vigfus S. Asmundson, Professor of 
Poultry Husbandry, Emeritus, 'for his 
willing and capable service ... . for his 
distinguished research in the genetics 
and physiology of turkeys'." 

His research work commenced im
mediately when appointed to the staff 
of the University of B. C. In 1931 he 
won the Poultry Science Research 
prize of $100.00. In 1942 he won the 
Borden Award of $1000.00 and Gold 
Medal. This competition was open to 
both American and Canadian research 
workers. In 1947 he won the Nation
al Turkey Federation Award and 
Bronze plaque with a cash award of 
$500.00. 
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Dr. Asmundson has written about 
120 technical and scientific articles in 
over twenty different journals. In ad
dition he has written almost the same 
number of semi-technical popular 
articles in poultry and agricultural 
periodicals. Dr. Asmundson has a 
chapter in a German series on animal 
breeds and breeding. In collaboration 
with a fellow professor he has a 
chapter in a book in which they discuss 
muscular dystrophy in the domestic 
fowl. This type of advanced research 
work the retired professor is continu
ing. 

In 1935 Vigfus married Alice M. 

McGrath, then of Rosedale, B. C. They 
have six children. The oldest is a 
professor at McGeorge Law School in 
Sacramento, Cal. The second youngest 
is in the University of California and 
the youngest in High School. Within 
a few years all six will be university 
graduates. 

Mrs. Asmundson, like her husband 
has no intention of retiring. For relax
ation she gives piano lessons. 

It is only right to add that in spite 
of the lack of sight in one eye, Vigfus 
Asmundson has made a very special 
contribution in the field of studies 
and research selected. -W.J.L. 

Annual Banquet and Dance 

"Are you coming to the Icelandic 

Canadian Club banquet and dance" is 

an oft repeated question early in J anu

ary. The banquet was held in the 

Marlborough Hotel, January 15th with 

Harold Green's orchestra providing 

the music for the dance. 

Mr. John Amason, vice-president, 

welcomed the well over 200 guests, in 

the absence of the president l\fr. vVil

liam Finnbogason, who was not able 

to be present until later in the even

ing. It was encouraging to see such a 

goodly number of young couples rn 

attendance. 

Mr. Kerr \Vilson's choir of some 50 

young people ranging rn age from 14 

to 17 sang several popular numbers, 

much to the delight of the assembled 

guests. 

Perhaps it is not fitting to make a 

mild criticism but it was felt by some 

that there could have been a bit more 

mingling amongst the guests. The 

executive could consider holding a 

reception half an hour before the 

dinner to meet their friends and greet 

ne,\· ones. There could be some sort of 

social dance, where the dancers change 

partners and thus become better ac

quainted. 

-M. H.

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 47 

GRADUATES and AWARD WINNERS 

Thora Marguerite Hocking 

Thora Marguerite Hocking was 
born in Nanaimo, B.C., in 1946. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ter
ence A. Hocking. She attended 
Elementary and Junior High School 
at Parksville where she lived before 
moving with her family to Richmond, 
B.C. in 1961. \Vhen she graduated
from Junior to Senior High School she
won the "Best-All-Around" student
award, the highest achievement award,
as well as a medal for French studies.

She was one of the 232 members of 
the 1964 graduating class of Richmond 
High School. She won the B.C. Packers 
$400 Scholarship for high academic at
taiinment, leadership and participation 
in school activities, as well as a French 
award given by the Government of 
France. She achieved first class stand
ing in the final exams entitling her 
to the Government of B.C. scholarship 
which paid one half of her university 
fees. 

During the school year 1963-64, she 
was one of the two representatives of 
the Richmond High school on the 
T.V. program Reach For The Top.
She was the publicity co-ordinator on
the executive of the Student Council.

During the summer of 1964 she spent 
two weeks with a French family in 
Trois Rivieres, Quebec. This was in 
connec�ion with the student exchange 
sponsored by the Canadian Council 
of Christians and Jews. 

At present Thora is attending U.B.C. 
where she is taking First year Arts. 

Thora's mother, Margaret, is a 
daughter of the late Alexander Oscar 
and Ingibjorg Olson of Churchbridge, 
Sask. 

* 

David Randle Wooley 

David Randle \Vooley, age 15, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Garnet \V ooley of 
Snow Lake School, was one of 35 sue-
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Financial 

OFFERED BY YOUR 
1 Management: ServicesI Investors 1 
: s y n d i c: ate I REPRESENTATIVE
- ---- - --_,, 

FACE AMOUNT CERTIFICATES 
!'or ,avings, edncational, business reserve and annuity purposes. 
Single payment certificates with guaranteed investment values. 

A BALANCED MUTUAL FUND 
Investors Mutual of Canada Ltd. emphasizes reasonable income, stability and 

capital gain potential through a portfolio of more than 150 securities. 
A MUTUAL FUND FOR GROWTH 

Inve,tors Growth fund of Canada Ltd. emphasizes long-term capital gain 
through a portfolio cnncentrated in common stocks. 

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE REGISTERED RETIREMENT PLANS 

Fixed-interest, equity and combined plans. Either or both portions of 
combined plans can be qualified for tax-deduction purposes. 

GROUP PENSION PLANS 

,vith Investors rrust Company, Investors Syndicate offers complete facilities 
for group plans on a fixed-return, equity or combined basis. 

INVESTORS SYNDICATE 
0 I' C A N A D A, L I M I T E D 

I 
manages assets of over One Billion Dollars 

Head Office; WINNIPEG Offices in Principal Cities 
-�--............... 

THE HAN WHO DISCOVERED AHERICA 

Eirik the Red sailed westward from Iceland in A.D. 985 and discovered Green

land. With his family, he settled in one of the fjords of Greenland and called 

it Eiriksfjord. 

In the year A.D. 1000, Eirik's son, Leifr, who was born in Iceland, attempted 

to sail from Iceland to Eiriksfjord, but was driven off course in a south

westerly direction, and discovered what is now Labrador. He sailed further 

south and came across wooded land, probably Newfoundland. 

Leifr, sailed still further south, and landed at the mouth of a river. He went 

ashore and found wild grapes growing in a pleasant land. He called the land 

"Vinland" or Wineland. This was on the east coast of what is now the New 

England States. 

The Icelandic people can indeed be very proud of their country's part in the 

discovery of North America and of their contributions to the growth 

of Canada. 

THE CARLING BREWERIES (Manitoba) LIMITED 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 49 
cessful applicants from across Canada, chosen to participate in ,the 1964 Roya1 Canadian Institute Summer Science Programme. This provides an opportunity for talented secondary school students chosen by competition from across Canada, to take part during the summer vacation in a challenging and stimulating programme of .science instruction and participation in a setting appropriate to intellectual development and healthy outdoor recreation. The programme ran from July 6 to Aug. 14. The first 5 weeks were spent at the Lakefield Preparatory School which is located near Peterborough, Ont. The last week was spent in Ottawa with the student living in residence on the campus of Carleton University. David was also presented with the James Reed Memorial Scholarship for the highest marks in Grade 11. He received a cheque for $100.00 and an engraved medal. David's mother is the former Lillian Anna Johnson whose parents are Kari and Anna Johnson from Baldur, J\fn. 

* 
PROMISING STUDENTS 

Frederick Harold Ramsay and Vaughn Clair, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ramsay of vVaskada in southwestern Manitoba are promising students who no doubt will be heard from in the future. Frederick Harold Ramsay graduated with honors last spring from the University of Manitoba, before he was 21 years of age and obtained the degree of Bachelor of Commerce. He is continuing his studies at Clarkson, Gordon and Co., chartered accountants. 

Frederick Harold Ramsay 

Vaughn Clair Ramsay is taking the diploma course in agriculture at the U of M, ancl last spring won the Massey-Ferguson prize of $50.00 for the highest marks in farm power and machinery; was awarded the MasseyFerguson scholarship of $100.00 for scholastic achievement; and was also awarded a Department of Agriculture bursary of $250.00. He is at present taking the second year in the Diploma Course. The mother of these bright students, Mrs. F. Ramsay, was Ella F. Eliasson, and the daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Eliasson, who migrated to Canada in 1904, and lived in Langruth, vVestbourne and elsewnere in Manitoba. 
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READY MIXED CONCRETE 

Telephone: SUnset 3-7251 

Spring 1965 

SAND AND GRAVEL PITS AT BIRD'S HILL, MANITOBA 

t,�_s_A _R_G_E_N_T __ A_N_D __ E_ R_IN ___ sTR--EE--T---�--------~-w-IN __ N_IP __ E_G_,_c_A_N_A_D_A_ 

Compliments of 

A\ & �v ]ID)JIR{JIIVIIE=JIIN 

e LOOK FOR THE BRIGHT ORANGE DRIVE-IN 

Support the 1965 ·winter Employment Campaign by taking 
advantage of the availability of men and materials. 

For all your employment requirements call 

your NATIONAL EMPLOYMENT OFFICE at 

WH 3-0861 

BOOTH FISHERIES 
CANAl)IAN COMPANY LIMITED 

235 GARRY STREET 

\\'!:\':\' lPEG MANITOBA 

\Vinnipegosis, Man. The Pas, Man. 
MAFEKING, MANITOBA 
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BRILLIANT STUDENT 

Kenneth Lincoln Johnson 

Highest marks in the faculty have 
brought major academic awards to 
Kenneth Lincoln Johnson of "\Vin
nipeg who is studying dentistry at the 
University of :Manitoba. He is now in 
his fourth and final year. 

Mr. Johnson ·won bronze medals in 
anatomy, pathology, bacteriology and 
biochemistry in his first and second 
years. Honors in third year included 
Centificate of Merit (Honors), scholar
ship, International College of Dentists 
(Canadian Section), the C. V. Mosby 
book award (for highest standing in 
prosthodentology, anaesthesiology, oral 
surgery and general surgery), ,the "\Vin
nipeg Dental Supply award (for high
est standing ,in clinical surgery), ancl 
the University Bronze Medal for high
est standing in pharmacology. 

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
Johnson of St. Boniface and the grand
son of the late Gudjon and Oddny 
Johnson and the late Thorarinn and 
Kristin Olson of Winnipeg. 

* 

JANET MADDIN WINS 

MEMORIAL AWARD 

,Miss Janet Maddi,n of Winnipeg on 
March 2nd was named Manitoba's out
standing athlete of ithe year and win
ner of the Carl Pederson memorial 
award, the first track and field 
competitor to capture this coveted 
prize. 

Miss Maddin becomes the fifth win
ner of this award which in 1961 went 
to Ann Murray of badminton fame, in 
I 962 to speed skater Doreen McCan
nell, in 1963 to tennis champion 
Eleanor O'Gorman and in 1964 to 
Jim Irving who is at present on 1tour 
in Europe with Canada's national 
hockey team. 

Miss Maddin was nominated for the 
award by Hugh Murray, coach of the 
Flying M Track and Field Club to 
which she belongs, and Alan Miller 
director of fitness and amateur sport.-; 
in Manitoba. They nominated her be
cause she holds six Canadian and 16 

:Manitoba records and anchors a relay
team which holds two Canadian and 
four Manitoba records. Last year she 
was rated the fa.�test girl sprinter in 
Canada after ,winning the greatest 
number of points. (see Icel. Can. Aut
mnn 1964). 

At the Canadian Olympic trials and 
Canadian senior championships at St. 
Lambert, Que. she ran 100 metres in 
12.6 ,best time 12 even. At the Can
adian age class championships she ran 
GO yards in seven flat to win four gold 
medals and break three Canadian 
records. She was awarded the trophy 
as the outstanding athlete of the meet. 
Last September at Vancouver she 
placed second to Una Morris who 
reprc,ented Jamaica at the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

;\Liss ;\Jadclin, who is 15, is a Grade 
11 student at Daniel McIntyre Col-



52 THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN Spring 1965 

Two Good 

Hotels . . • 

LELAND HOTEL 

William & Albert 

KIRKFIELD PARK HOTEL 

Portage at Parkdale 

Kirkfield Park, l\fan. 

J. E. Dangerfield, proprietor 

W. D. Bjamason, manager

For full details on how you can 
improve your home's wiring system 
011 easy terms contact 

f'!ZJ/J!l!J!)!]/J!A YDRO 
�/4::�.,,Y..ef¼/H::,.,;,-

,:.-
_, /0Z'"A'"/2"/2"./.-?'.//�..-z.¾ 

Showrooms: 405 PORT AGE AVENUE 

Gelhorn Motors Ltd. 

2000 MAIN STREET 

WINNIPEG 17 

Your friendly 

Falcon, Fairlane 

and Galaxie 

Dealers 

ROSICRUCIAN 

MYSTERIES 

All sincere seekers for the great 

truth and mystical power known 

to the Ancients, write for the Free 

Rook-The Mastery of Life. It is 

mailed without obligation to stu

dents of the higher laws of nature 

and mental science. 

Scribe HI 

A. M. 0. R. C., TEMPLE

San Jose, California
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legiate where this year she has main
tained an vaerge of 87 per cent, plays 
some basketball and is a cheerleader. 
She is the dughter of Charlie Maddin, 
well-known for his work in hockey 
with the senior 'Winnipeg Maroons 
and now with Ca,nada's national 
hockey team in Europe. Her mother is 
the former Herdis Eyolfson, daughter 
of Mrs. Kristin and the late Sigurdur 
Eyolfson who in earlier years lived in 
the Vestfold district near Lundar in 
the interlake district of Manitoba. 

Miss l'vfaddiin, who was nominated 
by the :Manitoba branch of the Am
ateur Athletic Union for the Myrtle 
Cook trophy, given the most outstand
ing female athlete in other than open 
events, was presented with her Mani
toba outstandig athlete of the year 
award at the fi£th Carl Pederson mem
orial award dinner in the Charterhouse 
in Winnipeg. The Carl Pederson mem
orial award was initiated by the Win
nipeg Junior Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. Pederson, a former J acyee pres
ident, wa.s active in youth work over 
the years until his untimely death in 
1959. 

Winnipeg's Leading Florists 

E. CHOLAKIS & 5 SONS

TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU 

277 Portage Ave. -Ph. WH 3-0731 

Polo Park Shopping Centre 

-Ph. SP 5-8484

BURSARY AT THE UNIVERSITY 

OF ICELAND 

The Department of Education of 
Iceland is offering a bursary to a uni
versity student of Icela,ndic descent 
from Canada or the U. S. A. for study 
of Icelandic language and liter
ature at the University of Iceland, 
from October 1st to May 1st, 1966. 
The bursary is for about $1,000 (U.S. 
currency) and is for the purpose of 
paying board and room at the U. resi
dence and for books needed. 

Foreign students who study in Ice
land at the university on other bursar
ies are invited to a free visit to Lauga
vatn in the last week in September, 
to get acquainted and attend a short 
orientation course, and visit famous 
places in Iceland, such as I>in?;Vellir, 
Skalholt, Geysir, etc. The bursary 
holder of Icelandic dec;cent from Am
erica is also invited to attend this free 
short course at Laugavatn. 

This bursary would naturally be of 

special interesit to those who know a 

little of the Icelandic language; it 

would be a great advantage to them if 

they had studied Icela,ndic with Prof. 

Bessason in the Icelaindic Department 

at the University of Manitoba, as thait 

is an ideal preparation for this course 

at the University of Iceland. 

Applications, with the usual recom

mendations and record of scholastic 

achievement may be sent before June 

20th, 1965 to: 

The Icelandic National League, 

Mrs. H. F. Dainielson, secretary, 

869, Garfield St., Winnipeg 10, Man. 



TRANSPORT HUB 
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MANITOBA: INDUSTRIAL
BOOM UNDERWAY 

Manitoba is in the midst of the most remarkable surge of industr,ial growth in its 
history. l\fanufacturing; output is leaping ahead; employment rate stands sernnd 
to none in Canada; vital new industrial plants are being established; and giant 
steps are being taken in the development of mineral and forest re,ources, power, 
agrirulture and transport. • This striking progress is no accident-intensive re
search and planning; the best management-labour-government co-operation in 
the nation; realistic business climate and practical assistance program, help 
industry realize full potential. lVfanitoba's physical advantages:-plentiful land, 
water, power and raw materials; diverse manufacturing base: skilled al1'l vigor
ous labour force; strategic location, excellent transport an1l rich markets 

12 SPECIFIC OPPORTUNITIES-The boom has only start0rl.. TwPlve provrn businPss opportunities ,:1vailable right now, arp: iro11 and f:",'ef'l nlB11t: ·11t0��e+o" .,0,,:-i:able oil nlant; vegetable freezing plant; egg melange plant; agricultural implement plant; glass C'0'1t1,iner plan!t; bleached kraft pulp mill: lives o"'·- I •� fa• li v soft goods marnufacturing facilities; kraft paper board 
:�kl���ensdon stock lumber mill; fertilizer-chemicals

MAN I TO B A
For details write to Depattment of Industry and Commerce, Winnipeg 1, Manitoba, Canada. 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 55 

IN THE NEWS 

Philip M. Petursson 

Reverend Philip l\L Petursson, who 
has served the past thirty-five years in 
,the Unitarian ministry in Winnipeg, 
has taken over duties as Director of 
the Wes tern Canada Unitarian Con
ference. Mr. Petursson was honoured 
on his retirement from ,the vVinnipeg 
Unitarian Church last October with a 
testimonial dinner at which tribute 
was paid to his many years of service 
both ,in v<Vinnipeg and throughout the 
Prairie Provinces. Among those present 
was Dr. Dana McLean Greeley, Pres
ident of the American Unitarian-Uni
versalist Association in Boston. Mr. 
Petursson has been prominent in many 
communi.ty activities throughout the 
years. He served as Chairman of the 
Winnipeg School Board and has been 
prominent in the activities of the Ice
landic National League. 

THE LINCOLN MOTOR HOTEL 

Members of the Canada Press Club 
were the guests of the Management 
of The Lincoln Motor Hotel, 1030 
McPhillips St., at their social meeting 
held on January 11, last. An excellent 
meal was provided and after a brief 
programme of two films coffee and 
cakes were served including vina-terta, 
made at the hotel. 

One of the owners of the hotel is a 
well known lawyer Mr. V. John Swy
stun. The hotel is fully modern, 
beautifully appointed, and features a 
banquet and ball room capable of 
cater,ing to 500 guests. There are 
smaller rooms suitable for weddings, 
meetings, etc. Ample parking space is 
provided. 

* 

Mrs. Magnus Erlendson was elected 
,president for 1965 of the vVomen's 
Auxiliary of United College in vVin
nipeg at the annual meeting in Janu
ary in Sparling Hall, the college's wo
men's residence. College principal Dr. 
vV. C. Lockhart installed the new of
ficers. The auxiliary in 1964 donated 
$1,000 for women's residence furnish
ings and provided $1,400 for scholar
ships. 

* 

GOLDEN WEDDING 

Mr. and l\Irs. A. H. (Ole) Gray of 
1125 Valour Road, \Vinnipeg, were 
honored by friends and family at a 
reception Saturday, Dec. 5, at the home 
of their only son Jack, wife Thorgerda 
and the latter's children, daughters 
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Earlis and Karen and son vVavne at 
676 Banning St. Some 200 person� came 
to offer congratulations and best 
wishes. 

Mrs. Gray, the former Fjola Kris
tjansson, is the daughter of the la:e 
Hannes and Ingibjorg Kristjansson 
who for many years lived in vVin
nipeg. She was chief operator at the 
telephone exchange at Carman, :Man. 
where she met Mr. Gray. They were 
married Dec. 2, 1914, by the late Rev. 
Fridrik Hallgrimsson, then Lutheran 
pastor in the Argyle district. 

They moved in 1915 ,to Winnipeg 
where Mr. Gray was employed in an 
administrative capacity with the then 
Winnipeg Electric Company. Besides 
son Jack they had an only daughter, 
Earlis, who died at the age of 15. 

Over the years Mrs. Gray has been a 
mern ber of rhe vVomen's Association 
of the First Icelandic Lutheran Church 
and at one time was president in ad
tion ,to being active in other affairs of 
the church. 

SUBSCRIBE TO 

THE ICELANDIC CANADIAN 

MAGAZINE 

Crescent Creamery 
Limited 

Dealers in "Quality Gt,arded" 
Dairy Products for over 

58 years 

MILK - CREAM - RUTTER 

"CLANSMAN" ICE CREAM 

Phone SUnset 3-7101 

FINAL MEETING OF THE LADIES' 

AID LILJAN OF WYNYARD, SASK. 

Last October 15 sixteen women 
gathered at the home of Mrs. Ruth 
Enerson in "\Nynyard, Sask. for the final 
meeting and :rni�ing of the last chapter 
on an orga111zat10n that had served a 
rural community for 57 years and two 
months. It was a gathering filled with 
fond memories for many of the older 
ones 1there. 

It was on August 8, 1907, that eight 
Icelandic farm women of the newly 
settled Grandy area, some six miles 
north of Wynyard, gathered at 1the 
home of Mrs. E. E. Grandy to form the 
Grandy Ladies' Aid, which was given 
the name "Liljan" (The Lily). Mrs. H. 
!fjorleifson (Martin) was chosen pres
ident, Mrs. S. S . Bergman secretary
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and Mrs. J. Hallgrimson treasurer. 
This small group was to achieve much 
for the community in the years ahead. 

Along with the three chosen officers 
at the meeting were Mrs. G. Goodman, 
::\:frs. Egilson, Mrs. Hannes Anderson, 
Mrs. J. Johanneson and :'.\frs. Grandv. 
At subsequent meetings a constitutio'n 
was drawn up and new members add
ed. All meetings were at the homes 
of members and conducted in Iceland
ic. 

They began their work by raising 
money for welfare work, and soon a 
small building ,vas erected near 
Grandy school where they served cof
fee at dances in the school and at base
ball games. Later when the school was 
destroyed by fire this building served 
as a schoolhouse for a time. 

The group later purchased the 
Sleipnir school building and had it 
moved to the southwest corner of the 
Grandy homestead. It acquired the 
name of Grandy Community Hall and 
in it were held church services, Sunday 
school, en,tertainments and dances. 
Later an addition was built, then an 
annex to serve as a kitchen. 

At the final meeting October 15 
were two who joined at the second 
meeting 57 years ago and have been 
members through the years. They were 
Laufey Hall and Mrs. Thorunn Finn-
son. Present also were two others who 
joined in the early years, Mrs. Kristin 
Johnson and l\frs. Sigrid Johnson. 

Main business of the meeting was 
to authorize sale of the hall and dose 
the books. So ended the story of the 
ladies' aid Liljan and another chapter 
in the history of the Grandy district. 

* 

HONORARY LIFE MEMBER 

OF CAN AD IAN FOLK SOCIETY 

L. Ilalfdan Thorlaksson of Van
couver, B. C., ,dth four others was 
made an honorary life member of the 
Canadian Folk Society at the annual 
concert last fall of the Vancouver 
branch in the Queen Elizabeth Theatre 
in recognition of his services to the 
organization over the years. 
. The Canadian Folk Society was orig
mally formed to preserve the arts and 
skills of the various ethnic groups in 
Canada, and present at the Vancouver 
gathering were representatives of the 
Japanese, Israeli, Ukrainian, Austrian 
and other associations. Mr. Thorlaks
son was one of the founders of the Van
couver branch some 20 years ago and 
its first president, a post he held for 
many years. 

He was born at Selkirk, Man., the 
son of the late Rev. Steingrimur and 
Mrs. Thorlaksson. His wife is the 
former Lillian Graham and they have 
one son, Gordon. Mr. Thorlaksson is 
in the employ of the Hudson's Bay 
Company at Vancouver. 

In 1957 he was ,presented with the 
Knight's Cross of the Order of the Fal
con by President Asgeir Asgeirsson of 
Iceland. 

In 1952 he was made a life member 
of the Vancouver Downtown Business 
,\ssociation as well as of the Scandin
avian Businessmen's Club there. 

* 

In January Lorne Kristjansson was 
elected president for 1965 at the an
nual meeting of the South vVinnipeg 
Kiwanis Club. Son of Mr. and Mrs. J. 
F. Kristjansson, Winnipeg, he ·is
property administrator for the Great
"\\'est Life Assurance Company at its
'Winnipeg head office.
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SENIOR CITIZENS OUTING 

The Icelandic Canadian Club has 
come through a period of inertia and 
has been revitalized. So many have 
recently become members of the Club 
and have shown a great interest in the 
affairs of the Icelandic community. 

The executive arranged an evening 
for senior citizens, on December 21st, 
to go on a tour of the city of ·winnipeg 
to see the Christmas lighting in the 
downtown and residential sections of 

Gilbart Funeral Homes 
309 Eveline St. 

SELKIRK, MAN. 

Phone 3271 

FIRST STREET 

GIMLI, MAN. 

Phone ZE 17000 

Serving the Interlake Area -

ALL-WAYS1,ravel Bureau 
Ltd. 

315 Hargrave St. Winnipeg 2 
Phone WH 2-2535 

Your Icelandic travel agent in 
Manitoba 

En joy our courteous, experienced 
service at no extra charge. 

R. B. VOPNI & CO. 

Chartered Accountants 

210-2285 Portage Avenue

PHONE 832-1341 

l Winnipeg 12 Manitoba 

the city. Winnipeg has been recognized 
as one of the best lit cities in Canada 
and it was a joy to the 90 men and 
women, who accepted the invitation 
of the Club, to view the many colorful 
arra,ngements of Christmas lights. 

After the tour everyone was invited 
to partake of refreshments provided 
by the Club, at the First Lutheran 
Church. There was the 1tradtitional 
"hangikjot" and brown bread, vinar
terta, pancakes and hot chocolate 
"sukkula5i". A delightful evening. 

* 

GOLDEN WEDDING 

:\Ir. and :\Irs. Thor�teinn Gislason 
of Oak Point, Man. were honored bv 
the Oak Po,int Community Club at ;1 
gathering in September on the occasion 

Compliments 

Security Storage Co. Ltd. 

725 Portage Ave. Ph. 783-7171 

VIKING PRINTERS 
868 ARLINGTON ST. 

PHONE: SPruce: 4-6251 

Grey Goose Bus lines 
limited 

301 BURNELL ST. - WPG. IO, MAN. 

Phone sunset 6-1427 
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of their golden wedding anniversary. 
Eric Stefanson, M.P. for Selkirk con
stituency, was master of ceremonies, 
and the toast to the honored couple 
was by Frank Taylor of neighboring 
Clarkleigh. 

Speakers also were Elman Guttorm
son, MLA for St. George, Paul Einar
son who was best man at the wedding 
50 years ago, and Jon Amason, also 
of Winnipeg. Read were message, 
from friends as well as from provincial 
and federal government leaders. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gislason following 
their marriage lived for two years at 
Gimli, Man., then for 31 years at Steep 
Rock, Man., prior to moving ,to Oak 
Point 17 years ago. 

Of their six children, four are living, 
and all were present at the celebration. 
They are Dora, Mrs. Franklin E. Sig
urdson, Gisli and Gardar, all of Oak 
Point, and Kristinn who is a corporal 
in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
and stationed at Saskatoon, Sask. 
There are seven grandchildren. 

* 
DIRECTOR OF EXTENSION 
SERVICES 

Dr. Helgi Austman has been ap
pointed Director of the Extension 
Service in the Department of Agri
culture in Manitoba. He has been in 
the Department of Agriculture for 16 
years and for the last 10 years was 
Assistant Director of Extension Ser
vice. 

Dr. Austman graduated from the 
University of Manitoba with the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Agri
culture. He then went on to the Ui1i
versity of 'Wisconsin where he received 
his Master's degree in Agriculture and 
then his degree of Doctor of Philos
ophy. 

Dr. Austman is the son of Anna and 
the late Halldor Austman who resided 
in the Sylvan district north of Arborg. 

He married Lillian Amason, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. i'vfundi Amason of 
Teulon. They have three children, a 
girl Signe, age 18, a boy Larry, age 16, 
and another boy Brian age 11. 

* 

1.0.D.E. SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships were awarded this win
ter to two ·winnipeg students by ·the 
Jon Sigurdson Chapter, Imperial 
Order of Daughters of the Empire, 
and presented at two recent meetings 
of the chapter by educational secretary 
Mrs. Paul Goodman. 

Given the Johanna Gudrun Skapta
son memorial scholarship of $100 for 
English poetry and drama rwas Ken
neth Gavin HamiLton, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. K. M. Hamilton, McMillan Ave. 
He had attained a mark of 93. 

The Jon Sigurdson Chapter, 1.0.D.
E. music scholarship of $75, available
at the University of :Manitoba school
of music, went to Miss Roslyn Sylvia
Storry, daughter of Sylvia (nee Gut
tormson) and James Storry, Clifton St.
She attained a mark of 80.

* 

ICELANDIC FUND ST AR TED 
TO HONOUR THOR THORS 

The American-Scandinavian Foun
dation announced in Scan of February 
I 965, that it had started an Icelandic 
Fund in honour of Hon. Thor Thors. 
the late Icelandic Ambassador to the 
United States and Canada. The Fund 
the announcement states, is to be used 
for exchange betJween Iceland and the 
United States. "It has long been 
planned", the announcement goes on 
to say, "to have such a fund for Ice
landic-American exchange at the 
Foundation, to match similar special 
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funds already in existence for Den
mark, Norway and Sweden." 

Contributions to this special Thor 
Thors Icelandic Fund should be mail
ed to the - American-Scandinavian 
Foundation, at 127 East 73rd Street, 
New York 21, N. Y. 

* 

DELIVERS VALEDICTORY 
ADDRESS 

Miss Jonasina (Joan) Johnson has 
graduated as a nurse from Miseri
cordia Hospital, Winnipeg, :Man. She 
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jonas 
Johnson, Arborg, Man. 

Joan was chosen to give the valedic
tory address at the graduating exer
ceses held in May of this year. 

The Icelandic Canadian wishes her 
every success in her chosen profession. 
We are pleased to print excerpts from 
the valedictory address. Due to lack 
of space we are unable to print it in its 
entirety. -M.H. 

PAR TS OF THE ADDRESS 

"On a hot, sultry autumn day, Aug
ust 28, 1961, 84 young women, most 
of us just out of high school, entered 
,the Misericordia Hospital School of 
Nursing. 

As we fondly look back on that day 
now, little we knew what was to come, 
and how unready most of us were for 
the future. Our lives, till that day, had 

been so protected, so secure, so taken 
care of by our parents, that humanity 
was something most of us knew little 
of. 

How exciting it was to receive our 
first textbooks, filled with knowledge 
of anatomy, pharmacology and nurs
ing arts, among a few of the many 
courses! How proud when we first 
donned our uniforms! How petrified 
when we gave our firnt bed-bath! 

At the moment we don't remember 
the drudgery or the hearteaches or the 
disillusionments. ·we've grown used to 
them-we can face them now or try to, 
like mature women. But the comrade
ship and the mad laughter, the pranks 
will always remain in our hearts. 

·when I sought the meaning of the
word "valedictory" it was explained 
as the farewell address to the graduat
ing class. However, we are not going 
to say "Good-Bye" for we hope that 
regardless of how far we are apart-we 
will always be together in each other's 
thoughts. 

The thrill of the day should be 
divided up among many days because 
it will never come again. Most of us 
are looking back and en joying the 
contemplation of the great distance we 
have come, not quite realizing that it 
is really a very small distance most of 
us still have to go. As we step out of 
the hospital to take our place in this 
profession which we have chosen, we 
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hope we shall faithfully serve as those 
who have gone before have served. 

Thanks to the directors, doctors, 
head nurses and patients who helped 
us on our way. 

To our parents�how can we express 
our thanks? Little we realized when 
we started our training, how much we 
would depend on them, both for our 
finances and for their love and en
couragement. There is nothing strong
er to build on than true love an� _we
thank you Moms and Dads for g1vmg 
us this love. 

Thanks be to Goel, who has given 
to each of us to know a small part �f 
the knowledge to be gained in the um
verse. Each makes his contribution to 
the whole of knowledge. 

The Nurse's Prayer 

Lord, make me an instrument of 
your peace; 

where there is hatred, let me sow love. 
where there is injury, pardon, 
where there is doubt, faith, 
where there is despair, hope, 
where there is darkness, light 
and where there is sickness, health. 
O, Divine Master, grant that 
I may not so much seek to be consoled 

as to console 

To be understood, as to understand, 
TO be loved, as to love, 
For it is in giving, that we receive, 
l t is in pardoning, tJhat we are

pardoned, 

And it is in dying that we are 
Born to Eternal Life. 

* 

W. H. VOPNI, President of Manitoba 

Travel and Convention Association 

Mr. vV. H. Vopni, publisher of The 
Daily Graphic of Portage la Prairie, 
has been appointed President of the 
Manitoba Travel and Convention As
sociation for the year 1965. 

In his New Year's Message, which ap
peared in the Golden Boy News, the 
official publication of the Association, 
Mr. Vopni said in part: 

"We start this year with the highest 
membership enrolment in the history 
of our association-2661. 

"Our 125-man Board of Directors, 
as listed in the last issue of the "Gold
en Boy News" com prises a broad, 
cross-section of leaders in thought and 
action, in many phases of the business 
and professional life of the province. 

"We now enjoy the interest, by 
regular membership, of the 50 Weekly 
Newspaper editors and publishers in 
the province. 

"The 10 Radio and 5 T.V. stations
serving Manitoba-all hold member
ships-and have been generous and 
active in airing the story of our Golden 
Boys' Movement and the attractions 
we have to offer visitors. 

"Our Daily Newspapers continue 1to 
interpret the work of our associatio�, 
to their vast audiences of readers, m 
many ingenious ways. 

"Obviously the Golden Boys' Move
ment has become a strong and <influen
tial factor in the life of Manitoba, 
equipped and capable of making . asignificant contribution to the exploit
ation of the lucrative visitor market 
ancl to the economic progress of the 
province"." 
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McDonald Dure Lumber Company Ltd. 
since 1906 

LUMBER AND ALL BUILDING MATERIAL 
"One Peice or a Carload" 

WINNIPEG 

HERCULES SUPPLY LTD. 
208 PRINCESS STREET WINNIPEG 2, MAN. 

Phone 942-2417 - 942.2418 

DISTRIBUTORS OF: 

• COMMERCIAL FISHING SUPPLIES l 
61 MARTIN SENOUR PAINTS l 

e DRY GOODS and SMALL WARES ! 

L-��----------------J 
Bro\vn & utherford Lir\IITED 

* LUMBER * IFJILDING SUPPLIES * DOORS & \VINDOWS* 2\IILL ·woRK OF ALL TYPES * Tll\IBERS up to 70 FEET LONG
WINNIPEG 5 Sutherland Avenue PHONE 942-7344 
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Compliments of ... 

The MA ITOBA 

SU G R Co. Ltd. 
FORT GARRY, MANITOBA 

Department of Education-Vocational Branch 

Basic Training For Skill Development 

Spring 196,i 

If you are unemployed and lack sufficient basic education to enter 
formal Trade Training Courses-THEN contact immediately your local 
National Employment Office concerning the possibihty of entering an 
upgrading pre-vocational course of three months duration in Industrial 
Mathematics, Trade Science, and Communication Skills. Vacancies 
presently eX!ist. ENQUIRE IMMEDIATELY! 

Classes will be offered in various parts of the Province, if and when 
enrolment warrants same and facilities are available. 

"GET READY NOW FOR FUTURE EMPLOYMENT" 

(This Program is sponsored jointly by the Government of Canada 

and the Province of Manitoba.) 

MANITOBA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

HON. GEORGE JOHNSON, M.D. 
Minister 

JID) UIIFJIF)Y'S 

B. SCOTT BATEMAN
Deputy �fonister

llf AXJI[ 

METRO'S LARGEST INDEPENDENT FLEET 

PHONE 775-0101 

AGRICULTURE 
"The First S:::ience and the 

Foundation of Civi I ization" 

I>uring man kind\ early history, e,er} one ,\·as engaged m the 

full time task of searching for rood. 

The present day farmer has acquired the knowlcdgt· and ,kills 

neccssan to produce sufficient food for his Limih :rn:l t,1·,1111 

other people. 

This has rekased three-quarters or our population to !ind 

gainful ernplrJvment in indmtry or prolessiom \rhi(h produce 

other goods ;md senices now enjoyed Jiy mankind. 

\\'ith :lw Ltrmcr's ability to produce in alrn11,',,1L l' !(',b the 

key to higher civilization. 


